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LETTER    XVII. 

Defcription  cf  Lake  Erie.  Voyage  as  far  as  De- 
troit or  the  Narrows.  Project  for  a  Settlement 
in  this  Place.  Caufe  of  its  Failure.  Council  called 
by  the  Commandant  of  Fort  Pontchartrain,  and 
the  Siilje^  of  it.    Of  the  Games  of  the  Indians. 

Fort  Pont  char  train  in  the  Narrows,  June  S,  1721. 

Madam, 

I  Set  out  on  the  27th  of  laft  month  from  the 
entrance  of  lake  Erie  after  fcahng  my  lad  let- 
ter, and  though  it  was  then  late  I  made  three 
leagues  farther  that  day  with  the  advantage  of  a 
favourable  wind  and  the  fine  ft  weather  in  the 
world.  The  courfe  is  by  coafting  along  the  north 
fhore  amounting  to  a  hundred  leagues.  The  way 
turning  off  towards  the  fouth  from  Niagara  is 
Vol.  If.  B  much 
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nuich  more  agreeable  but  longer  by  one  half.  Lake 
Eric  is  a  hundred  leagues  in  length  from  eaft  to 
Weil.  Its  breadth  from  north  to  fouth  is  tliirty 
leagues,  or  thereabouts.  I'he  iiame  it  bears  is 
that  of  an  Indian  nation  of  the  Huron  language, 
wliieh  was  ionncrly  leated  on  its  banks,  and  who 
have  been  entirely  dtftroycd  by  th.e  Iroquoife. 
Erie  in  that  Lmguage  fignifies  Cat,  and  in  Tome 
aeeounts  this  nation  is  called  tlx'  Cat  nation.  This 
name  comes  probably,  from  the  large  quan;ity  of 
thefe  animals  formerly  found  in  this  country.  They 
are  no  larger  than  ours  and  their  fl\ins  are  reckoned 
very  valuable.  Some  modern  ma|)s  have  given 
lake  Erie  the  name  of  Conti,  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  the  names  of  Conde,  Tracy,  and 
Orleans  which  have  been  given  to  the  lakes  Hu- 
ron,  Superior  and  Michigan. 

On  the  2  8ih  I  advanced  nineteen  leagues,  and 
found  myfelf  oppofite  to  a  river  called.  La  grcnde 
Riviere,  or  the  Great  River,  which  runs  f-om  the 
cailward  in  42  dcg.  15  min.  The  largeil  trees 
however  were  not  as  yet  covered  wirh  leaves.  Ex- 
cepting this  circumftance,  the  country  appeared 
to  mc  extremely  beautiful.  We  made  little  way 
the  29th,  and  none  at  all  the  30th.  We  embark* 
ed  again  on  the  morrow  before  funrifc,  and  ad- 
vanced a  good  way.  The  ill.  of  June  be. ng  the 
day  of  Pentecoft,  after  having  fai'ed  up  a  beauti- 
ful river  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  which  has  its 
rife  as  they  fiiy  at  a  great  dillance,  and  runs  be- 
twixt two  fine  meadows ;  we  palled  over  a  carry- 
ing place  of  about  fixty  paces  in  breadth,  in  or- 
der to  avoid  turning  round  a  point  which  is  called 
ibe  long  Point ;  it  is  a  very  fandy  fpot  of  ground, 
and  naturally  bears  a  great  quantity  of  vines.    The 
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followlnj!;  davs  I  faw  nothinn;  remarkable,  but 
coaftec!  along  a  charming  country,  hid  at  times  by 
very  di (agreeable  profpeds,  which  however  arc 
of  no  ur^at  extent.  Wherever  I  went  alhore  I 
was  quite  enchanted  by  the  beauty  and  variety  ot 
a  landlcape,  wiiich  was  terminated  by  the  nobleil 
foreds  in  the  whole  world.  Add  to  this,  that 
every  part  of  it  fvvarms  with  water  fowl  •,  I  cannot 
fay  wlutiier  the  woods  afford  game  in  equal  pro- 
fiifion  •,  but  1  well  know  that  on  the  fouth  iidc 
there  is  u  prodigious  quantity  of  Buffaloes. 

Were  we  always  to  fail  as  I  then  did,  with  a 
ferene  flsy  in  a  mod  charming  climarc,  and  on 
water  as  clear  as  that  of  the  pured  fountain  ;  were 
we  fure  of  finding  every  where  fecure  and  agrt^e- 
able  places  to  pals  the  night  in,  where  we  might 
enjoy  the  pleafure  of  hunting  at  a  fmail  expcnce, 
breathe  at  our  cafe  the  pured  air,  and  enjoy  the 
profpe^t  of  tlie  fined  countries  in  the  univerfe, 
we  might  pofiVoly  be  tempted  to  ti  avd  to  the  end 
of  our  days.  I  recalled  to  memory  thofe  ancient 
Patriarchs  who  had  no  fixed  place  of  abode, 
who  lived  in  tent.%  v.'ho  were  in  a  manner  the 
rnaders  of  all  the  countries  they  pafied  through,  and 
who  enjoyed  in  peace  and  tranquillity  all  their 
producfions,  without  the  plague  inevirab.c  in  the 
podefFion  of  a  real  and  fixed  edate.  {-low  many 
oaks  reprefented  to  me  that  of  Mamie  ?  how 
many  fountains  put  me  in  mind  of  that  of  Jacob  ? 
each  day  a  new  fituation  chofen  at  p'.enfuie  -,  a 
neat  and  commodious  houfe  bui!t  and  furnifhed 
with  all  necefiaries  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  f.oored  with  a  paveiiient  of  iiowers, 
continually  fpringing  up  on  a  carpet  of  the  nioft 
beautiful  green  ;  on  all  fides  fimple  and  natural 
beauties  unadulterated   and  inimitable  by  any  art. 
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If  tbefc  pleafurcs  fometimes  fufter  a  little  inter- 
ruption, whether  by  hard  weather  or  fome  other 
iintorcicen  accident,  it  is  only  to  render  them  more 
r  nfibiy  tclt  at  a  fecond  enjoyment. 

Were  I  inclined  to  moralize  I  might  add,  that 
thcie  alternatives  of  plealure  and  diiappointment, 
which  I  have  already  undergone  fincc   my  fetring 
our,  are  very  propei  to  make  us  fcnfible  that  there 
is  no  kind  of  life  more  capable  of  placing   this 
maxim  conftantly  before  our  eyes,  that  we  are  no 
more   than  pilgrims    on  the  earth,  and   that   we 
have   no  right  to  ufc  b  it  as  pafiengers,  the  good 
things  of  this  world  ;  that  the  real  wants  of  man 
are  very  few  in  number,  that  little  is  Sufficient  to 
purchafe  contentment,  and  that  we  ought  to  take 
in  good  part  thofe  evils  and  crofles  which  furprize 
us,   fince  with  the  fame  rapidity  they   make  way 
for    a    mixture   of  better   fortune.     Laftly,  how 
many  things  contribute  in  this  way  of  life  to  make 
us  fenfible  of  our  dependance  on  the  divine  pro- 
vidence, which  in  order  to  produce  this  mixture 
of  good  and  evil,  makes  not  ufe  of  the  paiiions 
of  men  but  of  the  viciflitudcs   of  fealbns,  which 
may  entirely  be  forefccn,  and  the  caprice  of  the  ele- 
ments which  we  ought  to  look  for  :    and  confe- 
quet.tly  what  a   multitude  of  opportunities  of  me- 
riting by  our  confidence  in,  and  refignation  to  the 
divine  wil'  ?  It  is  generally  faid  that  long  voyages 
are  feklom  attended  with  a  large  crop  of   civine 
grace ;  nothing  however  is  more  proper  to  produce 
It  than  this  fort  of  life. 

On  the  fourth  we  flopt  a  good  part  of  the  day 
on  a  point  which  runs  north  an<.l  fouth  three  leagues, 
and  which  is  called  Pointe  Pclcc,  or  Bald  Point. 
It  is  iiGwever  well  enough   wooded  on  the  weit 
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(  5  ) 
fide,  but  that  of  the  eaft  is  a  faiiJy  track  pro- 
ducing nothing  but  red  cedars,  of  an  indifToenC 
orov.'th  and  in  fmall  quantities.  The  white  cedar 
is  of  more  general  ufc  than  the  red,  the  wood  ot 
which  is  cafily  broken,  and  is  only  fit  for  making 
fmall  pieces  of  furniture.  It  is  a  notion  in  tliis 
country  that  women  with  child  fliould  not  ufe  it  in 
bufks.  The  leaves  of  this  tree  yield  no  odour  but 
the  wood  does.  Qiiite  the  reverfc  happens  in  the 
white  cedar.  There  are  a  great  number  of  bears 
in  this  country,  and  more  than  four  hundred  of 
thefe  animals  were  killed  lafl  winter  on  Pointe 
Pclce  alone. 

On  the  fifth  towards  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon we  perceived  the  land  on  the  fouth  fliorc, 
and  two  little  iflands  which  lie  very  near  it.  Thefe 
are  called  Rattlefnake  iflands,  and  we  are  told 
they  are  fo  infefted  with  thefe  reptiles  that  the  air 
is  infected  with  them.  We  entered  the  Narrows 
an  hour  before  funfet,  and  paiTtd  the  n'ght  above 
a  very  beautiful  ifland,  called  L'ifle  de  Bois  Blanc, 
or  White-wood  ifland.  From  Long-point  to  the 
Narrows  the  courfe  is  always  weft  ;  from  the  entry 
of  the  Narrows  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Clair,  which 
is  five  or  fix  leagues,  and  thence  to  Lake  Huron 
it  bends  fowewhat  towards  the  call,  inclining  to 
the  fouth  ;  thus  the  whole  of  the  Narrows,  which 
are  thirty-two  leagues  long,  lies  between  42  degrees 
12  or  15  minutes,  and  43  degrees  and  a  half  north 
latitude.  Above  the  iflind  of  St.  Clair,  the  Nar- 
rows widen  and  form  a  lake,  which  has  cither  re- 
ceived its  name  from  the  ifland,  or  given  it  its 
own.  It  is  about  fix  leagues  long  and  as  many 
broad  in  feme  places. 
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It  is  pretended  th.ic  this  is  the  fincfl:  part  of  all 
Canada,  and  really  iF  we  may  judge  by  appcar- 
iiiucs  nature  feems  to  have  relulcd  it  nothing  that 
can  coiitnbuce  to  make  a  country  delightful  ;  hills, 
me.itlow^  iitlds.  lofty  forells,  rivulets,  tuuntains, 
ri'  crs,  and  all  of  tlu-m  fo  excellent  in  th.eir  kind, 
and  fo  hippily  blended,  as  to  equal  the  molt  ro- 
mantic willies  •,  the  lands  however  are  not  all  e- 
quallv  proper  for  every  fort  of  grain,  but  moft 
arc  oi  a  wonderful  fertility,  and  I  have  known 
fomc  pro- luce  good  wheat  for  eighteen  years  run- 
ning without  any  manure,  and  befides  all  of  them 
are  proper  for  lome  particular  ufe.  The  iflands 
fcem  p!a  cd  on  purpofe  for  the  pkafure  ot  the 
profpetl  •,  the  liver  and  lakt^  abound  in  fifh,  the 
air  is  pure,  and  the  chmate  temperate  and  ex- 
tremely wholfome. 

Before  you  arrive  at  the  fort,  which  ftands  on 
the  left,  a  league  below  the  ifland  of  St.  Claire, 
you  find  on  the  fame  fide  two  pretty  populous  vil- 
lages very  near  each  other  -,  the  firfl  is  inhabited 
by  the  Tionnontatez  a  tribe  of  the  Hurons,  and 
the  fame  who  after  having  wander,  d  to  and  fro  for 
a  long  time,  firft  fettled  at  the  balls  of  St.  Mary, 
and  at  Michillimakinac  ,  the  fecond  is  inhabited 
by  the  Poutewatamie  Indians.  On  the  right, 
fomcwhat  higher  is  a  third  village  of  the  Ou- 
tawais,  infeparable  companions  of  the  Hurons 
from  the  time  that  both  of  them  were  driven  from 
their  country  by  the  Iroquois  -,  there  are  no  chrifti- 
ans  at  all  among  thefe  lad,  and  few  if  any  amongfl 
the  Poutewatemies  •,  the  Hurons  are  all  chriflians, 
but  liave  no  milnonarics ;  it  is  laid  they  will  admit 
of  none,  but  this  is  only  true  of  a  few  of  their 
principal  men  who  have  not  much  religion,  and 
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who  do  not  fuD'er  the  others  to  he  heard,  who 
have  been  a  long  time  dcfirous  of  having  mifli- 
onaries  fent  them. 

It  is  a  long  time  fince  the  importance  of  the 
place,  ftill  more  than  the  beauty  of  the  country 
about  the  Narrows  has  given  ground  to  wifh, 
that  fome  confiderable  fettlcment  wee  made  in 
this  place;  this  has  been  tolerably  well  begun  fome 
fit  teen  years  fir.ce,  but  certain  caufcs  o[  which  I 
am  not  informed,  liave  reduced  it  almolt  to  no- 
thing;  thofe  who  are  againit  it  alletige  firfl,  that 
it  would  bring  the  trade  for  the  northern  furs  too 
near  the  Englifh,  who  as  they  are  able  to  afford 
their  commodities  to  the  Indians  cheaper  than  we, 
would  draw  all  that  trade  into  the  province  of 
New  York.  Secondly,  that  the  lands  near  the 
Narrows  are  not  fertile,  and  that  the  whole  furface 
to  the  depth  of  nine  or  ten  inches  confifls  of  fand, 
below  which  is  hard  clay  impenetrable  to  the  wa- 
ter *,  from  whence  it  happens  that  the  plains  and 
interior  parts  of  the  woods  are  always  drowned  ; 
that  every  where  you  fee  nothing  but  diminutive 
ill-grown  oaks,  and  hard  walnut-trees,  and  that 
the  trees  having  their  roots  always  under  water 
their  fruits  ripen  very  late.  Theie  reafons  have 
not  been  unanfwered  ;  it  is  true  that  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  fort  Fontchartrain  the  lands  h.ave  a 
mixture  of  fand,  and  that  in  the  neighbouring 
forefts  there  are  bottoms  almoll  conflantly  under 
water  ;  however  thefe  very  lands  have  produced 
wheat  eighteen  years  fueccfilvely  without  the  leaft 
manure,  and  you  have  no  great  way  to  go  to  find 
the  fineft  foil  in  the  vAorld.  With  refpeiSt  to 
woods,  without  going  a  great  way  from  the  fort, 
I  have  feen  as  I  have  been  walkug  fcch  as  may 
vie  with  our  noblelt  fore  ft.. 
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nation ;  now  the  honour  of  fpeaking  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  is  generally  given  to  fome  Huron 
when  any  of  them  happens  to  be  of  the  council. 
The  firll  view  of  thefc  aflemblies  gives  you  no 
great  idea  of  the  body;  imagine  to  yourlelf  ma- 
dam, half  a  fcore  favages  almoft  ftark  nal<ed  with 
their  hair  difpofed  in  as  many  different  manners 
as  their  are  difterent  perfons  in  the  alfcmbly,  and 
all  of  them  equilly  ridiaibus ;  fome  with  laced 
hats,  all  with  pipes  in  their  mouths  and  with  the 
moft  unthinking  faces.  It  is  befides  a  rare  thing  to 
hear  any  one  utter  fo  much  as  a  fingle  vvord  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  or  to  hear  any  anfwer  mjde 
even  in  a  monofyllable  -,  not  the  lead  mark  of  di- 
llindion,  nor  any  refpedl:  paid  to  any  peribn  what- 
foever.  We  fhould  however  be  apt  to  change  our 
opinion  of  them  upon  hearing  the  refult  of  their 
deliberations. 

The  bufinefs  in  debate  on  this  occafioi,  related 
to  two  points  which  the  governor  general  had 
very  much  at  heart  •,  the  firll  was  to  perfuade  the 
three  villages  fettled  at  the  Narrows,  to  agree  that 
no  more  brandy  fhould  be  fold  them,  which 
had  been  exprefly  prohibited  by  the  council  of 
the  marine.  The  fecond  was  to  engage  a'l  the 
nations  to  unite  with  the  French,  to  deftroy  the 
Outagamies,  commonly  called  Foxes,  who  had 
been  favoured  with  an  indemnity  fome  years  before, 
and  who  had  begun  their  robberies  anew.  Monfieur 
de  Tonti  firll  caufed  to  be  repeated  to  them  by 
his  interpreters  in  a  few  words,  what  he  explained 
more  at  large  in  the  firll  afil  mbly,  when  the  Hu- 
ron orator  made  anfwer  in  the  name  of  the  three 
villages ;  he  made  no  exordium  but  came  at  once 
to  the  point,  he  fpoke  a  great  while  and  with 
much  gravity,  paufing  at  each  article  to  give  time 
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to  tlie  interpreters  to  explain  in  French  what  he 
had  been  laying  in  his  own  language. 

His  mien,  the  tone  of  his  voice,  and  the  man- 
ner of  his  delivery,  though  without  any  gellurcs 
or  inflections  of  the  body,  appeared  to  me  ex- 
tremely noble  and  calculated  to  pcrfuadc,  and 
what  he  faid  mufl:  have  been  very  eloquent,  fincc 
after  being  ftript  of  all  its  ornaments  in  the 
mouth  of  the  interpreter,  who  was  only  a  man 
of  common  parts,  we  were  all  pcrleclly  charmed 
with  it ;  and  I  do  allure  you,  madam,  that  had 
he  continued  to  fpeak  tor  two  whole  hours  I  could 
have  heard  him  with  tiie  greatell  pleafure.  Ano- 
ther proof  that  the  beauty  of  his  difcourfe  came 
not  [rom  the  interpreter  is,  that  this  man  never 
could  have  dared  to  take  upon  him  to  tell  us  from 
himfelf  ali  he  faid  to  us;  I  was  even  ibmewhat 
furprized  at  his  boldnefs  in  repeatinf^  fo  faithfully 
as  he  did  certain  points  which  could  not  fail  to  be 
dif'greeable  to  the  commandant.  When  the  Hu- 
ron orator  had  ended,  Onanguice  chief  and  orator 
of  the  Poutewatemies  fpoke  in  a  few  words,  and 
after  a  very  ingenious  manner,  to  all  that  the 
other  had  more  largely  expatiated  upon,  concluding 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  as  he  had  done  •,  the  Outawais 
fpoke  not  at  all,  but  feemed  to  approve  of  what 
had  been  faid  by  the  others. 

The  refult  was  that  the  French  might  ufe  their 
pleafure  with  refpecl  to  the  felling  of  brandy  to 
the  Indians  ;  but  they  had  done  well  had  they 
never  fupplied  them  with  any  •,  and  it  is  impofiible 
to  imagine  any  thing  llronger  than  what  the  Hu- 
Y  n  orator  fiid  whiUu  he  was  laying  open  the  dif- 
orders  occafioned  by  this  beverage,  and  the  mif- 
chiefs  it  had  done  to  all  the  Indian  nations  in  ge- 
neral 
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neral.     The   mod   zealous   mifHonary  could  not 
have  faid  more  ;  he  ad. led  however  that  they  wlmc 
now  fo  much  accullomed  to  it  that  they  could  no 
longer  be  without  it  •,    by   which   it   was  eafy  to 
gucls  that  fliould  the    I'renth   refue   them,   they 
would   certainly    have   recourfe   to   the    Englifli: 
that  with  rel]  ect  to  the  war  with  the  Outcgamics 
nothing  could  be  dctermiiicJ,  except  in  a  general 
council  of  all  the  nations  who  acknowledge  Ofion- 
thio,  (fo  the  Indians  call   the   French   kingy  for 
their  father  ;  that  no  doubt  they  wo  ^d  all  agree 
in  thinking  the  war  necelVary,  but  that  they  would 
with  great  difficulty  be  brought  to  place  any  con- 
fidence in  the  French,  who  after  having  once  be- 
fore  united   them    to  afllfl:  in    exterminating   the 
common  enemy,   had  granted  them  peace  without 
ever  confultiug  with  their  allies,  and  without  its 
being  pofTible  to  find  out  any   reafon  for  fuch  a 
proceeding. 

The  day  after  I  vifited  the  two  Indian  towns 
near  the  fort  i  I  began  with  that  ot  the  Flurons 
where  I  found  all  the  matrons,  and  amongd  them 
the  grand- mother  of  Saft^^atfi  in  much  afflidtion 
for  being  fo  long  deprived  of  every  fpiritual  fuc- 
cour  ',  many  tircumftances  which  I  learned  at  the 
fame  time  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  had  be- 
fore fometime  adopted,  that  certain  private  in- 
tcreds  were  the  fole  obftacles  to  the  defires  of  thefe 
good  chriftians ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lad 
orders  of  the  council  of  the  marine  will  remove 
all  thofe  obllacles  ;  Monfieur  de  Tonti  adlired  me 
he  was  going  to  fet  about  it  in  an  effjdual  manner. 

Thofe  who  were  my  guides  in  this  village  af- 
fured  me,  that  were  it  not  for  the  llurons  the 
Other  Indians  of  the  Narrows  mud  die  of  hunger ; 
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=•  gO'Hl  pnrr.  and  this  eL^r'"'''''^^'"^'"  ^'th 
very  labonous,  but  af  er  havTl'  "  *''  ''"'"^  ''^'"S 
«%  think  only  of!-,„^  ffi;'"S  °?''  ''''*^''  brandy 
wherewithal  to  i°toS?h      /""  '°  P"^^'"^ 
rom  who  are  wifer     'o'     '^''".'^'^«-    The  Hu- 
cufto„,ed  to  h.fta  ^1  y°'S"°"^  ^"^  more  ac- 
greater   ftare  of    forefiohf^^  ^'fo.fndued  with  a 
thoughts,  and  by  ^X  T'"'"'.^  ."""'^  f°''d 
conduion  not  only   to  fubfift     •T''"'*'^  =>^^ '"  » 
holden  to  any  one'  but  ,lfo  r^  7"^T  ^""S  be- 
'he.r  „eighbo.L  ,  tl,is  howeve",-  "n!::"!  '  '""P^''' '» 
f-om  fentmients  of  hum3      r "'°"«  f™re'y 
"leans  reckon  amon-fi  Th     ^'  f"""  ^=  "'"A  by  no 
l-hties  that  of  diSefedn:":'^'  °'  '"^  £«»" 

poL::a\SL''«-  riT^^^^  -•"«^^' 

rons  ;  thcfe  Indians  arHhf  fin  ft   ^'"■''^"'"   ""• 
nada,  and  are  befidesofthlr  ^n   "'^n  i"  a"  Ca- 
a.,d   have  been   alwa/s  onr"""      """■■''  ^*'^P<^'-. 
Onanguice  their  chi  ftreated  Ji^  ^"l^    ^"'"'^'^ 
nels  which  gave  me  fnuTu-,  ™*  ""''  »  Polite- 
good  renfe  !,s  thT  £L  fe 't  \"  ?'"'°"  °f  h  ' 
«"ncil ;  he  is  a  per  bn  "f  .mH    ''.'''  "^"^e  i"  the 
eni^rely  in  our  int^ft      ^  ""doubted  worth,  and 

As   I  was  returnino-  thrnTio-l, 
ri«ron  village,  I  perwiled  ^     "  u''"'"^''  °f  'he 
dians,  who  ftenied^  mu  r  he  r""."""""  °^'  ^'''''«=  ^"■ 

Foached  them  and  fSthaTrt ''  ^''V  ^  '■P" 
Pf  "g   at  was  wha:    hey  S,    1^'"^^  ^''^^  «'ere 

"=  •"" «..  »d  /:  £ri.^:j  .j«.». 
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fenfes  at  it  ;  they  (take  all  they  are  worth, 
and  feveral  of  them  are  known  to  continue  at 
it  till  they  have  frript  thenifeivcs  ftark  naked 
and  loft  all  their  moveables  in  their  cabbins ; 
Tome  have  even  been  known  to  ftake  their  liberty 
for  a  certain  time  •,  this  circumftance  proves  be- 
yond all  doubt  how  paflionatcly  fond  they  are  of 
it,  there  being  no  people  in  the  iinivcrfe  more 
jealous  of  their  liberty  than  our  Indians. 

The  game  of  the  platter  or  bones,  is  played 
between  two  perfons  only  ;  each  pcrlon  has  fix  or 
eight  little  bone?,  which  I  at  Hrft  took  for  apricot 
(tones,  thefe  being  of  the  fame  fize  and  (hape  ; 
but  upon  viewing  them  nearer  I  found  they  had 
fix  unequal  faces,  the  two  largelt  of  which  are 
painted,  the  one  black  and  the  other  of  a  (travv 
colour ;  they  fling  thpm  up  into  the  air,  (Iriking 
at  the  fame  time  againft  the  ground  or  table  witli 
a  round  hollow  difli,  in  which  they  are  contained, 
and  which  muft  firft  be  made  to  fpin  round  -,  when 
they  have  no  difh  they  content  themfelvcs  with 
throwing  the  bones  up  into  the  air  with  the  hand  ; 
if  all  of  them  after  falling  to  the  ground  prefent 
the  fame  colour,  the  player  wins  live  points,  the 
party  is  forty,  and  the  points  won  are  difcounted  in 
proportion  to  the  gains  on  his  fide  ;  five  bones  of  a 
colour  give  only  one  point  for  the  firft  time,  but  the 
fecond  the  winner  fweeps  the  board ;  any  lower 
number  goes  for  nothing. 

He  who  wins  the  party  ftill  continues  to  play  ; 
the  lofer  yields  his  place  to  another  who  is  named 
by  the  markers  on  the  fame  fide ;  for  they  take 
fides  at  the  beginning  of  the  game,  fo  that  a 
whole  village  is  fometimes  concerned  in  the  party, 
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and  even  fumctiincs  one  village  plays  againH-  ano- 
ther i  each  (ide  chufc  th;  ir  own  marker  who  rc- 
tii\*s  when  he  pleafes,  which  happens  only  wlicn 
ihinc^s  lio  not  go  lb  well  on  his  fule.  At  each 
throw  that  is  phiyed,  ei'pecially  if  it  be  a  decifivc 
one,  they  maivi-  a  prodigious  flioining  ;  the  play- 
ers feem  polieHeJ,  and  the  fpectators  ;jre  fcarce 
more  mailers  of  themli.  Ives ;  both  make  a  thoiifand 
contorfions,  addrels  themfelves  to  the  bones,  load 
the  f^enii  of  the  advcrfc  party  with  imprecation'j, 
and  tiie  whole  vil!a[';<'  rings  with  their  howling  ;  if 
all  this  is  inefl'edtual  to  retrieve  their  ill-luck  the 
lofers  are  at  liberty  to  put  off  the  party  till  to- 
morrow, at  the  expence  of  a  very  flcnder  repalt 
to  the  alTiIlants. 

They  then  prep.ire  to  return  to  the  combat, 
each  invoking  iiis  tutelary  genius  and  throwing  in 
honour  of  him  fomc  tobacco  into  the  fire  ;  they 
implore  of  him  above  MI  things  happy  dreams: 
the  moment  day  appears  they  tall  to  play,  when 
if  the  lofers  take  it  into  their  liead  that  the  furni- 
ture of  their  cabbin  is  the  caufe  of  their  ill-luck, 
they  begin  witli  changing  it  iiitirely  ;  great  parties 
generally  iafl:  five  or  fix  day?,  and  oftentimes  the 
right  occafions  no  interruption  ;  howevtr  as  all 
the  fpeflators,  at  Icaft  fuch  as  are  concerned  in 
the  gatne,  are  in  fuch  an  agitation  as  to  be  tranf- 
ported  out  of  themfelves  to  fuch  a  degree  that 
they  quarrel  and  fight,  which  never  happens  to 
the  llurons  except  on  thcfe  occafions,  or  when 
they  are  drunk ;  we  may  eafily  guefs  whether 
when  the  party  is  ended,  both  do  not  Hand  fufH- 
ciently  in  need  of  rcfh 

It  happens  fomerimes  that  thefe  parties  at  play 
are  prefcribed  by  fome  of  their  phyficians,  or  at 

I  the 


nl 


1 


(      J:^      ) 


linfl  ano- 
who  rc- 
nly  when 
Ac  each 
I  ciccidvc 
th(.'  play- 
re   (carce 
thoufand 
les,  load 
ccationo, 
Jing;   it' 
luck  the 
till  to- 
er  rcpatt 


combat, 

»vving  in 

- ;   they 

M reams  : 

\  when 

•  furni- 

l-luck, 

parties 

nes  the 

as  all 

led    in 

tranf- 

2    that 

ens  to 

when 

lether 

fuffi- 


play 
or  at 
the 


4 


4 


i 


the  rcqucn:  of  fomc  fick  pcrfon  -,  a  ilrcam  is  ofirn 
fufficicnt  caulc  for  either  i  this  dream  is  always  un- 
derlluutl  lor  a  command  ol  fome  genius,  and  then 
they  prepare  for  the  parry  with  prodii^ious  care  j 
tht-y  ailemblc  Icveral  dillerent  ni^lits  to  make  an 
elFay,  and  to  ice  who  has  the  happiell:  hand  at  a 
throw;  they  conliilt  their  genius,  they  fall,  and 
married  peiTons  obfcrve  the  ibiclell  continence 
;ind  all  to  (obtain  a  favourable  dream  ;  every  morn- 
ing they  relate  thole  they  have  had,  ;uid  make  a 
colleifiion  of  all  fuch  things  of  which  tlicy  ha[)pen 
to  have  dreamed,  and  which  thty  imagine  able  to 
bring  good  luck  to  their  fide,  which  they  put  into 
little  bags  and  carry  about  with  them.  If  any 
one  has  the  reputation  of  being  fortunate,  that  is 
according  to  the  notions  of  thcfe  people,  of  ha- 
ving a  more  fortunate  genius,  or  one  that  is  more 
inclined  to  do  gootl,  they  never  fail  to  make  him 
approach  him  who  holds  the  platter;  they  go 
fometimes  to  feek  this  perfon  at  a  great  diftance, 
and  if  through  old  age  or  fomc  infirmity  he  is 
unable  to  walk  they  carry  him  on  their  flioul- 
ders. 

They  have  often  prefled  the  miffionarics  to  be 
prefent  at  thefe  games,  from  a  perfualion  that  their 
tutelar  genii  arc  more  powerful  than  all  others.  It 
happened  one  day  in  a  Huron  village  that  a  fick 
woman  having  caufed  one  of  their  prielts  to  be  called, 
who  are  alfo  their  phyficians,  this  quack  prefcribcd 
for  her  the  game  of  the  platter,  and  appointed  a  vil- 
lage dilTerent  from  his  own  to  play ;  flie  immediately 
fent  to  aflc  permiflaon  of  the  chief  of  this  village  j 
this  was  granted,  the  party  was  played  and  the 
game  being  ended,  the  patient  returned  the  players 
a  great  many  thanks  lor  tlie  cure,   which  as  fhc 
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faid  they  had  procured  her  :  fo  far  however  from 
being  better  flie  was  on  the  contrary  much  worfe, 
but  they  are  obliged  to  feem  Tatisfied  even  when 
they  have  lead  caufe  to  be  fo. 

The  refentment  of  this  woman  and  of  her  re- 
lations fell  upon  the  miflionaries  for  refufing  to  be 
prefent  at  the  party,  notwithftanding  all  ihe  foli- 
citations  that  had  been  made  to  them  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  from  their  chagrin  at  the  little  com- 
plaifance  they  fhewed  on  this  occafion,  they  re- 
proached them  with  faying,  that  ever  fince  their 
arrival  in  the  country,  the  genii  of  the  Indians  had 
had  no  longer  any  power  •,  the  milTionaries  took 
advantage  of  this  confelTion  to  fhew  thefe  infidels 
the  weaknefs  of  their  divinities,  and  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  the  God  of  the  chrillians  ;  but  as  it  fel- 
dom  happens  on  fuch  occafions  that  people  are  dif- 
pofed  to  hear  reafon,  thefe  barbarians  anfwered 
coolly,  *'  You  have  your  gods  and  we  have  ours, 
*'  only  it  is  our  misfortune  that  ours  are  the  lead 
•'  powerful  of  the  two.'* 

The  Narrows  is  one  of  the  countries  where  a 
botanirt  might  make  the  greateft  number  of  dif- 
covsries.  1  h.ivc  already  obferved  that  all  Canada 
produces  a  vaft  number  of  fimple  of  fovercign 
virtue  j  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  fnows  con- 
tribute much  to  this,  but  there  is  in  it  befides  fuch 
a  variety  of  foil,  which  joined  to  the  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  and  the  eafe  with  which  the  fun 
warms  this  country  which  it  more  open  than  the 
reft,  gives  ground  to  believe  that  the  plants  have 
more  virtue  in  this  than  in  any  other  part  of  it. 
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One  oF  my  guides  lately  made  a  trial  of  the 
virtue  of  an  herb  which  is  to  be  met  with  every 
where,  and  the  knowledge  of  which  is  exceeding 
neceiTary  to  travellers,  not  for  any  good  qualities 
it  poflclTes,  for  I  have  never  as  yet  heard  any  attri- 
buted to  it,  but  becaufe  too  much  care  cannot  be 
taken  to  avoid  it ;  this  is  called,  Uherbe  a  lapuce^ 
or  F'lea-wort,  but  tiiis  name  is  not  cxpreifive 
enough  to  fhew  the  efFe6ts  it  produces.  Theie  are 
more  or  lefs  fenfible  according  to  the  conftitution 
of  thofe  it  happens  to  touch  -,  there  are  even  fome 
perfons  on  whom  it  does  not  operate  at  all  j  but 
lome  perfons  merely  by  looking  upon  it  are  feized 
with  a  violent  fever,   wliich  lafts  more  than  fifteen 

I  days,  and  is  accompanied  with  a  very  troublefome 
fcab,  attended  vv'':h  a  prodigious  itching  all  over 

t  the  body  j  it  operates  on  others  only  when  they 
touch  it,  and  then  the  patient  appears  as  if  entirely 
covered  over  with  a  leprofy  :  and  fome  have  been 
known  to  have  had  their  hands  quite  fpoiled  with 
it.  No  remedy  is  as  yet  known  for  it  but  patience  5 
after  fome  time  it  go  s  entirely  off. 


% 


There  grows  alfo  at  the  Narrows  citron  trees  in 
the  open  fields,  the  fruit  of  which  in  ihape  and 
colour  refemble  thofe  of  Portugal,  but  they  are 
fmaller  and  of  a  difagreeab'e  flavour  •,  they  are  ex- 
cellent candied.  The  root  of  this  tree  is  a  mr.rtal 
and  mofb  fubtle  poifon,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
fovereign  antidote  iigainil:  the  bite  of  ferpents.  It 
mufb  be  bruiled  and  applied  inftantly  on  the 
wound  :  this  remedy  is  immediate  and  inhillible. 
On  both  fides  of  the  Narrows  the  country  is  (aid 
to  prefer ve  all  its  beaury  for  ten  !;'agiics  up  the 
country  J  alter  wliich  you  meet  with  a  Inu-ller 
liumber  of  fruit  trees  and  fewer  meadow-..     But 
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after  travelling  five  or  fix  leagues  farther  inclining 
to  lake  Eric,  towards  the  fouth-weft:,  you  difcover 
immenfe  meadows  extending  above  a  hundred 
leagues  every  way,  and  which  feed  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  thole  buffaloes,  whereof  I  have  moro 
than  once  made  mention. 
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LETTER      XVIII. 


Some  Particuhirs  relating  to  the  Cbara5fer,  Cuf- 
tofiJSj  and  Government  of  the  Indians. 


Madam, 


^he  Narrozvs,    June  14,   172 1. 


AFT  E  R  I  had  clofcd  my  laP-  letter  and  given 
it  to  a  pci  fon  who  was  going  down  to  Q^icbec, 
I  made  my  felt  ready  to  purfue  my  voyage,  and  ac- 
cordingly embarked  next  day  -,  but  1  have  not 
been  able  to  Cict  over,  and  throui^h  the  ne^let^  of 
thofe  who  condu^lcd  mc,  am  returned  back  to 
fort  Pontchartrain,  where  I  very  much  fear  being 
obliged  to  remain  leveral  days  longer.  Thefe  arc 
difappointments  we  miift  lay  our  account  with,  in 
travelling  with  Canadians  wno  are  never  in  a  hur- 
ry, and  who  arc  very  carelefs  in  taking  their  mea- 
fures.  But,  as  we  are  to  make  the  mofh  ot  every 
thing,  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of  this  delay,  to 
divert  you  with  beginning  fomc  account  of  the 
government  of  the  Indians,  and  their  manner  ot 
proceeding  in  the  difnatch  of  public  bufmel's  :  by 
this  means,  you  will  more  eafily  undcrftand  many 
things,  which  I  fiiall  have  occafion  to  mention  to 
you  in  the  fcquel. 
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I  fliall,  however,  be  as  brief  as  pofTible  on  this 
head  :  firft,  b^caufc  every  thing  relating  to  it  is 
not  equally  intcrciling  ;  in  the  Iccond  place,  be- 
caufel  would  not  williiigly  write  you  any  thing,  but 
what  is  lupported  on  the  credit  of  good  witnc0cs  ; 
and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  find  people  whofe  fince- 
rity  is  beyond  all  fufpicion,  at  IcaR  of  exaggerating 
things  •,  or  who  cannot  be  acculld  of  having  too 
il";;>htlv  b.clicved  wh  \t  has  been  told  them  ;    or  lall- 
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have  made  a  iong  flay  in  the  country,  and  to  hav 
converfed  mucii  with  the  inhabitants.  I  fliall 
iherclore  give;  y(,u  nothing  of  my  own  on  this  ar- 
ticle •,  for  which  caufe,  1  fliall  not  obfcrve  any  cx.n5l 
order,  in  what  I  fliall  fay  i  but  yon  will  cafily  coi- 
Jecl  logether,  and  make  a  jufl:  wjiole  of  th^^  pafTagos 
1  fliall  give  you  in  my  letters,  in  proportion  as  I 
ihall  be  iiiloimtd  of  them. 

It  muiL  be  agieed.  Madam,  that  the  nearer  we 
view  our  Indians,  the  more  good  qunlitics  v/e  dif- 
cover  in  tlicni  :  moil  of  tlie  principles  wluch  ferve 
to  regulate  their  condudl,  the  general  maxims  by 
wliich  they  govern  themielvt  s,  and  the  cflenr.ial  pait 
or  their  chaia6icr,  difcover  nothir^g  of  the  baiba- 
lian.  Bc'iides  thole  ideas,  though  wholly  indiilind, 
vv'hich  they  ftill  [-)reiorve  of  a  Suj^rcme  Being,  thcfe 
veftiges,  now  ahnoft  nearly  efiaced,  of  a  religious 
vorfhip,  which  they  feein  form-rly  to  iiave  paid 
this  fovereij;^n  ruler  •,  ai^d  the  weak  traces  vv'hich  Wj 
remark  in  their  nioll  indifferent  a^-tions  of  the  aiici- 
er.c  belief  and  ol  tlie  primitive  religion,  might  re- 
ilore  them  more  eafiiy  than  is  imagine-'!  to  the  true 
pith,  render  their  convcrhon  to  chriilianity  eafier 
thr.M  is  coinm.only  lound,  and  wliich  is  attended 
w;:;i  cheater  obflaclcs,  even  in   the  :^Toil  civilized 
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nations.  In  effeft,  docs  not  experience  teach  us, 
that  politenels,  knowledge,  and  the  'vaxims  of 
ftatc,  pi oduc.  in  :heie  lall  an  attachment  t),  and 
prejudice  in  favour  o^  their  fjHe  te.iets  ;  that  all 
the  ze  d  and  abilitici  of  the  evangelical  labourers, 
can  with  difficulty  furmount  them  -,  and  that  grace 
mull:  of  neccfl'ity  a6l  more  powerfully  on  the  minds 
of  enlightened  inlideis,  who  are  alinolb  ahvayri 
blinded  by  the  ir  prefumi)tion,  than  on  thole  who 
oppofe  to  it  their  narrow  capacities  only. 

Mofl.-  part  of  the  people  on  this  continent  have 
a  Con  ot  Ariftocr  icical  government,  the  form 
of  which  is  extremely  various  :  for  though  each 
town  has  a  chief  of  its  own,  independanc 
of  all  the  reft  of  the  fame  nation,  and  whofe 
fub)e(5ts  are  dependant  on  him  in  very  few  parti- 
culars ;  there  is,  notwithitanding,  no  alFair  of  any 
confequence  refolvcd  upon,  but  by  the  advice 
of  the  Elders.  Towards  Acadia  the  Sagamos  were 
more  abfolute,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
were  under  any  obligation,  as  the  chiefs  are  almofl: 
every  v/here  clfe,  of  making  largeffes  to  their  fub- 
jedls ;  on  the  contrary,  they  exacted  a  kind  of  tri- 
bute from  them  ;  and  difintereffednefs  w\as  by  no 
means  efteemed  a  royal  virtue  amongft  them.  Bun 
it  fecms  the  difperfion  of  thefe  Acadian  Indians, 
and  perhaps  too  their  commerce  with  the  French, 
have  introduced  confiderable  changes  into  their  an- 
cient form  of  govern n'xent ;  whereof  Lefcarbot  and 
Champlain  are  the  only  authors,  who  have  given 
U3  any  particular  account. 

Several  nations  have  eacli  of  thcrn  three  princi- 
pal families  or  tribes,  which  feem  ro  be  as  old  as 
their  firft  origin.  They  have  all,  however,  one 
common   flock  ;    and   there  is  one  at  leafl  thit  is 
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looked  upon  as  the  firfl:,  and  which  has  a  fort  of 
pre-eminence  over  the  other  two,  in  which  tliofe 
oF    this   tribe    are    treated   as    brutiiers,    whereas 
amongft  thcnifclvrs  they  treat  one  another  as  cou- 
fins.     Ihcfc  tribes  are   mixed,  without  being  con- 
founded, each  of  them  having  a   diflindl  chief  in 
every  village  :     and   in   fuch  affairs  as  cuncL-rn  the 
whole  nation,     thefo  chiefs  aflemblc  to  deliberate 
upon  it.     Every  tribe  bears  tlie  name  of  fome  ani- 
mal, the  whole  nation  having  alfo  its  own,  whofe 
name  it  takes,  and  whofe  figure  is  their  bearing  or 
eiifigns  armorial  •,    and  when  they  fign  any  treaties, 
it  is  always  by  drawim?,   thole  figures  upon   them, 
except  when  for  particular  reafons   they  caufe  fub- 
llitute  fome  other. 
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Thus,    the  Huron  nation  is  the   nation  of   the 
porcupine  :     its  firft  tribe   bears  the  name  of  the 
bear,  or  of  the  roe  buck,   authors  varying  on  this 
head  •,    the  other  two  have  the  wolf  and  tortoife 
for  their  animals  ;   laftly,  every  town  has  its  own 
particular  animal,  and  it  is  probably  this  variety 
which   has   mifled  the  authors  of    fome  accounts. 
It  is  alfo  proper  to  obferve,    that  befides  thefe  dif- 
tln6lions  of  nations,  tribes,   and  towns,  by  animals, 
there  are  alfo  others  founded   on   fome  cuftom,   or 
particular  event  :     as  for  inlfance,  the  Tionnonta- 
tez  Hurons,  who  are  of  the  firft  tribe,  commonly 
call  themfelves  the  tobacco  nation  -,  and  we  have  a 
treaty  in  which  thefe  Indians,  who  were  then  fettled 
at  Michillimakinac,   have  put   for  thcir  mark  the 
fi^iurc  of  a  beaver. 

The  Iroquois   nation  has  the  flime  animals  with 
the  Huron,  of  which  it  appears  to  be  a  colony,  vvith 
this  diirerence,  that  the  family  of  the  tortoife  is  i]'lic 
into  two  branches.,   calkd  the  greai:  and  little  tor- 
roil  c. 
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toife.  The  chitf  of  each  family  bears  its  jiamej 
and  in  all  public  (k-eds  he  's  known  by  no  oiher. 
The  lame  thing  happens  with  regard  to  the  chief  of 
a  nation.,  as  well  as  of  every  village  :  but  l)e(idi  s 
this  name,  which  is  only  a  fort  of  reprefeiit  viv. 
appellation,  they  have  another,  which  diltinguilhes 
them  more  particularly,  and  which  is  properly  a 
mark  c^  dignity  :  thus,  one  is  calicd  the  inofl: 
noble,  another  the  mod  ancient,  and  fo  lOith. 
L.aftly,  they  have  a  third  which  is  jvjrfonal  ;  buc 
I  fliould  be  apt  to  believe,  that  this  c.ifbom  pre- 
vails only  amongfb  thofe  nations  where  the  offic-w  of 
chief  is  hereditary. 

Thefe  titles  are  always  impofed  with  great  cere- 
mony ;  the  new  chief,  or,  in  cafe  he  is  too  young, 
he  who  reprefents  him,  is  to  make  a  fe.ifb,  bellow 
prefents,  pronounce  the  clcgium  of  their  predecef- 
Ibr,  and  fing  his  fong.  There  are,  however, 
fome  perfonal  names  in  fo  much  veneration,  that  no 
one  dares  to  appropriate  them  to  himfelf  •,  or  which, 
are  at  lead  a  long  time  before  they  are  renewed  •, 
when  this  is  done,  it  is  called  raifing  tlie  perfon  to 
life  who  formerly  bore  it. 

In  the  northern  parts,  and  wherever  the  Algon- 
quin tongue  prevails,  the  dignity  of  chief  is  elec- 
tive ;  and  the  whole  ceremony  of  ele-iion  and  in- 
flallation  confiRs  in  fome  feafts,  accompanied  with 
dances  and  fongs  :  the  chief  eleCl  lik^-wife  never 
fails  to  make  the  pancgyrick  of  his  predceeffbr,  and 
to  invoke  his  <?cniu.s.  Amontdl  the  Ilurons, 
v.'here  this  dignity  is  hereditary,  the  lu:cc(Tion  is 
continued  throuf^h  the  women,  (u  th  it  it  the  death 
of  a  clVief,  it  is  not  his  own,  but  his  filler's  (on  who 
fucceeds  him  ^  or,  in  default  of  which,  liis  near- 
eft  relation   m  the  female   line.     When  the  v.-holc 
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branch  happens  to  be  extinfl,  the  nobleft  matron 
ot  the  tribe  or  in  the  nation  chufes  the  perfon  fhe 
approves  of  moft,  and  declares  him  chief.  The 
perfon  who  is  to  govern  muft  be  come  to^  years 
of  matUiity  i  and  when  the  hereditary  chief  is  not 
as  yet  arrived  at  this  period,  they  appoint  a  re- 
gent, who  has  all  tiic  autliority,  but  which  he  holds 
in  name  of  the  minor.  Thefe  chiefs  generally  have 
no  great  marks  of  outward  rcfpc(5l  paid  them,  and 
it  they  arc  never  difobeyed,  it  is  becaufe  they 
knov;  how  to  fet  bounds  to  their  authority.  It  is 
trur  that  they  rcqucfl  or  propofc,  ratlier  tlian  com- 
mand *,  and  never  exceed  the  boundaries  of  that 
fmail  fliare  of  authority  with  which  they  are 
veiled.  Thus  it  is  properly  rcafbn  which  governs, 
and  the  government  has  fo  much  the  more  influ- 
ence, as  obedience  is  founded  in  liberty  ;  and  that 
they  are  free  from  any  apprehcnfion  of  its  degene- 
rating into  tyranny. 

Nay  more,  each  family  has  a  right  to  chufe  a 
counfellor  of  its  own,  and  an  afhflant  to  the  thief, 
who  is  to  watch  for  their  intereft  *,  and  without 
v;hofc  confcnt  the  chief  can  undertake  nothing. 
Thefe  counfellors  are,  above  all  thing?,  to  have  an 
eye  to  the  public  treafury  ;  and  it  is  properly  they 
who  dctcrm,ine  the  ufes  it  is  to  be  put  to.  They  are 
invefled  with  this  charadler  in  a  general  council, 
but  they  do  not  acquaint  their  allies  with  it,  as  they 
do  at  the  cle6tions  and  inftallations  of  their  chief. 
Amongft  the  Huron  nations,  the  women  name  the 
counfellors,  and  often  chufe  perfons  of  their  own  fex. 

This  body  of  counfellors  or  afllflants  is  the 
highcft  of  all  -,  the  next  is  that  of  the  elders,  con- 
fining of  all  thole  who  have  come  to  the  years 
of  maturity.    I  have  not  been  able  to  find  exadly 
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what  this  age  is.  The  hill  of  all  is  that  of  the  war- 
riors;  this  comprehends  all  who  arc'  able  to  bcir 
arms.  This  body  has  often  at  its  head,  the  chief  cf 
the  nation  or  town  -,  but  he  mult  tirll  have  dif. 
tinguidied  himfelf  by  fome  fignal  a6lion  of  brave- 
ry ;  if  not,  he  is  obliged  to  krvc  as  a  ful\a!rern, 
that  is,  as  a  fingle  ccntinel  •,  there  beii^g  no  degrees 
in  the  militia  of  the  Indians. 

In  fa6f,  a  large  body  may  have  fcveral  chiefs, 
this  title  being  given  to  all  who  ever  commanded  ; 
but  they  arc  not  therefore  the  Icfs  fubjed  to 
him  who  leads  the  party  ;  a  kind  of  general,  with- 
out charader  or  real  authority,  who  has  power 
neither  to  i-eward  nor  punifh,  whom  his  foldiers 
are  at  liberty  to  abandon  at  plerdiirc  and  with  im- 
punity, and  whofe  orders  notwithftanding  are  fcarcc 
ever  difputed  :  fo  tr  .  it  is,  that  amongll  a  people 
who  are  guided  by  reafon,  and  infpired  with  fenti- 
ments  of  honour  and  love  for  their  country,  in- 
dependance  is  not  deftruflive  of  fubordination  -, 
and,  that  a  free  and  voluntary  obedience  is  that  on 
which  we  can  always  rely  with  the  grcatclt  cer- 
tainty. Moreover,  the  qualities  requifite  are,  that 
he  be  fortunate,  of  undoubted  courage,  and  per- 
fe6lly  difintereftcd.  It  is  no  miracle,  that  a  per- 
fon  poflefled  of  fuch  eminent  qualities  fliould  be 
obeyed. 

The  women  have  'the  chief  authority  amongll 
all  the  nations  of  the  Huron  language  •,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  Iroquois  canton  of  Onneyouth,  in  which 
it  is  in  both  fexes  alternately.  But  if  tliis  be 
their  lawful  conftitution,  th(  ir  practice  is  feldoni 
agreeable  to  it.  In  fad,  the  men  never  tell  the 
women  any  thing  they  would  have  to  be  kept 
fccret ;  and  rarely  any  atfair  of  confequence  is  ccm- 
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miinicated  to  them,  though  all  is  clone  in  thei^ 
name,  and  the  chiefs  arc  no  more  than  their 
lieutenants.  WHiat  I  have  told  your  grace  of  the 
grandmother  of  the  hwcdit.ary  chici"  of  the  Ilurons 
i)f  the  Narrows,  who  could  never  obtain  a  mifTi- 
onary  for  her  own  town,  is  a  convincing  proof 
that  the  real  authority  of  the  women  is  very 
Imall  :  I  have  been  however  afTured,  that  ihey 
always  deliberate  firfl  on  whatever  is  propofed 
in  council  •,  and  that  they  afterwards  give  the  re- 
fult  of  their  deliberation  to  the  chiefs,  wh'^  make 
the  report  of  it  to  the  general  council,  compofed 
of  the  elders ;  but  in  all  probability  this  is  done 
only  for  form's  fake.,  and  with  the  rcHriclions  I 
have  already  mentioned.  The  warriors  likewife 
conlult  together,  on  what  relaies  to  their  par- 
ticular province,  but  can  coneluJe  nothing  of  im- 
portance which  concerns  the  nation  or  town  ;  al! 
being  fubjedl  to  the  examination  and  controul  of 
the  council  of  elders,  who  judge  in  the  laft  re- 
fourcc. 
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It  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that  proceedings  are 
carried  on  in  thefe  alfemblies  with  a  wifdom  and 
a  coohiefs,  and  a  knowledge  of  aiiairs,  and  I 
may  add  generally  with  a  probity,  which  wouhl 
have  done  honour  to  the  areopagus  of  Atiiens,  or 
to  the  fenate  of  Rome,  in  the  moil  glorious  days  of 
thofe  republics:  the  reafon  of  tliis  is,  that  nothing 
is  refolved  upon  with  precipitation  ;  and  that  thofe 
violent  pafTions,  which  have  fo  much  ciifgraced 
the  politics  even  of  Chriftians,  have  never  prevailed 
amongll  the  Indians  over  the  public  good.  In- 
terefled  perfons  tail  not,  however,  to  fet  many 
fprings  in  motion,  and  apply  an  addrcis  in  the 
execution  of  their  defigns,  we  could  hardly  believe 
barbarians  capable  ofj     ih.'y  alfo  ;-;ll  cf  them  pof- 
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fcfs,  in  the  moft  fovereign  degree,  the  :irt  of  con- 
aahng  their  real  intentions :  but  g(  ntrally  Ipcak- 
ing,  the  glory  of  the  nation  and  motive  (i'  ho- 
nour, are  the  chief  movers  in  ail  enterpri/.cs. 
What  can  never  be  exculed  in  them  is,  that  tliey 
often  make  honour  conliil  in  latiating  a  revenge 
which  knows  no  bounds  •,  a  fault  which  Clirilli- 
anity  alone  is  able  to  coriedl,  and  in  which  all  our 
politenels  and  religion  are  otten  unluccerskil. 

Each  tribe  has  an  orator  in  every  town,  which 
orators  are  the  only  perfons  wi:o  have  a  liberty 
to  i'peak  in  the  public  councils  and  .(:';cncral  allem- 
blies:  they  always  fpeak  well  and  to  the  purpole. 
Befides  this  natural  eloquence,  and  which  none 
who  are  acquainted  with  them  will  difputc,  they 
have  a  perfed:  knowledge  of  the  intermits  of  their 
employers,  and  an  addrefs  in  placing  the  bed  fide 
of  their  own  caufe  in  the  moft  advantageous  light, 
which  nothing  can  exceed.  On  fomeoccanons,  the 
women  have  an  orator,  who  Ipeaks  in  their  name, 
or  rather  ads  as  their  interpreter. 

Nations  who  may  be  faid   to  pofT^fs   nothing, 
neither  public  nor   private,    and  who  have  no  am- 
bition to  extend  their  territory,  Ihould,  in  appear- 
ance, have   few  affairs  to  fettle  with  one  another. 
But   the   mind  of  man,  naturally  rclllefs,   is  inca- 
pable of  remaining  inacftive,  and  is  very  fagacious 
in  cutting  out  bufip.efs  for  itieir.     What  is  certain, 
is  that  our  Indians  are  eternally  ne^,ociating,    and 
have  always   fome  aliairs   or   other  en   tlic  tapis  : 
fucli  as  the  concluding  or  renewing  of  treaties,  oiFers 
of  fervice,  mutual  civilities,  making  alliances,  in- 
vitations to   l)LComc  parlies   in   a  war,  and  I.iftiy, 
compliments   of  condular.ce  on  the  death  of   Ibnie 
chief  or  confivlcrablw'  ['(.i'up.     All  t:;:is  is  pericrm- 
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ed  with  a  dignity,  an  atteniion,  and,  I  may  add, 
with  a  capacity  equal  to  the  moil  imj/ortant  affairs  v 
and  tlicirs  arc  fometimts  of  grcaicr  coulcqucncc 
than  they  Iccm  tu  b;; :  for  ihuft ,  vvho  aiv  d^pu- 
ted  for  this  purpole,  have  coinmonly  fccict  indruc- 
tions ;  lo  that  the  outward  motive  of  their  deputa- 
tion is  no  more  than  a  veil  vvhicli  covers  their 
real  dcfigns. 

The  nation,  which  has  made  the  nrft  figure  in 
Canada,  lor  two  centurirs  pall,  is  that  ot  the  Iro- 
quois :  their  fuccefs  in  war  has  given  th:m  a  fu- 
periority  over  moft  ot  the  otiicrs,  wr.ich  none  of 
them  are,  any  longrr,  in  a  condition  todifpute  with 
them  ;  and  from  being  pacifick,  which  tliey  for- 
merly were,  they  liave  become  very  troublefome 
and  pragmaticnl.  But  nothing  has  contributed 
more  to  render  them  formiLlable,  than  the  advan- 
tage of  their  fituation,  which  they  prefently  difco- 
vered;  and  whereof  they  have  made  all  poHiblc 
advantage.  As  they  were  fituated  between  us  and 
the  Englifli,  they  loon  found  that  both  would  bo 
under  the  necefllty  of  keeping  well  with  them  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  has  been  the  chiel  care  of  both  colonics, 
fmce  their  eftablilliment,  to  gain  them  ov  r  to 
their  own  party,  or,  at  lead,  to  perfuade  them  to 
fland  neuter  :  and  as  they  were  perfuaded  that  if  ei- 
ther of  thefe  nations  Ihould  entirely  get  theafccndanc 
over  the  other,  they  mull  foon  be  fubjccted  them- 
felves ;  they  have  iound  the  fecret  of  bjllancing 
their  fuccefs  •,  and  if  we  reflecl  that  their  whole 
force  united  has  never  exceeded  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  combatants,  and  that  it  is  a  great  while  lincc 
they  have  diminiflicd  more  than  one  half,  we 
muft  needs  allov/,  they  muft  have  ul^d  infinit'^ 
abilities  and  adch'e's. 
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"Wldi  refpcdl  to  particulars  and  the  interior  go- 
vcrnnu-nt  or  police  of  rov/ns,  alTairs  are   i-du  ed 
to  few  articles,  and  ar.- loon  concluded.     The  au- 
thority of  the  chief  fcldom   or    never  extends  to 
thele  \  .!nd,  [:;eMcrally  fpcaking,  pcrfons  in  any  de- 
o-tee  of  credit,  are  entirely  tak'.'n  up  about  the  pu- 
blic burmcfs.     A  fingle  aftair  tf  however  little  im- 
portance, is  long  undir  deliberation  -,     every  thing 
b.inp;  C(  ndui^tcd  with  much  coolncTs  and  phlegm, 
and  nothing  being  deudcd  till  all  who  are  defirous 
have  been  acquamtcd  with   it.     Jf  a  prefcnt   has 
been   given  underhand    to  any  of   the  elders,   to 
make   fure   of  his  fuHrage,  you   are  fure   to  ob- 
tain it,  if  the  preftnt  has  beui  accepted  of.     It  has 
fcarce  ever  been  known,  that  an  Indian  has  failed 
in  an  engngenunt  of  this  fort  •,     but  it  is  no  cafy 
matter  to   bring  them  to  accept  of  it,  nor  does  he 
ever  receive  with  both  hands.    Young  perfons  enter 
,      early  into  the  knowledge  of  affairs,  which  natu- 
1      rally  renders  them  gra\c  and  ripe,   at   an  age   in 
\      V,  hich  we   are  Hill   children;     this  interefts  them, 
t      from   their   tendereft  infancy,  in  the  public  weal, 
and   infpires  them  with   an  emulation  which  is  fo- 
mented with  great  care,  and   from  which   there  is 
nothiiig  that  might  not   be  hoped  for. 


The  grenreO:  defe(fl  in  this  government  is,  that 
they  have  fcarce  the  fliadow  of  criminal  juflice 
among  tium  •,  though,  to  f ly  truth,  it  is  far  from 
being  attended  with  the  fame  bad  efTedts  it  would 
certainly  be  amonafl  us  :  the  great  fpring  of 
our  pafTions,  and   the  chief  fource  of  thofc  difor- 


(lers  winch  are  the  me^lt  pernicious  to  civil  loci 
cty,   to   wit,    private    iiueiefl-,  having   fcarce  any 
power  over  men  who  never 


think 


or 


hoard 


ins 


5» 


and  give   tlicmfclves  very  little  concern  about  to- 


morrow. 


I 


i:;i 


W 


■'I   i 


ill'! 


<•    \i  'i 


II 


hi" 


„5ii 


I! 'If'' 


N 


(    30    ) 

Wc  may  alfo  JLiflly  rc[)roarh  them  with  the  way 
in  which  they  bring  up  their  rhilihen  :  they  do 
not  in  much  as  know  what  it  is  to  correft  them. 
Whilll  they  arc  littic,  they  fay  ri.ey  have  no  reafon -, 
and  it  never  enters  into  the  head  of  an  Indian,  to 
think  that  the  judgmLnt  is  im[)rovcd  by  punifli- 
menti  when  they  arc  come  to  years  ot  chlcretion, 
they  pretend  tt>  be  mailers  ol  their  own  adlions, 
and  tliereiore  accountable  to  none.  They  carry 
thefc  maxims  to  iuch  a  heii.'jK,  as  to  lulfer  them- 
felve>  to  be  mnkreatcd  by  intoxicated  pcrfons,  witli- 
OLit  io  much  as  delending  themfclves  for  fear  of 
hurting  tliem.  Why  flioukl  we  do  them  any  evil, 
f.iy  they,  when  you  talk  to  them  of  the  ridicu- 
Joufnefs  01  this  behaviuur_i  tliey  know  not  what 
they  do  ? 

In  a  word,  thefe  Indians  are  perfectly  convinced., 
that  man  is  born  free,  and  that  no  power  on  cartli 
has  a  right  to  infringe  his  liberty,  and  that  nothing 
can  compenlate  the  lofs  of  it  :  and  it  has  been 
found  a  very  difficult  matter  to  undeceive  even  the 
Chriilians  among  them,  and  to  make  them  undcr- 
lland  how,  by  a  natural  confequence  of  the  corrup- 
tion of  our  nature,  which  is  the  eHecft  of  fin,  an  un- 
bridled liberty  of  doing  mifchief  difiers  very  little 
from  obliging  them  to  commit  it,  becaufe  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  byafs  which  draws  us  to  it ;  and 
that  ti<e  lav/  which  reftrains  us,  caufes  us  to  ap- 
pro.ich  nearer  to  our  original  ftaie  of  liberty,  whil.l" 
it  appears  to  take  it  Irom  us.  Happy  for  them, 
experience  has  not  made  them  feel  in  many  thinjcs 
all  the  power  of  thi-  tendency  v>/hich  produces  lo 
m^-ny  crimes  elfewherc.  Th^ir  underflandings  be- 
ing narrower  than  our?,,  their  defires  are  ilill  more 
fo :  reduccvl  to  dciirc  v/nat  is  ncceflary  only, 
lor  which  provid:;).cc  has  fufHck^ntly  provided,  they 
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have  (carcc  (o  much  as  the  notion  of  fuferflui- 
ties. 

After  all  this,  toleration  and  impunity  is  a  very 
great  diforder  j   as  is  alfo  that  want  of  I'ubordina- 
tion  in   public  as   well  as  domeftic  life,  in  which 
every  one  does  what  fcems  good  in  his  own  eyes  j 
where  father,  mother,  and  children  often  live,  like  fo 
many  perfons  who  have  met  by  chance,  and  linked 
tof^ether  by  no  fort  of  tye  ;    where  young  perfons 
manage  theaflairs  of  the  family,  without  confulting 
their  parents  about  them  any  more  than  if  they 
were    mere   ftrangers  ;     where    the    children    are 
brought  up  in  abfolute  independance,  and  where 
they  are  early  accuftomed   to  lirten  neither  to  the 
voice   of  nature,    nor    to   the   moll    indifpenfible 
duties  of  fociety. 

If  in  thofe  nations  who  arc  governed  with  more 
wifdom,  and  who  are  retrained  by  the  bridle  of  a 
holy  religion,    we  notwithftanding  fometimes   fee 
fuch  moniters  as  difhonour  humanity,  they  at  leaft 
excite  the  horror  of  others,  and  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  lafii  of  the  law  -,    but  what  is  in  this  cafe 
the  crime  of  an  individual,  becomes  the  crime  of 
the  nation,  when  it  is  fufiered  to  go  unpunifhed, 
as  parricide  itfelf  is  amongd   the   Indians ;    and 
were  it  ftill  more  rare   than  it  is,  this  impunity, 
however,  is  fuch  a  ftain  as  nothing  can  efface,  and 
which   lavours  entirely  of  the   barbarian.     There 
are,  however,  in  all  this  fome  exceptions,  of  which 
1  Ihall  prefently  fpeak  •,     bur,  generally  freaking, 
the  genius  and  character  of  our  Indians  is  fuch  as 
1  have  been  dcfcribing  it. 

They  are  not  only  perfuaded,  that  a  perfon  who 
is  not  in  pofiefTioa  of  his  reafon  is  not  refponfible 
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for  his  a6lIons,  at  leall,  that  he  deferves  no  punlfh- 
rnent ;  but  they  imagine  likewife  that  it  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  a  man  to  defend  himfcif  againfl  a 
woman  or  a  child  :  provided,  however,  as  I 
fhould  be  apt  to  imagine,  that  there  is  no  danger 
of  hfe  being  loft,  or  any  rifque  of  being  maimed ; 
in  which  cafe,  their  way  is,  if  poflible,  to  fave 
thcmfelves  by  flight.  But,  fhould  an  Indian  kill 
another  in  his  cabin,  being  drunk,  which  they  of- 
ten pretend  to  be  when  they  harbour  any  fuch  de- 
figns,  they  content  themfclves  with  bewailing  the 
dead  :  It  was  a  great  misfortune,  fay  they,  but 
as  for  the  muidcrir  he  knew  not  what  he  did. 

If  the  thing  was  done  in  cold  blood,  they  fup- 
pofe  without  dilficulty  that  the  petfon  who  com- 
mitted it,  muft  h.ive  had  very  good  reafons  before 
he  proceeded  to  this  extremity.  If  it  is  clear  he 
had  none,  it  belongs  to  thofe  of  his  own  cabin, 
as  being  the  only  perfuns  concerned,  to  punifh 
him  ;  thefe  have  power  to  p'.niili  him  with  death, 
but  this  they  rarely  do,  and  even  then  without  any 
form  of  juft'ice,  lb  that  his  deaih  does  not  fo  much 
look  like  a  legal  punifhment  as  the  revenge  of  fome 
individual ;  and  fometimes  a  chief  is  glad  of  this 
opportunity  to  gtt  rid  of  a  bad  fubJLd.  In  a 
word,  Climes  are  punifhed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
neither  to  fat  ify  j'jltice  nor  eftablilh  the  public 
tranquillity  and  fccnty. 

A  murder,  in  which  feveral  cabins  fliould  be  af- 
fected, would  notwithilandmg  always  have  trouble- 
iome  conf^qucnces,  and  wouLl  often  be  fufficient 
to  fct  a  vvr.ole  town,  and  even  a  whole  nation  in 
a  combullion  :  for  which  reafon,  in  fuch  acci- 
dents the  council  of  the  elders  leave  nothing  un- 
done in  Older  to  .iccommodare  matters  limeoufly  ; 
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and  in  cafe  of  fucccfs  it  is  commonly  the  publlck 
who  makes  the  prefents,  and  takes  all  tiie  necelTary 
fteps  with  the  offended  family.  The  prompt  pu- 
ni/hment  of  the  criminal  would  at  once  put  an 
end  to  the  affair,  and  the  relations  of  the  dcceafcd 
are  at  liberty  to  do  their  pleafure  on  him,  if  they 
can  get  him  in  their  hands  ;  but  his  own  cabbin 
think  it  inconfiftent  with  their  honour  to  facri- 
fice  him,  and  often  the  village  do  not  think  pro- 
per to  compel  them  to  it. 

I  have  read  in  a  letter  of  Father  Brebeuf,  who 
lived  a  long  time  among  the  Hurons,  that  thefe 
Indians  were  wont  to  punilh  murderers  in  this 
manner.  They  extended  the  dead  body  on  poles 
fixed  to  the  roof  of  a  cabbin,  and  the  murdtrer 
was  obliged  to  fit  feveral  days  fucceffively  diredtly 
under  it^  and  to  receive  all  that  fell  from  the  car- 
cafs,  not  only  on  himfelf  but  alfo  on  his  provifions, 
which  were  placed  near  him,  except  by  means  of  fome 
confiderable  prefent  made  to  the  cabbin  of  the  de- 
fund,  he  obtained  the  privilege  of  laving  his  diet 
from  the  pollution  of  this  poifon ;  but  the  Mif- 
fionary  does  not  tell  us  whether  this  was  done  by 
publick  authority,  or  was  only  by  way  of  reprifaj, 
which  thofe  it  concerned  made  ule  of  after  getting 
the  affaffm  in  their  power. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  the  way  moll:  in  ufe  amongft 
all  the  Indians  to  indemnify  the  relations  of  a  man 
who  has  been  murdered,  is  to  replace  him  by 
means  of  a  prifoner  of  war :  in  this  cafe  the  cap- 
tive is  almoft  always  adopted,  enters  into  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  rights  of  the  decealed,  and  foon 
caufes  the  perfon  whofe  place  he  fills  to  be  forgot- 
ten.    There  are,  however,  certain  odious  crimes 
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which  are    puniflied  with  death  on  tht  fpot,   at 
Icafi:  among  I'ome  nations  j    fuch  as  wichcraft. 

Whofoever  is  fufpe(51ed  of  this  crime  can  never 
be  fafe  any  where  -,  they  even  caufe  him  undergo, 
when  they  can  lay  hold  on  him,  a  kind  of  rack,  in 
order  to  oblige  him  to  name  his  accomplices,  af- 
ter which  he  is  condemned  to  the  fame  punifhment 
with  the  prifoners  of  war  ;  but  they  firfl  afk  the 
confent  of  his  family,  which  they  dare  not  refufe. 
Thofe  who  are  Icaft  criminal  are  knocked  in  the 
head,  before  they  are  burned  :  thofe  who  difho- 
nour  their  families,  are  treated  much  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  it  is  generally  their  own  /amily  that 
does  juftice  upon  them. 

Amongft  the  Hurons  who  are  very  much  gi- 
ven to  thieving,  and  who  perform  it  with  a  dexte- 
rity which  would  do  honour  to  our  mod  expert 
pick -pockets,  it  was  lawtul,  on  difcovery  of  the 
thief,  not  only  to  take  from  him  what  he  had  fto- 
Jen,  but  alio  to  carry  off  every  thing  in  his  cab- 
bin,  and  to  ftrip  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  childrca 
{lark  naked  without  their  darins;  to  make  the  lead 
rehftance.  And  further  in  order  to  fhun  all 
llich  conteftation  which  might  arife  on  this  head, 
certain  points  were  agreed  upon  from  which  they 
never  deviated.  For  example,  every  thing  found, 
were  it  but  a  moment  alter  it  was  loft,  belonged 
to  the  finder,  provided  the  former  proprietor  had 
not  before  reclaimed  it  ;  but  on  difcovery  of  the 
leaft  difhonelty  on  the  part  of  the  former,  they 
obliged  him  to  make  reliitution,  which  occafioned 
fometimies  difTentions,  which  were  with  difficulty 
put  an  end  to  :  the  followin^j  is  an  inftance  of  this 
fort  finL!,ular  enough. 
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A  good  old  woman  had  for  all  her  worldly 
goods,  but  one  collar  of  Wampum,  worth  abouc 
ten  crowns  of  our  money,  and  which  fhc  carried 
about  with  her  every  where  in  a  little  b  (g.  One 
day  as  ftie  was  at  work  in  the  fields,  ftie  chanced  to 
hang  her  bag  on  a  tree  ;  another  woman  who  per- 
ceived it  and  had  a  great  define  to  filch  her  collar 
from  her,  thought  the  prcfent  a  favourable  occafion 
for  feizing  it,  without  being  liable  to  be  accufed  of 
theft :  ftie  therefore  kept  her  eye  continually  upon 
it ;  and,  in  abouc  the  fpace  of  an  hour  or  two,  the 
old  woman  having  gone  into  the  next  field,  ftie 
flies  to  the  tree,  feizes  the  bag,  and  falls  a  crying 
how  lucky  flie  had  been  to  find  fo  valuable  a 
prize.  The  old  woman  turns  immediately  about 
and  fays  the  bag  belonged  to  her,  and  that  it  was 
fhe  who  had  hung  it  on  the  tree,  that  ftie  had  nei- 
ther loft  it  nor  forgot  it,  and  that  (he  intended  to 
take  it  down,  when  her  work  ftiould  be  over  ;  her 
adverfary  made  anfwer,  that  we  are  not  to  judge 
the  intentions,  and  that  having  quitted  the  field 
without  taking  down  her  bag,  fhe  was  deemed  in 
law  to  have  forgot  it. 

After  many  conteftations  between  thefe  two  wo- 
men, who  never  fpoke  fo  much  as  one  difobli- 
ging  word  the  v/hole  time-,  the  affair  was  brought 
before  an  arbiter  who  was  the  chief  of  the  vil- 
lage :  "  according  to  the  rigor,'*  fays  he,  "  the 
"  bag  is  the  property  of  the  finder  ^  but  the  cir- 
"  cumftances  of  the  thing  are  fuch,  that  if  this 
*'  woman  would  not  be  taxed  Vvich  avarice,  fhe 
*'  ought  to  reftore  it  to  the  cl  rmant,  and  be 
"  fatisfied  with  fome  little  prefent,  which  the  o- 
*'  ther  cannot  in  reaf)n  refufe  her."  Both  par- 
ties acquiefced  in  this  judgment ;    and  it  is  pro- 
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ytr  to  obfervc  that  the  fear  of  being  accufed  of 
avat-icc  had  iull  as  much  power  on  the  minds  of 
the  Indians,  as  the  fear  of  punifliment  could  have 
had  ;  and  that  thele  people  are  generally  govern- 
ed by  ihe  principles  of  honour  more  than  by  any 
other  motive  whatever. 
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Whrt  I  am  now  going  to  add,  will  gi"e  your 
Grace  a  new  proof  of  this.  I  faid  a  littJe  above, 
that  in  order  to  prevent  the  confequcnces  of  a  mur- 
der, the  public  takes  upon  itfeU  the  charge  of 
making  the  proper  fubmiflions  for  the  guilty,  and 
indemnifying  the  interefted.  Would  you  believe 
that  this  very  circumftance  has  more  power  in  pre- 
venting thefe  diforders  than  the  mod  fevere  laws  ? 
nothing  is,  however,  more  true :  for  as  thefe  fa- 
tisfadlions  coft  much  to  men  whofe  haughtinefs  is 
beyond  all  expreflion,  the  criminal  is  the  more  fen- 
fible  of  the  mortification  which  he  fees  the  publick 
fuffers  on  his  account,  than  he  could  pofTibly  be 
of  his  own  ;  and  their  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
their  nation,  is  a  much  more  powerful  curb  on 
thefe  barbarians  than  the  fear  of  death,  or  any  o- 
ther  punifhment  whatfoever. 

Eefides,  it  Is  certain  that  impunity  has  not  al- 
ways prevailed  amongft  them  to  the  degree  it  has 
done  lately  ;  and  our  firfl:  mifTionaries  found  fome 
faces  of  the  ancient  fcverity,  with  which  they  knew 
how  to  reftrain  crimes  ftill  remaining.  Theft  in 
particular  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  a  (lain 
which  diflionoured  a  family  -,  and  every  individual 
had  a  right  to  wafli  off  the  fcandal  of  it  in  the 
blood  of  the  criminal.  Father  Brebeuf  perceived 
ox  day  a  young  Huron  who  was  difpatching  a 
^ifi;   he  ran  up  to  him  in  order  to  hinder  him, 
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and  afked  him  what  it  was  that  could  provoke 
him  to  this  violence.  "  It  is  my  fifter,"  anfwer- 
cd  the  Indian,  "  flie  is  a  thief,  and  i  am  going 
*'  to  expiate  by  her  death,  the  dilhonour  (he  has 
"  brought  upon  me  and  all  our  family  "  My 
letter  is  juft  called  for.  I  conclude  with  alluring 
you,  that 

I  am,    &c. 
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LETTER     XIX. 
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Voyage  from  the  Narrows  to  Michillimakinac.  Bef- 
fcription  ( ^  the  country.  Of  the  marriages  of  the 
Indians. 

Michillimakinac^  June  30,  1721. 

Madam, 

IT  was  on  the  i8th  of  this  month  I  at  length 
took  my  leave  for  good  and  all  of  fort  Pont- 
chartrain  at  the  Narrows,  a  little  before  funfct. 
I  had  fcarce  advanced  a  league  in  my  way  before 
a  ftorm  accompanied  with  a  deluge  of  rain,  obli- 
ged me  to  make  to  land  well  foaked,  where  we 
pafTed  the  night  in  a  very  uncomfortable  manner. 
All  I  was  able  to  get  forward  the  next  day  was  to 
traverfe  lake  St.  Clair,  which  is  about  four  leagues 
long  i  the  country  appeared  to  me  very  good  on 
both  fides.  At  half  way  you  leave  on  your  left 
a  river  120  feet  in  breadth  at  its  mouth;  this 
has  got  the  name  of  the  river  of  the  Hurons, 
thefc  Indians  having  taken  fandtuary  here  during 
the  war  with  the  Iroquois.  On  the  right  and  al- 
moft:  oppofite  is  another  river,  the  mouth  of  which 
is  twice  as  wide,  and  which  is  navigable  for  four- 
fcore  leagues  without  any  rapid  current,  a  rare 
thing  in  the  rivers  of  this  country  :  they  could  not 
tell  me  its  name. 
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Thf,  courfe  from  the  fort  at  the  Narrows  to  the 
end  o!  this  traverfe  is  eaft,  north-caft  •,  from  thence 
you  t'jin  to  the  north  by  way  of  the  eaft,  and  fo 
round  lill  you  cci-ne  to  the  fouth  for  four  leagues, 
at  the  end  of  which  you  tind  on  your  right  a  vil- 
lage of  the  MifTifagiiy  Indians,  ft\itcd  on  a  fertile 
foil  at  the  entry  of  three  magnificent  meadows,  and 
in  the  mofl:  charming  fituation  that  can  be  •,  from 
thence  to  lake  Huron  I  reckon  twelve  leagues, 
the  country  coiuinuing  always  moft  delightful. 
Tiiis  is  a  noble  channel  as  ftraight  as  a  line  and 
bordered  with  lofty  forefls,  interfperfed  with  fine 
meaaows  with  many  iflands  fcattered  up  and  down 
in  it,  r*)me  of  which  are  confiderably  large  ;  the 
courfe  through  it  is  a! way*  north  one  quarter  eaft, 
and  in  the  entrance  of  lake  Huron  the  courfe  is 
due  norrh  tor  twelve  leagues  more, 

C  nrniig  lake  St.  Claire,  I  had  in  my  canoe  a 
youf.g  -ndian  who  wa  ilong  and  vigorous,  and 
on  tiic  ilicr.gtl.  of  whofc  arms  I  relied  a  good  deal, 
when  I  f.iai  L:'d  [v.  >'.  his  pallage  on  his  afking  it  ; 
he  was  liowcvei  of  very  little  lervice  to  me,  to 
maicr  amunus  he  diverted  me  highly  fill  a  ftorm 
t!  at  <.!.ric  on  jufb  over  onr  heads  begun  to  make 
me  u....afv.  Thi-  young  man  fell  a  drcfling  him- 
feif  hciore  he  embarked,  and  at  every  th;ee  llrokes 
ot  his  c  .  t  ok  up  liis  looking  glafs  to  fee  whe- 
tliv .  .Ik  liiorion  of  his  arms  hid  difcompofed  the 
ce  onor.y  ot  iiis  drefs,  or  wh;  ther  the  fweat  had 
i  ..r  c.i...)gfd  the  d  fpofition  of  the  red  and  other 
tc'^urb  with  which  he  had  daubed  his  face. 

I  clone  know  vvhether  he  expeded  to  arrive  at 
r;;.  village  of  the  MilLfiguys  before  night,  in  or- 
fi-r  to  be  prefent  at  fome  fall;  but  we  were  not 
able  to  get  fo  far.    The  ftorm  increafed  as  we  were 

almoft 


i 


almol 

lake,! 

IndiJ 

poinJ 

of  tl 

other] 

nity 

defigl 

fccn 

wheni 

all  tl 

mud 

face?, 

fellov^ 

fome 

ing  tl 

have 

in  ort 

treme 

a  WOK 


I'j-'ij 


n^ 


s  to  the 
1  thence 
and  fo 
leagues. 
It  a  vil- 
.  fertile 
vs,  and 
i   from 
eagues, 
ightful. 
ine  and 
th  fine 
i  down 
e  ;  the 
;r  eafl-, 
urfe  is 


anoe  a 

s,  and 

i  deal, 

ngit; 

e,    to 

ftorm 

make 

him- 

rokes 

whe- 

d  the 

:  had 

other 


^e  at 
or- 
not 
were 
nofl 


(  41  ) 
almoft  clofe  to  an  ifland  fitiiated  at  the  end  of  the 
Jake,  where  we  were  obliged  to  ftop.  Our  young 
Indian  feemcd  not  much  mortilied  at  the  clifap- 
pointment,  thefe  people  fcldom  taking  any  thing 
of  that  fort  much  to  heart  j  perhaps  he  had  no 
other  intention  in  drelTing  himfelf  than  the  va- 
nity of  being  admired  by  us  ;  but  if  this  was  his 
defign,  all  his  care  was  labour  in  vain,  as  I  had 
fcen  him  in  his  own  likencfs  but  two  days  before, 
when  I  thought  he  looked  much  better  than  witli 
all  that  ridiculous  dawbing  that  had  coft  him  fo 
much  trouble  ;  few  of  the  women  here  paint  their 
face?,  but  all  the  men,  and  efpecially  the  young 
fellows  are  mighty  fond  of  this  decking,  there  are 
feme  of  them  who  will  fpend  half  a  day  in  dawb- 
ing themfelves  in  this  manner,  only  that  they  may- 
have  the  pleafure  of  ftrolling  from  door  to  door 
in  order  to  be  admired,  and  return  afterwards  ex- 
tremely well  fa:isfied  with  themfelves,  though  not 
a  word  has  been  fpoke  to  them. 

We  enteral  lake  Huron  the  21  ft  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  where  we  had  foon  the 
pleafure  of  fifhing  for  fturgeon.  On  the  morrow 
in  fpite  of  the  thunder  which  rumbled  the  whole 
day,  bu^.  which  was  fatisfied  with  threatening  us ; 
I  advanced  near  twenty  five  leagues  in  the  lake, 
but  the  23d  a  thick  fog,  which  hindered  us  from 
feeing  four  paces  before  our  canoe,  obliged  us  to 
ffiorten  fail,  becaufe  we  were  failing  on  a  ledge  of 
rocks,  which  in  many  places  has  fcarce  half  a  foot 
water  on  it  •,  this  rock  extends  a  great  way  into  the 
Jake  and  is  ten  leagues  in  length  ;  our  Canadians 
call  it  the  low  countries.  Ihe  day  following  we 
made  the  bay  of  Saguinam,  five  or  fix  leagues 
broad  at  the  mouth  and  thirty  deep ;  from  thence 
to  Michillimakinac  the  profped  is  extremely  dif- 
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»^•ffable,     no   more   vines,     draggling    fliru 
woods,  and  very  little  game.    Ten  leagues 
the  bay  of  .Saguinam  you  ^^erceive  two  vcr 
rivers,  a  league  dilant  irom  each  other,  and 
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ler  a  creek  called,  //us  can  1 


or  '■Thunder  Creek,  three  leagu>  s  over  at  the 
but  of  no  great  di  pth  within  land.  Micl 
kimac  lies  in  43  deg.  and  30  min.  north  1 
the  courfe  vvhicii  is  thirty  le.if^ues  l^ng  fr 
mouth  of  the  Narrows,  coalling  along  th 
crn  fliore  of  lake  Huron  is  almoft  due  nc 
;inivul  the  2oth  in  this  poft  v.hich  is  much  fallen 
to  decay,  fince  the  time  that  Moiifieur  de  la  Motte 
Cadillac,  carried  to  the  Narrows  the  belt  part  of 
the  Indians  who  were  fettled  here,  and  efpecially 
the  liurons-,  feveral  of  the  Outavvaies  followed 
them  thither,  others  c'ifnerfed  themfelves  amonn;!l 
the  beaver  iflands,  fo  that  what  is  Icrt  is  only  a 
forry  village,  where  there  is  notvvithflanding  lli'l 
carried  on  a  confidcrable  fur-trade,  this  being  a 
thorouMifarc  or  rendezvous  of  a  number  of  Indian 
nations. 
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The  fort  is  flill  kept  up  as  well  as  the  houfe  of 
the  mifTionaries,  who  at  prefent  are  not  diflrelfed 
with  bufmefs,  having  never  found  the  Outawaies 
much  difpofed  to  receive  their  inrlrutSlions,  but 
the  court  judges  their  prefence  necelTary  in  a  place 
where  we  are  often  obliged  to  treat  with  our  allies, 
in  orc'er  to  exercife  their  functions  on  the  French, 
who  repair  hither  in  great  numbers.  1  have  been 
affurcd  that  fince  the  iettlemenr  cf  the  Narrows, 
and  the  dilperfion  of  the  Indians  v/liich  has  fol- 
lowed upon  it,  feveral  northern  nations  that  were 
wont  to  bring  their  Furs  to  this  place,  have  fince 
found  the  way  to  HudlbnVs  bay  by  the  river  Bour- 
bon where  thev  trade  with  the  Eni^iifii  -.  but  Mon- 
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fieur  de  la  Motte  could  not  forefcc  this  Incon- 
veniency  as  wc  were  then  in  pofllllion  of  Hudfon^s 
bay. 


)f    Michilli 
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The  fituation  or  jVlichiUnnnkinac  is  mol 
vantageous  for  trafFic.  This  poll  flands  between 
three  great  lakes  -,  lake  Michigan  which  is  three 
hundred  leagues  in  circuit,  without  mentioning  the 
great  bay  which  falls  into  it  i  lake  Huron  wliich  is 
three  hundred  and  fifty  le.igues  in  circumference, 
and  is  in  form  of  a  triangle  •,  and  lake  Sujjerior, 
which  is  five  hundred  leagues  round  •,  all  three  are 
navigable  for  the  larged  fort  of  boats,  and  the 
two  firfl  are  fcparated  only  by  a  fmall  (Irait, 
which  has  alfo  water  fufficient  for  the  fame  velTels, 
which  may  alfo  without  any  obftacle  fail  all  over 
lake  Erie  as  far  as  Niagara.  It  is  true  thnt  there  is 
no  communication  between  lake  Huron  and  lake 
Superior,  but  by  a  channel  two  and  twenty  leagues 
long,  and  very  much  incommoded  with  rapid  cur- 
rents, which  do  not  hinder  canoes  from  goint;  to 
Michillimakinac,  loaded  with  all  the  commodities 
which  lake  Superior  and  its  fhores  afford. 

This  lake  is  two  hundred  leagues  in  length  from 
eafl:  to  wefl,  and  in  feveral  places  fourfcore  leagues 
broad  from  north  to  fouth  -,  the  whole  fouth  coaft 
is  fandy  and  pretty  flreight  -,  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  be  furprized  by  a  north  wind  on  it,  and 
the  north  fliore  is  much  more  commodious  for 
navigation,  it  being  entirely  lined  with  rocks, 
which  form  little  harbours,  where  you  may  fhelter 
yourfelf  with  the  greatefl  e  .fe  -,  and  nothing  is 
more  necelTary  to  thole  who  fail  in  canoes  on  this 
lake,  in  which  travellers  have  remarked  a  pheno- 
menon which  is  fingular  enough. 
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When  a  ftorm  is  about  to  rife  you  are  adver- 
tifed  of  it,  fay  they,  two  days  before  j  at  firft  you 
perceive  a  gentle  murmuring  on  the  furface  of  the 
water  which  Jafts  the  whole  day,  without  en- 
creafing  in  any  fenfible  manner ;  the  day  after  the 
Jake  is  covered  with  pretty  large  waves,  but  with- 
out breaking  all  that  day,  fo  that  you  may  pro- 
ceed without  fear,  and  even  make  good  way  if  the 
wind  is  favourable ;  but  on  the  third  day  when 
you  art  lead  thinking  of  it  the  lake  becomes  aH 
on  fire ;  the  ocean  in  its  greatefl:  rage  is  not  more 
toft,  in  which  cafe  you  muft  take  care  to  be  near 
fheJter  to  fave  yourfelf;  this  you  are  always  fure 
to  find  on  the  north  fhore,  whereas  on  the  fourh 
you  are  obliged  to  fecure  yourfelf  the  fecond  day 
at  a  confiderable  didance  from  the  water  fide. 

The  Indians  out  of  gratitude  for  the  plenty  of 
fifh  with  which  this  lake  fupplies  them,  and  from 
the  refped  which  its  vaft  extent  infpires  them  with, 
have  made  a  fort  of  divinity  of  it,  to  which  they 
offer  facrifices  after  their  own  manner.  I  am  how- 
ever of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  to  the  lake  itfelf 
but  to  the  genius  that  prefides  over  it,  that  they 
addrefs  their  vows.  If  we  may  credit  thefe  people 
this  lake  proceeds  from  a  divine  original,  and  was 
formed  by  Michab:u  god  of  the  waters,  in  order 
to  catch  beavers.  In  the  channel  by  whicn  it  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  lake  Huron^  is  a  rapid  current 
caufed  by  two  great  rocks  •,  our  miflionaries  who 
have  a  very  flourifhing  church  here  have  called  it, 
Le  fciult  lie  Sante  Mane^  or  the  Fall  of  St.  Mary  : 
thefe  rocks  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Indi- 
ans, are  the  remains  of  a  caufcway  made  by  the 
god  in  order  to  dam  up  the  waters  of  the  rivers, 
and  thofe  o^  the  lake  /llimipegon  which  fupply  this 
great  lake. 
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Large  pieces  of  copper  are  found  in  fome  pla- 
ces on  its  banks  and  round  fome  of  the  iflands, 
which  are  ftill  the  obje(5l  of  a  fuperftitious  worfhip 
amongfl  the  Indians ;  they  look  upon  them  with 
veneration,  as  if  they  were  the  prefents  of  thofe 
gods  who  dwell  under  the  waters ;  they  colled 
their  fmalkft  fragments  which  they  carefully  pre- 
fer vc  without  however  making  any  ufe  of  them. 
They  fay  that  formerly  a  huge  rock  of  this  me- 
tal was  to  be  feen  elevated  to  a  confiderable  height 
above  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  as  it  has  now 
difappeared  they  pretend  that  the  gods  have  car- 
ried it  elfewhere  ;  but  there  is  great  rtafon  to  be- 
lieve that  in  procefs  of  time,  the  waves  of  the 
lake  ha^'e  covered  it  entirely  with  fand  and  flime  ; 
and  ii  is  certain  that  in  feveral  places  pretty  large 
quantities  of  this  metal  have  been  difcovered, 
without  even  being  obliged  to  dig  very  deep.  Du- 
ring the  courfe  of  my  firll  voyage  to  this  country, 
1  was  acquainted  with  one  of  our  order,  who  had 
been  formerly  a  goldfmith,  and  who,  while  he 
was  at  the  miffion  of  the  Fall  of  St.  Mary^  ufed 
to  fearch  for  this  metal,  and  made  candlefticks, 
croITes,  and  cenfers  of  it,  for  this  copper  is  often  to 
be  met  with  almoft  intirely  pure. 

When  Michabou,  add  the  Indians,  formed  lake 
Superior  he  dwelt  at  Michillimakinac  the  place  of 
his  birth  •,  this  name  properly  belongs  to  an  ifland 
almofb  round  and  very  high,  fituated  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  lake  Huron,  though  cuifom  has  ex- 
tended it  to  all  the  country  round  about.  This 
ifland  may  be  about  three  or  four  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  is  feen  at  the  didance  of  twelve 
leagues.  Tliere  arc  two  other  iflands  to  the  fouth  ; 
the  moll  dillant  of  which  is  five  or  fix  leagues 
long  J  the  other  is  vtry   fmall  and  quite  round  ; 

both 


!:t; 

J!' 


I,   • 'I 


i    tl 


Hlli'l 


I        I 


I       'I 


1 

a 
H    1 

It 

:  i 
'  1 

!■ 


(    46    )     - 

both  of  them  are  well  wooded  and  the  foil  excel- 
lent, whereas  that  of  Michillimakinac  is  only  a 
barren  rock,  being  fcarc  fo  much  as  covered  with 
mofs  or  herbage  ;  it  is  notvithftanding  one  of  the 
moft  Cvrlebrated  places  in  all  Canada,  and  has  been 
a  long  time  according  to  fome  ancient  traditions 
among  the  Indians,  the  chief  refidcnce  of  a  nation 
if  the  fame  name,  and  whcrccf  they  reckoned  as 
they  fay  to  the  number  of  thirty  towns,  which 
were  dlfperfed  up  and  down  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  ifland.  It  is  pictendcd  they  were  deflroyed 
by  the  Iroquois,  but  it  is  not  faid  at  what  time  nor 
on  what  occafion  -,  what  is  certain  is,  that  no  vcf- 
tige  of  them  now  remains  •,  I  have  fomewhere  read 
that  our  ancient  miflionaries  have  lately  difcovered 
fome  relicks  of  them.  The  name  of  Michillima- 
kinac fignifies  a  great  quantity  of  turtles,  but  I 
have  never  heard  that  more  of  them  are  found 
here  at  this  day  than  elfewhere. 

The  Michillimalilnacs  live  entirely  by  fifhing, 
and  there  is  perhaps  no  place  in  the  world  where 
they  are  in  greater  plenty  ;  the  moft  common  forts 
of  tifii  in  the  three  lakes,  and  in  the  rivers  which 
difcharge  themfeives  into  them,  are  the  herring, 
the  carp,  the  gilt-fifli,  the  pike,  the  rturgeon,  the 
ailikamcgue  or  white-filh,  and  efpecially  the  trout. 
There  are  three  forts  of  thefe  laft  taken  ;  amongft 
which  is  one  of  a  monftrous  fize,  and  in  fo  great 
quantities,  that  an  Indian  with  his  fword  will  flrike 
to  the  number  of  fifty  fometimes  in  the  fpace  of 
three  hours  :  but  the  moft  famous  of  all  is  the 
v^hite-fiOi  ;  k  is  nearly  of  the  fize  and  figure  of  a 
mackrel,  and  whether  frefh  or  faked  nothing  of  a 
fiih-kind  can  exceed  it.  The  Indians  tell  you  that 
it  was  Micliabou  who  taught  tlicir  anceftors  to  fifli, 
invenrtd  nets  oi  which  he  took  the  idea  from 
3  Arachne's 
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Arcahnc's,  or  the  fpider's  web.  Thofe  people,  as 
your  Grace  very  well  fees,  ciO  their  deity  lull  as 
little  honour  as  he  deferves,  by  lending  iiim  to 
fchool  to  fuch  a  contemptible  infedl. 

The  profped  you  enjoy  from  this  place  gives 
no  very  great  idea  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  tho' 
you  find  excellent  land  at  no  great  diftance.  The 
fnrie  may  be  laid  of  the  beaver  iflands,  which  you 
leave  on  your  left  foon  after  you  have  entered  lake 
Michigan  The  Cutaways  who  retired  thither 
fow  maize  on  them,  which  good  hufbandry  they 
have  learned  from  the  Hurons,  with  whom  they 
have  long  dwelt  in  thofe  parts.  The  Amikouys  had 
formerly  their  abode  in  thefe  iiland^i  ;  this  na~ 
tion  is  now  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number  of 
families,  v.'ho  have  gone  over  to  the  illand  Mani- 
toualin,  to  the  north  of  lakv  Huron  ;  it  is  hov/e- 
ver  one  of  the  noblell  in  all  Canada  according  to 
the  Indians,  who  believe  them  defcendcd  from  the 
great  beaver  whofe  name  they  bear,  and  who  is 
next  to  Michabou  or  the  great  hare,  their  principal 
deity. 

He  it  is,  fay  they  likewife,  who  has  formed 
lake  Nipifllng;  and  all  the  rnpids  or  currents 
which  are  found  in  the  great  river  of  the  Cuta- 
ways, are  the  remains  of  the  caufeway  he  had  built 
in  order  to  compleat  his  deiign.  They  alfo  add 
that  he  died  in  tht.^  fame  place,  and  that  he  is  bu- 
ried under  a  mountain  which  you  perceive  on  the 
northern  fliore  of  lake  Ninilling.  This  moun- 
tain viewed  from  one  certain  fide,  naturally  enough 
reprcfents  the  figure  of  a  beavei,  which  circum- 
Itance  has  no  doubt  occafioned  all  thefe  tales ;  but 
the  Indians  maintain  that  it  was  the  ereat  beaver 
who  gave  this  form  to  the  mountain,  after  he  had 
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made  choice  of  it  for  his  burial-place,  and  they  ne- 
ver pafs  by  this  place,  without  rendering  him  theif 
homage,  by  offering  him  the  fmoke  of  their  to- 
bacco. 

This,  Madam,  is  what  fcemed  worthy  of  ob- 
fervation  with  refpedl  to  this  pofl,  fo  celebrated  in 
the  voyages  and  relations  of  Canada.  1  now  re- 
turn to  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Indians, 
and  having  already  treated  of  what  relates  to  their 
wars,  I  (hall  entertain  with  what  pafles  at  their 
marriages. 

A  plurality  of  wives  is  allowed  of,  amongft  fe- 
veral  of  the  nations  of  the  Algonquin  language,  and 
it  is  common  enough  to  marry  all  the  fillers  •,  this 
cuftom  is  founded  on  a  perfuafion,  that  filters  muft 
agree  Letter  together  than  flrangers.  In  this  cafe 
all  the  women  are  upon  an  equal  footing  •,  but 
amongft  the  true  Algonquins  there  are  two  orders 
of  wives,  thofe  of  the  fecond  order  being  the  flaves 
of  the  fird:.  Some  nations  have  wives  in  every 
quarter  where  they  have  occafion  to  fojourn  for  a 
while  in  hunting  time  ;  and  I  have  been  aflTured, 
that  this  abufe  has  crept  in  fome  time  fince^  a- 
mongfl  the  nations  of  the  Huron  language,  who 
were  always  before  fatisfied  with  one  wife.  But 
there  prevails  in  the  Iroquois  canton  of  Tfonnon- 
thouan  a  much  greater  diforder  iVill,  namely  a  plu- 
rality of  hufbands. 

"With  refpeft  to  degrees  of  parentage  in  mar- 
riage, the  Hurons  and  Iroquois  are  very  fcrupulousj 
the  parties  amongft  them  muft  liave  no  manner  of 
con(i\ngu,nity,  and  even  adoption  itfelf  is  included 
in  this  law.  But  the  hufband  when  the  wife  hap- 
pens to  die  firit  is  oblii2,ed  to  marry  her  filter,  or 
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in  default  of  h?r,  fuch  perfoa  as  the  family  of  the 
deccafed  (hali  chufc  for  hitn.  Tiie  wife  on  her  pare 
is  under  the  fame  obh'gation  with  refpcd  to  the 
brothers  or  relations  of  her  hufband,  provided  he 
dies  without  leaving  any  children  by  her,  and  than 
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they  alledge  for  this,  are  the  fame  exprefled  in  the 
25th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy.  The  hufband  who 
fhould  retufe  to  marry  the  fifter  or  relation  of  his 
departed  wife,  would  thereby  expofe  himfelf  to  all 
the  outrages  which  the  perfon  he  rejcfts  fliail  think 
fit  to  offer  him  •,  and  which  he  is  obliged  to  fuffer 
without  murm.uring  :  when  for  want  of  fuch  per- 
fon a  widow  is  permitted  to  provide  herfelf  in  a 
hufband  eifewhere,  they  are  obliged  to  make  her 
prefents,  as  a  teftimony  rendered  to  her  virtuous 
behaviour  •,  and  which  fhe  has  a  right  to  exaft, 
provided  fhe  have  really  obferved  a  prudent  de- 
portment during  the  time  of  her  firft  marriage. 

Amongfl:  all  the  Indian  nations,  there  are  certain 
confiderable  families,  who  can  only  contrad:  alli- 
ances with  each  other,  and  chiefly  amongfl  the  AI- 
gonquins.  Generally  fpeaking,  the  perpetuity  of 
marriages  is  facred  in  this  country,  and  moft  look 
upon  thofe  agreements  to  live  together  as  long  as 
they  fball  fee  fit,  and  to  fcparate  when  they  be- 
come weary  of  each  other,  as  being  contrary  to 
good  order.  A  hufband  who  fhould  abandon  his 
wife  without  lawful  caufe,  muft  lay  his  account 
with  many  infults  from  her  relations  ;  and  a  wo- 
man who  fliould  leave  her  hufband  v\lthout  being 
forced  to  it  by  his  ill  conduifl,  muil  pafs  her  time 
Hill  worfe. 
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Amongft  the  Miamis,  a  hufband  has  a  right  to 

cut  off  the  nofe  of  the  wife  who  eiopes  from  him  : 
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but  .imongft  the  Iroquois  and  Hurons  they  may 
part  by  mutual  confent ;  this  is  done  without  any 
noife,  and  the  parties  thus  feparated  are  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  new  engagements.  Thefc  Indians 
cannot  fo  much  as  conceive  how  men  fliould  make 
any  difficulty  about  it :  *'  My  wife  and  I,  (faid  one 
*'  of  them  to  a  mifTionary,  who  endeavoured  to 
**  bring  him  to  a  fenfe  of  the  indecency  of  this 
**  fort  of  feparations,)  cannot  live  in  peace  toge- 
*'  thcr ;  my  neighbour  is  exadlly  in  the  fame  fitu- 
*'  ation,  we  have  agreed  to  exchange  wives  and 
"  arc  all  four  perfedly  well  fatisfied  :  now  what 
"  can  be  more  reafonable  than  to  render  one  ano- 
*'  ther  mutually  happy  when  it  can  be  fo  cafily 
*'  brought  about,  and  without  hurting  any  body :" 
This  cuftoni  however  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
is  looked  upon  as  an  abufe,  and  is  of  no  great 
antiquity,  at  leaft  among  the  Iroquois. 

What  moft  commonly  deflroys  the  peace  of  fa- 
malies  amongft  the  Canadian  nations  is  jealoufy, 
to  which  both  fexes  are  equally  fubjed:.  The  Iro- 
quois boaft  of  being  free  from  this  evil  ;  but  thofe 
who  have  been  mofl  converfant  among  them  afllire 
us,  that  they  are  jealous  to  an  extravagant  height. 
When  a  woman  has  difcovered  that  her  hufband 
likes  another,  her  rival  muft  take  care  to  keep  well 
upon  her  guard,  and  the  more  fo  as  the  unfaithful 
hufband  can  neither  defend  her,  nor  fide  with  her 
in  any  manner  ;  a  man  who  fhould  maltreat  his 
wife  on  this  account  would  be  difgraced  for  ever. 

The  parents  are  the  only  match-makers  in  this 
country  ;  the  parties  concerned  never  appear  in  it, 
but  abandon  themfelves  blindly  to  the  will  of  thofe 
on  whom  they  depend  ;  but  beheld  the  caprice  of 
tliefe  barbarians,  who  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  de- 
pendant 


pend 

very 

pend 

out 

formi 

tronS; 

youn( 

that 

long 

derhi 


Nil 


Tl 


it 


(        51         ) 

pendant  on  their  parents  in  no  cafe,  except  in  the 
very  thing  in  which  they  ought  leafl  of  all  to  de- 
pend on  them  :  nothing  however  is  concluded  with- 
out their  confent,  but  this  is  only  a  mere  pi^re  of 
formality.  The  firft  ftcps  are  taken  by  the  ma- 
trons, but  it  is  not  common  for  the  relations  of  the 
young  woman  to  make  any  advances  -,  not  but 
that  in  cafe  a  girl  fliould  happen  to  remain  too 
long  in  the  market,  her  family  would  aft  un- 
derhand in  order  to  get  her  difpofcd  of,  but  in  this 
a  great  deal  of  caution  is  ufed.  In  fume  places  the 
girls  are  in  no  hurry  to  get  themfelves  married,  as 
they  are  at  full  liberty  to  make  trial  of  that  (late 
beforehand,  and  as  the  ceremony  of  marriage 
makes  no  change  in  their  condition  except  to  ren- 
der it  harder. 
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They  remark  a  great  deal  of  modcily  In  the 
behaviour  of  young  people  whilft  the  match  is 
making,  though  we  are  told  the  thing  was  quite 
different  in  ancient  times ;  but  what  is  almoft  in- 
credible, and  which  is  neverthelefs  attefted  by  good 
authors  is,  that  in  feveral  places  the  new  married 
couple  live  together  for  a  whole  year  in  perfect 
continence ;  this  is  done  fay  they,  to  Ihevv  that 
they  married  out  of  friend fhip  and  not  to  gratify 
their  paflions  •,  a  young  woman  would  even  be 
pointed  at  who  fhould  prove  with  child  the  firft 
year  of  her  marriage. 

After  what  has  been  fald  we  ought  to  have  lefs 
difficulty  in  believing  what  is  related  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  young  people  behave  during  the 
courtlhip  in  thofe  places,  in  which  they  are  per- 
mitted to  be  alone.  For  though  cuftom  allows 
them  great  familiarities,  they  neverthelefs  pretend 
that  in  the  moll  extreme  danger  to  whicii  modefty 
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can  be  cxpofLcl,  and  c/en  under  the  veil  of  night, 
there  pafiTes  nothing  which  traiigrefles  the  rules  of 
the  moll  rigid  decorum,  and  that  not  a  word  is 
mtered  which  can  offend  the  chafteft  ear.  I  flatter 
myfelf  your  Grace  will  not  be  offended,  that  1  do 
not  enter  into  the  fame  detail  on  this  fubjeft  with 
other  authors ;  and  elpecially  as  all  they  have  faid 
contributes  nothing  to  the  credit  of  their  ac- 
counts. 

I  find  many  different  relations  with  regard  to  the 
preliminaries  and  ceremonies  of  marriage  amongft 
thele  nations  ;  whether  this  proceeds  from  the  dif- 
ferent cufloms  of  different  nations,  or  from  the 
want  of  care  in  thofe  authors  to  inform  themfelves 
exactly  in  thofe  points  ;  befidcs  the  whole  of  it 
feemcd  to  me  fo  little  worthy  your  curiofity,  that 
I  believed  I  ought  not  to  take  up  your  time  with 
it.  It  is  the  bridegroom  who  is  to  make  the  pre- 
fents,  in  which,  as  indeed  in  every  thing  e\k,  no- 
thing can  exceed  the  refped't  and  decorum  he  Ihews 
hiS  intended  fpoufe  ;  in  fome  places  the  young 
man  goes  and  feats  himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  girl 
in  her  own  cabbin,  which  if  Ihe  fuffers  without 
llirring  from  her  place,  flie  is  held  as  confenting 
and  the  marriage  is  concluded  ;  but  through  all 
this  difference  and  refped  he  lets  it  plainly  be  feen, 
that  he  i?>  foon  to  be  the  mafter. 

In  effe6l  amongft  the  prefents  Ihe  receives,  there 
are  fome  wiiich  ought  lefs  to  be  underftood  as  tefti- 
monies  of  friendftiip,  than  as  fo  many  fymbols  and 
admonitions  of  the  flavery,  to  which  (he  is  going 
to  be  reduced ;  fuch  are  the  collar  or  flraps  for 
carrying  burthens,  the  kettle  and  a  faggot,  which 
are  carried  into  her  cabbin  •,  this  is  done  in  order 
to  give  her  to  underftand,  that  it  is  to  be  her  of- 
fice 
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fice  to  carry  burdi^ns,   to  drcfs  the  victuals,   and 
to  make  the  provifion  of  wood. 

It  is  even  cuilomary  in  fome  places  for  the  bride 
to  flock  the  cabbin,  in  which  (lie  is  to  make  her 
abode  after  marriage,  with  wood  fufficient  to  ferve 
the  following  winter  ;  and  it  may  be  remarked  that  in 
all  the  circumftances  I  have  been  mentioning,  there 
is  no  manner  of  difference  between  the  nations, 
in  which  the  women  have  all  the  authority,  and 
thofe  in  which  they  have  nothing  to  do  with 
publick  bufinefs ;  even  thofe  very  women  who  are 
in  fome  fort  millrelfes  of  the  ftate,  at  leaft  in  out- 
ward appearance,  and  who  make  the  principal 
body  of  the  nation  after  arriving  at  a  certain  age, 
and  when  their  children  are  in  a  condition  to  caufe 
them  to  be  refpedtcd  are  of  no  account  before  this, 
and  in  houfhold  affairs  are  no  more  than  the  flavcs 
of  their  hufbands. 

Generally  fpeaking  there  is  perhaps  no  na- 
tion in  the  world  where  the  fex  is  more  dci'- 
pifed ;  to  call  an  Indian  a  woman  is  the  higheft 
affront  that  can  be  offered  him.  Notwithdanding 
what  is  odd  enough,  children  belong  only  to  the 
mother,  and  acknowledge  no  authority  but  hers ; 
the  father  is  always  held  as  a  ftranger  with  refpedt 
to  them,  in  fuch  manner  however  that  if  he  is  not 
looked  upon  as  the  father,  he  is  at  leaft  always 
refpeded  as  the  mafter  of  the  cabbin.  I  do  not 
know  however  if  this  is  univerfal  in  every  point, 
among  all  the  nations  we  know  in  Canada, 
any  more  than  what  I  have  found  in  good  me- 
moirs, that  the  young  wives,  befides  the  right 
which  their  hufbands  have  over  them,  with  refpeft 
to  the  fervice  of  the  cabbin,  are  alfo  obliged  to 
provide  for  all  the  neceffities  of  their  own  parents, 
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vvhich  probaMy  is  to  be  under'^ood  of  thofc,  wbc» 
have  no-body  left  to  render  them  thefe   fervices, 
and  who  by  rcafon  of  their  age  or  infirmities  are 
incapable  of  ferving  themfclves. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  the  bridegroom  has  alfo  his 
own  peculiar  funftions  -,  bcfides  hunting  and  fifhing, 
to  which  he  is  obliged  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  he  is  firft  of  all  to  make  a  mattrefs  for 
his  wife,  build  her  a  cabbin,  or  repair  that  in 
which  they  are  to  live,  and  whilft  he  remains  with 
his  father  and  mother-in-law,  he  is  obliged  to 
carry  the  produiSt  of  his  hunting  home  to  them. 
Amongli:  the  iroquoi?  the  woman  never  leaves  her 
caL>bin,  llie  beinp^  dt-emed  the  miftrefs,  or  leafl:  the 
heirefs  ot  it  j  in  other  nations  fhe  goes  at  the  ex- 
piration of  a  year  or  two  after  her  marriage,  to 
live  with  her  motiier-in-law. 

The  Indian  women  arc  generally  delivered  with- 
out pain,  and  without  any  affillance  -,  there  are 
fome  however  who  are  a  long  rime  in  labour  and 
fuffer  feverely  ;  when  this  happens  they  acquaint 
the  young  people  of  it,  who  when  the  fick  perfon 
is  leaft  thinking  of  ir,  come  fhouting  in  a  prodi- 
gious manner  to  the  door  of  her  cabbin,  when  the 
furprize  occafions  a  iudden  ftight,  which  procures 
her  an  immediate  delivery  ;  the  women  always  lie 
in  their  own  cabbins  •,  feveral  of  them  are  furprized 
and  bring  forth  at  work  or  on  the  road  •,  for  others 
as  foon  as  they  perceive  themfelves  near  their  time, 
?  fmall  hut  is  built  without  the  village,  where 
they  remain  till  forty  days  after  they  are  brought 
to  bed ;  I  think  !  remember  however  to  have 
heard  it  faid,  that  this  is  never  done  except  at 
their  firfl:  lymg-in  only. 
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This  term  bung  expired  they  put  out  all  the 
fires  in  the  cabbin,  to  which  flie  is  lo  return  j  they 
fhake  all  the  cloaths  in  it,  and  at  her  return  li^^ht 
a  new  Hrc  ;  the  fame  formalities  nearly  are  ob- 
ferved  with  regard  to  the  lex  in  general  during 
the  time  of  their  courfes  -,  and  not  only  while  thele 
laft,  but  while  a  woman  is  with  child,  or  giving 
fuck,  which  they  commonly  do  for  three  years 
running,  their  hufbands  nc/er  come  near  them  -, 
nothing  would  be  more  commendable  than  this 
cuPcom,  provided  both  parties  obferved  the  fidelity 
they  ought  all  the  while,  but  both  fides  otten  fail 
in  this  refpec't  •,  fuch  is  the  corruption  of  the  heart 
of  man,  that  the  wifeft  regulations  are  often  pro- 
duftive  of  the  greateft  dilbrders.  It  is  even  pre- 
tended that  the  ufc  of  certain  fmiples,  which  have 
the  virtue  of  keeping  back  in  women  the  natural 
confequenccs  of  their  infidelity,  is  familiar  enough 
in  this  country. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  care  which  mothers  take 
oF  their  children  whi  ft  in  the  cradle  j  but  from  the. 
moment  they  have  weaned  them,  they  abandon 
them  entirely  to  themfelves  \  not  out  of  hard 
hearted nefs  or  indiflference,  for  they  never  lofe  buc 
with  their  life  the  afiedion  they  have  for  them  *, 
but  from  a  perfuafion  that  nature  ought  to  be  iuf- 
fered  to  a6l  upon  them,  and  that  flie  ought  not  to 
be  confined  in  any  thing.  The  act  which  termi- 
nates their  Itate  of  infancy  is  the  impofition  of  the 
name,  which  amongft  the  Indians  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance. 

This  ceremony  is  performed  at  a  feall,  at  which 
a^e  prefent  none  but  perfons  of  the  fame  fex  with 
the  child  th.it  is  to  be  named  ;  during  the  repaft 
the  child   remains  on   the  knees  of  its  father   or 
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mother,  v;ho  arc  inccfTmtly  recommending  it  to 
the  genii,  and  above  all  to  him  who  is  to  be  his 
guardian,  tor  cacli  perfon  has  one  but  not  from 
C'.j  time  ot  birth  ;  they  never  invent  new  names, 
each  tamiiy  prefervcs  a  certain  number  of  them, 
which  they  make  ufe  of  by  turns  ;  they  even 
fometimes  change  them  as  they  grow  older,  and 
there  are  lome  which  cannot  be  ufed  after  a  certain 
age,  but  I  do  not  bcHeve  this  praflice  to  be  uni- 
verlal ;  and  as  it  is  the  cullom  amongfl  fome 
nations  on  afiuming  a  n^me,  to  put  themfelvcs  in 
the  place  of  the  perfon  who  lad  bore  ic,  it  fome- 
times happens  that  a  child  is  called  grand -father  by 
a  perfon,  who  might  well  enough  be  his  own. 

They  never  call  a  man  by  his  own  name  when 
they  fpeak  to  him  in  a  familiar  manner  j  this  wcnild 
be  a  piece  of  great  unpolitjncfs,  they  always  name 
him  by  the  relation  he  bears  to  the  peribn  that 
fpeaks  to  him  i  but  when  there  is  neither  affinity 
nor  confanguinity  between  them  ;  they  call  one  a- 
nother  brotlier,  uncle,  nephew  or  coufin,  accord- 
ing to  the  age  of  either,  or  in  proportion  10  the 
efteem  in  which  they  hold  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  addrefs  themfelvcs. 

Farther,  it  is  not  fo  much  with  a  view  of  per- 
petuating names  that  they  renew  them,  as  with  a 
view  to  incit"  the  perfon  on  whom  they  are  be- 
flowed,  either  to  imitate  the  greut  adions  of  the 
perfons  that  bore  them,  or  to  revenge  ttiem  in 
cafe  they  have  been  either  killed  or  burned  ,  or 
Jaftly  to  comfo  t  their  families  :  thus  a  woman 
who  has  loft  her  hufband  or  her  fon,  and  finds  her 
herfelf  thus  void  of  all  fupport  makes  all  the 
haile  in  her  power,  to  give  the  name  of  the  per- 
fon (he  mourns  for,  to  ibn:c  one  who  may  (land 
3  her 
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her  In  his  Head  •,  laftly,  they  likcwifc  change  their 
names  on  ilveral  other  occafions,  which  it  would 
take  up  too  much  time  to  mention  minutely.  In 
order  to  do  this  there  wants  only  a  dream,  or  the 
prtTcription  of  fome  phyfician,  or  fome  other  rea- 
ion  ecjually  frivolous.  But  I  have  already  laid 
enough  on  this  fubje^l,  and  a  meflenger  waits  be- 
low fur  my  commands  for  Quebec  j  1  therefore 
conclude  in  afluring  your  Grace,  thac 
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LET  T  E  R      XX. 


MichiUimakinac,    Ju^y  2  r ,   1 7  2 1 


Madi 
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SINCE  my  la  ft  letter,  I  have  made  a  voyage 
to  the  Bay,  which  is  about  four-fcore  leagues 
diftant  from  this  port.  I  took  the  advantage  for  this 
purpofe  of  going  in  company  with  Monl'.  Montig- 
ny,  captain  of  a  company  of  the  troops  which  the 
king  maintains  in  Canada,  Knight  of  St.  Lewis, 
and  whole  name  is  famous  in  the  annals  of  the  co- 
lony i  but  who  is  at  leaft  equally  refpedled  for 
his  probity,  and  for  his  upright  open  deportment, 
and  for  his  valour  and  military  exploits. 

We  embarked  the  2d  of  July  in  the  afternoon, 
and  for  thirty  leagues  coafted  along  a  neck  of  land 
which  feparates  lake  Michigan  from  lake  Superior; 
in  fome  places  it  is  only  a  few  leagues  over,  and  it  is 
fcarce  poflible  to  fee  a  more  difagreeable  country  -, 
but  it  is  terminated  by  a  beautiful  river  called  La 
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Maniftie,  abounding  in  filh  and  efpecially  ftur- 
geon.  A  little  farther  inclining  to  the  Ibuthweft, 
you  come  to  a  large  gulph,  in  the  entry  of  which 
are  a  nunnber  of  iflands,,  and  which  is  called  the 
gulph  or  bay  of  the  Noquets.  I'his  is  the  name  of  an 
Indian  nation,  not  very  numerous,  originally  come 
from  the  coafts  of  laKe  Superior,  and  of  which 
there  remain  only  a  lew  fcattered  families,  who 
have  no  fixed  refidence. 

The  bay  of  the  Noquets  is  feparated  from  the 
great  bay  only  by  the  iQands  of  the  Poutcwatamies, 
which  as  I  have  already  remarked,  were  the  anci- 
ent refidence  of  thefe  Indians  ;  moft  of  them  are 
extremely  well  wooded  ;  but  the  only  one  tHat  is 
now  inhabited  is  neither  the  largcft  nor  the  beft, 
and  there  remains  a  forfy  village,  where,  in  fpite 
of  all  our  endeavours,  we  were  obliged  to  pals  the 
night,  as  it  was  impo/Tible  to  refilt  the  prefTing 
inftances  of  the  inhabitants.  For  there  is  noi:  a 
nation  in  all  Canada  more  finccrely  attached  to 
the  French,  than  thefe  Indians  have  been  at  all 
times. 

On  the  fixth,  we  were  ftopt  almoft  the  whole 
day,  by  contrary  winds,  but  it  growing  calm  in 
the  evening,  we  embarked  a  little  after  fun-fet,  by 
the  favour  of  a  mofl  beautiful  moon-fhine,  and  con- 
tinued our  voyage  for  four  and  twenty  hours  toge- 
ther, having  made  only  a  very  fmall  halt,  whilfl: 
we  were  faying  mafs  and  at  dinner.  The  fun  was  fo 
burning  hot,  and  the  water  of  the  bay  fo  warm,  that 
the  gum  of  our  canoe  n'ielrcd  in  feveral  places.  To 
complcat  our  misfortune,  ihe  place  where  v/e  went 
afhore,  was  fo  much  infclied  with  what  are  called 
here  marigouins  and  bruleaus  a  j"pcri:\s  of  very 
troublefome  gnats,  that  wc  could  not  fo  murh  as 
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clofe  our  eyes,  though  we  had  not  ilept  for  two 
days;  and  as  the  weather  was  fine,  and  the  moon 
fhone  bright,  wc  fet  out  again  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

A  "ter  we  had  advanced   five  or  fix  leagues,  we 
found  ourfelves  a  bread  oF  a  little  ifland,    which 
lies  near  the  weftern  fide   of  the  bay,  and  which 
concealed  from  our  view,  the  mouth  ot  a  river,  on 
which  (lands  the  village  of  the  Malhomines  Indi- 
ans, called  by  our  French  Folks  Avoines  or  Wild 
Oat  Indians,  probably  from  their  living  chiefly  on 
this  fort  of  grain.     The  whole  nation  confills  only 
of  this  village,  and  that  too  not  very  numerous. 
'Tis  really  great  pity,  they  being  the  fineft  and 
handfomcft  men  in  all  Canada.     They  are  ev  p.  of 
a  larger  ftature  than  the  Poutewatamies.     1  iiave 
been  alfured  that  they  had  the  fame  original  and 
nearly  the  fame  languages  with  the  Noquets,   and 
the  Indians  at  the  Falls.     But  they  add  that  they 
have  likewife  a  language  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
which  they  never  communicate.     I  have  alfo  been 
told  feveral  llories  of  them,  as  of  a  ferpent  which 
vifics  their  village  every  year  and   is  received  with 
much  ceremony,  which  makes  me  believe  them  a 
little  addidled  to  witchcraft. 

A  little  below  the  ifland  the  face  of  the  country  is 
entirely  changed,and  from  being  very  wild,  as  it  is  as 
far  as  this  place,  it  becomes  the  moil  delightful  in  the 
univerfe.  It  is  even  fometiiing  more  pleafing  and 
chearful  than  the  Narrows ;  but  though  it  is  every 
where  covered  with  the  fineft  trees,  yet  it  is  more 
fandy,  and  therefore  lefs  fertile.  The  Otchagra 
Indians,  commonly  called  Stinkards,  dwelt  for- 
merly on  the  fhore  of  the  Bay,  and  in  a  moll 
charming  ficuation  i   they  were  attacked  here  by 
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the  Illinois,  who  killed  a  great  number  of  them  ; 
the  reft  of  them  took  flitJter  on  the  river  of  the 
Outagamies,  which  falls  into  the  bottom  of  the 
Bay. 

Here  they  fettled  on  the  banks  of  a  kind  of  Jak. 
And  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  not  from  their 
Jiving  on  fifli,  with  which  the  lake  plentifully  fup- 
plies  them,  that  they  had  the  name  of  Stinkards 
given  them,  there  being  nothing  to  be  feen  along 
the  whole  fliore  where  their  cabbins  were  built, 
but  (linking  fifh,  with  which  the  air  was  perfectly 
infeded.  k  appears  at  lead  that  this  is  the  original 
of  the  name  the  other  Indians  had  given  them  be- 
fore us  -,  and  which  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Bay,  from  which  they  have  never  gone  to  any  con- 
fiderable  diftance.  Some  time  before  they  quitted 
their  ancient  poft,  they  had  a  mind  to  revenge 
the  check  they  had  got  from  the  Illinois  -,  but  this 
enterprize  occafioned  thern  a  new  difafter,  from  the 
effeds  of  which  they  have  never  recovered  them- 
felves.  Six  hundred  of  their  belt  warriors  em- 
barked, in  order  to  go  in  queft  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
as  they  were  crofling  Lake  Michigan,  they  were 
furprized  by  a  furious  tempeft,  in  which  they  all 
perilhed  to  a  man. 

We  have  in  the  Bay,  a  fort  erefled  on  the  wef- 
tern  fhore  of  the  river  of  the  Outagamies,  and  half 
a  league  from  its  mouth  ;  before  you  arrive  ar  it, 
you  leave  on  your  right  a  village  of  the  Sakies, 
The  Otchagras  have  lately  fettled  themfelves  near 
us,  and  have  built  their  cabbins  quite  round  the 
fort.  The  milTionary  who  is  lodged  pretty  near 
the  commandant,  is  in  hopes,  that  when  he  Ihall 
have  learned  their  language,  he  may  poffibly  find 
more   docility  amongft  them,    than  amongft  the 
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Sakies,  with  whom  his  labours  have  been  fufficl- 
e'ntly  unfuccefsful.  Both  ot'  them  appear  to  be  a 
very  good  fort  of  people  and  efpecially  the  for- 
mer, whofe  greateft  deted:  is,  that  they  feem  to 
be  a  little  addidled  to  thieving.  Their  language  is 
very  different  from  that  of  all  the  reft,  which 
makes  me  believe,  that  it  holds  no  refemblance 
with  any  of  thofe  of  Canada.  Thus,  they  have 
always  had  more  commerce  or  intercourfe  with  the 
weftern  nations,  than  with  thofe  with  which  we  are 
acquainted. 

The  Sakies,  though  few  in  number,  are  divided 
into  two  fad  ions,  one  of  which  is  in  the  intereft  of 
the  Outagamies,  and  the  other  in  that  of  the  Rou- 
te watamies.  Thofe  of  them  who  are  fettled  in  this 
poft  are  moftly  of  the  party  of  the  latter,  and  con- 
fequently  are  friends  to  us.  They  received  the  new 
commandant  with  great  demonftrations  of  joy  :  the 
moment  they  were  informed  of  his  approach,  they 
drew  up  under  arms  on  the  fliore,  and  as  foon  as 
he  appeared,  laluted  him  with  a  difcharge  of  thck 
mufkets,  which  they  accompanied  with  great  fhouts 
of  joy.  Afterwards  four  of  their  chief  men  waded 
into  the  river,  till  the  water  came  up  to  their  mid- 
dle; advanced  up  to  his  canoe,  and  received  him 
on  a  large  robe,  compofed  of  feveral  fkins  of  roe- 
bucks well  fowed  together,  whereof  each  of  them 
held  a  corner.  In  this  manner  they  carried  him  to 
his  apartment,  v/here  they  complimented  liim,  and 
faid  a  great  many  things  extremely  fiattcring. 

Next  day,  the  chiefs  of  the  two  nations  paid  mc 
a  vific  i  and  one  of  the  Occhagras  (hevved  me  a 
Catalonian  piflol,  a  pair  of  Spaniih  ilioes,  and  I 
do  not  know  what  drug,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a  fort  of  ointment.     All  this  they  had  received 
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from  on?  of  the  Aionez,  and  the  following  Is  the 
occafion,  by  means  of  which  thefe  things  tell  into 
the  hands  of  this  perfon. 

About  two  years  ago,  fome  Spaniards,  who  had 
come,  as  they  lay,  from  New  Mexico,  with  defign 
to  penetrate  as  far  as  the  country  of  the  Illinois,  and 
to  drive  the  French  out  of  it,  whom  they  faw  with 
extreme  regre'c  approach  fo  near  the  MilTouri,  de- 
fcended  this  river  and  attacked  two  villages  of  the 
Odotatas,  a  people  in  alliance  with  the  Aionez, 
from  whom  it  is  pretended  they  draw  their  ori- 
ginal. As  thefe  Indians  had  no  fire-arms,  and  be- 
ing befides  furprized,  the  Spaniards  eafiiy  fucceed- 
ed  in  their  enterprize,  and  made  a  great  flaughter 
of  them.  A  third  village  of  the  fame  nation,  and 
at  no  great  di fiance  from  the  two  others,  making 
no  doubt  that  the  conquerors  would  pay  them  a  vi- 
fir,  laid  an  ambufcade  for  them,  into  which  the 
Spaniards  blindly  (tumbled.  Others  fay,  that  the 
Indians  having  learned  that  the  Spaniards  had  ai- 
moft  all  of  them  got  drunk,  and  were  fleeping  in 
great  fecurity,  fell  upon  them  in  the  night ;  and  it  is 
certain  they  cut  the  throats  of  almoft  every  one  of 
them. 

There  were  two  chaplains  in  this  party,  one  of 
whom  was  killed  in  the  beginning  of  the  affair,  and 
the  other  faved  himfclf  amongft  the  Miflburites  who 
kept  him  prifoner,  and  from  whom  hemadehisefcape 
in  a  very  dexterous  manner.  He  happened  to  have  a 
very  fine  horfe,  and  the  Miflburites  delighting  in 
beholding  him  perform  feats  of  horfemanlhip,  he 
took  the  advantage  of  their  curiofity,  in  order 
to  get  out  of  their  hands.  One  day  as  he  was 
fcampering  about  in  their  prefence,  he  withdrew 
infenfibly  to  a  diftance,  when  clapping  fpurs  to  his 
horfe,  he  inflantly  difappeared.     As  they  made  no 
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Other  prifoncr  but  him,  it  is  not  yet  cxa6lly  known 
neither  from  what  part  of  New  Mexico  thefe  Spani- 
ards came,  nor  with  'lat  dvfign  :  lor  what  I  firll 
told  you  of  the  affair,  was  founded  upon  the  reports 
of  the  Indians  only,  who  perhaps  had  a  mind  to 
make  their  court  to  us  by  giving  it  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  they  had  done  us  a  very  mateiia!  piece 
of  fervice  by  this  defeat. 

/  All  they  brought  me  was  the  fpoils  of  the  chap- 

lain who  had  been  killed,  and  tht-y  found  likewife 
a  prayer-book,  which  1  have  riot  fcen  :  this  was 
probably  his  breviary.  1  bought  the  r-iflo!  :  the 
fhoes  were  good  for  notliing  \  and  the  Indian  would 
by  no  means  part  with  the  ointment,  having  taken 
it  into  his  head,  that  it  was  a  fovcreign  remedy  a- 
gainft  all  f  rts  of  evih.  I  was  curious  to  know 
how  he  intended  to  make  ufe  of  it ;  he  anfwered 
that  it  was  fufHcient  to  fwallow  a  little  of  it,  and 
Jet  the  difcafe  be  what  it  would  the  cure  was  im- 
mediate •,  he  did  not  fay  however  that  he  had  as  yec 
made  trial  of  it,  and  I  advifcd  him  againft  it. 
The  Indians  begin  here  to  be  very  ignorant,  and 
are  very  far  from  being  fo  fenfiblc  or  at  leaft  fo 
communicative,  as  thofe  who  have  more  commerce 
with  us. 

The  day  following,  the  Sakies  came  in  a  con- 
fiderable  body  to  the  milTionary's  houie,  where  I  lod- 
ged, and  begged  me  to  be  prefent  at  a  council  they 
were  going  to  hold.  I  conlented,  and  when  every 
one  had  taken  his  p-lace,  the  chief  laid  a  collar 
upon  tb.e  ground  before  me,  and  the  crator  br(\ik- 
ing  filence,  befought  me,  in  the  name  of  the  vvhole 
body,  to  engage  the  King  to  tal^e  them  under  his 
protedlion,  and  to  purify  the  air,  which,  faid  they, 
had  been  corrupted  for  fgm.e  time   pad  -,    which 
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appeared  by  the  great  number  of  fick  they  had  in 
their  villages,  and  to  defend  them  againll  their  ene- 
mies. 

I  anfwcrcd,  that  the  King  was  indeed  very  power- 
Fnl,  and  perhaps  more  fo  tlian  they  thought  •,  but 
that  his  power  did  not  extend  over  the  elements  ; 
and  that  wiicn  dileafes  or  any  other  fuch  accidents  laid 
wafte  his  provinces,  he  addreffed  himfelf,  in  order  to 
caufe  them  ceale,  to  the  Great  Spirit  who  created  the 
heaven  and   the  earth,  ard  wh'   alone  is  the  Ibve- 
reign  Lord   of  nature:     ' 'v      tney  Hiould  do  the 
fame,  and  that  they  wou'u  ;  a  i  t';  omfelvcs  the  bet- 
ter  for  it  •,    but  that  in  ordei  .o  me;  -  being  l;eard, 
they  mull  begin  With  acknowledging  him,  and  with 
rendering  him  that  vvorfhip  and  homage  which  he 
has  a  right  to  expert  from  all  reafonable  creatures : 
and   that    they  could   not  do   any  thing  better  or 
more  agreeable  to  the  King,  than  to  hearken  to  the 
Father  whom  his  Majel^y  had   fent  them,  and  to 
his  inftrudions  ;    that  he   was   a   man  beloved  of 
heaven  -,     that    the    manner   in    which    he   lived 
amongft  them,  couki  not  fail  to  have  ciufed  them 
conceive  a  great  edecm  for  h'm  -,    and  that  his  cha- 
rity towards  the  fick  and  all  fuch  as  had  any  need 
of  his  ainib-.nce,  ought  to  have  convinced  them  of 
that  tender  and   fmcere  fiiendfhip  he  bore   them  : 
laftly,  that   I  would  by  no  means  receive  it,  till 
after  they  had  promifed  to  behave  themfelves  with 
regard  to  this  nnfilonary,  in  a  quite  different  man- 
ner from  what  they  had  hitherto  done,  and  hence- 
forth to  remove  all  caufe  of  complaint  againft  them, 
with  refped  to  their  indocility. 

"  As  to  the  prote6lion  of  the  King  which  you 

*'  demand,  and  the  requeft  you  have  made  me  to 
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**  your  enemic!S  •,  that  great  prince  has  already  pic- 
*'  vented  your  wilhcs,  an  \  has  given  fu^cient  or- 
"  ders  on  that  head  to  Ononthio  "^j  who  is  o\  him- 
*'  felt"  dilpolcd  to  execute  them  with   all  the  zeal 
**  and  affer^tion  ot  a  father  f .     This  is  w!iat  you 
*'  need  make   no  doubt  of,  if  you   pay  a  proper 
"  regard  to  the  good  quaHties  of  the  commandanC 
*'  he  has  lent  you.     It  is  not  polLble  you  fhould 
*'  be  ignorant,  and  you  appear  to   inc   pcrfe6lly 
*'  well  latisticd  that  amongft  all  the  French  Ca;j- 
'*  tains  there  are  few  equal  to  him  in  valour-,    and 
«'  you  will  have  caufe  to  love  him  dill  better  th^ri 
**  you  now  do."     This  anfwer  feemed   to  fati  fy 
them,  and  they  promilld  much  more  than   I  fear 
they  will  ever  perform.      Notwichltanding  I   took 
their  collar,  which  the   miffionary  flattered  himfelf 
would  be  produdive  of  lome  good  effi.ds. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day  the  two 
nations  entertained  us,  one  after  another,   with  the 
dance  of  the  Calum.et,  in  a  great  cfplanade  facing 
the  commandant's  apartment.     There    was  fome 
little  difference  in   the  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed this  dance  •,  but  this  was  very  inconfiderab'e. 
It  only  gave   me  to  undcriland,  that  thefc  feafts 
vary  confiderably  :     thus  it  is  impoffible  to  give  a 
defcription  which  may  agree  to  all  of  them.     The 
Otchagras  diverfified  fomewhat  more  their  enter- 
tainment, and  fhewed  extraordinary  agility,   being 
better  made  as  well  as  more   graceful  performers 
than  the  Sakies. 

*  This  is  the  name  which  the  Indians  give  to  the  govermr- 
general,  it  fignities  i;>v«r  mountdi'iy  and  is  derived  from  the  Che- 
valier Montgnagay,  who  wa-;  the  fjcond  i^-ovcrnor  ol  Canada. 

f  They  al.vayi  call  the  govencrs  and  the  comma.idanti  chelr 
Fathers, 
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This  is  properly  a  military  feOlval,  in  which  the 
warriors  are  therolea(^tQrs,  and  one  would  ni'tural- 
Jy  conchklc  it  had  been  indituted  only  to  give  thcni 
an  o[)portiiiiity  of  vaunting  ot  their  famous  exploits. 
I  am  not  the  author  of  this  opinion,  whi(  ii  does 
not  quadrate  with  the  fcntimcnts  ot  thofc  who  main- 
tain that  the  calumet  derives  its  origin  from 
caduceus  of  Mercury,  and  that  on  its  firll  inlH- 
tution  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  fymbol  of  peace. 
All  thofc  whom  I  faw  dancing,  finging,  and  beat- 
ing the  drum  and  chichikouc,  were  young  pcrlbns 
cquipt  as  when  they  prepare  to  take  the  field  ;  they 
had  their  faces  painted  with  all  forts  of  colours, 
their  heads  were  adorned  with  fcatheis,  fome  of 
wh'ch  rhcy  held  in  their  hands  byway  of  lans  :  and 
the  calumet  war.  alio  adorned  with  them  and  was 
fet  in  the  moft  confpicuous  place  :  the  orchefire 
and  the  dancers  w.  re  placed  quite  round,  the  fpec- 
tators  being  placed  Uj)  and  down  in  final i  bodies,  riic 
women  apart  from  the  men,  all  of  them  fitting 
on  the  ground,  and  adorned  with  their  finefl 
robes,  which  at  a  difiance  made  a  very  pretty  ap- 
pearance. 

Between  the  orciicflre  and  the  commandant  who 
fat  at  the  door  of  his  own  auartm'i-nr,  they  had 
ere6led  a  port,  to  which  at  the  end  of  each  dance, 
a  warrior  cair.e  and  gave  a  blow  with  his  battle- 
ax  ;  on  this  fjgnal  followed  profound  filence,  wheii 
this  man  proclaimed  fome  of  his  own  valorous  at- 
chievements;  and  receiving  airerwards  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  company,  he  returned  to  his  place, 
when  the  games  begun  again.  This  lalfed  four 
hours  two  for  each  nation,  and  I  confefs  I  was  far 
from  being  charmed  with  it,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  monotony  and  unpleafiinuiefs  of  the  mulick, 
but  alfo  bejaufc  the  whole  of  the  dances  confifted 
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only  of  certain  contorfions  of  the  bojy,  which  in 
appearance  were  exprcilive  of  nochin<5,  and  had  no- 
thing diverting. 

The  feafl  was  made  in  honour  of  the  new  com- 
mandant j    they  however  paid   him  none  of  thofe 
lionoLirs  mentionid  in  fome  relations.     I'hey  were 
neither  fcen  to  [)lacc  him  on  a  new  mattref-.;  nor  to 
make   him   any  prefent,  at  lead  as  tar  as  I  know, 
nor  did  tlvy  place  any  feathers  «ni   his  head,    nor 
did  I  lee  diem  prefent  him  the  cal  imet;  and  there 
were  not  an    men  entirely  naked  pa.ntedall  over  their 
bodies,  at!)rntd  with  leath.-r-   and  urings  ijf  wam- 
pum, .'Tid  holding  a  caluinet  in  their  hands.     Per- 
haps thele  :vv('  naiions  ii.ive  not  any  fuc  1  cufloms, 
or  it   may   be,    tivt  iVIonf.  de  Montigny  had   ex- 
empted them  irom  this  part  of  the  ceremony.     I 
obferved  only  from  time  to  time  all  the  fpedtators 
raifing  gre  it  cries  by  way  of  applauding  the  dan- 
cers, ef  ecialiy  during  tiie  dance  of  the  Otehagras, 
who  in  the  opiriion  ot  the  French  bore  away  all  the 
honour  of  the  day. 

I  fliould  probably  have  been  more  diverted  by 
feeing  the  dance  of  the  Difco'uery.  This  has  more 
action  than  the  former,  and  is  much  more  ex- 
preflive  of  the  thing  it  is  intended  to  reprefent. 
This  is  an  image  drawn  to  the  life  of  all  that  paifes 
in  a  warlike  expedition  ;  and  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved, that  the  Indians  generally  think  only  of 
furpnzing  their  enemies,  it  is  no  doubt  for  this 
realoii,  they  have  given  this  excrcife  the  name 
of  the  Difcovery. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  one  man  always  dances  fingly 
in  it,  advancing  at  firft  (lowly  towards  the  middle 
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of  the  place,  where  he  remains  for  fomc  time  moti- 
on lefs,  after  which  he  rcprefents  in  order  the  de- 
parture of  the  wirriors ;  their  march  encampments, 
the  difcovery  ot   the  enemy,  the  approach  towards 
them,  the  halt  as  it  were  in  order  to  draw  breath, 
when  all  of  a  fudden  he  falls  into  fuch  a  fury  as  it 
he  were  Koinr?;  to  kill  all  the  world  i  when  rc"overed 
from  this  trance,  he  fei/zs  fome  perfon  in  the  af- 
femhly  as  if  he  took  him  pril'oncr  of  war,  Teems  to 
kill  another,  levels  at  a  tliiril,  and  Jaftiy  falls  a  run- 
ning at   full   fpced,    when  he   ftopi  and  recovers 
hiiiitelt  •,    this  repreftnts   a  rerreut  v.hich  is  at  firil: 
precipitate,   but  alreiwards   more  at  jeifure.     He 
then  ex[Meires  by  diffcrenc  cries,  thcdifPerent  agita- 
tion:) in  which    lie   was  during   his  jalt  campaign, 
and  concludes  with  relating  all  the  fine  exploits  he 
has  performed  in  war. 

When  the  dance  of  the  Calumet  has  for  its  ohjet?!:, 
as  is  generally  the  cafe,  the  conclufion  of  a  peace, 
or  of  lome  trc^aty  of  alliance  againft  a  common  ene^ 
my,  they  engrave  a  lerpent  on  the  ftalk  of  the 
pipe,  and  near  it  is  placed  a  plate,  on  which  are 
xeprefented  two  men  of  the  two  confederate  nati- 
ons trampling  upon  an  enemy,  who  is  dcfigned  by 
the  mark  of  his  nation.  Someiimes  inltead  of  the 
calumet  they  m.ake  ufe  of  a  battle-ax.  But  when 
the  ftibje£t  of  the  treaty  is  only  a  fi iiple  alli- 
ance, they  reprefent  two  men  holding  each  other 
by  one  hand  and  bearing  in  the  other  a  calumet 
of  peace,  and  having  each  at  his  fide  the  mark 
of  his  nation.  In.  all  thefe  treaties  they  give 
mutual  pledges,  fuch  as  collars  of  porcelain  or 
wampum,  ca'umets,  flaves :  fometimes  the  hides 
of  deer  or  elks  well  tawned,  adorned  with  figures 
made  of  the  hair  cf  the  porcupine  •,  in  which  cafe, 
the  above-mentioned  circurnrtances  are  reprefented 

on 


on  thii 
pine  01 

Thl 

or  whi| 

I  he  vv. 

ploits. 

thingsj 

weaiie(| 

whole 

cabbini 

all  th( 

afterw. 

claimci 

oaufmi 


(( 


ring, 
time. 


peace, 
)n  ene^ 
of  the 
ich  are 
nati- 
led  by 
of  the 
when 
alii- 
other 
111  met 
mark 
give 
in  or 
hides 
f^ures 
cafe, 
en  ted 
on 


(   V    ) 

on  thefc  flvins,  whether  with  the  hair  of  the  porcu- 
pine  or  fimplc  colours. 

There  are  other  d.inccs  which  are  more  fimple, 
or  which  Icem  to  have  no  other  view  befides  giving 
ilie  warrior:^  op[Hjrcunity  ol  relating  their  own  ex- 
ploits. 'I'iiis  IS  wiiat  the  Indians  covet  above  all 
tilings,  and  in  duincr  of"  vvhich  tluy  are  never 
weaned,  lie  who  gives  the  feafl:,  caules  invite  the 
whole  village  by  be.it  of  drum  -,  and  it  is  in  his 
cabbin  they  afilmble,  if  it  be  capable  ol  containing 
all  the  guefts.  The  Wiuriors  dance  here  by  turns, 
afterwards  they  (bike  ii[)on  the  poll,  fiknce  is  pro- 
claimed, when  they  lay  any  thing  they  have  a  mind, 
paufiiig  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  receive  the 
congratulations  of  the  fpedator^  who  are  not  fparing 
of  incenfe.  But  it  they  perceive  that  any  one  boafts 
without  grounds,  any  one  is  at  liberty  to  take  earth 
or  alhes,  and  to  fmear  his  head  all  over  or  to  do 
him  any  other  affront  they  have  a  mind.  The  ge- 
neral way  is  to  black  his  face,  accofting  him  in  thefe 
words,  "  This  1  do  to  conceal  your  Ihame  j  for 
'*  the  firft  time  you  fee  the  face  of  an  eiiemy,  you 
"  will  become  as  pale  asafhes."  Tlujs,  it  feems  to 
be  a  received  maxim  amongil:  all  nations,  that  the 
furrft  mark  of  a  coward  is  boafting.  He  who  has 
thus  puniflied  the  recreant  takes  his  place,  and  if 
he  has  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  fame  lault 
the  other  is  fure  to  pay  him  back  in  kmd.  Tiie 
greateft  chiefs  have  no  privilege  :ibove  the  common 
in  this  refpedi,  and  mult  taKe  a.,  without  murmu- 
ring. This  dance  \s  always  performed  in  the  night- 
time. 

In  the  vvcflern  parts  they  have  another  fort  of 
dance,  which  is  called  the  Bufialo  dance.  The  dan- 
cers form  feveial  circles  within  each  other,  and  the 
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miifick  which  is  always  compofed  of  the  drum  and 
the  chichikouc,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  place. 
They  Vdk':  care  n  ver  to  feparate  thofe  oi  the  iiime 
family  •,  they  do  not  hold  one  another  by  the  hand, 
and  each  carri'-^s  his  arms  and  buckler.  Ihe 
circles  turn  round  difT^rent  ways,  and  though  there 
is  much  caperin;^  in  which  they  fpring  to  a  great 
height,  they  arc  never  out  ot  time. 

Some  chief  of  a  family  prefents  his  buckler  at 
certain  intervals  :  all  ol  them  llrike  upon  it,  and  at 
each  ilrokc  he  calls  to  rtincinbrance  fome  of  h's  fa- 
mous exploits  :  he  ;i(tcr\vards  cuts  a  bit  of  tobacco 
from  a  poft  to  which  they  tjke  care  to  tie  a  certain 
quantity,  whicii  he  gives  to  one  of  his  friends.  If 
any  one  can  prove  he  has  peiformed  more  j-amous 
exploits  than  !.e,  or  that  he  has  had  any  (hare  in 
thofc  of  which  he  has  bern  boafting,  he  has  a  right 
to  take  away  the  tobacco  of  which  he  has  juft  made 
a  piefenr,  and  to  give  it  to  another.  This  dance  is 
followed  by  a  lead  ;  but  I  do  not  well  know 
whence  it  had  the  name  it  bears,  if  it  does  not 
come  fiom  tlie  bucklers  on  which  they  ftrikc, 
which  are  covere  1  with  buffaloes  hides.  There 
are  fome  d .nces  which  are  prefcribcd  by  their 
quacks  for  the  cure  of  fick  perfons  ;  but  they  are 
generally  very  lafcivious.  There  are  fome  of  them 
calculati^d  purely  for  arnufemerit,  and  which  have 
no  relation  to  any  thing.  Thcff  are  always  in  the 
form  ol  a  circle  ro  the  found  of  the  drum  and 
chickikout",  and  the  wonu  n  always  apart  from*  the 
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their  hands,  and  though  tiiey  b.avc-  no  hold  of  on^ 
another,  thev  i.evcr  b;e,,k  rlic  circle.  A:  to  what 
I  mentioned  oi"  thtir  never  loling  time,  this  ought 
to  create  no  diinculcy,  the  mufickofthe  Indians 
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confifting  only  of  two  or  thr^e  notes,  which  are 
eternally  repeated.  On  this  account  one  is  apt  to 
grow  extremely  w..ary  at  thole  tfads  alter  tlie  firft 
time,  as  they  l^^ll  a  great  while,  and  as  you  hear  al- 
ways the  lame  thing  over  again. 

As  the  nations  in  the  nei^.hbo'jrhood  of  the  Bay, 
if  you  except  the  Poutewatamics,  are  much  more 
ignorant  than  the  others,  they  arc  likcwifc  much 
more  acklidcd  to  ail  forts  of  fupcritition.  Their 
principal  divinities  are  the  fun  and  thunder,  and 
they  feci,  much  more  pe:fuaded  than  the  nations 
which  vve  frequent  more,  that  every  fpecies  of  ani- 
mals has  a  genius  that  watches  for  ther  preferva- 
tion.  A  French  man  having  one  day  thrown  away 
a  moufe  he  had  juft  taken,  a  little  girl  took  it  up 
to  cat  it ;  the  lather  of  tlie  child  who  perceived  it 
fnatclied  it  from  her,  and  fell  a  careffins;  the  dead 
animal  ;  and  the  French  man  alking  him  the  rea- 
fon  of  it  :  "It  is",  anfwered  he,  *'  in  order  to 
"  appeafe  the  genius  of  the  mice,  that  they  may 
*■'  not  torment  my  child  after  flie  has  eaten  it." 
After  which  he  reitored  the  animal  to  the  girl  who 
eat  it. 

They  have  above  all  things  a  prodigious  vene- 
ration for  bears :  when  they  happen  to  liave 
killed  one,  they  make  a  leaft  which  is  accompa- 
nied with  very  fingular  cerem.onies.  The  head 
of  the  bear,  alter  being  painted  with  all  forts  of  co- 
lours, is  Wi  during  the  repaft  m  a  confpicuous  ;,iace, 
where  it  receives  tlie  homage  of  ail  the  gueds, 
wrho  celebrate  in  fcjngs  the  praifes  ol  the  aiumal, 
whiift  they  are  tearing  his  body  in  pieces  and  re- 
?^niing  themifelves  with  it.  Thefe  Indians  have 
not  only  like  all  the  reft  a  cuilom  ot    preparing 
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themfelves  for  great  huntings  by  fading,  which 
the  Outagamies  carry  as  tar  as  ten  days  run- 
ning -,  but  alfo  whilft  the  hunters  arc  in  the  field, 
they  often  obHge  the  children  to  fad,  they  ob- 
ferve  the  dreams  they  have  during  their  fafts, 
and  from  them  they  draw  good  or  evil  omens, 
with  refpeft  to  the  fuccels  of  the  hunting.  The 
intention  of  thefe  fafts,  is  to  appeafe  the  tutelary 
genii  of  the  animals  they  are  going  to  hunt  ;  and 
they  pretend  that  they  make  known  in  dreams, 
whether  they  are  to  oppofe  or  to  be  propitiour,  to 
the  hunters. 

The  nation  that  has  occafioned  mofb  difcourfe  in 
thefe  weftern  parts,  for  the  lad  twenty  yearr,,  is 
that  of  the  Outagamies.  The  natural  ferocity  of 
thefe  Indians  foured  by  the  repeated  ill  treatment 
they  have  received  and  fometimes  imprudently 
enough  •,  and  their  alliance  with  the  Iroquois,  al- 
ways difpofed  to  Itir  up  new  enemies  againd  us, 
have  rendered  them  formidable.  They  have  fmce 
become  diil  more  clofely  connetled  with  the  Sioux, 
a  numerous  nation,  and  who  have  infenfjbly  be- 
come warlike;  which  union  renders  almod  im- 
pra^ficable  at  prefent  the  navigation  of  the  whole 
upper  Miffifippi.  There  is  even  very  little  fecu- 
rity  in  failing  on  the  river  Illinois,  at  lead  if 
you  are  not  provided  againd  a  furprize  to  the 
great  hurt  of  the  trade  between  the  two  co 
lonies. 

I  met  at  the  Bay  fome  Sinux,  to  whom  I  put 
many  qucdions  with  rel'ped:  to  the  countries  lying 
to  the  wed  and  north- wed  of  Canada  ;  and  though 
1  well  know  we  are  not  to  take  in  a  literal  fenfe  a!i 
that  the  Indians  tell  us,  yet  by  comparing  what 
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thefe  told  me  with  what  1  have  heard  feveral  others 
fay,  I  have  good  rcafon  to  think,  that  there  are  in 
this  continent  cither  Spanifli  or  fome  other  Euro- 
pean colonies  much  more  to  the   north,  than  what 
we  know  or  New-Mexico  and  of  Cahtornia,  and  that 
after  failing   up  the  Mifibiiri  as   lar  as  it  is  navi- 
gable, you  come  to  a  great  river  w}:ich  runs  well- 
ward,  and  dilcharges  itfelf  into  the  South-Sea.    And 
even  indc  pendent  of  this  difcovery,  which  I  believe 
eafier  this  way  than    towards  the   north,   I  cannot 
doubt  on  account   o\  the  proofs  whivh  I  have  re- 
ceived   from   feveritl    hands,     and    which     fuffici- 
cndy    well    ag:ee,    that    by  endeavouring    to  pe- 
netrate to  the  fourcL  of  the  MifTauri,  we  Ihould 
find  fufficienc    to  indemnify   us    for    the   expence 
jind  fatigue  which    fuch    an  enterprize    muft    re- 
quire, 
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LETTER     XXI. 


Departure  from  Michilllmaklnac.  Obfervalions  on 
the  Currents  in  the  Lakes.  Character  of  the  In- 
dians of  Canada.    'Their  good  and  ill  ^alities. 


Lake  Michigan,  July  31,  1721."' 


Ma- Jam. 


T  Set  out  the  day  before  yeflcrday,  and  am  now 
^  confined  to  a  little  namelcls  ifland  ;  a  canoe 
v.'hhh  is  come  from  the  river  St.  Jofeph  where  I 
am  a^'Jng,  cannot  flir  any  more  than  we,  although 
:he  wind  is  favourable,  but  it  being  in  (  ur  opinion 
very  Iqually  and  the  lake  being  extremely  agitated, 
I  am  thereby  furnifhed  with  an  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you. 

Though  the  wind  was  contrary  on  the  29th 
when  we  embarked,  we  however  advanced  full 
eight  leagues  that  day,  which  is  a  proof  that  we 
were  helped  along  by  the  currents  ;  I  had  before 
obferved  the  fame  thing  on  my  firfl:  entering  the 
bay,  and  was  much  furprized  at  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  bay,  which  is  a  Cul  de  Sac,  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  lake  Michigan  •,  and  lake  Michi- 
g?in,  which  is  alfo  a  Cul  de  Sac,  difcharges  itfelf 
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into  lake  Huron,  and  the  more  fo  as  both,  I  mean 
lake  Michigan  and  the  bay,  receive  ieverai  rivers  ; 
lake  Michigan  efpccially,  which  receives  a  vail 
number  of  them,  Ibme  of  which  are  no  way  in- 
ferior to  tlie  Scinr,  but  thefe  great  currents  are 
only  perceived  in  rhe  middle  of  the  channtrl,  and 
prockKc  on  both  fliorcs  eddies  or  counter  currents, 
of  which  thole  v;ho  fail  in  fliore  take  advantage, 
as  all  who  fail  in  cano'js  of  bark  are  obliged  to 
do. 

I  advanced  at  fir  ft  five  leagues  weft  ward  in  or- 
der to  make  lake  Michigan  ;  afterwards  1  turned 
tov/ards  tiie  fouth,  which  is  the  only  courfe  we 
had  to  fi-'.cr  for  a  hundred  leaQ;ues,  as  far  as  the 
river  St.  jtjfeph.  Nothing  can  be  finer  than  tha 
country  which  feparatcs  lake  Michigan  from  lake 
Huron.  I  yclterday  advanced  three  leagues  farther, 
and  ii  ilrong  wind  obliged  us  to  Hop  at  this  iOand  -, 
I  (hall  try  to  divert  myfclf  by  continuing  the  ac- 
count of  the  characiier  of  the  natives  of  th'-.  vaft 
country,  ot  which  1  have  already  travelled  over  a 
confiderabie  part. 

The  Indians  of  Canada  are  generally  well  made 
and  of  an  advantageous  fiature-,  there  are  fome 
nations  however,  where  it  is  no  new  thing  to  fee 
perfons  of  a  middling  fize,  but  it  is  extremely  fo 
to  meet  with  any  who  aic  decrepid,  or  who  have 
anv  external  deformity  •,  they  are  robull  and  of  a 
(trong  and  healthy  conflitution  •,  they  would  alfo 
be  very  long-lived  did  they  take  a  little  more  care 
of  themfelves ;  but  moll  part  of  them  ruin  their 
conftitutions  by  forced  marches,  by  exceflive  fad- 
ing and  intemperance  in  eating  •,  bcfides  that  du- 
ring their  infancy  they  often  go  barefoot  in  water, 
and  even  upon  fnow  and  ice  •,    the  fpiritiious   li- 
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qiiors  which  the  Europeans  have  fupplied  them 
with,  and  tor  which  they  entertain  a  paflion,   or 
rather  a  fury  which  *:xceeds  all    exprcfTion,   and 
which  they   never  drink  but  on  purpole   to    get 
drunk,  have  :.lmolt  ruined  them,   and  have  not  a 
litde   contributed   to  the  depojniiation  of  all   the 
Indian  nation?,  who  arc  at  prclent  reduced  to  lefs 
than  the  twentiet'ii  part  of   what   tlicy    were    one 
hundred  and  tifty  years  ago,    If  this  continues  we 
Ihall  ccrt-iinly  fee  tliem  entirely  difappcar. 

Their  bodies  are  not  conftrained  in  the  cradle  like 
ours,    and  nothing  is  more  proper  to  render  them 
a^ile,  and  to  give  them,  that  fupplenels  in  all  their 
members,    which   we   io   much   admire   in    them, 
tiian  this  liberty,  and  the  exercifcs  which  they  are 
accu domed  from  their  earlieft   infancy  ;  the  mo- 
thers fuckle  them  a  great  while,  and  we  fometimes 
fee  children  of  fix  or  feven  years  of  age  which  ftill 
llick  their   mothers  ;    this  hinders  not  their  giving 
them  all  forts  ot  nourifnment  from,  the  fiift  years: 
lallly,  the  free  and  open  air  to  which  they  are  con- 
Itantly  expofed  •,   the  fatigues  they  are  made  to  un- 
dergo, but  by  gentle  degrees  and  in  a  manner  pro- 
portioned to  their  age  •,    their  food  which  is  fimple 
and   natut-al  ;  all  thefe  contribute  to  form  bodies 
capable  of  doing   and  fu{feii'^g  incredible  things, 
but  which   are  puQied  to  an  extravagance  which  I 
have   already  faid,  carries  off  not  a  few  before  the 
age  of  maturity.     Son,e  have  been  known,   after 
havinor  their  Itomi-chs  ftretched  lour  iins-ers  with 
eating,  fiill  to  eat  on  with  as  voracious  an  appetite 
as  it   they   had  only  jull  begun  ;  v/hen  they  finei 
themlelves  overloaded  they  tall  to  fmoaking,  and 
attcrwards    fall  aHeep,  and  at  their   v/aking   find 
tiieir  digeflion  compleated  •,  fometimes  they  only 
fe:  themselves  a  vomiting,  after  which  they  return 
to  the  combat  quite  frefli. 
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In  the  fouihcrn  countries  they  fcarce  obfcrvc  any 
mean  with  refped-  to  the  women,  v/ho  are  no  kfs 
prone  to  lalcivif.uliieis  ;  from  hence  comes  that 
corruption  of  manners,  which  has  infeded  the 
northern  nations  fonie  years  fince ;  the  Iroquois  in 
particular  had  the  reputation  of  chaflity  before 
they  had  any  commerce  with  the  IlHno  s,  and  the 
other  nations  in  the  nei<;^hbourhood  of  Louifiana  ; 
they  have  gained  nothing  by  the  acquaintance  ex- 
cept becoming  hkc  them.  It  mufl  be  confefTcd 
that  effeminacy  and  kibriuty  were  carried  to  the 
greateft  exj^^fi  in  thole  parts  •,  men  wrre  feen  to 
wear  the  drefs  of  women  without  a  Ijhifli,  and  to 
debafe  themlelves  fo  as  to  perform  thofe  occu- 
pations which  arc:  moll  peculiar  to  the  lex,  from 
whi-nce  followed  a  corruption  of  mor.ds  paft  all 
cxpreflion  ;  it  was  pretended  that  this  cuflom  came 
from  I  know  not  what  principle  of  religion  ;  but 
;"  religion  had  like  tnany  others  taken  its  birth  in 
the  depravation  of  the  heart,  or  if  the  cuflom  I 
fpeak  of  had  its  beginning  in  the  fpirit,  it  has  ended 
in  the  flefli  •,  theie  effeminate  ps  rlbns  never  marry, 
and  abantlon  themlelves  to  the  moft  infamous 
palTions,  for  which  -^aufe  they  are  held  in  the  mofl 
Ibvereign  contempt. 

On  the  other  hand  the  women  though  ftrong 
and  robult  are  far  from  being  fruitful  •,  befidcs  the 
realbns  I  have  already  mentioned,  to  wit,  the 
time  they  allow  for  the  fuckling  of  their  children, 
their  cuflom  of  not  cohabiting  with  their  hufbands 
all  that  time,  and  the  exceffive  labour  they  are 
obliged  to  undergo  in  whatever  lituation  they 
are  -,  this  fterility  proceeds  likewife  from  a  cuflom 
eftablifhed  in  feveral  places,  by  which  young  wo- 
men are  fuffered  to  prollitute  themfelves  before 
marriage ;  add  to  this  the  extreme  mifery  to  which 
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they  arc  often  rediicctl,  and  wr.icli  extinguiflics  in 
them  all  dcfiie  of  having  children. 

It  is  bcfidcs  certain  that  they  have  r^rcat  advan- 
tages over  us,  an  J  1  hold  fur  the  firft  of  all  the  ex- 
treme perk'dion  of  their  fenfes  over  us  both  in- 
ternal and  external.  In  fjVite  of  the  fnovv  which 
dazles  them,  and  the  fmo.ik  with  which  they  are 
pedered  for  fix  months  of  the  year,  their  light 
continues  in  all  its  vigor  -,  they  have  the  fenie  of 
hearing  extremely  acute,  and  their  fmellir.g  is  fo  ex- 
quifite,  that  they  fmcll  lire  at  a  great  dillance  ;  for 
this  reafon  it  is  that  they  cannot  fufl'cr  the  fmeli 
ol  mufli,  or  any  other  llrong  fcent ;  and  it  is  even 
pretended  that  no  fmell  is  agreeable  to  them,  ex- 
cept that  of  eatables. 

Their  imngination  is  a  fort  of  prodigy,  it  fufFices 
them  to  have  been  once  in  a  place  to  have  an  exadt 
idea  of  it,  which  is  never  effaced  -,  let  a  foreft  b<i 
ever  fo  vafl;  and  untrodden  they  will  crofs  it  with- 
out wandering  out  of  the  way,  if  they  have  made 
their  obfervations  right  at  fetting  out.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Acadia,  and  places  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  have  ofcen  failed 
in  their  canoes  of  br.rk,  to  make  a  dcfcent  in  the 
country  of  Labrador,  in  queft  of  their  enemies  the 
LHvimaux  ;  they  have  gone  thirty  or  forty  leagues 
out  in  the  open  fea  without  any  compafs,  and  i\ava 
Janded  prcciRdy  at  the  place  intended.  In  the  molb 
cloudy  weather  they  \i\\\  follow  the  fun  for  feveral 
days,  without  millaking  •,  the  exaclcft  fun-dial 
would  not  inform  us  better  of  the  courfe  of  that 
beautiful  flar,  than  they  will  do  by  tlic  infpcdion 
ot  the  heavens  only  ',  thus  let  us  do  what  w:;  will 
to  put  them  out  of  their  way,  it  is  very  rare  they 
millake  their  road.   They  are  born   with  this  ta- 
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lent,  fo  that  it  is  not  the  fruit  of  their  on!  rvatior.'s 
or  of  long  CLiftom.   Children  who  have  never  i^een 
out  ot  their  village,  will  travel  equally  well  witb 
ihuie  who  have  Ltcn  all  over  the  country. 

The  beauty  of  their  imapj nation  equals  Its  vi- 
vacity, which  appears  in  all  their  dilcourfc  :  they 
are  very  quick  at  repartees,  and  their  harangucLs 
are  full  of  fhining  paflages,  which  would  have 
been  applauded  at  Rome  and  Athens.  '1  heir  elo- 
(juence  has  a  Urength,  nature,  and  pathos,  which  no 
iirt  can  give,  and  which  the  Greeks  admired  in  the 
barbarians  •,  and  though  this  is  fupported  by  none 
of  the  adtion  of  an  orator,  and  though  tliey  never 
railc  their  voice  to  any  confiderable  pitch,  yet  you 
perceive  that  they  are  afftded  with  what  they  fay, 
and  they  perfuade. 

It  would  be  really  furprizing  if  with  fo  fine  an 
imagination,  they  had  not  alio  an  excellent  me- 
mory. They  are  without  all  thofe  he'ps  which  we 
have  invented  to  tA't  our  memory,  or  to  fupply 
the  want  of  it  *,  yet  you  cannot  imagine  what  an 
infinite  number  of  different  topicks,  with  an 
immenfe  detail  of  circumftances,  and  an  amaz- 
ing order,  are  handled  in  their  councils.  On 
fome  occafions  however  they  make  ufe  of  little 
flicks,  to  remind  them  of  the  different  articles 
they  have  to  difcufs ;  and  with  eale  they  form  a 
kind  of  local  memory,  and  that  fo  fure  and  in- 
fallible, that  they  will  fpeak  for  four  or  five  hours 
together,  and  difplay  twenty  different  prefents, 
each  of  which  requires  an  entire  difcoiirfe,  without 
forgetting  any  thing,  and  even  without  hefitation. 
Their  narration  is  neat  and  precife;  and  though  they 
life  a  great  many  allegories  and  other  figures,  yet 
k  is  lively,  and  has  all  the  beauties  which  their 
language  affords. 
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'i'hey  have  a  clear  r.nd  iolid  jud:jn1cnr,  and  conic 
at  once  to  the  point,  without  the  lealt  Hop  or  de- 
viation. I'hcy  calily  conceive  whatever  is  within 
their  reach,  out  it  would  require  a  long  time  and 
much  labour,  to  put  them  in  a  condition  of  luc*" 
ceeding  in  the  arts,  with  which  they  have  hitherto 
difpenled,  and  whereof  they  have  not  the  fmailelt 
notion  •,  and  the  more  fo  as  they  have  a  fovcrcigii 
contempt  of  whatever  is  not  necelFary,  that  is  to 
I'ly,  for  that  which  we  hold  in  the  greateil  elli- 
niation.  It  would  alio  be  no  eafy  matter  to  render 
them  capable  of  conitraint,  or  to  applying  to  things 
purely  ipiritii.il,  or  which  the''  ''  .  upon  as  ufe- 
iels.  As  for  thofe  which  they  imagi'-.c  of  confe- 
quence,  they  obfcrve  the  greatelt  care  and  delibe- 
ration -,  and  in  proportion  as  they  dilcovcr  phelgin 
in  confidering  before  they  have  taken  their  mea- 
fure  ,  they  tcftify  vivacity  and  ardour  in  the  exe- 
cution ;  this  is  remarked  in  an  efpecial  manner  in 
the  Hurons  and  Iroquois.  They  are  not  only  quick 
but  alfo  very  ingenious,  and  fmarc  in  their  repar- 
tees. An  Cutaway  called  Jobfj  !e  Blancy  who  v/as 
a  bad  chriftian  and  a  great  drunkard,  on  being 
afl<.ed  by  the  Count  dc  Frontenac,  what  he  thought 
the  brandy  he  was  fo  fond  of  was  made  of,  he 
faid,  of  tongues  and  hearts  \  for,  added  h.^,  after  1 
have  drank  of  it  I  fear  nothing)  and  I  talk  like 
an  an2;e!. 

Mofb  of  them  have  really  a  noblenefi  of  foul 
and  a  conftancy  of  mind,  at  which  we  rarely  ar- 
rive, with  ail  the  afiiftance  of  philofophy  and  re- 
ligion. Always  mailers  of  themfches  in  the  mofi: 
fudden  reveries  of  fortune,  not  the  fmaliell  alter- 
ation is  feen  even  in  their  countenances  -,  a  pri- 
fonjr  who  knows  what  is  to  be  the  end  of  his  cap- 
tivity, or  what  is  perhaps  more  furprizing,   who  is 
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Hrll  uncertain  of  his  fate,  Icles  not  one  c;iiartcr  of 
iin  f.our  v-)f  his  rcfl  i  aiul  even  the  full  and  mult 
luddt  n  fliocks  of  p.ifl'ion  never  liirpii/e  tlicm.  A 
Huron  cjptain  was  on*i  day  infulted  and  llruck  by 
^  young  man,  and  the  by-ilandcrs  going  to  punifli 
this  infolencc  on  the  fpot  ;  Let  hini  alone,  replied 
the  captain,  did  you  not  perceive  the  earth  to 
quake,  by  that  he  his  ilifficiently  v/arned  of  hij 
tolly. 

Their  conflanty  in  torments  is  beyond  all  ex- 
prellion.  A  young  woman  fhall  be  a  whole  day  in 
iabour  without  a  fl:riek  •,  fhould  flie  difcovcr  the 
leall  wcakntfs  fhe  wouki  be  heki  unworthy  the 
name  of  mother,  as  being  only  capable  of  bring- 
ing lorth  cowards.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  fee  perfons  of  every  age  and  fex  iufier  for  feve- 
ral  hours,  and  even  fometimcs  for  fcvcral  days  to- 
gether, all  the  torments  which  fire,  or  the  mofl: 
infatiable  fury  can  infiidl  or  invent,  in  order  to 
render  them  the  more  exquifite,  without  fo  much 
as  a  groan  •,  they  are  even  moil  commonly  em- 
ployed during  their  torture  in  provoking  their  ex- 
ecutioners by  the  mod  gauling  reprojches. 
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An  Outigamie,  whom  the  Illinois  were  burning 
with  the  ucmoll:  barbarity,  having  perceived  a 
Frenchman  amonp;!!:  the  fpec'^latorr>,  begged  him 
to  have  the  o-oodr.cls  to  afi'ifl  his  enemies  in  tor- 
menting  him  ;  and  upon  the  other's  asking  him 
the  realon  of  this  rcqueil,  "  Jt  is,  anlwered  he, 
*^  hccaufe  J  fliould  then  have  the  confolation  of 
*'  dying  by  the  hands  of  a  man."  ^'  My  greateft 
'^  regret,  ackled  he,  is  that  I  liave  tiever  killed  a 
*'  n^an."  But,  returned  an  Illinois,  you  have  killed 
luch  and  fuch  perfons.    '*  As  ftjr  the  Illinois,  rc- 
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«'  plied  tlie  patient,   I  have  killed  a  fufBcirnt  num- 
*'  ber  of  cheni,  but  1  do  noc  reckon  vhtlc  lo  be 
•'  men." 


What  I  have  remarked  clfewhere  in  order  to 
dimiiiifli  the  Turprize  which  luch  an  inlenlibility 
might  occafion,  hinders  us  not  horn  acknow- 
ledging an  extraordinary  courage  in  them.  13uc 
however,  in  order  to  elevate  the  I'oul  to  luch  a  de- 
gree, beyonJ  all  fenfe  of  feeling,  requires  an 
effort  of  which  vulgar  fou's  are  utterly  incapable ; 
this  the  Indians  excrcife  themfelves  in  durino;  their 
whole  lives,  and  accuftom  their  children  to  ic 
from  their  tendered  infancy.  Little  boys  and  girls 
have  been  feen  to  tie  themfelves  together  by  ati 
arm,  and  to  put  between  a  red  coal  to  fee  who 
fhould  flirink  firll.  Laftly.  we  muft  alfo  agree, 
that  according  to  the  remark  of  Cicero,  the  ha- 
bit of  labour  renders  torments  the  more  fuppor- 
table.  Now  there  is  not  perhaps  in  the  whole 
world  a  people,  who  endure  more  fatigue  than  the 
Indians,  both  in  their  huntings  and  voyages  In 
a  word,  what  proves  this  infenfibility  in  thefe  bar- 
barians, to  be  the  effect  of  true  courage  is,  that 
all  of  them  are  not  equally  poiTefTed  of  it. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  with  fuch  a  firmnefs  of 
mind,  and  with  llntiments  fo  elevated,  the  Indians 
fliould  be  intrepid  in  the  midft  of  danger,  and  of 
a  courage  which  nothing  can  fhake  ;  it  is  never- 
thelefs  true,  that  in  their  wars  they  expofe  them- 
felves as  little  as  poffible,  only  becaufe  they  place 
their  glory  in  never  buying  vidory  too  dear,  and 
that  as  their  nations  are  thin  of  people,  they  have 
adopted  this  maxim  to  weaken  themfelves  as  little 
as  poflible  ;  But  when  they  are  under  a  neceffity  of 
fighting,  they  behave  like  lions,   and  the  fight  of 
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their  blood  ferves  only  to  inlpirc  them  with  r^w 
itrenp^  and  courage.    They  have  been  fcveral  times 
in  adtion  m  company  with  our  hravoes,  who  have 
ken  them  perform  exploits  almoll  incredible. 

A  mifllonary  being  accompanied  by  fome  Abe- 
naquis  in  an  expedition  agairft  New  England,  and 
perceiving  that  they  were  piirfued  by  a  great  body 
of  Engliih  in  their  retreat,  did  all  he  could  to 
caufe  them  to  make  more  haftc,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe  ;  all  the  anfwer  he  received  was,  that  they  did 
not  fear  fuch  people  as  thefc.  The  Englifh  at 
length  appeared,  and  were  at  lead  twenty  to  one. 
The  Indians,  without  being  at  all  intimidated,  firft 
placed  the  father  in  fafety,  and  afterwards  went 
to  wait  for  the  enemy  in  a  field,  in  which  there 
was  only  the  trunks  of  fome  trees.  The  combat 
hfted  almoll  the  whole  day  ;  the  Abenaquis  loft 
not  a  man,  and  put  the  Englifh  to  flight,  after 
having  covered  the  field  with  dead  bodies.  I  had 
this  tadl  from  fathc^r  Vincent  Bigot,  who  was  the 
milTionary  in  queftion. 

But  what  is  infinitely  furprizing  in  men,  whofe 
whole  exterior  difcovers^ nothing  but  the  barbarian, 
is  to  fee  them  treat  one  another  with  a  gentlenefs 
and  a  refpedt  unknown  to  the  common  people  in 
the  moft  polite  nations.  This  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  this,  that  meum  and  tuum,  thefe  cold  words, 
•IS  St.  Chryfoftom  calls  them,  but  which  whilft 
they  extinguifh  in  our  hfarts  the  fire  of  charity, 
kindle  up  in  them  that  of  covctoufncrs,  are  not  as 
yet  known  amongft  thefe  Indians.  We  are  no  lefs 
charmed  with  that  natural  and  unafTeflcd  gravity, 
which  reigns  in  all  their  adlions,  and  even  in  mofh 
of  their  diverfions,  as  well  as  with  that  franknefs, 
and  that    delerrncc   r.hry   difcover   towards    their 
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cTjiials  and  the  rcfpcc^  fliewn  by  young  people  to 
oiil  age;  and  laftly,  that  we  never  lee  them  in  ilieir 
(jiiancls  make  ufc  of  any  indecent  exprcfllons,  and 
Thofe  oarhs  lo  common  amongfl:  us  ;  all  of  them 
[proofs  of  their  good  fenf::  and  moderation. 

I  have  told  your  Grace  that  it  is  a  maxim  a- 
dopccd  amongft  them,  and  of  which  they  are 
jealous  above  all  things,  that  one  man  owes  no- 
thing to  another  :  but  from  this  evil  principle  they 
derive  a  very  good  confequencc,  to  wit,  that  wc 
inufl:  never  injure  a  perfon  who  has  not  offended 
us.  There  wants  only  to  compleat  their  happinefs 
to  do  between  nation  and  nation,  as  they  almoft 
always  do  between  man  and  man  -,  and  never  to 
attack  a  people  who  have  given  them  no  grounds 
of  complaint,  and  not  to  pufli  their  third  of  ven- 
geance lb  very  far. 

We  muft  however  agree  that  what  we  mod  ad- 
mire in  the  Indians  is  not  always  to  be  attributed 
to  pure  virtue  -,  that  their  natural  difpofition  and 
their  vanity,  have  a  great  (hare  in  it,  and  that 
their  brightefl:  qualities  are  obfcured  by  great  vi- 
ces. Thefe  very  men  who  appear  to  us  fo  very  con- 
temptible at  firll  fight,  hold  all  the  reft  of  mankind 
in  the  greateft  contempt ;  and  have  the  higheft 
notion  of  themfelvcs.  The  proudeft  of  all  were 
the  Hurons,  till  fucccfs  puffed  up  the  Iroquois  and 
infpired  them  with  a  haughtinefs,  which  nothing 
has  hitherto  been  able  to  tame,  together  with  a 
brutal  ferocity  which  always  conftituted  their  chief 
characlerillick. 

On  the  other  hand  thefe  people,  fo  haughty  and 
fo  jealous  ol    their  liberty,  are  beyond  imaginatiorj 
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flaves  to  human  refpecl :  they  are  alio  acciifcd  of 
being  hght  and  inconllant  •,  but  this  is  rather 
owin^  to  the  I'pirit  of  independancc  than  to  their 
natui^l  charadcr,  as  1  have  aheady  rcmaikai  of 
the  Canadians.  They  arc  cafily  otiended,  jealous 
and  fufpicious,  cfpccKilly  of  us  Frenchmen  •,  trea- 
cherous when  it  is  for  their  intereft  •,  great  dif- 
femblers,  and  exceeding  vindictive  ;  no  length  of 
time  excinguiihcs  in  them  the  thirtl  of  vengeance  •, 
this  is  the  deareft  inheritance  they  leave  to  their 
children,  and  is  tranfmitted  from  generation  to 
generation,  till  an  occafion  is  found  to  put  it  in 
execution. 

With  rcfpcc'^  to  the  qualities  of  the  heart,  the 
Indians  do  not  value  thcmfclvcs  much  upon  them, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  have  no  virtues  in 
them  :  they  feem  even  incapable  of  confiderir^ 
tliem  in  this  light ;  friend  (hip,  compaflion,  gra- 
titude, attichm.eiic,  are  all  known  to  them  in  fome 
degree,  but  proceed  not  from  the  heart,  and  are  in 
th.em  leis  the  effect  of  a  good  natural  difpofition, 
t'nan  of  refie^^lion.  Their  care  of  orphans,  wi- 
dows and  infirm  perfons,  the  hofpitality  which 
they  exercife  in  fo  admirable  a  manner,  are  in 
them  no  more  than  a  confequence  of  a  per- 
fuafion,  thcit  all  ought  to  be  in  common  a- 
mongfL  mi^n.  Fathers  and  mothers  have  an  af- 
fe:iion  for  their  ciiildren  which  extends  even  to 
weaknefs,  but  which  never  induces  them  to  render 
rhem  virtuous,  and  which  appears  purely  animal. 
Children  on  their  fide  fliew  no  return  of  natural 
love  for  their  parents,  and  even  fometimes  treat 
them  with  indignity,  ejpecially  their  fathers.  I 
have  been  told  examples  of  it  which  ftrikc  us  with 
horror,  and  which  1  cannot  relate  :  that  which 
follows  wa3  p'.iblick^y  known. 

An 


iili 


tlier 
heir 
ot 
lous 
rca- 
(iif- 
of 

al- 
io 
in 


(     S9     ) 

An  Iroquois  who  had  lervcd  a  long  time  in  our 
troops  againll  his  own  nation,  and  even  in  quality 
ot  an  ofBcer,  met  his  lather  in  an  engagement,  and 
was  going  to  run  him  through,  when  he  difcover- 
ed  who  he  was.  i\c  llopt,  and  accolled  him  in  this 
manner,  *'  You  have  once  given  me  life,  and  I 
'^  have  this  day  returned  the  obligation ;  but 
"  have  a  care  of  meeting  me  another  time,  as  I 
"  am  now  quit  of  that  debt  of  nature  which  f 
'•  owed  you."  Nothing  can  be  a  (Ironger  proof 
of  the  necefiity  of  education,  and  that  nature  a- 
Jone  is  incapable  of  inftruding  us  fufficiently  in  the 
moH:  effential  duties  of  life  :  and  what,  if  I  am 
not  deceived,  is  a  more  evident  demonflration  of 
the  fuperior  Janctity  of  the  chriftian  religion  is, 
that  it  has  produced  in  the  heart  of  ihefe  barba- 
rians, in  all  thefe  refpeds,  a  change  which  is  pcr- 
fedly  wonderful. 

Rut  if  the  Indians  are  incapable  of  tading  the 
fvveets  of  friend fiiip,  they  have  at  leaft  difcoveicd 
the  advantage  of  it.  Every  one  has  a  friend  nearly 
the  fame  age  with  himfeU,  to  whom  he  attaches 
himfelf  by  the  moll  indifToluble  bonds.  Two 
perfons  thus  united  by  one  common  interell,  are 
capable  of  undertaking  and  hazarding  every  thing 
in  order  to  aid  and  mutually  fuccour  each  other : 
death  itfelf,  according  to  their  belief,  can  only  fepa- 
race  them  for  a  time  :  they  Hxe  well  alTured  of 
meeting  again  in  the  other  world  never  to  parr, 
where  they  are  pcrfuaded  they  will  have  occafioii 
fur  the  fame  fer vices  from  one  another. 

I  have  been  told  a  flory  on  this  head,  that  an  In- 
dian who  was  a  Chriftian,  but  who  did  not  live  ac- 
cor  Mng  to  tlie  maxima  of  thegofpel,  and  who  being 
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threatened  with  hell  by  a  Jefnit,  afkcJ  this  niif- 
fionary,  whether  he  thought  his  triend  who  was 
lately  departed  had  gone  into  that  place  of  torment: 
the  father  anfwered  him,  that  he  had  good  grounds 
to  think  that  the  Lord  iiad  had  mercy  upon  him  : 
Then  I  wont  go  neither,  replied  the  Indian  -,  and 
this  motive  brought  him  to  do  every  thing  that  was 
defired  of  him-,  that  is  to  fay,  that  he  would  have 
been  full  as  willing  to  go  to  hell  as  to  heaven  had 
he  thought  to  find  his  companion  there  ;  but 
God  makes  ufe  of  every  thing  tor  the  falv.ition  of 
his  eled.  They  add,  that  thefe  friends  when  they 
happen  to  be  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  reci- 
procally invoke  one  another  in  all  dangers ;  but 
this,  no  doubt,  ought  tobeunderflood  of  their  tute- 
lary genii.  Prelents  are  the  ties  of  thefe  aflfocia- 
tions,  which  are  ftrengthened  by  interefl:  and  their 
mutual  neceflities  ;  and  the  afliflance  they  afford 
may  be  certainly  depended  on  in  almoft  every  cafe. 
Some  pretend  that  thefe  friendftiips  open  a  door  to 
certain  irregularities  •,  but  I  have  good  grounds 
to  think,  that  this  is  at  Icaft  far  from  being  ge- 
neral. 

The  colour  of  the  Indians  does  not,  as  many 
believe,  conftitute  a  third  fpecies  of  men  between 
the  blacks  and  whites.  They  arc  very  tawny  and 
of  a  dirty  and  obfcure  red,  which  is  more  fen- 
fible  in  Florida,  of  which  Louifiana  makes  a 
part;  but  this  is  not  natural  to  them.  The  fre- 
quent friilions  they  ufe,  is  what  gives  them  this 
copper  complexion,  and  it  is  really  wonderful 
that  they  are  not  dill  blacker,  being  continually 
expofed  to  the  fmoke  in  winter  and  to  the  great- 
ell  heats  of  the  fun  in  fummer,  and  at  all  feafons 
to  all  the  intemperance  of  the  air. 
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It  i.s  not  fo  cafy  to  givf  a  rcafon  why,  except  the 
hair  ot  their  head  which  is  univcrfally  jet  black, 
.ukI  their  fyc-hinics  and  eye -brows,  which  fomc  ot" 
them  even  phick  our,  they  \nvc  not  a  fingle  hair 
on  their  whole  body.  Almoll  all  the  Aniericani 
;]re  in  the  fame  fituation.  What  is  ftill  more  fur- 
prizing  is,  that  their  children  are  born  with  along 
thin  hair  all  ovtr  their  bodies,  but  which  dilapj- 
pears  in  eight  days.  \Vc  fee  alfo  fomc  flraggling 
hairs  on  the  chins  of  old  men,  as  it  happens 
amongrt  us  to  women  of  a  certain  age.  Some  at- 
tribute this  fingularity  to  the  conftanc  cuftom  the 
Americans  of  both  fcxcs  have  of  fmoaking  :  whac 
others  alledge  feems  to  me  more  natural,  which 
is,  that  this  proct-eds  from  the  quality  of  their 
blo:;d,  which  being  purer  by  reafon  of  the  fim- 
phcity  of  their  food,  produces  fewer  of  thofe  fu- 
perlluities  which  our  thicker  blood  occafions  in  fo 
great  an  abundance  •,  or  that  having  fewer  falts  it 
is  lefs  proper  for  this  fort  of  produdions.  There 
is  at  leall  no  room  to  doubt  that  it  is  owing  to  this 
fimplicity  of  their  diet,  that  the  Indians  are  fo 
iiimble  of  foot.  I  have  feen  an  iflander  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Japan,  who  having  never  tafted 
bread,  alTured  me,  that  he  could  with  eafe  have 
travelled  on  foot  thirty  leagues  a  day  for  a  con- 
tinuance ;  but  that  after  beginning  to  make  ufc 
of  it,  he  could  no  longer  perform  it  with  the 
fame  cafe. 


What  is  certain  is,  that  our  Indians  hold  it  as  a 
fingular  beauty  to  have  no  hair  except  on  their 
heads  only  •,  and  that  if  any  happens  fomctimes  to 
j:!;rovv  on  their  chin  they  pluck  it  out  immediately  : 
ihat  the  I/.uropeans  when  they  lirft  faw  them, 
ippeared  hideous  to  them  on  account  of  their  long 
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beards  which  it  was  then  the  falhion  to  wear . 
that  they  did  not  Ukc  our  white  colour  j  and  tliac 
the  flefh  of  the  French  and  Englifh  fecmcd  of  a 
difagreeable  tafte  to  them,  bccaufe  of  its  filtncls. 
Thus,  Madam,  the  idea  which  was  formerly  en- 
tertained in  Europe  of  the  Indians,  who  were 
reprefentcd  there  like  men  all  covered  with  hair, 
not  only  differs  from  the  truth  in  every  parti- 
cular, but  is  alfo  prccifcly  the  fame  which  they 
at  firft  entertained  of  us,  as  they  believed  that 
cur  bodies  were  as  hairy  all  over  as  the  chin  and 
brcaft  of  fome  perfons. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,    &:c. 
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l^oyti^e  to  the  River  St.  Jofeph.  Ohfer  vat  ions  wit  if 
rejpe^i  to  the  Rivers  which  fall  into  Lake  Mi- 
chigan on  the  eaftern  Side,  Of  Father  Marquette's 
river ^  and  of  the  Origin  of  this  Name,  Of  the 
Games  of  the  Indians.  Some  particulars  of  the  Cha^ 
ratlcr  of  thefe  Nations, 


River  St.  Jofeph,   Auguji  i6,    1721. 


Madam^ 


IT  was  eight  days  yefterdiy  fincc  I  arrived  at  this 
pod,  where  we  have  a  miflion,  and  where  there 
is  a  commandant  with  a  fmall  garrifon.  The  com- 
mandant's houfe,  which  is  but  a  very  forry  one,  is 
called  the  fort,  from  its  being  furroundcd  with  an 
indifferent  pallifado,  which  is  pretty  near  the  cafe 
in  all  the  reft,  except  the  forts  Chambly  and  Cataro- 
coiiy,  which  are  real  fortrefles.  There  are  how- 
ever in  lalmoft  every  one  of  them  feme  few  can- 
nons or  pateraroes,  which  in  cafe  of  necelTity  are  fuf- 
firient  to  hinder  a  furprize  and  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  refpe^t. 
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We  have  here  two  vi.Ki^jvs  of  Indians,  o:ic  of 
the  Miamis  and  the  oth.rot  the  Tuutcwatainits, 
both  ot  them  moflly  Chrillians  •,  but  as  they  h.iv- 
been  tor  a  long  time  without  any  p»lloi\s,  the  mil- 
fionary  who  has  lately  been  lent  them,  will  have 
no  fnnll  difHculty  in  b:  inging  them  l)ack  to  th'. 
cxertil'e  ot"  their  nligion.  i'he  river  of  St.  Jofepli 
comes  from  the  fouth-eall,  and  dileharges  itlell  in- 
to the  bottom  of  lake  MichiL>;an,  the  eali  rn  fhorc 
of  which  is  a  huntlred  leagues  in  length,  and  whie!i 
you  are  obliged  to  fail  aloi;g  bclore  you  come  to  th. 
entry  ot"  this  river.  You  atrciward-  I'.iil  up  twenty 
leagues  in  it  before  you  reach  the  tort,  which  na- 
vigation requires  great  precautions;  becaule  when 
the  wind  is  large,  that  is  to  iay  weflerly,  which 
frequently  jirevails  here,  the  waves  extend  the 
whole  length  of  the  lake.  There  is  alio  good 
ground  to  believe,  that  the  great  number  of  rivers 
which  difcharge  themfelves  hko  the  lake  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  contribute  inuch  by  the  flioek  of  their 
( m-rents  againfl;  the  waves  to  render  this  voyage 
dangerous  :  what  is  certain  is,  that  there  are  tew 
jilaces  in  all  Canada  where  there  are  more  fliip- 
wrecks.  But  I  return  to  my  journal  where  1  leic 
off. 
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On  the  firft  of  Auguft,  after  having  crofled  un- 
der fail  a  bay  which  is  thirty  RMjC^ucs  in  depth,  I 
Jefc  on  my  right  Ics  ijles  iic  Cajlor^  or  Bi^iver 
illands,  which  feem  to  me  very  well  wooded; and  fomc 
leagues  farther  on  the  left,  I  perceived  on  a  fandy 
eminence  a  kind  of  grove  or  thicket,  which  when 
you  arc  abreaft  of  it,  has  the  figure  of  an  animal 
lying  down:  the  French  call  this  the  vSIeeping,  and 
the  Indians  the  Couching  Bear.  I  advanced  twenty 
leagues  this  day  •,  and  encamped  in  a  little  illand, 
which  lies  in  44  deg.  50  min.   north  latitude,  be- 
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ing  nearly  under  the  fame  parallel  with  Montreal. 
From  the  entry  ot  the  lake  iV3ichi[^,aii  as  far  as  this 
illantl,  the  l^^  \  is  very  laiuly  ;  but  after  you  have 
got  ever  lo  Imall  adillance  up  the  country  it  appears 
txtreiiiely  beautiful,  at  lead  if  we  may  judge  of  ic 
by  the  magnificent  torells  with  which  it  is  covered. 
It  is  be  fides  extremely  well  watered  and  wc  made 
not  a  fingle  league  without  difcovering  either  fomc 
large  livulet  or  line  river  -,  and  the  more  you  ad- 
vance to  the  fouth  the  larger  the  rivers,  and  they 
likewife  come  from  a  greater  diftance,  the  peninfuhi 
which  feparates  lake  Michigan  from  lake  Huron, 
growing  broader  in  proportion  as  you  advance  to- 
wards the  fouth.  Molt  part  however  of  thefe  ri- 
vers are  but  of  an  indifferent  breadth,  and  have  no 
great  depth  at  their  mouth.  There  is  one  fingular  cir- 
cumftance  attends  them  which  is,  that  almoft  im- 
mediately after  you  have  entered  them,  you  meet 
with  lakes  of  two,  three,  or  four  league;  in  circuit ; 
which  comes  no  doubt  from  the  great  quantity  of 
fand  wiiich  they  carry  down  with  them  -,  thefe 
funds  being  driven  back  by  the  waves  of  the  lake, 
which  come  almoll  conOantly  from  the  weft,  gather 
in  heaps  at  the  mouth  of  the  river*,  the  waters  of 
which  are  ftopt  by  thefe  dykes  which  they  with  dif- 
ficulty get  palt,  and  fo  by  degrees  hollow  out  thefe 
lakes  or  pools,  which  hinder  the  country  from  be- 
ing laid  under  water,  on  the  melting  of  the  fnows. 

On  the  3d  I  entered  the  river  of  Fa/her  Mur- 
quettt\  in  order  to  examine  whetiier  what  I  had  been 
told  of  ic  was  true.  Tins  is  at  firft  entrlng  it,  no 
more  than  a  brook  ;  but  fifteen  paces  higher  you 
enter  a  lake  which  is  near  two  leagues  in  circuit. 
In  order  to  make  way  for  its  difcharge  into  lake 
Michigan,  one  would  imagine  thuit  a  great  Hum- 
mock which  you  leave  on  the  left  as  you  e.^ter,  had 
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l^en  dug  through'-,  and  on  tlie  right  the  cOaf!  is 
vtry  low  for  the  i|xKc'  of  a  good  nuiikcr-n-iot,  af- 
terwards all  of  a  fjtldcn  it  riics  to  a  very  grcit; 
height.  It  had  adually  been  reprelented  to  me  as 
iuch,  and  on  that  head,  the  following  is  the  con- 
ftant  tradition  of  all  our  travellers,  and  what  anci 
tnt  miflionaries  have  told  n^e. 

Father  Jofeph  Marquette,  a  native  of  Laon  in 
Picardy,  where  his  lumily  ftill  maintains  a  diilin- 
guilhed  rank,  was  one  of  the  moil  illuftrious  mil- 
iionaries  of  New- r  ranee.  This  perfon  travelled 
over  almoft  all  the  countries  in  it,  and  made  fevc- 
ral  important  difcoveries,  the  laft  of  which  was  that 
of  the  Miffifippi,  winch  he  entered  with  the  Sicur 
Jolict  in  i^y^'  Two  years  after  this  difcovcry,  an 
account  of  which  he  has  publiihed,  as  he  was  go- 
incr  from  Chicafj-ou,  which  is  at  the  bottom  of 
lake  Michigan,  to  Micliillimakinac,  he  entered 
on  the  iSth  day  of  May  1675  the  river  w\  queilion, 
the  mouth  of  which  was  then  at  the  cxtrcmitv  ol 
the  low  ground,  which  as  I  have  already  taken 
notice,  you  leave  on  the  right  hand  as  you  enter. 
Here  he  ereded  his  altar  and  fiid  mafs.  He  v.cnt 
afterwards  to  a  fmill  ciiilance  in  order  to  render 
thanks,  and  begged  the  two  men  that  conducted  his 
canoe  to  leave  him  alone  for  h.Jf  an  hour.  'I  Ivs 
time  having  paft  they  went  to  feek  him,  antl  were 
Jurprized  to  find  him  dead  •,  they  cai  ed  to  mind 
however,  that  on  enter:  g  the  river  he  had  let  drop 
an  exprcflion  that  he  fliould  end  his  days  at  th:> 
place. 

However,  as  it  was  too  far  to  carry  his  bodv 
from  thence  to  Michiliimakinac,  they  buried    hini 
near  the  bank  ot  the  river,  which   from  that  time 
lias  retired  by  degrees,  as  out  of  rcipcdt  to  his  re- 
mains. 
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mains,  as  far  as  the  cape,  the  foot  of  which  it  now 
wafhes,  and  where  it  has  opened  itfclf  a  new  paf- 
iage.  The  year  following,  one  oFthe  perfons  who 
had  paid  the  laft  offices  to  this  fervant  of  God, 
returned  to  the  place  where  they  had  buried  him, 
took  what  remained  of  him,  and  carried  it  to  Mi- 
chillimakinac.  I  have  not  been  able  lo  learn,  or 
elfe  1  have  forgot,  the  name  this  river  formerly 
bore  :  but  at  this  day  the  Indians  always  call  it 
rlie  river  of  the  black  robe,  for  thus  the  Indians 
term  the  jefuits.  They  call  the  fecular  clergy 
IVhite-bands  as  they  do  the  recollcts  Gr  y-  'ozvns. 
The  French  call  this  river  Father  Marquette's  ri- 
ver, and  never  fail  to  call  upon  him  when  they  arc 
in  any  danger  on  lake  Michigan.  Several  of  them 
have  affirmed,  that  they  believed  themfelves  in- 
debted to  his  interceffion  for  having  efcaped  very 
c^reat  dangers. 

I  advanced   three  leagues  farther  that  day,  and 
and  pitched  my  camp  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
^it.  Nicholas,  on   the  banks  of  a  fine  lake,  longer 
but  not  quite  fo  broi?.d   as    the  former.     I  found 
here  great   numbers  of  red  and  white  pines,   the 
latter  of  which  have  the  roughell  bark,  but  the 
wood  of  them  is  the  better  of  the  two,  and  from  it 
ifllies  a  gum  of   toler.ible    finenefs  •,     the  former 
have  a  fmoother  bark   but  the  wood  is  heavier : 
irom  thefe  is  d-awn  the  tar  of  which  is  made  the 
btft  fort  of  pitch.     J  had  a  pleafant  enough  voyage 
as   far   as  the  river  St.  Joleph,    which  I   en t. 'red 
very  lar-  on  the  6th  or  very  early  on  the  ;th,  for 
it   Vvds  about   midni;^ht   when   wc  arr  ved   at  this 
r'"Ce  i     having  taken  two    full   hours   reft  on  the 
banks  of  the   lake  of  tiie   B  ack  iRivr,  which  is 
eight  leagues  diilant  from    it,    and  where   there 
gruvv;;  much  of  the  root  called  gingfeng. 
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The  river  of  St.  Jofeph  has  more  than  an  hun- 
dred  leagues  of  courfe,  its  fource  being  at  no  great 
diftance  from  lake  Erie ;  it  is  navigable  for  four- 
fcore  leagues,  and  on  the  25th  as  I  was  failing  up  to- 
wards the  fort,  I  faw  nothing  but  excellent  lands  co- 
vered with  trees  of  a  prodigious  height,  under 
which  there  grows  ir.  fome  places  very  tine  capil- 
laire.  I  was  two  days  in  getting  hither,  but  on 
the  evening  of  the  firll  day  1  run  a  very  great  rifque 
of  putting  an  end  to  all  my  travels ;  I  was  taken 
for  a  bear,  and  had  very  near  been  killed  on  this 
footing  by  one  of  my  condudlors  :  it  happened  in 
this  manner. 


After  fupper  and  prayers  were  over,  it  being  very 
not,  I  went  to  take  a  walk  along  the  banks  of  the 
river.  A  fpaniel  which  followed  me  wherever  I 
went,  happened  to  plunge  into  the  water  in  quell 
of  fomething  I  had  thrown  into  it  without  thinking-, 
my  people  who  believed  me  retired  to  reft,  and  the 
more  fo  as  it  was  very  late  and  the  night  dark, 
hearing  the  noif^  this  creature  made,  took  it  into 
their  head,  that  it  was  a  roebuck  fwimming  acrofs 
the  river,  two  of  them  immediately  fet  out  with 
their  mufkets  loaded  j  by  good  luck  for  me,  one 
of  the  two  who  was  a  hair-brained  fellow  was 
called  back  by  the  reft  for  fear  he  fhould  caufe 
them  mifs  their  prey,  but  his  hair-brainednefs 
might  very  eafily  have  caufed  him  not  to  mifs 
me. 

The  other  advancing  llowly  perceived  me  at 
the  diftance  of  twenty  paces  from  him.  and  made 
no  doubt  that  it  was  a  bear  ftandins  on  its  hind 
legs,  as  thefe  animals  always  do  on  their  hearing 
any  noife.  With  this  notion  the  huntfman  cocks 
his  piece  in  which   he  had  put  three  balls,   and 
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couching  clofe  to  the  ground,  approached  me  as 
foftly  as  poflTible.  He  was  jull  going  to  fire,  when 
I  likewife  began  to  think  I  faw  Ibmevvhat,  but 
without  being  able  to  diilinguifh  what  it  was.  As 
I  could  nor  doubt  however  that  this  muft  be  fome 
of  my  people  I  afked  him  whether  he  took  me  for 
a  bear  •,  he  made  no  anfwer,  and  when  I  came  up 
to  him  1  found  him  quite  fpeechlcfs,  and  like  a  per- 
fon  feized  with  horror  at  the  thoughts  of  what  he 
was  going  to  do.  His  comrades  afterwards  told  me 
all  that  had  happened. 

The  river  St.  Jofeph  is  fo  commodiou'?  for  the 
commerce  of  all  parts  of  Canada,  that  it  is  no  won- 
der it  has  always  been  much  frequented  by  the  In- 
dians. Befides  it  waters  an  extreme  fertile  country, 
but  this  is  not  what  thefe  people  edeem  it  moll  for. 
It  is  even  great  pity  to  give  them  good  lands ; 
which  they  either  make  no  ufe  of  at  all,  or  foon 
run  out  by  fowing  maize  on  them.  The  Mafcou- 
tins  had  not  long  fince  a  fettlemiCnt  on  this  river, 
but  have  returned  back  to  their  own  country  which 
is  faid  to  be  dill  finer  than  this.  The  Poutewata- 
mies  have  occupied  fucceflively  feveral  polls  here 
where  they  ftill  are  ;  their  village  is  on  the  fume 
fide  with  the  fort,  a  little  below  it  and  on  a  very 
fine  fpot  of  ground  :  that  of  the  Miamis  is  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river. 

Thefe  Indians,  who  have  from  the  carliefl  times 
applied  themfelves  more  than  others  to  the  iludy 
of  medicine,  make  great  account  of  the  root  ging- 
feng,  and  are  perfuaded  that  this  plant  has  the 
virtue  of  rendering  women  fruitful.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve however  that  it  is  lor  this  rcalbn  they  have 
given  it  the  name  oi  Abefoatchcnza  which  figniBts 
a  child  i   it  owes  this  name  at  lead  amongil  the 
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Iroquois  to  the  fi^^ure  of  its  root.  Your  Grace 
has  no  doubt  fcen  wh:.t  Father  Saffitau  who  firft 
brought  It  into  France,  has  written  of  it  under  the 
name  Jnrelia^a  Cancdcnfis :  it  is  at  Icaft  in  fliape 
cxaclly  the  f:ime  with  that  which  comes  from 
China,  and  which  the  Chincfc--  bring  from  Corea  and 
Tartary.  The  name  they  give  it,  and  which  fig- 
nifies  the  Lkcuefs  of  man-,  the  virtues  attributed 
to  it,  and  which  have  been  experienced  in  Canada 
by  iuch  as  have  ufed  it,  and  the  conformity  of 
the  cHmate  *  are  a  ftrong  prefumption  that 
<h'd  we  only  believe  it  to  come  from  China,  ic 
would  be  as  much  ellecmed  as  that  which  the  Chi- 
nefe  fell  us.  And  p-thaps  too  it  owes  its  Jittle 
credit  air.orgft  us,  to  its  growing  in  a  country  which 
belongs  to  us,  and  that  it  wants  the  advantage  of 
being  in  every  refptJl  a  foreign  commodity. 

Sailing  up  the  river  St.  Jofeph  I  remarked  fome 
trees  which  i  had  not  feen  any  where  elfc.  The 
mod  fingilarof  thefe,  and  which  I  at  firft  took  for 
an  afh  by  its  leaves,  grows  to  an  extreme  thicknefs, 
and  bears  a  fort  of  bran  very  beautiful  to  the  eye, 
but  which  by  being  boiled  become  always  harder 
and  harder,  fo  that  it  has  been  impoflible  to  make 
any  ufe  of  them.  The  fiekls  round  the  fort  arc 
covered  with  fallafras  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  air 
is  perfumed  with  them.  This  is  not  a  large  tree  as 
in  Carolina  but  a  fmall  fhrub  creeping  almoft  on 
the  ground,  and  perhaps  thefe  are  only  the  fhoots 
of  the  trees  which  have  been  cut  down  in  order 
to  clear  the  ground  round  the  fort  and  Indian  towns. 

Here 

*  The  black  river  is  in  4  cleg.  50  min.  that  is  in  the  fame 
Intitude  with  the  place  whence  the  gin;;feng  of  Corea  is  brought 
for  the  life  of  the  emperor  of  China.  Some  of  it  has  been  fent  to 
China,  and  after  being  prepared  by  the  Chine(e,  has  been  by 
them  fold  as  tominf'  from  Corea  or  iartary.  Befides,  this  pre- 
paration adds  110th  ng  to  its  value. 
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TTere  are  a  great  number  of  fimples  which  the 
Indians  are  laid  to  life  at  a  venture,  without  any 
other  principle  than  a  few  flight  experiments,  which 
Jead  them  Ibmetimes  into  confidcrable  miftakes: 
for  the  fame  remedies  do  not  always  a6l  in  the  fame 
manner  on  every  conftitution,  even  when  affcded 
with  the  fame  did  mper  ;  but  thcfe  people  are  in- 
capable of  making  luch  diilinc^lions.  There  is 
one  thing  which  has  aiwiys  furprized  me,  and 
that  is  the  impenetrable  f'^crecy  which  they  ob- 
ferve  with  rtifped  to  their  fimples,  or  the  iirrle  cu- 
riohty  of  tlie  I'rench  to  acquire  the  knoA/!edge  of 
them.  If  this  be  not  the  fault  of  thefe  latter,  no- 
thing can,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  ftronger  proof, 
that  the  Ind'ai.s  do  not  behold  us  with  pieafure  in 
their  country  :  lui  ••;*  this  we  have  otlic;  prt.jfs 
and  equally  undoubted.  It  may  alio  '?e,  rh'i*'  rhey 
entertain  the  fame  opinion  with  regard  i  »  tb.eir 
fimples,  which  we  are  allured  they  hold  "vvif[«  :e- 
fpee':!:  to  their  mines ;  which  is  that  they  would  cer- 
tainly die,  were  they  to  difcover  any  of  them  to 
Urangers. 
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The  Indians  of  thefe  parts  are  naturally  thieves, 
and  look  upon  all  they  can  catch  as  lav/ful  prize,  k 
is  however  true,  that  if  one  difcovers  early  that  he 
has  loll  any  thing,  it  is  fufficient  to  advertife  the 
chief  of  it,  and  you  are  fure  of  n  covering  it ;  but 
you  mult  give  this  chief  more  than  the  value  of  the 
thing,  befides  which,  he  always  demands  fomething 
for  him  who  has  found  it,  who  is  probably  the  thief 
hinifelf.  I  was  in  the  fame  cafe  on  tl\e  morrow 
after  my  arrival,  in  which  I  had  not  theleall  favour 
or  indulgence  fhown  me:  thefe  barbarians  will 
rather  maintain  a  war  than  relax  ever  fo  little  In 
this  point. 

H  3  Some 


)■.  ]] 


'■t 


•  i 


(       102      ) 

Some  days  afterwards  I  paid  a  vifit  to  the  chiet 
of  the  Miamis,  who  had  been  beforehand  with  me  ; 
this  is  a  tall  handfome  man  but  very  much  disfi- 
gured, being  without  a  nofe  •,  I  was  told  that  he 
owed  this  misfortune  to  a  debauch.  As  foon  as 
he  underftood  I  was  coming  to  vifit  him,  he  went 
and  placed  himfelf  in  the  inner  part  of  his  cabbin 
in  a  fort  of  alcove,  where  I  fourid  him  fcated  crofs- 
legged  jn  the  manner  of  the  orientals.  He  faid 
fcarce  any  thing  to  me,  and  feemed  to  aflTedt  a 
haughty  fort  of  gravity,  which  he  fupported  very 
ill ;  this  is  the  firft  Indian  chief  I  have  ever  feen 
to  oblerve  this  ceremony  ;  but  I  was  told  that  I 
muft  repay  him  in  kind,  if  I  would  not  bt; 
defpifed  by  him. 

On  this  day  the  Poutewatamies  came  to  play  at 
the  game  of  ftraws,  againfl  the  Miamis  •,  the  game 
was  played  in  the  cabbin  of  the  chief,  and  in  a 
fort  of  fquare  over  againft  it.  Thefe  draws  are 
fmall  rufhes  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  ftalk  of  wheat 
and  two  Pngers  in  lengrh.  They  take  up  a  parcel 
of  th.:fe  in  thtir  hand,  which  generally  confifbs  of 
two  hundred  and  one,  and  always  of  an  unequal 
number.  After  they  have  well  flirred  thern,  and 
making  a  thoufand  contortions  of  body  and  in- 
voking thf  genii,  they  divide  them,  with  a  kind 
of  awl  or  (harp  bone  into  parcels  of  ten  :  each 
takes  one  it  a  venture,  and  he  to  whom  the  parcel 
with  eleven  in  it  falls  g..ins  a  certain  number  of 
paints  according  to  the  agieement :  fixty  or  four 
fcore  make  a  party. 

There  are  other  ways  of  playing  this  game,  and 
they  would  have  expl.;ined  them  to  me,  but  I  could 
underftand  nothing  of  the  matter,  except  that  the 
number  nine  gained  the   whole  party.     They  alfo 
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told  me,  that  there  was  as  much  of  art  as  chance  in 
this  game,  and  that  the  Indians  are  great  cheats 
at  it,  as  well  as  at  all  others  ;    that  th'.y  are  lb  ea- 
ger at  it,  as  to  fp^nd  who  c  clays  and  iA'^h:r,  at  it ; 
and  that  fomctimes  they  do  not  2,ive  over  playing 
till  ihey  have  ftript  thcinfel/es  naked  and  have  no- 
thing more  to  lole.     They  have  another  kind  of 
game,    which   excites    no  ftrong  dei'.rc   of  gain. 
This  is  for  pure  diverfion  only,  but   is  almoft  al- 
ways attenc'cd  with  fatal  confequences  with  refpedt 
to  their  morals.     At  night  fall   kverai  pofts  arc 
eredled,  in  a  round  lorm,  in  the  middle  of  fome 
great  cabbin  ;   in  the  mid  ft  of  all  are  the  inftrii- 
ments,  on  each  poft  is  fixed  a  packet  of  down,  of 
which  there  mull  be  fome  of  every  colour.     The 
young  people  of  both  fexes  promifcuo^fly  dance 
round  the  pofts,  the  girls  having  alfo  fome  down 
of  the  colour  which  they  love  :    from  time  to  time 
a  young  man  goes  out  from  the  reft,   and  takes 
from  a  poft  fome  down,  of  the  colour  which  he 
knows  is  agreeable  to  \m  miftrefs,  places  it  upon 
her  head,  dances  round  her,  and  by  a  certain  fig- 
nal  gives  her  to  underftand  fome  place  of  afligna- 
tion.    The  dance  ended,  the  feaft  begins  and  lafts 
the  whole  day  long,  in  the  evening  all  the  com- 
pany retire,  when  the  girls  manage  matters  with 
fo  much   addrefs,    that  in  fpite   of   the  vigilance 
of  their  mothers  they  reach  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. 
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The  Miamis  have  alfo  two  other  games;  the  firft 
of  which  is  called  the  game  of  the  crofs.  1  his 
is  played  with  a  ball  and  crooked  flicks,  ending 
like  a  fort  of  racket.  Two  pofts  lire  erected 
which  ferve  as  limits,  and  which  are  diftant  from 
each  other  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  play- 
ers.  As  for  inftance,  if  there  arc  fourfcore  players, 

H  4  the 


'H 


"    ■■:     .      U 


ih>: 


(  104         ) 

the  diftance  between  the  ports  is  half  a  league. 
The  players  are  divided  into  two  companies  who 
have  each  their  own  poft,  and  the  bufinefs  is  to 
tofs  the  ball  to  that  of  the  oppofite  party,  without 
fuffering  it  to  fall  to  the  ground  or  without  touch- 
ing it  with  the  hand  ;  for  if  either  happen  the 
party  is  loft ;  at  leaft  except  he  who  is  in  the  fault 
can  repair  it,  by  driving  the  ball  to  the  end  with 
one  fingle  ftroke,  which  is  often  impoffible.  Thefe 
Indians  are  fo  dexterous  at  catching  the  ball  with 
their  croflees,  that  Ibmetimes  a  party  lafts  feveral 
days  running. 

THe  fecond  game  is  pretty  much  like  this,  but 
not  lo  dangerous.  Two  boundaries  are  marked 
out  as  in  the  fird,  and  the  players  occupy  all  the 
fpace  which  is  between  the  two.  He  who  is  to  be- 
gin tofies  a  ball  up  into  the  air,  as  nearly  perpen- 
dicular as  poflible,  to  the  end  he  may  catch  it  again 
with  the  greater  eafe,  in  order  to  throw  it  towards 
the  boundary.  All  the  r^'ft  ftand  ready  with  their 
hands  lifted,  and  he  who  catches  the  ball  either 
performs  the  fame  thing,  or  throws  it  to  fome  one 
of  his  own  company,  '.vhom  he  judges  more  alert 
and  dexterous  than  himfelf ;  for  in  order  to  win  the 
party  the  ball  muft  never  be  fuflered  to  fall  into  the 
nands  of  any  of  the  adverfaries,  before  it  reaches 
the  boundary.  The  women  alfo  play  at  this 
game,  but  this  rarely  happens  -,  their  companies 
confift  of  four  or  five,  and  the  firfl  who  'ets  fall  the 
ball  iofes  the  party. 

The  Poutewatamles  have  here  a  chief  and  an  ora- 
tor, who  are  perfons  of  worth.  The  firft  who  is 
called  Piremon  is  upwards  of  fixty,  very  prudent 
in  his  conduft,  and  capable  of  giving  very  good 
advices     the  fecond    whole  name  is  Wilamek  is 
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Ibmcwhat  younger  j  this  perfon  is  a  Chrift'mn  and 
well  inllriidled,  but  makes  no  cxercifc  of  his  reli- 
gion. One  day  as  I  reproached  him  tor  it,  he  left 
mc  abrubtly,  went  directly  to  the  chapel,  and  faid 
his  prayers  with  fo  audible  a  voice,  that  we  could 
hear  him  at  the  mifTionary's.  You  can  fcarce  any 
where  mtet  with  a  more  lenfible  man  or  a  better 
fpeakcr ;  and  befidcs  he  is  of  a  very  amiable  cha- 
ra(5ler  and  fincerely  attached  to  the  French.  Pire- 
mon  is  no  iefs  (b,  and  I  heard  both  of  them 
fpt^ak  in  a  council  he'  .1  at  the  commandant's 
where  they  faid  a  great  many  very  fine  things  to 


ns. 


Several  Indians  of  the  two  nations  fettled  upon 
this  river,  are  jiift  arrived  from  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies, whither  they  had  been  to  fell  their  furs,  and 
from  whence  they  have  brought  back  in  return  a 
great  quantity  of  fpiiituous  liquors.  The  diftribu- 
tion  of  it  is  made  in  the  ufual  manner  j  that  is  to 
fay,  a  certain  number  of  perfons  have  daily  deliver- 
ed to  each  ot  them  a  quantity  fufficient  to  get 
drunk  with,  fo  that  the  v/hole  has  been  drank  up 
in  eight  days.  They  began  to  drink  in  both  vil- 
lages, as  fobn  as  the  fun  was  down,  and  every  night 
the  fields  echoed  with  the  moft  hideous  howlin.o;s. 
One  would  have  thought  that  a  gang  of  devils  had 
broke  loofc  trom  hell,  or  that  the  two  towns  had 
been  cutting  one  another's  throats.  There  were 
two  men  maimed,  one  of  whom  I  met,  who  had 
broke  his  arm  with  a  fall ;  I  told  him  he  would 
certainly  take  care  to  keep  fober  another  time  :  he 
anfwered,  that  what  had  happened  was  nothing  at 
all ;  and  that  he  Ihould  very  foon  be  well  again, 
and  would  fall  to  drinking  as  foon  as  he  could 
get  wherewithal. 
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Your  Grace  may  from  thence  judge,  whnt  a 
mifTionary  is  capable  of  doing  in  midft  of  this 
difordcr,  and  how  difagreeable  it  muft  be  to  a  good 
man,  who  has  in  a  manner  exiled  himfelf,  in  order 
to  gain  fouls  to  God,  to  be  obliged  to  bccon.c  a 
witnefs  of  it,  without  being  able  to  remedy  it. 
Thefe  barbarians  themfelves  well  know,  that  drun- 
kcnnefs  is  their  ruin  and  deftrudlion  j  but  when  one 
goes  about  to  perfuade  them,  that  they  ought  of 
themfelves  to  requeft  that  no  more  of  this  dellruc- 
tive  beverage  fhould  be  fold  them,  they  anfwcr  you 
cooiy  :  "  It  is  you  who  have  accuftomed  us  to 
•*  it,  we  are  now  no  longer  able  to  difpenfe  with 
**  the  want  of  it,  and  fhould  you  refule  to  give 
*'  us  any,  we  fhould  certainly  go  to  the  Knglini 
•'  for  it.  This  liquor  kills  and  deftroys  us  we  con- 
**  fcfs,  but  it  is  to  you  we  owe  this  mifchief  which 
*'  is  now  pad  remedy."  It  is,  however,  without 
juft  grounds  that  they  blame  us  alone  ;  for  had  it 
not  been  for  the  Englifli,  I  do  believe  it  pofiible  to 
have  put  an  end  to  this  commerce  in  the  colony, 
or  at  leaft  to  have  reduced  it  to  its  juft  limits  -,  it 
will  perhaps  very  foon  be  neceffary  to  permit  the 
French  to  carry  on  this  traffick,  taking  the  proper 
meafures  to  hinder  the  abufe  of  it ;  and  the  more, 
as  the  Englifh  fpirituous  liquors  are  much  more 
mifchievous  than  ours. 


A  diforder  which  attacks  the  morals  never  goe^ 
alone  ;  it  is  always  either  the  caufe  or  the  efTecl  of 
feveral  others.  The  Indians  before  they  fell  into  this 
vice,  if  we  except  war  which  they  have  always  car- 
ried on  in  a  barbarous  and  inhuman  manner,  had 
nothing  to  trouble  their  happincfs  •,  drunkcnncfs 
has  rendered  them  intercfted,  and  has  deftroyed 
all  the  fweets,  whether  of  domeftick  and  publick 
3  life. 
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life.  However,  as  tliey  a;e  only  affc(5lcd  wkh  the 
prefcni  objedl,  the  evils  wliicii  this  pafli£>n  h;is  oc- 
cafioned  are  not  yet  l.ccoivic  habjcual;  fhelc  are 
florms  which  foon  blow  over,  aiu'  whereof  ihe 
good- nature  and  tranquilliiy  of  mind  they  arc 
endowed  with,  take  away  almoft  the  very  lemem- 
brance. 


)yfd 


It  muft  be  confcfied  that  their  way  of  life  feems 
at  firft  glance  very  rude,  but  befidcs  that  nothing 
is  hard  in    this    refped   but  by  comparifon,    and 
that  habit  is  a  fecond  natur-,  the  hberty  they  en- 
joy, compenfaics  fufficiently  the  lofs  of  thofe  con- 
veniencics  of  which  they  are  deprived.     What  we 
fee  every  day  in  fome  who  are  beggars  by  profef* 
fion,    and    in    fome  peafants,   furnifhes  a  fenfible 
pro. if,  that  happinefs  m:;y   be  found  even  in  the 
bofoni  of  indigence.       Now  the  Indians  are  Hill 
more  really  fo  -,    fird,   becaufe  they  believe  them- 
felves  fo ;   in  the  fecond  place,  as  being  in  peaceable 
pofTeiTion  of  the  mod  invaluable  gift  ot  nature ; 
laftly,  from  their  being    utterly  ignorant  of,  and 
without  fo  much  as  the  defire  of  knowing  thofe 
falfe  goods  which  we  fo  much  admire,  which  we 
purchafe  at  the  cxpence  of  real  ones,  and  which  we 
fo  little  enjoy. 

In  faft  a  thing  in  which  they  are  more  eflimable 
and  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  true  philofophers 
is,  that  the  fight  of  all  our  conveniencies,  riches, 
and  magnificence  afFedls  them  fo  little,  and  that 
they  have  found  out  the  art  of  eafily  dilpenfing 
with  them.  Some  Iroquois  who  went  to  Paris 
in  1666,  and  who  after  being  fliown  all  the  royal 
houfes,  and  all  the  fine  things  of  that  great  city, 
admired  nothing  in  it  ;  and  would  have  preferred 
their  villages  to  the  capital  of  the  mofl  flourifhing 
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kinf;dom  in  Europe,  ha:l  they  not  Icfn  the  O-rrt 
Dc  l.i  I  luchctrc,  where  the  co  ;k'.s  (hops,  in  whi  h 
they  found  aconOant  fupply  of  all  forts  oi  eatabJ-  s 
pleafcd  them  hii^hly. 

Nor  can  wc  injiiflicc  fay,  that  what  makes  thrrri 
fo  fond  of  their  own  way  of  living  is  their  not  be- 
ing acquainted  with  the  charms  of  ours.     A  good 
r.umber  of  Fren  hmcn  have  tried  their  way  of  lite, 
and    were    fo    plcaled    with    it,    that    feveral    of 
them,    though   they  could  have   lived  very   com- 
forrably  in  the  colony,  could   never  be   prevailed 
upon  to  return  to  it  -,  on  the  contrary,  there  never 
was    fo    much    as  a    fingle    Indian  that  could  be 
brought  to    re'idi  our  way  of  living.      Children 
have  been   taken    even  in    their  fvvadling  clothes 
and   have  been  brought   up  with  a  great  deal  of 
care;     nothing  has  been  omitted  to  hinder  them 
from  the  knowledge  of  what  might  pafs  at  home 
with    their    parents:     all    thefe    precautions    have 
been  fruit'efs,  tlie   force  ot  blood  having  ever  got 
the  better   of  education  :    the  moment  they  have 
found   th'.mfelves   at  liberty,   they  have  torn   their 
clothes  to  piece?,  and  have  gone  acrof?;  tl;e  woods 
in  queft  of  their  co;:ntrymen,  whofc  way  of  living 
fecmcd  prefcrabJe  to  ours. 

An  Ircquois  called  La  Plaque,  and  the  fame 
perfon,  who  by  thvins  his  father's  life  at  anen- 
gagemenr,  thought  himfelf  freed  from  all  obii- 
guions  to  him,  jived  amono;  the  French  for  fc- 
veia!  year?.  Me  was  even  made  a  lieutennt  in 
our  armv,  in  order  to  ir.duce  him  to  remain 
with  us,  rs  he  w/.s  a  very  brave  man.  He  could 
not  however  hold  our,  and  returned  to  his  own 
nation^  carrying    away  v.iih   him   only  our  vices, 
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without  corrC(f\ing  any  of  tliofe  he  haJ  broughr 
along  with  htm.  He*  was  ti  n  i  ot  womLii  to 
ililtraLtion.  IJc  was  Imndromt',  .ind  his  bravery 
kikI  his  warlike  Irats,  made  him  much  taken  no- 
tice ot,  he  had  all'^  a  Iprighily  wic,  and  w.*;  of  a 
very  cnga{j;ing  Uh  wiour  j  he  debauched  many  of 
iiis  coiHitiywomn.,  and  carried  his  iiT'-gulanries  to 
jlich  a  height,  that  it  was  debated  in  the  council  of 
his  own  canton,  whether  they  fliould  not  difpatch 
him.  It  was  however  carried  by  a  plur.i]  ry  of 
voices,  that  he  fhould  be  fuffered  to  live  j  becaule 
that  being  of  diftinguifhcd  valour,  he  would  people 
the  country  with  excellent  warriors. 

The  care  which  the  mothers  take  of  their  chil- 
dren, whilft  they  are  dill  in  the  cradle  is  beyond 
all  cxprelTion,  and  proves  in  a  very  It-nflble  man- 
ner, that  we  otten  fpoil  all,  by  the  relii^c^Hons 
which  we  add  to  the  didlates  of  fimple  nature. 
I'hey  never  leave  them,  they  carry  them  every 
where  about  with  fhem  •,  and  even  when  they 
are  ready  to  fink  under  the  burthen  with  which 
they  load  themfelves,  the  cradle  of  the  child  is 
htrld  for  nothing  :  and  one  would  even  think,  that 
this  additional  weight  were  an  eafe  to  them  and 
rendered  them  more  aoilc. 


Nothing  can  be  neater  than  thefe  cradles  in 
which  the  child  lies  as  commodioufly  and  fc^ftly  as 
polFible.  But  the  infant  is  only  made  fall  from 
the  middle  downwards :  fo  that  wh(  n  the  cradle 
is  upright,  the  little  creatures  have  their  head 
and  ti.e  half  of  the  body  hanp^ing  down  ;  we 
Europeans  would  imagine,  that  a  chdd  letc  in 
thii  condition  would    bccor?ic  cniirely  decrepid ; 
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but  quite  the  contrary  happens,  this  pofture  ren- 
dering the  body  fupple  j  and  they  are  in  fadl  of  a 
port  and  Ibture,  which  the  handfomeft  among 
us  might  look  upon  wit.'i  envy.  What  can 
we  oppofe  to  fo  general  an  experience  ?  But 
what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  is  not  fo  eafily  jufti- 
iied. 

There  are  nations  in  this  continent  called  flat- 
heads,   and  which  have,    in   fadl:,  their  fore-head 
very  flat,  and  the  crown  of  their  head  fomewhat 
raifed.     This  conformation  is  not  the  work  of  na- 
ture but  of  their  mothers,    who  give  it  to  their 
children  gradually  from  their  birth,     la  order  to 
this,  tacy  apply  upon  the  forehead  and  back  part 
of  the  head,  two  maflfes  of  clay  or  of  fome  other 
heavy  matter,   which  they  prefs  together  by  de- 
grees, till  the  cranium  has  taken  the  form  the/ 
have  a  mind  ro  give  it.     It  appears  that  this  ope- 
ration caufes  the  children  to  fuffer  a  great  deal,  as 
there  is  a  thick  and  a  whitifli  matter  which  proceeds 
from  their  nollrils :    but  neither  this  circum (lance 
nor   the   cries   of   the   little  innocents  alarm  the 
mothers,    who  are    above  all    things  defirous  of 
procuring  them  this  point  of  beauty  which  they 
conceive  indifpenfably  neceflary.     Quite  the  con- 
trary happens  among  certain   Algonquins,  whom 
we   have  thought   fit  to    call   ^etes  de  Boule,  or 
Roundheads,   and  of    whom   I  have  already  ta- 
ken  notice,   they  making  their    chief   beauty  to 
confifl:  in  having  heads  perfedly  round,  and  the 
mothers  likewife  begin   very  early   to  give  them 
this  form.      I  was  willing,  Madam,  to  make  ufc 
of  the  leifure    my  (lay   in  this   place  aflfords  me, 
which  will  perhaps  be  longer  than  I  am  dfefirous 
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it  (liould  be,  in  order  to  finilh  all  I  had  to  fay  on 
this  fubjed,  but  fome  uncxpedbed  difficulties  and 
the  fudden  departure  of  a  traveller,  who  is  re- 
turning to  the  colony,  oblige  me  to  interrupt 
this  account  which  I  fhall  refume  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible. 
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Sequel  cf  the  Cho.raiifer  cf  the  Indians  and  of  their 

Manr.cr  cf  living. 
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IRefume  the  fequel  cf  my  memoirs  where  I  left 
off.   You  may  perhaps  find  fault  with  me  for 
my  want  of  order,  but  one  may  at  leaft  pardon 
in  a  relation  what  is  admired   in  an  ocie  •,    that 
which  in  a  lyric  poet  is  the  effed:  of  art,  is  the  ef- 
fe6t  of  necefllty  in  a  travelltr,    who  can  only  re- 
late things  in  proportion  as  he  is  informed  of  them, 
and  who  is  obliged  to  write  what  is  then  pafTing 
before   his   eyes  for  fear  of  forgetting   it.     The 
rhildren  of  the  Indians  after  leaving  off  the  life  of 
the  cradle,  are  under  no  fort  of  confinement,  and 
as  foon  as  they  are  able  to  crawl  about  on  hands 
and  ic^i^   are  fuffered  to  go  ftark  naked  where- 
ever  they  have  a  mind,  through  woods,   water, 
mire  and  fnow  ;   which  gives  them  (trength  and 
agility,    and  fortifies  them  againd  the  injuries  of 
the  air  and  weather  ;  but  this  condudt,  as  I  have  al- 
ready remarked,  occafions  wcakneffes  in  the  flomach 
and  breafb,    which  deftroy  their  conftitution   very 
early.    In  the  fummer  time  they  run  the  moment 
Vol.  II.  I  they 
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thty  get  lip  to  the  next  river  or  lake,  where  they  re- 
main a  great  part  of  the  day  playing,  in  the  fame 
manner  we  fee  fifhes  do  in  good  weather,  near  the 
furface  of  the  water.  Nothing  is  more  proper 
than  this  exercife  to  render  the  body  aflive. 

They  take  care  Hkcwif-  to  put  the  bow  and  arrow 
into  th:!ir  hands  betimes  -,  and  in  order  to  excite  in 
them  that  emulation  which  is  the  bed  miilrefs  of 
the  arts,  there  is  no  neceflity  of  placing  their  break- 
fad  on  the  top  of  a  tree,  as  was  formerly  done  to 
the  Lacedemonian  youth  ;  they  are  all  born  with 
fo  ftrong  a  paffion  for  glory,  as  to  have  no  need  of 
a  fpur  ;  thus  they  flioot  their  arrows  with  wonder- 
ful exadfnefs,  and  it  fcarce  cofts  them  any  trouble 
to  arrive  at  a  like  dexterity  in  the  life  of  our  fire- 
arm.s.  They  alfo  caufe  them  wrelUe  together,  and 
fo  keen  are  they  in  this  exercife,  that  they  woul4 
often  kill  one  another,  were  they  not  feparated  in 
time  •,  thofe  who  come  off  with  the  word,  are  fo 
mortincd  at  it  that  they  can  never  be  at  red  till 
they  have  had  their  revenge. 

We  may  in  genera!  fay,  that  fathers  and  mothers 
negled  nothing,  in  order  to  infpiie  their  children 
with  certain  principles  of  honour  which  they  pre- 
ferve  their  whole  lives,  but  which  are  often  ill 
enough  applied  -,  and  in  this  confids  all  the  edu- 
cation that  is  given  them.  They  take  care  always 
to  communicate  their  indrudlions  on  this  he«d, 
in  an  indirect  manner.  The  mod  common  way  is 
by  rehearfing  to  them  the  famous  exploits  of  their 
ancedors  or  countrymen  :  the  youth  take  fire  at 
thefe  recitals,  and  figh  for  an  opportunity  of  imi- 
tating what  they  have  thus  been  made  to  admire. 
Sometimes  a  order  to  corre6t  their  faults  they  cm- 
ploy  tears  ^nd  entre^ti-s,  but  never  threats  •,   thefe 
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would  make  no  manner  of  imprelTion  on  minds 
which  have  imbibed  this  prejudice,  that  no  one 
whatever    has    a    right    to    force    them    to    any 


thing. 


A  mother  on  feeing   her  daughter  behave   ill 
burfts  into    tears  ;    and   upon  the  other's  ailcing 
her  the  caufe  of  it,  all  the  anfwer  fhe  makes  is. 
Thou  di (honoured   me.     It  fekiom   happens  thac 
this  fort  of  reproof  fails  of  being  efficacious.     Not- 
withflanding,  fince  they  have  had  a  more  frequent 
commerce  with  the  French,  fome  of  them  begin  to 
challife  their  children,  but  this  happens  only  among 
thole  that  are  Chriftians,  or  fuch  as  are  fettled  in 
the    colony.      Generally  the  greateil  punillimenc 
which  the  Indians  make  ufe  of  in  chaftifing  their 
children,  is  by  throwing  a  little  water  in  their  face  ; 
the  children  are  very  fenfible  of  this,  and  in  gene- 
ral of  every  thing  that  looks  like  reproof,  which 
is  owing  to  this,  that  pride  is  the  ftrongefl:  paflion 
at  this  age. 

Young  girls  have  been  known  to  (Irangle  them- 
felves  for  a  flight  reprimand  from  their  mothers,  or 
for  having  a  few  drops  of  water  thrown  in  their 
face,  warning  them  of  what  was  going  to  happen 
in  fuch  words  as  thefe,  Tou  jhall  not  have  a  daugh- 
ter long  to  life  fo.  The  greateft  evil  in  this  fort  of 
education,  is  that  what  they  exhort  young  people 
to  is  not  alway  virtue,  or  that  what  comes  nearly 
to  the  fame  thing,  that  the  ideas  they  give  them 
of  it  are  not  juil.  In  fad,  nothing  is  fo  much  in- 
filled into  them,  whether  by  precept  or  example, 
as  an  implacable  defire  of  revenge. 

It  would  feem.  Madam,  that  a  childhood  fo  ill 
iaftructcd,  fhould  be  followed  by  a  very  difiblute 
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and  turbulent  (late  of  youth  ;  but  on  one  hand 
the  Indians  are  naturally  quiet  and  betimes  mafters 
of  themlelves,  and  aie  likewife  more  under  the 
guidance  of  reafon  than  other  men ;  and  on  the 
Qther  hand,  their  natural  difpofition,  efpccially  in 
the  northern  nations,  does  not  incline  them  to  de- 
bauchery. They  however  have  fome  ufages  in 
which  no  fort  of  regard  is  paid  to  mod  ell  y  ;  but 
it  appears  that  in  this,  fuperOition  lias  a  much 
greater  fliare  than  a  depravation  of  heart. 


The  Hurons  when  v-e  firf!:  began  to  frequent 
them  were  more  lafcivious  as  well  as  more  brutal 
in  their  pU^aiurcs.  Lor  young  people  of  both  fexes 
abandoned  themlelves,  without  cither  ibame  or  re- 
morf'c,  to  all  kinds  of  diirolutenefs,  and  it  was 
chiefly  amongfl  thefe  that  it  was  thought  no 
crime  in  a  girl  to  prolfitute  herfelf :  their  parents 
were  the  tirft  to  engage  them  in  this  vice,  and 
hulbands  were  feen  to  proflitute  their  wives  for 
vile  iiuerell.  Several  ot  them  never  married,  but 
took  wonien  to  ferve  them  to  ufe  their  own  ex- 
prelfion  as  companions,  and  the  only  difivrence 
they  reckoned  between  thefe  concubines  and  their 
lawful  fpoufes,  v/as  in  their  being  free  fron">  any 
engagement  with  the  ibrmcr ;  belides,  their  chil- 
dren were  on  the  famie  footinn;  with  the  others, 
which  occafioned  no  forr  of  inconvenience  in  a 
country  where  there  was  noticing  to  inherit. 

The  nations  in  thelc^  parts  are  not  diftinguifli- 
cd  by  their  habit  :  the  men  in  hot  weather 
have  ofcen  no  garment,  except  a  fhirt :  In  win- 
ter they  wear  more  or  fewer  cloaths,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  climate.  They  wear  on  their  feet  a 
fort  of  focks^    made   of  dccr-fkin   dried   in  the 
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fmcJvC  ;  their  hofc  arc  alio  of  fkins  or  pi  xcs  of 
ihiff  wrapped  round  the  leg.  A  waiitcoat  of 
Ikins  covers  heir  boJics  down  to  thL^ir  middle, 
over  which  they  wear  a  covering  when  they  can 
get  it  i  if  not  they  wear  a  robe  of  bear-flrin  or  of 
ieveral  fkin<?  of  beavers,  otters,  or  other  fiich  like 
furs,  with  the  hairy  ficie  inwards.  The  woman's 
boddices  reach  down  to  a  little  above  the  knee, 
and  when  they  travel  they  cover  the  head  with 
their  coverings  or  robes.  I  have  {(.^iin  feverals  who 
wore  little  bonnets,  made  in  the  manner  ot  leather 
caps  ;  others  of  them  wear  a  fort  of  cowl,  which  is 
fewed  to  .aeir  veils  or  boddices,  and  they  have 
alio  a  piece  of  ftulF  or  fkin  which  ferves  them  for 
a  petticoat,  and  which  covers  them  from  the  mid- 
dle down  to  the  mid  leg. 

They  are  all  very  fond  of  fliirts,  which  they  ne- 
ver wear  under  their  vefts  till  they  become  dirty, 
and  never  put  them  off,  till  they  fall  off  with  rot- 
tennefs,  they  never  giving  themfelves  the  trouble 
to  wafh  them.  Their  tunicks  or  veils  of  fkins, 
are  commonly  dried  in  the  fmoke  like  their  focks, 
that  is,  they  are  fuffered  to  be  fully  penetrated 
with  it,  when  they  rub  them  till  they  are  capable 
of  being  walhed  like  linnen.  They  alfo  drefs  them 
by  ftceping  them  in  water,  and  afterwards  rub 
them  between  their  hands  till  they  become  dry  and 
jjliant.  They  are,  however,  much  fonder  of  our 
Ituffs  and  coverings,  which  they  efteem  much  more 
commodious. 

Several  of  them  paint  themfelves,  as  the  Pi6ls  did 
formerly,  over  the  whole  body  :  others  in  fome 
parts  only.  This  is  not  confidered  by  them  as 
purely  ornamental  -,  they  find  it,  liktwife  as  is  faid> 
of  great  ule  to  them  :    it  contributes  much  to  de- 
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fend  them  from  the  cold  and  wet,  and  Gives  them  f;om 

the  perfecution  ot  the  gnats.     It  is  however  only  in 

the  countries  occupied  by  the  Englifh,  and  efpcc  ially 

in  Virginia,  that  the  cultom  of  painting;  themfclvcs 

all  over  is  very  common.      In  Ncw-f  ranee  molt 

are  latisfied  with  making  a  tew  figures  of  birds, 

ferpents,  or  other  animals,  and  even  foliage  or  the 

like,  without  any  order  or  fymmetry,  and  often  on 

the  face,  and  fometimcs  on  the  eye-lids,  according 

to  the  caprice  of  the  perfon.     Many  ot  the  women 

too  caufe  themfelvcs  to  be  painted  over  the  ;■'•"•• 

bone,  in  order  to  prevent  the  tooth-ach. 

This  operation  which  is  done  by  pricking  the 
parts,  is  not   painful  in  itfelf;   it  is  done  in  this 
manner  :     they  begin   with  tracing  on  the  fkin  af- 
ter it  is  well  flretched,  the  figure  they  have  a  mind 
to  paint  on  it.     They  afterwards  prick  with  the 
bone  of  afilh  or  with  needles,  all  thefe  traces  even 
till  the  blood  comes,  afterwards  they  rub  it  over 
with  ch.iicoal  and  other  colours  well   pulverized. 
Thefe  powders  infinuate  themfelves  under  the  flcin, 
fo  that  the  colours  are  never  efifaced.     But  in  fome 
time  after  the  fldn  fwells,    when  there  arifes  a  tet- 
ter accompanied   with  an  inflammation  :     this  is 
commonly  followed  by  a  fever,  and  if  the  weather 
proves  hot,  or  if  the  operation  has  bejn  pulhed 
too  far,  the  life  of  the  patient  is  endangered. 

The  colour  with  which  they  paint  their  faces, 
and  the  greafe  with  which  they  rub  the  whole  body, 
produce  the  fame  advantages,  and  m  the  opinion 
of  the  Indians,  contribute  as  much  to  the  beauty 
and  comelinefs  of  the  perfon  as  the  pricking.  The 
warriors  paint  themfelves  when  they  take  the  field, 
in  order  lo  terrify  the  enemy,  and  perhaps  too,  with 
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a  view  to  hide  their  own  fear,  for  we  muH:  not  be- 
lieve them  to  be  entirely  exempt  from  it.  Young 
perfons  do  it,  in  order  to  conceal  their  youth,  which 
malsjes  them  lefs  cReemed  by  the  old  foldiers, 
or  their  palenels  after  fome  difeafe  which  they 
would  be  afraid  would  be  taken  for  the  effed  ot 
their  want  of  courage.  They  do  it  likewife  in  or- 
der to  improve  their  good  looks  •,  in  which  cafe 
the  co'ours  are  more  lively  and  in  greater  variety  : 
they  alfo  paint  the  prifoners  who  are  condemned 
to  die,  for  what  realbn  I  know  not  -,  this  is  per- 
haps done  to  adorn  tht  vidlim  who  is  about  to  be 
facrificcd  to  the  god  of  war.  Laftly,  they  paint 
dead  perfons  and  expofe  them  covered  with  their 
fined  robes,  and  this,  no  doubt,  that  they  may 
conceal  the  dead  palenefs  which  disfigures  them. 

The  colours  made  ufe  of  on  thefe  occafions  are 
the  .auie  employed  in  dying  their  fluns,  and  are 
drawn  from  certain  earths  and  from  the  barks  of 
trees.  Thefe  are  not  very  lively,  but  are  very  dif- 
ficult to  efface.  The  men  add  to  thefe  ornaments 
fome  down  of  fwans  or  other  birds,  which  they  fcat- 
ter  over  their  hair,  which  is  befmeared  with  fat,  by 
way  of  powder.  To  this  they  add  feathers  of  all 
colours,  and  tufts  of  hair  of  different  animals,  all 
placed  in  a  very  grotcfque  manner.  The  difpofi- 
tion  of  their  hair  fometimes  briiliing  on  one  fide 
and  lying  flat  on  the  other,  or  drefi^ed  in  athoufand 
odd  ways ;  with  pendants  in  their  cars  and  fome- 
times in  their  nolirils,  a  large  fliell  of  porcelain 
hanging  from  their  neck  or  on  their  hreall,  crowns 
of  leathers,  with  the  claws,  talons  or  heads  ot  birds 
of  prey,  fmali  deer  horns -,  all  thefe  are  fo  many 
eflential  articles  in  their  drefs.  But  whatever  is  of 
an  extraordinary  value,  is  always  employed  in  a- 
doming  their  captives  when  thefe   wretches  make 
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their  Flrfl:  entry  into  the  villige  of  the  conqncro 
It  is  CO  be  remarked,  that  the  men  take  no  care  to 
adorn  any  part  but  the  head,  (^litc  the  reverie 
happens  with  the  women.  They  fearce  ule  any 
drels  on  their  h-  ads  at  all  j  only  they  are  very 
jealous  ot  their  hair  and  would  think  thcmlelves 
dilhonoured  forever,  were  it  to  be  cur.  Thus 
when  at  the  death  of  their  relations  they  cut  off 
part  of  the  hair,  they  pretend  to  (hew  by  this  act 
the  moft  extreme  grief  they  are  capable  of.  hi 
order  to  prcferve  this  ornament  of  the  head 
they  rub  it  often  with  fat,  powuer  it  with  the  bark 
of  a  certain  tree,  and  fometimes  with  vermilion, 
then  wrap  it  in  the  flcin  of  an  eel  or  lerpent,  by  way 
ot  locks,  which  are  plaited  in  form  of  a  chain,  and 
which  hang  down  to  their  middle.  As  to  the 
face,  they  content  themfelves  with  drawing  a  few 
Jines  on  it  with  vermilion  or  other  colours. 

Their  noftrils  are  never  bored,  and  it  is  on'y 
among  fome  nations  that  their  ears  are  fo.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  they  infert  in  them,  or  hang  to 
thtm,  as  well  as  the  men,  beads  of  porcelain. 
When  they  are  in  their  fineftdrefs  they  wear  robes 
on  which  are  painted  all  forts  of  figures,  fmall  col- 
Jars  of  porcelain,  without  any  great  c;der  or  fym- 
metry,  and  a  kind  of  border  tolerably  well  worked 
with  the  hair  of  the  porcupine,  which  they  alfo  paint 
with  different  colours.  They  adorn  in  the  fame 
manner  their  children's  cradles,  and  over  the  ex- 
tremity towards  the  head,  they  fix  a  femicircle 
or  two  of  cedar,  that  they  may  cover  the  child 
without  incommoding  its  head. 

Befides,  the  care  of  houfliold  affairs  and  making 
the  neceffary  provifion  of  wood,  the  women  are  like- 
wife  alone  charged  with  the  culture  of  the  fields ; 
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as  loon  as  the  fnows  arc  melted  and  the  water  fuf- 
ficiently  drained  oft',  they  begin  with  preparing  the 
ground,  which  is  done  by  Itirring  it  (lightly  with  a 
crooked  piece  of  wood,  tlie  handle  of  which  is  very 
long,  after  having  {ct  fire  [to  the  dried  flalks  of 
of  their  maize  and  other  herbs  which  have  remain- 
ed fincc  the  laft  harveft.  Bcfidcfs  that,  thofe  forts 
of  grain  which  are  cultivated  by  thefe  people  are  all 
iiimm^r  corn,  they  pretend  that  the  nature  of  the 
foil  of  this  country,  will  not  permit  them  to  fow 
any  thing  before  the  winter.  But  I  believe  that  the 
true  reafon  why  corn  would  not  fprout,  if  it  were 
to  be  fown  in  autumn,  is  either  that  it  would  fpoil 
during  the  winter,  or  would  rot  on  the  melting  of 
the  fnows.  It  may  alfo  be,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
feveral  pcrfons,  that  the  corn  which  is  fown  in  Ca- 
nada, though  originally  come  from  France,  has 
contracted,  through  length  of  time,  the  nature  and 
properties  of  fummer  corn,  which  is  not  Itrong 
enough  to  fprout  feveral  times,  as  it  happens  to 
fuch  forts  of  grain  as  we  fow  in  September  and 
Oaober. 


(    H\ 


Beans  or  rather  Caravanches  are  fown  with  maize, 
the  ftalk  of  which  fervcs  for  a  fupport  to  them  ; 
I  think  I  remember  to  have  been  told,  that  it  is 
from  us  the  Indians  received  this  fore  of  pulle, 
which  they  hold  in  great  eileem,  and  which,  in 
fad,  differs  nothing  from  ours.  But  what  1  am 
furprized  at  is,  that  they  make  little  or  no  ufe  of 
our  peas,  which  have  acquired  in  the  foil  of  Cana- 
da a  degree  of  excellence,  much  fuperior  to  what 
they  have  in  Europe.  Turnfoles,  water  melons, 
and  pompions,  are  firft  raifed  in  a  hot-bed  and  af- 
terwards tranfplanted. 
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The  women  commonly  aHilt  on^  nnnrlirr  in  t!ic:r 
JauoLir  in  the  Helds,  and  when  re.ipinji;  time  comes 
they  have  Ibmetiincs  rccoLirfe  to  the  men,  who  thcM 
condefccnd  to  put  their  hands  to  v. oik.  The 
whole  conckidcs  with  a  fcltival  and  with  a  fe.ill, 
which  is  given  in  the  night.  I'heircorn  and  ocIk t 
fruits  arc  prelcrved  in  rep  )fitories  which  they  I'l;.; 
in  tiie  ground,  and  which  arc  hncd  with  Iuium 
pieces  of"  bark.  Some  of  them  leave  the  maize  m 
the  ear,  which  is  tufted  like  our  onions,  and  han;; 
them  on  long  poles  over  the  entry  of  their  cabbins. 
Others  threfh  it  our  anci  lay  it  up  in  large  bafkets 
ct'  bark,  bored  on  all  lides  to  hinder  it  from  hear- 
ing. But  when  they  are  obliged  to  be  from  home 
for  any  timf,  or  when  they  apprehend  fon',e  ir- 
ruption of  the  enemy,  they  make  great  conceal- 
ments underground,  where  thefe  forts  of  grain  are 
exceeding  well  prelcrved. 

In  the  northern  parts  they  fovv  little,  and  in  {^si^- 
ral  places  none  at  all,  but  purchafc  maize  by  vv.iv 
of  exchange  for  other  commodities.  This  fort  ( f 
pulfe  is  very  wholcfomc,  nourifhing,  and  light  u[U);i 
the  Itomach.  The  way  in  which  our  French  Canadi- 
an travellers  commonly  drcfs  \\  is  to  boil  it  a  little  in 
a  fort  of  lye.  In  this  ftate  it  keeps  a  long  time  ;  they 
commonly  make  their  provifion  of  it  for  long  jour- 
neys, and  compleat  the  drefTing  of  it  as  they  want 
it,  by  boiling  it  in  water  or  in  broth,  if  they  can 
get  any,  with  a  little  lalt  along  with  it. 

This  is  no  difagreeable  eating,  but  manv  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  too  ronilant  ule  ol  it  is  prejudicial 
to  the  health,  the  lye  giving  it  a  corrofive  quality, 
the  elTe^ls  (jf  which  become  fenfible  after  fonie 
time.  \\  hen  the  M.iiz-j  is  in  the  ear  and  (lill  green, 
fome  roaft  it  on  the  coals,  in  which  way  it  has  an  ex- 
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ccllcnt  flavour.  They  commonly  regale  Grangers 
with  this  difli.  Thry  alfo  fend  it  in  lotiic  places  to 
perlons  ot  diftindtion  who  arrive  in  their  village, 
much  ill  the  lame  manner  as  they  prelcnt  the  free- 
dom of  a  city  in  France. 

Lafllv,  it  is  of  this  pulfc  the  Sa^amity  is  made, 
which  is  the  mod  common  food  ot  the  Indians.   In 
order  to  this  they  begin  with  roufting  it,   they  af- 
terwards bruilc  it,  feparate  it  from  the  hu(k  and 
then  make  it  into  a  lore  of  pap,  which  is  infipid 
when  without   meat  or  prunes  to  give  it  a  relilh. 
It  is  fometimes  made  into  meal,  called  here  farim 
froide,  and  is  the  mod  commodious  and  heft  pro- 
vifion  for  a  journey  •,     and  fuch   perlons  as  walk 
on  foot  can  carry  no  other.     They  alfo  boil  the 
maize  in  the  ear  whilft  it  is  ftill  tender,  they  after- 
wards roaft  it  a  little,   then  feparate  it  from  the  car 
and  lay  it  to  dry  in  the  fun  :     this  will  keep  a  long 
time,  and  the  fagamity  made  of  it  has  an  excellent 
flavour. 

The  GCtail  of  thcfe  difhes  is  a  proof  how  little 
delicate  the  Indians  arc  in  their  eating  :  we  (hould 
alfo  be  of  opinion  that  their  tafte  is  very  much  vi- 
tiated, were  it  poffible  to  fix  this  point.  They  are 
above  all  things  fond  of  fat,  which  when  they  can 
get,  it  is  the  reigning  ingredient  in  all  their  cooke- 
ry :  fome  pounds  of  candles  in  a  kettle  of  faga- 
mity, makes  an  excellent  difh  with  them  ;  they 
even  put  things  in  it  which  I  dare  not  mention  *, 
and  at  which  they  are  furprized  to  fee  us  (hock- 
ed. 


The  fouthern  nations  had  no  kitchen  utenfils, 
but  fome  velfels  of  earthen  ware.  In  the  north 
they  made  ufe  of  wooden  kettles,   and  made  the 
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water  boll  by  throwing  into  it  red  hot  pebbles. 
Our  iron  pots  are  efteemed  by  both  as  much  more 
commodious  than  the  others,  and  are  the  Gommo- 
dity  you  can  promile  molt  to  difpofe  of  qu  ckly^ 
in  trading  with  Indians.     Among  the  weftern  na- 
tions they  tfe  wild  oats  inflead  of   maize  :     this  is 
likewife  very  whokfome,  and  if  Ids   nourifliing, 
the  hunting  of  the  buffiilo  which  is  very  plentiful 
in  thofe  parts,  abundantly  compenfates  that  de- 
fedl.     Amongft  the  wandering  Indians  who  never 
cultivate  the  oround,  the  Ible  relburce  when  their 
hunting  and  fifhing  fall  fliort,  is  in  a  kind  of  mofs 
which   grows  on    certain   rocks,    and  which  our 
Frenchmen  call  Tripps  de  Roches :     nothing  can  he 
more  infipid  than  this  food,  which  is  even  very  far 
from  being  fubflantial  -,   and  can  at  moft  keep  one 
from  dying  of  hunger.     I  am  lefs  flill  able  to  con- 
ceive what  has,  however,  been  atteiled  by  perfons 
worthy  of  credit,  that  the  Indians  eat  as  a  great 
dainty  a  kind  of  maize,  which  is  laid  to  rot  in 
{landing  water  as  we  do  hemp,  and  which  is  taken 
out  quite  black  and  (linking.     They  even  add,  that 
fuch  as  have  once  taken  a  liking  to  this   ftrange 
di(h,  do  not  with  their  will  lofe  any  of  the  water 
or  rather  of  the  dirt  that  runs  from   it,  and  the 
fmcll  of  which. alone,  would  be  enough  to  turn 
the  ftomach  of  any  other  perfon.     It  is  probably 
necefTity  alone  which  has  ditcovered  this  fecret,  and 
if  this  does  not  likewife  conftitute  all  the  feafoning 
to  it,  nothing  can  be  a  ftroiiger  proof  that  there  is 
no  difputing  of  taftes. 

The  Indian  women  make  bread  of  maize,  and 
though  this  is  only  a  mais  of  ill  kneaded  pafle, 
without  leav'en,  and  baked  under  the  alhes,  thcfc 
people  reckon  it  excellent,  and  regale  their  fi  lends 
with  it ;   but  it  mufl  be  cat.n  hoc  for  it  will  not 
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keep  cold  ;  fometimes  they  mix  beans,  different 
fruits,  oil  and  f.it.  with  it :  one  mult  have  a  good 
llomach  to  digeil  luch  dainties. 

The  Indians  make  no  other  uft-  of  the  tiirnfoles, 
but  to  extraiSl  from  them  an  oil  with  which  they 
rub  thcmfelves :  this  is  more  commonly  drawn 
fium  the  feeds  than  from  the  root  of  this  plant. 
This  root  differs  little  from  what  we  call,  in  France 
topinnmbours  or  apples  of  the  earth.  Potatoes  fo 
common  in  the  iflands  and  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  have  been  planted  with  fuccefs  in  Loui- 
iiana.  The  continual  ufe  which  all  the  nations  of 
Canada  made  of  a  kind  of  tobacco  which  grows  all 
over  this  country,  has  given  occafion  to  fome  tra- 
vellers to  fay  that  tlicy  fwallowcd  the  fmoke  of  ii?^ 
which  ferved  them  for  food  -,  but  this  has  fince 
!)een  difcovered  to  be  a  falfity,  and  to  have  no 
foundation,  except  from  their  having  been  obfer- 
vid  to  remain  a  long  time  without  eating.  After 
once  tafling  our  tobacco  they  can  no  longer  endure 
their  own,  and  it  is  very  eafy  to  gratify  them  in 
this  point,  tobacco  growing  very  well  here,  and 
!t  is  even  faid,  that  by  making  a  proper  choice 
of  the  foil,  we  might  raife  a  mofl  excellent  fort 
of  it. 


^^1 


The  lelTer  occupations  of  the  women  and  what 
is  their  connnon  employment  in  their  cabbins,  are 
the  making  of  thread  from  the  interior  pellicles  of 
the  baric  of  a  tree,  called  vhite-wood,  which  they 
manufa6lure  nearly  as  we  do  hemp.  The  women 
roo  are  their  dyers  :  they  work  alio  at  feveral 
things  made  of  bark,  and  make  fmall  figures  with 
the  hair  of  the  porcupine  -,  they  make  fmall  cups 
or  other  utcnfils  of  wood,    they  paint  and  em- 
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broidcr  deerficins,  and  they  knit  belts  and  gartcis 
with  the  wool  of  the  buffalo. 

As  for  the  men  they  glory  in  their  idlenefs,  and 
actually  fpend  more  than  half  their  lives  in  doing 
nothing,  from  a  perfuafion  that  daily  labour  de- 
grades a  man,  and  that  it  is  only  proper  for  wo- 
men. The  proper  fundion  of  a  man,  fay  they,  is 
to  filh,  hunt,  and  go  to  war.  It  is  they,  however, 
who  are  to  make  every  thing  ncceflary  for  thefe 
three  exercifes :  thus  the  making  of  arms,  nets, 
and  all  their  hunting  and  fifhing  equipage  as  well 
as  their  canoes  with  their  rigging,  their  racquets,  or 
fnow  jQioes,  the  building  and  repairing  of  their  cab- 
bins,  are  the  office  of  the  men,  who  notwithftanding 
on  thefe  occafions  often  make  ufe  of  the  afiiftance 
of  the  women.  The  Chriftians  are  a  little  more 
induftrious,  but  never  work  except  by  way  of  pe- 
nance. 


Thefe  people,  before  we  provided  them  with 
hatchets  and  other  inftruments,  were  very  much  at 
a  lofs  in  felling  their  trees,  and  making  them  fit  for 
the  ufes  they  intended  them  for.     They  burned 
them  near  the  root,  and  in  order  to  fplit  and  cut 
them  into  proper  lengths,  they  made  ufe  of  hat- 
chets made  of  flint  which  never  broke,  but  which 
required  a  prodigious  time  to  (harpen.     In  order 
to  fix  them  in  a  fhaft,  they  cut  ofi'  the  top  of  a 
young  tree,  making  a  flit  in  it,  as  if  they  were  go- 
ing to  graft  it,  into  which  flit  they  inferted  the 
head  of  the  axe.     The  tree  growing  together  again 
".n  length  of  time,  held  the  head  of  the  hatchet  fo 
firm,  that  it  was  impofllble  for  it  to  get  loofe: 
they  then  cut  the  tree  at  the  length  they  judged 
iuificient  for  the  handle. 
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Their  villages  are  generally  of  no  regular  form  : 
inolt  of  our  ancient  accounts  have  reprcknted  them 
of  a  round  figure,  and  perhaps  the  authors  of  them 
faw  none  but  fuch  as  were  fo.  In  a  word,  imagine 
to  yourfclf.  Madam,  a  confufed  heap  of  cabbins 
placed  without  any  order  or  defign  :  fome  of  them 
like  cart  houfes,  others  like  fo  many  tubs,  built  of 
bark,  fupported  by  a  few  pofrs,  and  fometimes 
coarfely  plaiffercd  on  the  outfide  with  clay  ;  and, 
in  fa6f,  built  with  much  lefs  art,  ncatnefs,  and  fo- 
lidity  than  thole  of  the  beavers.  Thefe  cabbins  arc 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  foot  broad,  and  fome- 
times a  hundred  in  length.  In  this  cafe  they  have 
feveral  fires,  each  fire  ferving  for  a  fpace  of  thirty- 
feet. 

When  the  floor  happens  not  to  be  large  enough 
for  bedding  for  all  the  perfons  in  the  tamily,  the 
young  folks  have  their  beds  on  a  kind  of  loft  five  or 
fix  feet  from  the  ground,  and  which  runs  the  whole 
length  of  the  cabbin  ;  the  houfhold  furniture  and 
provifions  are  placed  above  that  on  fhelfs  laid  crofs- 
ways  next  the  roof.  There  is  commonly  before 
the  entry,  a  fort  of  veftible  or  lobby  where  the 
youth  flecp  in  the  fummer-time,  and  which  ferves 
as  a  repofitory  for  wood  in  the  winter.  The  doors 
are  only  fo  many  pieces  of  bark,  fufpended  from 
the  top  like  the  ports  of  a  fliip.  Thefe  cabbins 
have  neither  chimnies  noi  windows,  only  there  is 
ieft  in  the  middle  of  the  roof  an  aperture  by  which 
part  of  the  fmoke  gets  out,  and  which  they  are  o- 
bl  ged  to  Hop  up,  when  it  rains  or  fnows,  as  alfo 
to  put  out  the  fire  if  they  would  not  be  blinded 
v/i:h  fmoke. 

The  Indians  are  more  fkilful  in  ereding  their 
fortihcarions  than  in  building  their  houfes  j    here 
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you  fee  villages  furrounded  with  a  good  palifado, 
and  with  redoubts,  and  they  are  very  careful  to 
Jay  in  a  proper  provifion  of  water  and  Hones. 
Thefe  palifadoes  are  double,  and  even  Ibmctiincs 
treble^  and  have  generally  battlements  on  the  out- 
ward circumvallation.  The  piles  of  which  they 
are  coinpolcd,  are  interwoven  with  branches  of 
trees,  without  any  void  fpace  between.  This  fort 
of  fortification  was  fufficient  to  fuftain  a  long  fiege 
whilft  the  Indians  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  fire- 
arms. Every  village  has  a  pretty  large  fquare,  but 
thtfe  are  feldom  regular. 

Formerly  the  Iroquo's  built  their  cabbins  in  a 
better  manner  than  the  other  nations,  and  even 
than  themfelves  do  at  this  day  ;  thefe  were  adorn- 
ed with  figures  in  relievo,  but  of  very  coarfe  work- 
manfhip;  and  as  almofl  all  their  towns  have  been 
fince  burned  in  different  expeditions,  they  have  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  rebuild  them  with  their  former 
magnificence.  Notwithftanding,  if  thefe  nations 
are  fo  little  curious  in  procuring  themfelves  the 
conveniencies  of  life,  in  the  places  of  their  ordi- 
nary refidence,  what  may  we  think  of  their  en- 
campments on  journeys,  and  in  their  wintering 
places  ?  An  anci^-nt  miffionary,  who  in  order  to 
oblige  himfelf  to  learn  the  language  of  the  Mon- 
tagnais,  would  needs  follow  them  in  one  of  their 
winter  huntings,  gives  a  defcription  of  them, 
which  I  am  going  to  give  you  almoft  word  for 
word. 


I'l  : 


Thefe  Indians  inhabit  a  country  extremely  rude 
and  uncultivated,  but  not  quite  fo  much  fo,  as 
that  which  they  make  choice  of  to  go  a  hunting  in. 
You  mufl  travel  a  long  way,  before  you  arrive  at 
jp,  and  at  the  lame  time,  carry  on  your  back  every 
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tiding  you  may  (land  in  need  of  for  fi\'e  or  fijc 
moiitliS  togcthfT,  and  that  throii^jh  ways  fome- 
nmcs  {' >  ruLTgtfd  and  hideous,  that  it  is  even  icarcc 
poffible  to  conceive  h(j\v  the  veiy  wild  beads  them- 
icivfs  '.\rc  Mc  to  pals  them  ;  and  v^ere  you  not  to 
h:ivv:  the  forcfight  to  pr^wide  ^ourfelfin  pieces  of 
Irirk,  you  nuilt  I  e  deilitutJ  of  all  ni  ans  of  flielter- 
ino-  y<inrfelf  from  the  rain  and  liiov/,  during  your 
Touriiey.  After  arriving  :it  the  end  of  it,  you  find 
vourfelt  a  little  better  aeeommodated,  that  is  to  fay, 
you  are  not  eternally  expofed  to  all  the  injuries  of 
the  air  and  weather. 

F,v;.ry  body  falls  to  work  for  this  purpo'e,  and 
rhc  minionaries  themfelves,  who  in  the  bemnninp: 
had  no  body  to  wait  on  tliem,  and  for  whom  the 
liKiians  hud  no  manner  of  confideration,  were  no 
nior"  fpared  than  the  red,  and  had  not  fo  much  as 
a  cubbin  allowed  them  to  themfelves,  but  were  o- 
bli'2;ed  to  take  up  the  r  lodgings  \t\  iht  firft  that 
rr.ide  them  welcome.  Thefe  cabbins  among  moft 
br  the  Algonquin  nations  arc  nearly  in  the  form  of 
DLir  ict -houfes,  round  and  terminating  in  a  cone. 
Thefe  had  no  ociier  iupports  than  poles  fixed  in  the 
fnovv,  and  tied,  together  by  the  ends,  and  which 
v-(  re  covered  with  pieces  of  bark  very  ill  joined, 
anvl  feeured  fo  that  the  wind  eafily  found  admit- 
tance on  ah  fide?. 
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The  builc^ing  of  fuch  a  houfc  employs  half  an 
hour  at  iiiolf,  Tome  branches  of  pine  fer^'ing  as 
niatt.eiTes,  which  .ire  aifo  the  only  beds  in  thofe 
pa'aces.  There  is  one,  and  almofl  the  only  con- 
ver/icnry  v/hieh  attends  them,  and  th  it  is  that  yoii 
m;!v  change  them  every  day  :  they  likewife  collect 
rhc  fnovv  quite  roun  I  them,  which  forms  a  kind  of 
parapet,  which  haS  its  ule,  as  it  is  imj-enctrable  to 
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the  u\nd.  UnrlfT  flRltcr  of  tlii.s  parapet,  tliry 
llccp  uS  tranquill/  on  thcje  hranchcs,  covered  with 
a  wretcr.cd  coverlet  of  Ikin,  as  in  the  beil  heel  \\\ 
the  woikl  \  it  iy.  true  the  miirionaries  had  much 
difliculcy  to  accuftoni  thcmleives  to  this  way  of 
life,  but  fatigue  and  p-ecefiity  ioon  conipelkd  them 
to  it.  I  he  cafe  is  not  entirely  the  fame  with 
refpecl  to  the  fmokc,  wl^ieh  almoit  continually 
fills  the  u[^per  part  of  the  cahbin  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  one  cannot  ibuid  uprip;ht  in  it,  without  having 
one'is  he. id  in  a  thick  rloiul  ot"  it.  This  is  no  mnn- 
ner  of  grievance  ro  an  Inciian  who  is  from  his  in- 
fancy nccuftoired  to  fit  or  lie,  all  the  time  they 
are  within  doors  ;  but  it  is  really  a  fevere  punifh- 
ment  to  a  Frenchman,  who  cannot  bear  iuch  a 
ftate  ot"  inacl:ion. 
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Bcfidcs  the  wind,  wi.ich  as  I  have  already  re- 
mai-ked,  enters  on  all  fi'.les,  blows  with  fuch  n 
piercing  cok%  tliat  one  fide  freezes  whiill  you  are 
choaked  and  ro.'.fbed  on  the  other.  And  often  you 
cannot  fee  tv/o  or  three  feet  from  you,    you  weep 
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your  mouth  clof^  to  the  ground,  to  fetch  a  iittk* 
breath  :  the  niorteft  v/ay  would  be  to  go  out,  hut 
for  moll  of  the  time  this  is  imnofTible  ;    fometinv.-, 
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ing  th.it  it  almofi:  peels  the  llvin  off  one's  fiice,  and 
iplits  the  trees  iii  the  forelks.  Notwithflanding 
a  mifuonary  i^  obliged  to  fiy  his  ofHce,  to  cele- 
brate mats,  and  to  periorm  all  &.■:.  other  functions 
of  his  niiniflrv.  To  all  thcfe  inconveniencies  we 
mull  add  one  more,  which  though  it  may  appear 
very  fmall  at  firit,  is  really  very  confiderablc,   and 
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tills  13  Iviiig  perfccuted  by  the  clogs.  The  Indians 
Ihivc  al\vay:i  a  great  r.umixT  ot  tlit'lc  animals  which 
lullow  thcii)  every  where,  and  are  rcmar!;ablc  tor 
ihi  11  (kiehry  ;  not  vtrry  ia^ning  indeed  as  tiny  are 
i.c\\r  carelied  by  iheir  nialkis,  bu:  bold  and  good 
Jiuntcrs:  I  have  ah'eav'.y  liiid  ihac  they  are  trained 
up  betimes  for  the  di(ici\'nt  chaecs,  lor  which  th.y 
are  intended  \  and  1  may  add,  that  ev.  ry  Inoiaa 
nnid:  have  a  confiderable  iiurnber  or  them,  as  many 
of  them  perilh  by  the  teeth  and  horns  of  wild 
beads,  which  they  att.^k  with  a  courage  that 
nothing  is  capable  ol  fhakmg.  Their  mailers  are 
at  very  litrle  pains  in  tceding  them,  fo  that  they 
a  e  obliged  to  live  upon  what  they  can  catch,  and 
as  this  goes  no  great  v/ay  with  them,  it  is  no  v^on- 
der  they  are  very  meagre  and  thin  of  iiefli  -,  befides 
they  have  very  little  hair,  which  rcnderi.  them  very 
lenhble  to  the  cold. 


]n  order  to  defend  themfelvcs  from  it,   if  they 
cannot  get  near  the  fire,  which  it  would  be  difH- 
cult  for  all  of  them  to  do,   evvn  were  there   no- 
body in  the  cabbin,  they  lye  down  on  the  iirft;  per- 
lon  they  meet,  and  one  is  olten  iuddcnly  awakened 
HI  the  night,  almoft  choaked  with  two  or  three 
dogs  upon  him.      Were  they  a  little  more  difcreet 
in  chufing  their  place,    their  company  v\Ould  not 
be  extremely  troublelbmc,   and  one  might  put   up 
with  them  pretty   well  ;    but  ihey  lay    themlelves 
down   where  tl.ey  can,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  drive 
them  away  lor  th  y  return  the  infiant  after.     U  is 
{III!   worle  in   the  day  time  -,  as  f  0*1  as  any  thi'g 
eatable  appears,  you  cannot  imagine  what  leaps  they 
make  to  Inatch  it  out  of   your  hands.     Imagine  to 
yourfelf  the  cafe  oi  a  poor  milHonary  crouching  near 
the  Hre,   to  fay  his  breviary  or  read  fome  book., 
llrivjng   with  the  fmuke  and  expoled  to  the  im- 
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poitunity  ol"  a  doz/jn  curs,  wlio  leap  backwards 
and  iorwards  over  inn),  in  order  to  Inatch  Ibinc 
inorlel  i\wy  may  have  Iceii.  U  he  (lands  in  need 
of  a  little  rf  fc,  he  is  fcarcc  able  to  find  a  cornrr 
where  he  can  i  e  iuc  iVoni  this  vexation.  If  any 
thing  is  brought  him  to  eat,  the  dogs  have  that 
moment  tiuir  fnout  in  the  difli  before  he  talles  it, 
and  ofren  whiilt  he  is  defending  his  portion  againll 
ihole  which  attack  him  in  tront,  another  comes 
upon  him  rrom  tlie  rear,  and  either  carries  oIY 
half  liis  allowance  or  julllcs  againit  him,  fo  tliat 
the  p!ace  falls  from  his  haiicis,  and  the  lagamity  is 
turn!  '    ' 


li  ice!  ainongit  the  alius. 
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It  often    happens   that   the   evils    I  have  been 

and 
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fpeakin"  of,    aie  efiaccd  by  a  much  p;rcater 


in  compariJbn  of  Vvdiich,  ali  the  reft  are  as  nothing  •, 
this  is  famine.  The  provifions  they  bring  with 
them  Jalt  them  no  great  while,  ancl  they  reckon 
upon  a  lupply  from  their  hunting,  which  dots  not 
always  aiibrd  it.  It  is  true  Indians  know  how  to 
enduie  hurgcr,  with  a  pacience  ec]ual  to  the  little 
care  they  take  to  provicie  againft  it  •,  but  they  are 
fomitimes  reduced  to  llich  extremities  that  they 
perifli  under  them.  The  m  ffionary,  from  whom 
I  have  drawn  this  detail,  was  obliged  in  his  firll 
wintcrin.^  to  eat  the  fivins  of  eels  and  of  elks, 
witli  which  he  had  patclied  his  callbck  ;  after 
which  he  was  forced  to  teed  up';;n  yotmg  branches, 
and  the  tcnderell  part  of  the  bark  of  trees.  He 
underwent  however  this  feveie  tryal,  without  the 
leaft  detriment  10  his  health,  but  every  one  is  not 
endowed  with  io  vigorous  a  conllitution. 

The  nafl:inefs  of  thefe  cabbins  alone,  and  that 
infection  which  is  a  neccffary  confec]uence  of  it, 
are  to  any  other  but  an  Indian  a  real  puniiliment. 
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It  is  caiy  to  jiulge  to  wliat  a  hei^f^hf,  both  the  one 
and  the  other  mud  arrive  amongd  pfrfons  who 
never  change  their  cloaths,  till  thiey  fall  to  pieces 
of  t'lcmlelves  and  who  take  no  c^rc  to  keep  them 
clean.  In  lummer  they  bitlic  thenifelvcs  every 
day,  but  immediately  aftf-rwiirds  they  iiib  tlu'm- 
Iclvcs  with  oil  and  greaU;  oi  a  very  rai  k  Imell.  In 
the  winter  they  remain  in  their  jat,  and  during  ail 
that  feaibn  it  is  impofiiblc  to  e;'ter  their  cabbinii 
without  being  poilbncd  wiLli  the  flench. 

Not  only  every  thin:';  th'y  eat  i;;  ill-Iealbned 
and  commonly  very  inlinid,  but  th^  ■  -^  [Prevails  in 
all  their  repalls  an  unclcaMline!'s,  .nch  pafles  all 
conception  :  what  I  have  mvfelf  ieen,  as  well  as 
what  I  have  been  told  of  it,  would  firike  you  with 
horror,  'inhere  are  very  fcvj  animals  which  do  not 
iced  cleaner,  and  after  feeing  whac  pal'les  amongfl: 
thefe  people  in  this  rerp.(5L,  there  is  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  the  imagination  contributes  greatly 
to  our  repugnancies-,  and  that  many  of  thole 
things  which  are  '"'aliv  prejudicial  to  our  health, 
are  only  ib  by  means  of  thofe  very  repugnancies, 
and  our  want  of  courage  in  furmountir.g  them. 

Tt  mufl:  however  be  n;rantcd,  thit  things  are  fome- 
what  changed  wiih  relpc(!:l  to  all  thele  points,  fincc 
u'lr  arrival  in  this  coimcry  -,  and  I  have  even  known 
lunie  to  endeavour  to  procure  themfelves  con- 
veniencies,  with  which  they  will  probably  very 
U)f)n  be  fcarce  al)le  to  difpenfe.  Some  of  them 
al fo  begin  w  ufe  more  precaution  than  formerly, 
to  prevent  thiCir  being  unprovided,  in  cafe  the 
hunting  lliould  hap'pen  to  fail  them  •,  and  nmoi  g(l 
thofe  who  are  fettled  in  the  colon ^s  there  requires 
biit  a  very  \\r;?.\\  addition  to  furnifli  out  a  tolerable 
liiare  of   the  conveniencies  of  life.     But  what  is 
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to  be  fe^re-l  '^s,  that  after  arri  ing  ar  this  point 
they  will  be  tempted  to  go  a  great  deal  farther,  ;»r,.l 
fill'  liitu  lueli  a  liixiiiy  .is  may  render  then  ll.l! 
moie  milerab.e,  than  they  now  aie  ni  the  bolom 
ot  the  moll  extreme  indi<j,ence. 

At:  Icall  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  inifTjonaries 
if  they  are  expoftil  to  thi?  changer;  perilinded 
th;c  It  is  morally  impodihle  to  arrive  at  thit 
^•ol'Jin  n'ean,  wi:li  ur  ait<^ivvards  deviating';  Iron 
it.  tlicy  h.ivi'  p  ci f!cd  Ihuing  with  thef,-  pe-jplc 
vvhurcver  i«?  riiod  dihorcciLIc  m  rheir  manner  cj 
livinpr,  iMther  tlum  to  op^n  thir  eyer?  to  the  menns 
of  iinding  any  remedy  frr  it.  Thus  t1u>re  vi^ry 
perlons  who  iire  evc  ry  (iny  vvimeiVc  s  of  thc'r  h:f. 
teriiigs,  arc  at  a  lols  to  ec^i  crive  how  r!ify  are  able 
to  iupport  th^'m,  a;  d  zhc  more  io  as  they  r.rc 
without  the  lea!*  r(.l.ixatio!\  and  as  every  ha  on 
brings  along  with  it  lome  [)eeuliar  evil. 

Ais  thc'.r  \ilLiges  are  aluMys  fitiiared.  either  rear 
a  woo-S  or  (^n  the  banks  of  ion^ie  Like  or  river, 
a[id  oficn^r  between  f  orli,  .:s  lb  n  as  t!ie  weaihfr 
becomes  warn  the  iViU  fleer  cos,  tf^gct'^.er  Vv'ith  « 
prc'ig  o  s  army  o:  ether  gnats,  r.nle  a  o(  r'l  • 
cution  wor f  than  tiiar  of  ihe  hrioke,  which  y  ■(! 
are  often  obliged  to  ea!l  to  \  our  afhdance  ;  t  erf* 
being  Icaree  any  other  rtMiiedy  aLiainil  tlie  l)ite  of 
thefe  infei'.s,  wii'ch  fet  the  wlv  ]>:.  b'x'y  on  lire 
and  fufFtr  yoM  not  t )  f  lofe  your  eyes.  Add  to  thi% 
th,'  long  and  litiguing  journ'ys  you  a'-e  (rtrn 
f'^reed  ro  make  \\\^h  th(  fe  barb,;rians.  fomctmies 
up  to  th:e  mid;'k'  in  wjter,  ;ind  lorn- iinifS  to  ti^.e 
knees  in  mire,  througli  woods  and  among  hii  rs 
and  thiorns,  v.'itii  the  danger  of  Icfing  one's  eyes 
in  open  fields  whiere  nothing  defends  you  from  the 
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burning  heat  of  tl\e   fun  in   luainicr,    and   tlie 
j'ic'fcirg  wind  in  winur. 

If  yoLi  travel  in  a  canoe  the  confinctl    po'lurc 
you  are  obliged   lo  lit  in,    and  the   apprehcnlion 
occafioned  at  your  firll-  leCLiiig  out,  by  the  CAtrcmv* 
tiM^ilicy  of  this  vehicle  ;  tlie  inaction  you  inuit  of 
iicceilitv     be    in,     the    llown^'is    i>t'    your    voyage, 
wliieh   is  retarded  by  the  lealt  llunvcr  oF   rain,    or 
gale   of  vvind  ;    the   little  fociecy   or   tonverfatio/i 
that  can  be  had  with  pe  Ions  win)  knov/ nothing, 
who  never  opcii  tii.:;r  luo'-.tiis  whiM  they  are  em- 
ployed, who   poifon  you    wirli  liieir   llench,    and 
who  lill  you   wi[h   Vcrniiii  ui.lI  nallinefs  •,  the  ca- 
price  aiul    rud' nels   you    nuift   put   up  with  from 
them  J  the  inlults  to  v;liich  you  are  cxj^ofed  irt  in 
a  drunkard,    or  a  perfon  whom  any  unlorfeen  ac- 
cident, a  dream  or  the  reniem!  lanee  of  any  thing 
di(a;j,reeable  puts  into  an  ill  humour  -,  the  avarice 
natural    to  thole   barbarians   at   the    (j,i,ht   of  any 
thing  they  covet,  and  what  has  coll  feveral  miili- 
onaries  thtir  lives  ;  and  In  cafe  war  luipperis  to  be 
declared  between  the   nations,   in  vvhofe  territory 
you  are,  the  danger  you  are  c  aillanrly  expofed  to, 
either    of    being    reduced    to   the    inoit    wretched 
ilavcry,  or  of  {.eriOiing  in  the  moll  hideous  tor- 
ments :    fuch,  madam,  is  the  life  that  has  been  leil 
by  the  firlf  miiHonarijs  efpeeially  :  if  lor  Ibme  time 
palt  it  has  beeii   lefs  lude  in  [o'v^q  rcfpects,    it  has 
been   attended  with  reg.ijd  to  the  ev.mgelical  la- 
bourers with  internal,  and  c  (jnfequently  more  f  n- 
fible    mortilkations,   wiiich   tar  Irom   duniniflung 
in  length   of  time  grow   in   proportion   to  the  in- 
creale   of  the  colony,    aijd  as  the  natives  begin  to 
have  a  lieer  correij^oiidvuce  v\iiii  ail  iort^  of  per- 
fons. 
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Laflly,  that  I  may  in  a  kw  words  draw  tho 
portiMit  ot  tlvjfc  n.itions  wiiii  ;;  ir.icn  iiiul  ;tp. 
j)t.-araiicc  a!t();^i,tthcr  iav.igr,  aiui  wich  iiunncrs  and 
culloms  whidi  lavour  ol  tlic  <i,roilMt  barbariry, 
they  enjoy  all  the  advantages  ot  loeiety,  v^ithouc 
ahnoft  "any  of  thofe  deie^lv,  which  dilluib  the 
l)ub;iek  tinnqu;ility  amon^ll  us.  Whilli  tiicy  .ip- 
pear  eiiciiely  void  o\  pafliun,  th.  y  con^ndt  in  culd 
blood,    and  even   j"or.;i-tinus  f.oin   j  rintiplc,    ihc 


lame   acLions   which   the  moli   viournt   ;nul   un  o 


vernable  rage  is  c.ip.iDle  o!   inipirMu; 
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perlbns  v;ho  I'eeir..  ti    to  lead    the   molt    wretched 
Jives,    were    perhaps   th.'  oidv   iiaf^PV  moitils   cm 


oiiiy   h.4)j)y  moitils  cm 
the  lace  of  tl»e  earth,    beioie  they  wtre  acquainted 
witli  thofe  ob;ecls   wh  eh  ;educv 
and 


e  anil  pervert  us 


even  ya  luxury    has   na  le  no  {i"-eat  ravages 
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of  ferocity  a:;d  gentlenefs,  the  |):jrions  and  ai)pe- 
tites  of  beads  oi  prey,  joined  lo  a  virtue  which 
does  honour  to  human  i;..:uie.    At  lint  vi  v/  (jne 


wou! 
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e  them  vviCiiout  any  torm  ol   ^govern- 
ment. Jaw   cr  luburduiat  on,    and    that    livinjr   in 
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indepenciance,    they    a 
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on    th. in- 


icUes  to  tl.e  cunduCt  or  bhn  i  chance,   and  t  -  tiie 
wiidell  caprice  •,  they  notwithilandinL;  eiijoy  all  the 


advantages   whkh  the  b.:!: 
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authority  i; 


capable  of  procuring,  iii  the  nivjil  civilized  nations. 
Born  fice  and  independanr,  tlicy   are   druck  v.iih 


orror  at    whatever  lias   tl 


hi  a  low   or    de.po'.ie 


power,  and  very  rarely  d  viute  Irom  certain 
maxims  and  ul'ages  founjvd  in  good  icnfe  alune, 
which  holds  the  place  of  law,  and  lu[)pliLS  in  fcMiie 
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tof 


iegal  auiiH)rity 
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ave  a  na- 


tural repugnance  to  r^druint  of  every  ibrt,  but 
reafon  aJone  is  cauable  of  retainiii'-i;  them  in  .i  Ivind 
of  fuburdination,  not  the  Itfs  citl(!:tual  towards  the 
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Any  perfon  who  has  once  infinuatcd  hlmfflf  Iq- 
to  a  confiiler.iblc  Oiart*  of  their  t^llecm,    will  I'mJ 
<:hem  liilHcieiitly  docilL-  and  ready  to  do  any  thing 


\i:  ciclircs 


but  it 


IS  no  caly  m;ttrr  to  gain,  their 


t'decMn  to  fuch  a  pitch.     This  they  give  to  nv   it 


only,    an 
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which  tht'y  arc  lull  as  good  judges  as  thoir  ainongfl: 
lis,  \v!io   pi(ii.ie  thcfule  vi3   mull  on  their  difcc  n- 
ey   tonu  their  notions  ot    this  by  the 


nu-nt. 
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{)hy  07,nomy,  aiui  tnerc  is  not  periiaps  ni  tlie  w 


orld 


a  let  of  men  who  are  beccer  judges  t.'iis  way  :  this 
is  owing  to  tlujir  having  none  oi:  thole  prejudices 
in  tavour  of  .my  perlbn  whi:h  inillead  us,  and 
rliac  by  iludying  nature  aloix'  the/  l<now  her  per- 
jeCily  well.  As  they  are  neithtr  Haves  to  am- 
bition nor  interel},  as  it  is  tb.efe  two  pallions  only 
which  havi*  weakened  in  us  the  ieiiciments  ot  hu- 
manity, which  the  .lutlujr  oi  nature  Ins  engriven 
in  our  heaits,  the  did  .ence  of  conditions  is  un- 
nccedary  tor  tiie  maintenance  of  iociety  auiongd 
them. 


Thus  Madarn  we  never,  or  at  lead  very  feldom, 
meet  with  thole  haujiiuv  nund?,    which  Qllcd  with 
a  notion  ot  th  ir  o\yn  <j!;raiideur  ;uid  merit,  imagine 
the.Tifelves  almoft  a  Ipecies  apart  •,   who  diiliain  the 
reil"   of  mankinJ  whtjfe  love  and  confidence  they 
tlu-refore   never  obtain  •,  who  never  convcrle  wirh 
their  equals,    be  aufe  the  jealouly   which  prevails 
amonglt  the  great,    will  not  pcrtnir  tliem  to  culti- 
vate a  very   near   acq  laintan- e-,    who   know   noC 
themfelves    becaufc  they  never  lludy    thcnifeiv^es, 
but  are  conllancly  Idown  up  with   Icif  aj![jlauie  ; 
and  lafbiy,    who  never  once  reik\:t',    that  in  order 
fo  acquire  the  affeclions  of  men,    they    ...uit  firft 
Hoop,    and  in  Tome  fort,    condcfecnd   to  be  their 
equals  ;  fo  that  with  all  this  pretended  fuperiority 
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of  underftanding,  which  they  look  upon  as  the 
peculiar  right  of  the  eminent  ftations  they  jx)flds, 
moft  of  them  grovel  in  a  proud  and  incurable  ig- 
norance, of  what  is  really  worth  knowing,  and 
confequently  never  tafte  the  true  and  genuint! 
fweets  of  life.  In  this  country  all  men  are  equai, 
manhood  being  the  quality  molt  eiteemed  amon;;!'; 
them,  without  any  diilindion  from  birth  ;  vvithou;: 
any  perogative  of  rank  capable  of  doing  prejudice 
to  the  rights  of  private  perfons  -,  without  any  pre- 
eminence from  mcric  wliich  begets  pride,  and 
which  makes  others  too  fenfible  of  their  own  i),. 
feriority.  And  though  there  is  perhaps  lels  delicacy 
of  ientime'it  in  the  Indians  than  amor.gd  us,  there 
is  however  abundantly  more  probity  with  iiiliniteiy 
lefs  ceremony,   or  equivocal  comj^liments. 

Religion  alone  is  ciipable  of  perfeding  tiie  good 
qualities  and  natural  difj^ofitions  of  thelc  p'.u 
pie,  and  ot  corrc(5ling  what  is  wrong  in  tlicin  : 
this  is  common  to  tliem  with  others,  but  what  is 
peculiar  to  them  is,  that  th -y  bring  lewer  obftacies 
to  this  improvement,  alter  they  have  once  begun 
to  believe,  which  mud  ever  be  the  work  of  l"pc~ 
cial  grace,  it  is  jikewife  true,  that  in  order  fuiiy 
to  eibibliOi  the  empire  of  religion  over  them,  v,\; 
muft  fliew  them  the  pradtio,  of  it  in  all  its  puiity 
in  its  protelTors :  they  are  extremely  fufcepcible  uf 
the  fcandal  given  by  bad  chriilians,  and  fuch  ai\. 
all  thole  who  are  newly  infcructcd  in  the  principles 
of  chrillian  morality. 
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You  will  perhaps  afl<  me,  Madam,  whether  th',  y 
have  any  religion  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  though 
we  cannot  ablolutely  affirm  that  they  are  wiihouc 
any,  we  muft  however  contefs,  that  it  is  very  dit- 
ficult  to  deiinc  what  reIi:.;ion  this  is.     1  iliall  en- 
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terrain  you   more  at  large  on  this  article  with  my 

Hiit   Iciture-,    tor  though  1   have   not   a   vaft  deal 

to  do  in  this  place,    yet  i  am  often  interrupted  in 

Inch   manner,    that    I   eannot  proniile  r^•^    having 

two  h'iurs  in  a  d.iy  to  my  felt".     This  letter  as  well 

as  n"ioit  of   the   preceeding   ones,   will    (hevv    yrii 

thnt  I  do  not  finifh  them  at  one  fitting.     I  fhall 

c(in;ent  n^jyiei   at  prejcnr  with  oblerving,  in  order  to 

compkat  the  portrait  ot  Indians,  that  even  in  tlieir 

n^oh;  incHlferent  aclioi^.s,    we   rn  ly   dilcover   traces 

or    th  '   primitive  religion,    bur  which  efcape  thole 

who   (io   no'   view  them  with  iutlicient  attention, 

tlie^e  being  <m11   more  eii'aced   by  the   want  of  in- 

llructioii,    t!uin   changed  bv  the  mixture  of  fuper- 

(li'.ious  worlh'.p,    and  by  tabulous  traditions. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     XXIV. 


Of  the   Rcjgion   and  Traditions  of  the  Indians  of 

-  Canada. 


Fort  at  the  River  St.  Jofeph,  Sept,  8,  1721. 

Madam^ 

ry^  H  I  S  letter  will  in  all  likelyhood  be  a  very 
I  long  one,  unlefs  foiiie  unforefeen  hindrance 
fliould  oblige  me  to  put  oil  to  fome  other  oppor- 
tu  uty,  what  I  have  been  able  to  colledl,  relating 
to  the  belief,  traditions  and  religion  of  our  Indians. 

Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  the  Indians 
of  this  continent,  have  an  idea  of  a  fupreme  Be- 
ini>;,  though  nothing  at  the  lame  time  can  be  more 
oblcure.  They  all  in  general  agree  in  looking  up- 
on him  as  the  firft  fpirir,  and  the  governor  and 
creator  of  the  world,  but  when  you  prefs  them  a 
little  clofe  on  this  article,  in  order  to  know  what 
they  underftand  by  the  fovcreign  fpirit,  you  find 
no  more  than  a  tilTue  of  abfurd  imaginations,  of 
fables  fu  ill  contrived,  of  fyftems  fo  ill  digefted 
and  fo  wild,  that  it  is  impofiible  to  give  any  re- 
gular or  juff  account  of  them.  It  is  pretended 
Jliat  the  Sioux  approach   much   nearer  than  the 
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Other  Indians,  towards  a  juft  conception  of  tlui 
firfl  priii'^iple,  but  the  little  coinnKric  wc  have 
Iiitherto  had  with  theni,  dues  not  permit  me  to  be 
iufficiently  informed  of  their  trddirions  to  enable 
me  to  i])cak  of  them  with  any  degree  oi  cer- 
tainty. 

Ahiiofl;  all  tlie  nations  of  the  Alqonquin  lan- 
guage, give  this  fovereign  Being  the  appellation  oi 
the  great  Hare  •,  lome  again  call  him  Michabuu, 
and  others  Atahocan.  Molt:  of  them  hold  the  opi- 
nion that  he  was  born  upon  the  waters,  togethc; 
with  his  whole  court,  entirely  eompoied  of  Icxir 
footed  animals  like  himleifi  that  he  formed  the 
earth  of  a  grain  of  land,  which  he  took  from  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  that  he  created  man  cf 
the  bodies  of  the  dead  animals.  There  are  like- 
wife  forne  w-ho  mention  a  god  of  the  waters,  who 
oppofed  the  dcfigns  ot  the  great  Hare,  or  at  Km 
retufed  to  be  aflifting  to  him.  This  god  is  ac 
cording  to  fotne,  the  great  I  yger,  but  it  muft  be 
obfervcd,  that  the  true  tyger  is  not  to  be  found  in 
Canada  j  thus  this  tradition  is  probably  of  foreiga 
extradlion.  Laiily,  they  have  a  third  god  called 
Matcomek,  whom  they  iiivoke  in  the  winter  lea- 
fon,  and  concerning  whom,  1  have  learned  no- 
thing particular. 
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The  Arefl;oui  of  the  Hurons,  and  the  Agrcf- 
koue  of  tne  Iroquois,  is  in  the  opinion  of  thele 
nations,  the  Sovereign  Being  and  the  god  of  war. 
Thele  Indians  do  not  ^ive  the  fame  original  to 
mankind  with  the  Alqonquins ;  they  do  not  lo 
much  as  afcend  ]o  high  as  the  firit  creation.  Ac- 
cording to  them  there  were  in  the  beginning  fix 
men  in  the  world,  and  if  you  afk  them  who  placed 
them  there,  they   anlwer  you,  they  dont   know. 

They 
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Ihcy  acUl,  tliat  one  of  thcle  men  afcended  into 
hrAven  in  quell  of  a  v/oman,  called  Atahentfic, 
nl  whom  he  hail  carnal  knowledge,  and  who  foon 
nitcrvvards  proved  with  child  :  that  the  mailer  of 
heaven  perceiving,  it,  threw  her  headlong  from  the 
lK'i<;ht  ot  the  lunpyrean,  and  that  fhe  was  re- 
ceived on  the  back  ui'  a  tortoife  :  that  flie  was  af- 
terwards brought  to  bed  of  two  children,  one  of 
which  killed  the  other. 

There  is  no  more  faid  either  of  the  five  men, 
or  fven  of  the  hiiiband  of  Atahentfic,  who  accord- 
incj  ro  fome,  had  c;nly  one  daughter,    who  was  the 
mother  of  Thaouiiiaran  and  Joufl<eka.   This  lat- 
ter vvho  was  the  eldelf,  killed  his  brother,  and  in 
a  little  time  after  his   grand-mother   refigned   in 
his  favour  the  government  ot  the  world.     They 
fay  likewiie,  that  Atahentfic  is  the  fame  with  the 
nioon,  and  that  Joulkeka  was  the  fun.    There  is 
as  you  fee.  Madam,    very  little  connexion  in  all 
this,  the  fun  being  often  taken  for  Arefkoui,  in  as 
much  as  he  is  tlie  great  genius  ;  but  is  there  lefs 
cuntradi6lion   in  the  theology  of    the    Egyptians 
and  Grecians,    who  arc  the  firft  fages  of  pagan 
antiquity  r    The  reafon  is,  that  it  is  eflential   to 
taliehood  to  contradict  itfelf,  and  to  have  no  folid 
foundation. 

The  gods  of  the  Indians  have  bodies,  and  live 
much  in  the  fame  manner  with  us,  but  without 
any  of  thole  inconvenicncies  to  which  we  are  lub- 
lec^t.  The  woid  fpirit  amongtl:  them,  fignifies 
only  a  being  of  a  more  excellent  nature  than  others. 
I  hey  have  no  words  to  exprefs  what  paffes  the 
bounds  of  their  own  undeiflanding,  their  con- 
ceptions being  extrtmely  limited,  with  refped 
vj  whatever  is  nut  the  objed  of  their  fenfes,  or  to 
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any  thing  bcfiuis  the  conimon  orciirrciKcs  of  life 
They  however  afcribc  to  thoil;  imaginary  bcin^b;, 
a  kind  of  immcniity  and  omniprt  lence,  tor  in  v\h..t 
ever  place  they  arc,  they  invoke  them,  Ipeak  to 
them,  behcvc  tluy  hear  what  i>  laid  to  them,  an  i 
a6l  in  confequcncc.  To  all  the  queilions  you  put; 
to  thcfe  barbarians,  in  order  to  obtain  a  farther  ac- 
count of  their  belief,  they  anfwer  that  this  is  all 
they  have  been  taindit  or  kr.ow  of  the  ma'ter^ 
nay,  there  are  only  a  tew  old  men  wh(j  hav^.  b.eii 
initiated  in  their  myfteries  who  know  fo  much. 

According  to  the  Iroquois,  the  pofiericy  0^ 
Jouikeka  did  not  go  beyond  the  third  generation. 
There  came  on  a  deluge  in  which  not  a  foul  v/uc 
faved,  fo  that  in  order  to  repeople  the  earth  it  wa^ 
neceflary  to  change  beads  into  men.  This  notion 
Madam,  of  an  univerial  deiuge  is  very  general 
amongit  the  Americans ;  but  there  is  fcarce  any 
room  to  doubt,  tliat  there  has  been  another  mi;ch 
more  recent  and  peculiar  to  America.  I  fliould 
never  have  done, were  I  to  relate  all  that  the  Indians 
tell  us  with  relpecl  to  the  hiliory  ot  their  prin- 
cipal divinities,  and  the  origin  of  the  world  •,  hn: 
befidcs  the  hrft  bcinsi:,  or  the  great  fpirit,  and  the 
other  Gods  who  are  often  ccnifounded  with  thciii, 
there  is  likewife  an  infinite  number  of  genii  or  in- 
ferior fpirits,  both  good  and  evil,  v>^ho  have  each 
their  peculiar  form  ot  worihip. 

The  Iroquois  place  Atahentfic  at  the  head  of 
thefe  latter,  and  make  Jouiktka  the  chief  of  the 
former  •,  they  even  fometimes  confound  him  with 
the  god,  who  drove  his  grandmother  out  of 
heaven,  for  fullering  herfclf  to  be  feduced  by  a 
mortal.  They  never  addrefs  thcmfelves  to  the 
evil  genii,  except  to  beg  of  them  to  do  them  no 
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hurt,  but  they  fuppofe  that  the  crherr.  are  placed 
as  lb  m liny  guiirdians  of  mankind,  and  that  every 
pcrlbn  has  his  own  tutelary.  \n  the  riuro:i  lan- 
guage thele  arc  called  Okkis,  and  in  the  Algonquin 
JVlanitous  :  it  is  to  them  they  have  recourlj  in  all 
perils  and  undert  ikings,  as  .J'.o  when  they  would 
(btain  fomc  extraordinary  favour;  there  is  nothing 
but  what  they  may  think  they  may  beg  of  thern, 
let  it  be  ever  fo  ujireafonable  or  contrary  to  good 
moral?.  This  protection  hovv'ever  is  not  acquired 
at  the  birth  of  the  perfon,  he  mufl:  firfl  be  expert 
at  r^e  management  of  the  bow  and  -rrow,  before 
he  can  merit  this  favour,  and  much  preparation  mufl 
be  uled  before  he  can  receive  it,  it  being  look- 
ed upon  as  the  mod  important  affair  in  their  whole 
lives ;  the  principal  circumllances  of  it  are  thefe. 

They  begin  with  blacking  the  child's  face  ;  af- 
terwards they  make  him  tail  for  eight  days  toge- 
ther, without  giving  him  a  morfel  of  any  thing  to 
cat,  and  the  tutelary  genius  muft  appear  to  him  in 
a  dream  within  this  fpace  of  tinie.  Now  the  empty 
brain  of  a  poor  child  jufl:  entering  into  the  ftate 
of  adolefcence,  cannot  fail  of  furnifhing  him  with 
dreams,  which  they  take  great  care  to  caufe  him 
repeat  every  morning.  The  faft  however  often 
ends  before  the  lawful  time,  there  being  few  chil- 
dren who  have  ftrength  enough  to  carry  it  lb  far ; 
but  this  ocrnfions  no  difficulty,  the  conveniency  of 
difpenfations  being  fully  known  here  as  it  is  every 
where  elfe.  Whatever  thing  the  child  happens  to 
dream  of,  is  always  fuppofed  to  be  tlie  tutelary 
genius,  or  rather  this  thing  is  held  as  a  fymbol,  or 
hgure,  under  which  the  genius  maniieds  himfelf ; 
but  it  happens  to  the  Indians  as  it  docs  to  every 
other  people,  who  have  deviated  from  the  primi- 
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t'lvc  religion,  that  is,  to  bold  f.\(l  by  Toe    fi^uff 
whilll  they  lofc  fi^iu  ct  the  lealiiy. 

Notwithdanding  thcfe   fynibols   fignify  nothii)- 
of  themlclvcs,   iunietimcs   it  is  the  head  of  a  bin!, 
at  oth^r  times  the  toot  of  iome  animal,  or  perhaps 
a  bit  of  wood  ;   in  a   word,   the  viltlt   and  moil 
common  thing  iiiiaginabL.  Tnis  is  preicived  hovv- 
tvcr   v/irh  as  much  care,    as  the  Dii  Penates,  o- 
houfliold  gods  v/ere  amongll  the  ancients.    Idieic  is 
even  nurhmg  in  all  nature,  ir  \vc  b>:heve  the  In- 
dians, which  lias  not   its  genius,   of  which    there 
are  T.-ne  of  all  ranks,  but  with  different  powers 
Vvhei\  il.ty  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  any  thing, 
thcrv   attribute  it  to   a  fuperior  genius,  and   tluir 
manner  of  exprelTi-ig  themfcKes  then  is,  fhis  is  a 
fpirit.    This  is  fa:d  \\ith  greater  juftice  of  their, 
who  have  any  fmgular  talcrr,  or  who  have  per- 
formed any  extraordinary  adio.^,  "-Ihcfe  are  Jpiriu^ 
that  is  they  have  a  tutelary  genius  ot  an  oid  r  lu- 
perior  to  the  comn^on. 

Some  of  tiicm,  and   cTpecially    their   jugglers, 
en  ieavour  to  perfuade   tiie    multitude,    that  they 
are  tranfported  into  excaii:  s     This  lolly  has  been 
of  all  ages  and  amongd  all  nations,    and  is  the  p.i 
rent  of  all  jalfe  religions ;    the   vanity   natural  to 
mankind,  not  being  able  to  devife  any  more  eliica- 
cous  means  of  governing  the  vvcuk  andfiruple,  and 
the  multitude  at  lafl  cairicd  alor-K  vv'iththem,  tb.ole 
who  valued   tlienjielvc;.  the  riioll  on  the  iupeiiority 
oi    th-ir    underilai.dings.     The  America;!   impoi- 
tors,    thougli    they   owe   to    th^mfelves    only   all 
tiieir  addrefs  in  dhs  point,    draw   all   tho  advan- 
tiges  from   it   to    winch    they  afpire.      Ti^e  jug- 
jijtrs   iuver   lad  to  pubiif!)    ti^^at  their    genii    give 
them  {^reat   inii-dit  into  tlie  lemotelt  tranfadions 
and  tJ;e  n^oll  diitant  futurity  in  tlicir  preteniled  ex- 
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tafies ;  and  as  chance  alune,  it"  we  would  not  af- 
cribc  fomc  fha..-  of  it  to  the  devil,  caules  them  to 
divine  or  conicLturc  fome  times  pretty  right,  they 
acquire  by  iiis  mLuns  greit  credit,  and  are  be- 
lieved to  be  genii  of  the  iirlt  order. 

As    foon   as  it    has  been  declared  to   a    child 
what   he  is  thence  forward  to  legard  as  his  pro- 
teding  genius,  they   inllrudl  hjni  with  great  care 
in  the  <-bligation  he  owes   him,  to  honour  him, 
to  follow  the  council  he  fhall  receive  horn  him  in 
fleep,  to  merit   his  favour,  to  place  in   him   his 
whole  confidence,  and  to  dread   the  e^edl  of  his 
difpleafurc  Ihould  he  negleA  to  acquit  himfelf  of 
his  duty    to  him.     This   folcmnity  ends   with   a 
feafl,  and  the  cuflom  is  likewife  to  prick  on  the 
body  of  the  child  the  figure  of  his  O  K  K  I,    or 
M  A  N  I  T  O  U.    It  would  feem  that  fo  folemn  an 
engagement,  the  mark  of  which  can  never  be  ef- 
faced, ought  to  be  inviolable  •,  a  very  fmall  matter 
is  however  fufFicicnt  to  break  it. 

The  Indians  are  not  eafily  brought  to  con'^efs 
themfelves  in  the  wrong,  even  to  their  gods  them- 
felves,  and  make  nomanner  of  difficulty  in  juftifying 
themfelves  at  their  expence  :  thus  whenever  they  are 
under  the  necefTity  either  of  condemning  them- 
felves or  their  tutelar,  the  blame  is  always  thrown 
upon  the  latter,  and  they  apply  to  anotner  with- 
out any  ceremony,  only  obferving  the  fame  rights 
as  to  the  former  :  The  women  have  alfo  their  Ma- 
nitous,  or  Okkis,  but  are  far  from  paying  them 
the  fame  rel^eft  with  the  men,  perhaps  from  their 
giving  them  Icfs  employment. 

To  all  thefe  genii  are  offered  difi'ercnt  forts  ot 
offerings,  or  if  you  will  facrifices.  They  throw 
iato  the  rivers  and  Jakes  tobacco  or  birds,  which 
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have  been  ftnngleu,  in  oui-r  to  render  tlie  f;ocl  o 
the  writers  pr(.^  i 
fomedmes  t 


tious.     In  hotioui  or  the  luii,  ar.J 
ven  ot  inlcriur  Ipirits,    they  throw  into 


the  lire  all  forts  of  uielui  things,  and  fiich  as  they 
believe  tliey  owe  to  them.  This  is  fbmetimes  done 
c  of  p-  atitudc,   but  ottner  tVon^.  intereiled  views. 
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theie  |)eop!e  not  bcin:^  fufceprible  of  any  fentiment.'^ 
of  afi-rdi'.n  towards  their  cUvinities.  They  ob- 
lerve  alfo  on  <ome  occafions  a  fort  of  libations, 
and  all  this  accom[)anied  with  invocations,  wrapt  up 
in  mvflerious  terms,  which  they  have  never  been 
able  to  explain  to  Kuropeans,  whether  it  be  that 
thcfe  r^r  botijm  have  no  figsilicarion  at  all,  or 
that  fhc  r^pfe  h::s  bf^en  loft,  whillt  tlie  words  by 
which  the  tn  'ition  has  been  tranfmitted  have 
1  n  prelervL.J  ;  and  i  crhaps  too,  they  may  be 
wii!inr»  to  make  a  myltcr*  of  it.  We  alfo  meet 
with  collars  of  porcelain,  tobacco,  maize,  peafc, 
and    whole  animals,  efpeially   dogs,  on  the  fides 
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cut  or  dnn^o'ous  roads  on    ocks,  or  near 


caiaracls  whxh  are  fo  many  offerings  to  the  genii 
who  prtnde  in  ihefc  places.  I  formerly  faid  thut 
the  dog  wa"^  rh'.'  vidim  mofl  commonly  ofi-ered  to 
them  ;  t'ncfe  are  hung  up,  and  even  fometinifs 
rJjve  by  tb.e  Iiind  feet,  and  fuffercd  to  die  mad. 
Tne  v\ar  fead,  which  a.lways  confifbs  of  dogs, 
may  alio  pals  ior  a  facrifice.  Laftly,  they  render 
nearly  the  fame  lionours  to  the  evil  genii  as  to 
thofe  which  pals  for  propitious,  when  they  have 
any  rcalbn  to  dread  their  malice. 

I'luis  Madam,  am.cngfl:  nations  v/ho  were  pre- 
tended to  have  no  idea  of  religion  or  of  a  deity, 
evtiy  chinL"  on  the  contrary  a|>pears  to  be  an  ob- 
]■  Lv  ot  relir'ious  worniii"),  (  r  UMfr  to  have  forne  re- 
j'uion  to  ii".  Some  have  imagined  tha:  their  fads 
had  no  other  end,  than  to  accudom  them   to  fup- 
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port  hiinp,er,  and  I  v/ill  allov/  that  this  moti"f 
liught  be  loine  part  of  the  r^^afon  or' this  u{.\^o.  j  but 
every  circumllance  with  which  they  arc  acconi^ia- 
nic(),  proves  that  rclijrion  has  rhe  greatcll  Iharc  in 
it  i  where  it  only  rhcir  extreme  attention  in  ob- 
Icrviiif^,  as  I  have  ah-fady  taken  notice,  vvhat 
dreams  they  have  diirino;  that  time,  it  bein^'  cer- 
tain that  fuch  dreams  are  luolced  L?pon  as  true 
oracles  and  warninr^s  from  lieaven. 

It  is  Hill  lefs  doubtful,  that  theii  vows  are  pure 
a(!:l:.s  ot  rehgion,  the  uiage  being  abfohitcly  the 
lame  in  this  refpc^t  ns  with  us.  For  example, 
when  thiy  happen  to  b:i  without  provifions,  as 
of  II  lalls  our  in  their  voyages  and  huntings,  chey 
}  rv)mife  their  genii  to  prefent  in  honour  of  them, 
a  portion  of  the  firil  beall  they  ihall  aiterwards 
kill  to  Tome  chief,  and  not  to  touch  a  morfel  of 
ir  nil  they  H-iall  have  acquitted  thcmfelves  of  their 
promife.  Should  this  h  ippcn  to  be  impnfriblc  by 
reafon  of  the  great  diicance  of  this  chief,  they 
burn  the  part  aliotied  ibr  him,  and  thus  Hiake  ic 
a  kind  of  facrificc. 
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Formerly  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Acadia,  had  in  their  country  near  the  fca-fhore,  a 
tree  extremely  ancient,  of  wliich  they  relate  many 
wonders,  and  which  was  always  loaden  witii  of- 
ferings. After  the  fea  had  laid  open  its  whole  root, 
it  ftill  fupported  itfelf  a  long  time  almoil  in  tlie 
air,  aj:i;ainfl:  the  violence  of  rlic  winds  and  waves, 
which  confirmed  thofe  Indians  in  the  notion,  that 
tliis  tree  mult  be  the  abode  of  fomc  powerful  ipi- 
rit,  nor  was  its  fall  even  capable  of  unde-civing 
them,  fo  that  as  long  as  the  fnialieit  part  of  its 
branches  appeared  above  water,  they  paid  It  the. 
lame  honours  as  whilil  it  flood. 
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Moil   of    their  teftivals    fongs  anJ  dances  alio 
appeared  to   me  to  have  tiicir  oiiizin  in  religion, 
and  to  prcTcTVe  fcveral  traces  of  it  •,    but  one  mull 
be  vt  ry  Ih.irp-  lighted,  or  r..ther  one  mull  have  a 
very   ftrong  imagination  to  perceive  w1k.c  certain 
travellers  pretend  to  have  difcovercsl  m  them.    I 
have  known  Ibme  perlbns,    who  not  being  able  to 
get  it  out  of   their   luads,    that  our   Inuians   arc 
defccndcd  from  the  ancient  Hebrews,  fimi  in  every 
thing  a  llrong  rclemblance  between  thefe  barba- 
rians and  the  people  ol   God.    It  is  true  there  arc 
fomc  cufloms  which  liave  ibme  appear.! nee  or  diis, 
iiich  as   not  to  make  ui'c  ot"  knives  in  certain  re- 
palls,  and  not  to  break  the  bones  of  the  bealls 
eaten  in  them  ;  and  i'uch  alfo  is  the  ieparation  ot 
the  women   from  their   hufbands,    during  certain 
infirmities  of  the  fex.     And  fome  have  even  heard, 
or  at  lealt   have  thought  they   heard  them   pro- 
nounce the  word  Ailehiiah  in  fome  of  their  longs. 
but  who  would  ever  believe  their  borinc;  their  car!? 
and  noltrils,   to  be  in  obedience  to  the  law  or  cir- 
cumrifion  ?     And  befidcs  who  does  not  kn'-w  thai 
the  rice  of  circumcifion,   is  more  ancient  than  tl\e 
law  which  ordaii.cd  the  oblcrvation  of  it  to  Ahra- 
ham  and  his  poflerity  ?     The  feall  winch  is  made 
on  their  rcrurn  Irom  huiitiijg,   and  in  whis  h  no- 
thing mull   be  left,  has  like  wife  been  taken  ior  a 
kind  of  I  lolocjud,   or  fur  a  relique  of  the  Jewilh 
palTuver,   and  the  rather,   fay  t-hc-y,  becaufe  whtri 
any  pcrfon  was  not   able;  to  get  the  better  oi  his 
own  portion,  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  the. 
aifiltance   of  his   nei-^hbouts,    as  was  the  praclice 
amongpL    tne    people    ot    God,    when    one    family 
were  not  able  to  eat  the  whole  Palchil  lamb. 

An  ancient  mifTionary,    wlio  'ived  lon^  amorgd 
the  Cutaways,    wiiics,   t:iaL  umongil  thefc  Indians 
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an  ok!  man  (!ot»s  tlie  oHkc  <,!'  a  pricfl  on  t!^.r  fcdi- 
v.iLs  i  have  Ixcn  jull  mentioning,  thit  he  Ivgms 
by  returnin:;  thanks  to  the  genii  lor  the  fucccls  ot 
the  huntin(r,  nnd  that  afterwards  another  pcilbii 
takes  a  ro  I  of  tobacco,  breaks  it  in  two  and  throws 
it  into  the  iirc.  What  is  certain  is,  that  thole  who 
have  cited  tht  m  as  a  proof  of  the  pofiibihty  ot 
athc'ilm,  properly  To  caHcd,  w(rc  not  acquainted 
wiih  tiiem.  Jt  is  true  they  never  dilcouik;  about 
rchpjion,  and  that  their  extreme  indok'nce  and  in- 
diiicn  nee  on  tins  po  nr,  has  always  been  the  great- 
clt  obdaclc  to  their  converfion  to  Chrillianity,  bur 
tlie  IhiaHefl  acqi.aintancc  with  thcni  is  fuffieient  to 
confute  thole,  who  lay  they  liave  no  iJ.ea  of  a 
dcicy.  Indolence  is  ihiir  predoin  nant  pallion  i  it 
even  appears  in  their  moll  important  affairs,  but 
in  fpite  of  this  delect,  and  even  in  f])icc  of  that 
ipirit  of  independance  in  which  they  are  brought 
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more  (lavilli    refpccff  to  the  Deity,   ot  whom   iheir 

ideas  arc  very  contufcil,  fo  that  tliey  never  attribute 
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y  thing   to   chance,  and   derive  an  omen   trom 


them,  as  I   have  aheady  remarked,  a  declaraiiuii 
of  the  will  ut  heaven. 
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I  have  read  in  fome  memoirs,  that  among  feve- 
ral  nations  on  this  continent,  there  were  formerly 
young  women  who  livul  feparate  from  all   com- 
merce with  men,  and  who  never  married.     I  am 
neither  able  to  vouch  nor  contradict   this  aflertion. 
Virginiry   is   in   itfelf  fo  pcrfed"  a   Date,    tliat   we 
ought  not  to  be  furprized  it   iLo'ild  have  been  re- 
Ipected  in  all  countries  in  the  world  ;    but  our  moll 
ancient    milfionaries  never  make  meiuion,  at  leall 
as  iar   as  1   know   of  theie   vellals,  tliOUgh  leveral 
of  them  a^iree  in  the  efteem  in  wh'ch  celibacy  was 
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^""eld  in  fomc  countries.  I  even  find  that  amongfc 
^he  j-lurons  and  Iroquois,  there  were  nut  long  fince 
reclufes,  who  obferved  continence,  and  they  Ihcw 
certain  very  ialjtary  plants  which  have  no  virtue, 
according  to  the  Indians,  exc^'pt  they  are  employed 
by  virgin  hands. 

The  bell  eftablifhcd  opinion  amons;!!:  our  Ame 
ricans  is,  that  of  the  immortality  ot  the  loul. 
Tiiey  do  not  however  believe  it  to  be  purely  Ipiri- 
tual  more  than  their  genii,  and  to  tell  truth,  arc  in- 
capable of  giving  any  diftini^l  definition  ot  either. 
If  you  afi<.  them  wliat  they  think  ct  their  loul?, 
tliey  anfwcr,  that  they  are  like  lb  mary  lliadowr, 
and  living  images  ol  tiie  body,  and  it  is  by  a  con 
fequcnce  of  C'.is  principle,  that  they  believe  every 
thing  in  the  univerfe  to  be  animated.  Ihus  it  is 
only  by  tradition  they  nave  received  this  notion 
of  the  immortality  of  the  foul.  And  in  the  dif- 
ferent exprefiions  they  make  ufc  of,  in  explaining 
themfelves  on  this  lubjedt,  they  frequently  confound 
the  foul  Vvitli  its  laculties,  and  thefe  again  with 
tiicir  operations,  though  they  very  well  know  how 
to  diflinguiih  them,  when  they  have  a  mind  to 
fpeak  witji  accuracy. 

They  maintain,  likewiie,  that  the  f^ul  when 
fcparated  from  the  body,  prcfcrves  the  fame  in- 
cimations  and  p.illions  it  had  in  its  former  unre, 
and  this  is  the  reaion  why  they  bury  along  with  the 
dead,  the  tilings  they  imagine  they  may  (land  in 
need  or.  I'hey  are  even  perfuadcd,  that  i*-  re- 
mains hovrring  about  the  carcafc  until  the  fcilival 
of  the  dead,  ct  vvi.ieh  I  fjiall  give  you  an  account 
by  and  by  ;  and  that  alterv.ards  it  goes  into  the 
country  of  i(:uls,  wh.re,  according  to  fume,  it  is 
transfoimed  into  a  rorroiie. 

Ihere 


(  ^5Z  ) 
There  are  others  who  acknowledge  two  fouls  in 
men  ;  to  the  one,  they  attribute  every  thing  1  have 
been  juft  now  ipeaking  of,  and  pretend  that  the 
other  never  quits  the  body,  unlefs  ir  is  to  pais 
into  fome  other,  which  however  happens  only,  fay 
they,  to  the  fouls  of  little  children,  which  having 
enjoyed  but  a  Ihort  term  of  liib,  obtain  leave  to 
begin  a  new  one.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  they 
bury  children  by  the  high-way  fides,  that  the  wo- 
men who  pafs  that  way  may  colled  their  fouls. 
Now  thefe  fouls  which  are  i'uch  faithful  compa- 
nions to  their  bodies  mufl  be  fed,  and  it  is  in  order 
to  difcharge  this  duty,  th.it  eatables  are  laid  upon 
their  tombs  ;  but  this  is  of  fliort  continuance,  fo 
that  the  fouls  muft  begin  in  time  to  learn  to  fall. 
They  are  fometimcs  hard  enough  put  to  it  to  fub- 
liil  the  living,  without  thL-  additional  charge  of 
feeding  the  dead. 
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One  thing  with  refpe6t  to  which  the  Indians  are 
nevtr  forgetful,  let  them  be  in  ever  fo  great  an  ex- 
•■rcmity,  whereas  amongft  us  the  living  are  enrich- 
ed by  the  fpoils  of  the  dead  ;  the  Indians  on  the 
contrary,  not  only  carry  along  with  them  to  the 
grave  every  thing  that  belonged  to  them,  but  alio 
receive  prefents  of  their  relations  and  friends  be- 
fides.  For  this  reafon  they  were  extremely  fcan- 
dalized,  on  feeing  the  French  open  the  fepulchcrs 
in  order  to  ilrip  the  dead  of  their  robes  of  beaver 
Ikins.  Tombs  are  held  fo  facrcd  in  this  country, 
that  to  violate  them  is  the  greatefl  hollility  that  can 
he  committed  againil  a  nation,  and  the  llrongeft 
proof  that  you  let  them  at  defiance. 

I  have  already  faid,  that  the  fouls,  when  the  time 
of  leaving  their  bodies  forever  is  come,  go  into  a 
region  which  is  alloiccd  tor  their  eveilafting  abode. 
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This  country  fay  the  Indians,  lies  very  far  to  {\v 
weilward  \o  that  the  fouls  are  Tcveral  months  in 
arrivinp;  at  it.  They  have  even  vail  difficu  ties  to 
furmount,  and  are  expofcd  to  prodigious  dan^.'jers  by 
the  way.  They  above  all  things  talk  much  of  a 
river  they  have  to  pafs,  and  on  which  many  have 
been  lliipwrcckcd  ;  of  a  dog  from  wl  om  hey 
have  much  ado  to  defend  themlelves,  of  a  place 
oF  torment  where  they  expiate  their  fit.s  ;  of  ano- 
ther, where  the  Ibuls  of  thofe  prifoners  of  war  who 
have  been  burned  are  tormented,  and  where  they 
arrive  as  late  as  poflible. 

This  notion  is  the  reafon  why  after  the  death  of 
thefe  wretches,  they  take  great  care  to  vific  every- 
place near  their  cabbins,  ilriking  inceffantly  with 
rods  and  raifing  the  mod  hideous  cries,  in  order 
to  drive  the  fouls  to  a  diftance,  and  to  keep  them 
from  Jurking  ?.bout  their  cabbins,  in  order  to  re- 
venge the  torments  they  have  made  them  under- 
go. The  Iroquois  fay,  that  Atahenftic  has  her 
common  refidcnce  in  this  tartarus,  and  that  her 
fole  occupation  is  the  feducing  of  fouls  to  their 
deftrudion  ;  but  that  Joufkeka  omits  nothing  to 
fecure  them  aguHil  the  wicked  defignsof  hisgrantl- 
mother.  Amoni^ift'  the  iabulous  tiories  of  what 
paflcs  in  the  lower  regions,  and  which  refemble  io 
much  thofe  in  Homer  and  Virgil,  there  is  one 
which  feems  to  have  been  copied  from  the  fable  oi 
Orpheus  and  Euridice,  in  which  there  hardly  wants 
any  thing,  except  to  change  the  names. 
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Moreover,  Madam,  this  happinefs,  which  the 
Indians  hope  to  enioy  in  their  imaginary  Klylium, 
is  not  believed  to  be  the  recompenfe  of  virtue 
only  -,  to  have  been  a  good  hunter,  brave  in  war, 
fortunate  in  all  one's  enterprifes,    to  have  killed 

and 
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and  burned  a  great  number  of  enemies,    are  the 
ible  merits  which  entitle  them  to  thi.  paradile,    the 
whole  fehcity  of  which  confills  in  an  inexliaufliblc 
plenty  of  game  aiid  fifties,   an  everlafting  fpring, 
a  vait  abundance  of  all  things  without  being  oblig- 
ed to   work,   and  a    full  fatisfadion  of    all  their 
fenfual    appetites.      Thefe   are   likewifc   the   only 
bleffings  they  aflc  of  their  gods  in  their  life-time. 
All  their  fongs,    which  are  originally  their  prayers, 
have  no  other  theme  btfides  the  goods  of  this  life, 
there  being  not  the  leaft  mention  any  more  than 
in  their  vows  of  an  hereafter  ;  they  arc  certain  of 
being  happy  in  the  other  world  in  proportion  to 
their  happinefs  in  this. 

The  fouls  of  beads  have  alfo  a  place  in  the  in- 
fernal regions,   and  are  according  to  the  Indians 
immortal,  as  well  as  ours  -,  they  even  acknowledge 
in  them  a  kind  of  reafon,  and  not  only  every  fpe- 
cies,  but  every  individual  animal,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve them,  has  it*5  tutelary  genius.      In  a  word 
they  hold  no  difference  between  us,   and  the  brutes 
but  in   degree  only.    Man,  fay  they,    is  king  of 
the  animals,  who  have  all  of  them  the  fame  fa- 
culties, but  that   man  poflefles  them  in  a  very  fu- 
perior  degree.     They  hold  like  wife   that  in  hell 
there  are  models  of  fouls  of  all  kinds,  but  they 
give  themfelves   very  little  trouble   in  explaining 
this  notion,  and  in  general  concern  themfelves  very 
little  with  matters  of  pure  fpeculation :    have  the 
faged  philofophers    of  Pagan  antiquity  who  have 
been  at  fo  much  pains  to  explain  them,  been  much 
more  fuccefsful  than  they  ?    It  is  impofTiblc  to  walk 
fafely  am'dft  thefe  abfurdities,  but  by  the  torch  of 
faith. 

There 
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Thci'c  is  nothing  in  which  thcfc  barbarians  car- 
ry their  Uiperftirion  to  a  more  extravagant  length, 
thin  in  what  regards  dreams;   but  they  vary  gaat- 
ly  in  their  manner  of  explaining  thenTclves  on  this 
point.     Sometimes  it  is  the  realbnable  ^oul  wliich 
ranges  abroad,  whilft  the  fenlitive  Ibul  continues 
to  anim.atc  the  body.     Somctin.-^s  it  is  the  familiu- 
l^enius,  who  gives  falutary  coLincil   with  refpecl  to 
\vhat  is  going  to  happen.     Sometimes  it  is  a  vifit 
made    by   the  foul    of  the  objed  of    which   he 
dreams.     But  in  whatever  manner  the  dream  is 
conceived,  it  is  always  looked  upon  as  a  thing  fa- 
cred,  and  as  the  moft  ordinary  way  in  which  the 
sods  make  known  their  will  to  men. 
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Filled  with  this  idea,  they  cannot  conceive  how 
we  fhoulu  pay  no  regard  to  them.  For  the  moll 
part  they  look  upon  them  either  as  a  defire  of  the 
Ibul  infpired  by  P)me  genius,  or  an  order  trom  him; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  principle,  they  hold  it  a 
religious  duty  to  obey  them  ;  and  an  Indian  ha- 
ving dreamed  of  having  a  finger  cut  off,  had  it 
realJy  cut  off  as  foon  as  he  awoke,  after  having 
prepared  himfelf  tor  this  important  action  by  a 
feaft.  Another  having  dreamed  of  being  prifoncr 
and  in  the  hanr^s  of  his  enemies,  was  much  at  a  lofs 
what  to  do  •,  he  confulted  the  jugglers,  and  bv 
their  advice,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  tied  to  a  poll  and 
burnt  in  fevcral   t^arts  of  the  body. 

There  are  happy  and  unhappy  dreams.  For 
indance,  to  dream  of  Iceing  a  great  number  oi 
elk^^  is,  fay  they,  a  (Ign  of  life  ;  but  to  dream  of 
feeing  bears,  denotes  that  the  party  is  fi:on  to  die. 
I  have  already  fait!,  tliat  vv'e  muft  except  thofe  times 
in  which  they  prepare  thcmfclves  for  the  huntin.o; 


(  157  ) 
oi  thcfc  animals.  But  in  order  to  fhew  you,  Ma- 
dam, to  what  a  length  thefe  barbarians  carry  their 
extravagance,  with  regard  to  dreams,  I  will  relate 
to  you  a  hO:  attefted  by  two  irreproachable  perlons 
who  were  eye  witncfles  to  it. 


Two  mllTionaries  were  traveling  in  the  com- 
pany of  Ibme  Indians,  and  one  night  as  their 
njiiides  were  in  a  profound  deep,  one  of  them  a- 
waked  luddenly  quite  out  of  breath,  making  ef- 
forts to  cry  out,  and  beating  hinifelf  as  if  he  had 
been  poflefTed  with  fome  devil.  The  noife  he 
made  foon  waked  every  body  :  they  at  firft  thought 
the  man  mad  ;  they  leized  him  and  tried  eve- 
ry means  to  bring  him  to  himf^if,  but  all  to 
no  purpofe  :  his  fury  continued  to  encreafc  and 
as  they  were  no  longer  able  to  hold  liim,  they 
j.id  all  the  arms  for  tear  of  the  worfl.  Some  of 
them  afterwards  bethought  themfelves  of  preparing 
ior  him  a  beverae;e  made  of  certain  herbs  of  i^reat 
virtue  •,  but  when  they  were  leail  aware  the  pa- 
tient leaped  into  the  river. 

lie  was  immediately  drawn  our,  and  though  he 
confeficd  he  was  cold,  he  refufcd  to  come  near  a 
uood  fire  that  had  been  juft  lir^htcd  :  he  fat  down 
at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  and  as  he  appeared  more  com- 
pofed,  they  brought  him  the  drau;  ht  they  had  pre* 
pared  for  him.  It  is  to  this  child,  laid  he,  you 
muft  give  it,  pointing  to  a  bears  ikin  ftufl'ed  with 
ifraw  i  he  was  obeyed,  and  the  whole  of  the  be- 
verage was  poured  down  the  throat  of  the  animal. 
They  then  afked  what  had  been  the  matter  with 
liim  ?  I  dreamed,  faid  he,  that  a  racoon  had 
got  into  my  belly.  They  all  burllout  a  laughing, 
but  there  was  a  neceflity  of  curing  his  diflempered 

imagination,  which  was  done  in  this  manner. 
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They  all  fell  to  counterfeit  the  madman,  crying 
with  all  their  might,  that  they  had  animals  in  their 
bellies,    but  added,    that  they  were   unwilling  to 
throw  themfelvcs  into  ihe  river  in  order  to  dil- 
lodge  them,  on  account  of  the  cold  •,    and  that  they 
thought  fweacing  a  much  better  way.     Our  hypci- 
condriac  touiid  tiiis  propolal  excellent  ;  a  itove  was 
immediareiy  ereded,  into   which  they  all   entered 
with  loud  cries,  every  one   endeavouring  to  coun- 
terfeit   the   cry    of  the    animal   he   pretended  to 
have  in  his  b.-lly,  one  a  goofe,  another  a  duck,  a 
third  a  buftard,  and  a  fourth  a  frog  -,    the  dream- 
er alfo  counterfeited  the  cry  of  a  racoon.      But  what 
is  really  ridiculous  is,  that  all  the  refb  beat  meafurc, 
flriking   with  all   their  might   upon  his  fhouldcrs, 
with   defiiin  to  iacio-ue  him,  and  ca  ife  him  to  tall 
afleep.     'i'o  any  other  than  an  Indian,  he  had  what 
was  fufficient  to  hinder  him   irom  clofing  his  eyes 
for  feveral  days  ;    they  hcjwever  fucceeded  in  what 
they  intended.     The  patient  flept  long,  and   at  his 
waking  found  himfelr  perfedly  cured,  being  neither 
fenlible  of  the  Iweating  which  mull  have  exhauiled 
him,  nor  ot  the  blov/s  and  bruifes  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  having  loft  the  remembrance  even  oi 
the  very  dream  which  had  coft  him  lb  dear. 


ft 


But  it  Is  not  only  he  who  dreams  that  is  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  obligations,   he  believes   he  is  laid   under 
by  the  dream  :      it  v/ould  be  a  crime,  in  any  pcrlen 
to  refufe  him,  what   lie  has  deHred  in   his  dream, 
and  you  may  very  wdi  judge,   [vladam,  with  whai 
coniequcnces  this  is   likely  to  be  attended.     But  a^ 
the  Indians  are  not  much  governed  by  felf-interelt. 
this  principle   is  attended  with    lefs   abufe  than  1:: 
v.'ouLl  be  any  where  tile  j    and   befides,  everyone, 
may  uL  it  in  his  turn.     If  the  thing  defired  happei: 
to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  not  to  be  capable  of  beini; 
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fiirninied  by  a  private  perfon,  the  public  take  the 
obligation  ot  it  upon  themfelvcs,  and  even  iliould 
they  be  obliged  to  go  in  qucd  of  it  five  hundred 
leagues,  it  muft  be  iound,  coil  what  it  will ;  and 
when  it  has  once  been  obtained,  it  is  inconceivable 
with  what  care  it  is  preferved.  If  it  iiappen  to  be 
any  inanimate  thing,  they  are  more  at  eafe  ;  but 
if  an  animal,  its  death  occafions  a  lurprizing 
anxiety. 

The  affair  becomes  flill  more  fcrious,  fhould  any 
one  take  it  into  his  head  ro  dream  that  he  cuts  the 
throat  ot:  another,  for  he  will  certainly  accompliOi 
It  if  he  can  ;  but  woe  to  him,  in  his  turn,  fhould 
a  third  perfon  dream  that  he  revenges  the  dead. 
They  may,  hov/cver,  eafily  extricate  themfclves 
from  fucii  difficulties,  provided  they  have  prefence 
of  mind  immediately  to  oppofe  to  fuch  a  dreain 
another  which  conrradicls  it.  *'  1  plainly  fee", 
fiys  the  firfl  dreamer,  in  that  cafe,  ''  that  your 
"  fpirit  is  ilronger  than  mine,  fo  let  us  mention 
"  it  no  more."  They  are  not  all,  however,  fo  ea- 
fily brought  to  relinquifh  their  purpofe ;  but 
there  art  few  who  may  not  be  fatisiied,  or  in  other 
words,  have  their  genius  appealed  by  ibme  fmall 
prefcnt. 


J'i; 


I  do  not  know  whether  religion  has  any  (hare  in 
what  is  commonly  called  the  feftival  of  dreams^ 
to  which  the  Iroquois  and  fomc  others  have  with 
more  propriety,  given  the  appellation  of  the  turn- 
ing of  the  head.  This  is  a  fort  of  Bacchanalian  ce- 
remony which  commonly  lads  fifteen  days,  and 
is  celebrated  towards  the  end  of  winter.  There  is 
no  fpecies  of  folly  which  is  not  then  committed  •, 
every  one  running  from  cabbin  to  cabbin,  difguifed 
in  a  thoufand  different  fliapcs,   all  of  them  equally 
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ridiculous,  breaking  and  dcftroylng  every  thing, 

no  one  daring  to  oppofe  thcni.     Whoever  won  Id 

avoid  futh  a  confufion,  and  not  be  expofcd  to  all 

the  outrages  he  mufl  fuffer  on  this  occafion,  ought 

to  take  care  to  abfent  himfelf.     The  moment  any 

of  thole  Bacchanalians  meet  with  any  one  he  gives 

him  his  dream  to  interpret,  which   if  he   does,  it 

is  certainly  at  his  own  cod,    as  he  is  obiiged  to 

rrocure  whatever  be  has  dreamed  of.     The  teflival 

ended,    every  thing   is  reftored,   a  great   feaft   is 

made,  wh   >  th^"  art  fokly  intent  on  repairing  the 

damages  d-'irc,  the  mafjuerade,  which  are  moft 

commonly  ia;    iurn  being  inconfiderable  ;  for  this 

is    likewife    one    c.     thofe    opportunities    which 

are    waited    for   in  filence,    in    order   to    give    a 

hearty    drubbing    to    thofe,     from    whom     they 

imagine    they    liave    received    any    affront :     but 

the   feaft    being   over,    every  thing  is  to  be  for- 


gotten. 


I  find  a  dcfcript'on  of  one  of  thefe  feftivals  in 
the  journal  of  a  milTionary,  who  was,  contrary 
to  his  inclination,  fpedator  of  one  of  them  at 
Onnontaguo.  '1  his  was  proclaimed  22d  of  Febru- 
ary, the  proclamation  being  made  by  the  elders, 
with  as  much  formality  as  if  it  had  been  an  affair 
of  State.  This  was  fcarce  over,  when  men,  wo- 
men, and  children  were  running  about  almoft  en- 
tirely naked,  although  it  was  then  intoUerably 
cold.  At  firfl:  they  viHted  every  cabbin,  then  they 
wandered  about  for  fome  time  on  all  fides,  with- 
out knowing  whither  they  went,  or  what  they 
wouLl  be  at  •,  one  would  have  taken  them  for  fo 
many  drunken  perfons  or  madmen,  whom  fome 
fudden  tranfport  of  fury  had  driven  befides  them- 
fuves. 
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Many  were  fatisfied  with  having  indulged  them^ 
felvcs  in  this  piece  of  folly,  and  appeared  no  more. 
But  the  reft  refolvcd  to  make  ufe  ol-  the  privilege  of 
the  ieftival,  during  which  they  are  reputed  as  per- 
Tons  out  of  their  frnfes,  and  confequcntly  as  not 
accountable  for  what  they  do,  and  accordingly  em- 
brace fuch  opportunity  of  revenging  their  |  rivate 
quarrels,  which  on  this  occafion  they  did  mofb  ef- 
fectually. Upon  fome  they  threw  water  by  whole 
pail-fulls,  which  freezing  immediately  pierced  with 
cold  thoi'e  upon  whom  it  fell.  On  others  they 
threw  hot  afhes,  or  all  manner  of  filth ;  fome 
threw  fire-brands  or  burning  coals  at  the  head  of 
the  firfl  pcrfon  they  met;  others  deftro)ed  every 
thing  in  the  cabbins,  fell  upon  thof'i  to  whom 
they  bore  any  grudge  or  fpite,  and  loaded  the.  t 
with  blows.  In  order  to  be  delivered  from  "'  is 
perfecution,  it  was  neceffary  to  guefs  their  dre'  ii 
of  which  it  was  frequently  impoflible  to  have  ai:'/ 
manner  of  conception. 

The  mifllonary  and  his  companion  were  often 
on  the  point  of  being  more  than  bare  fpedlators  of 
this  extravagance  :  one  oi  thofe  madmen  went  in* 
to  a  cabbin  where  they  had  feen  them  take  refuge 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fray.  I.urkily  for  them 
thty  had  jufl  left  it,  otherwife  t.irre  is  reafon  to 
believe,  this  furious  fellow  would  have  done  them 
a  mifchicf.  Difconcerted  by  their  retreat,  he  cried 
out  that  he  wanted  fomebody  to  guef>  his  dream, 
and  that  he  would  be  fati^tLd  on  the  fpct :  Some 
delay  being  macie  he  fakl,  1  will  kill  a  French- 
man ;  immediately  the  owner  of  the  cabbin  threw 
him  a  French  coat,  which  he  ran  through  in  feve- 
ral  places. 
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Tlvcii  the  pciTon  wl\o  IikI  thrown  him  the  coat 


fill 


111.' 


\n 


his  turn  into  a  lurv,   cried  out  that  he 


wouki  revenge  the  French,  and  that  he  would  re- 
duce tiic  wh(d;:  vill.ige  to  r.lhcs :  l\c  bc<jan  by 
tc  hi^  own  c;ibbin  in  whicli  this  Iccpl'  had 


fee: 


inf^  fire 


m- 


palfed,  anti  evt.y  body  Invipo-  left  ir,  he  fluit  h 
felt  up  ill  It.     The  fire  wh.ch  was  kindled   in  fc- 
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I  pKi'cs  h,:d  not  as  vet  broke  ou%  when  one  of 


I  and  was  K'dn";  to  enter  ir, 
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wlicn  being  told  vvh.:t  hid   hippened,   and  fearin 

what  mighr  happen  to  ids  h  (1,  he  broke  open  the 

door,    laid   hoM  <  n    tiie  Indian,  t'lrned   him  our, 

cxtinguillied  tl^e   fire,   and   Hint  hinifelF  U[i  in  the 

cabbin.     Mis   IvMi  in  tiie  mean  time  ran  through 

the  whole  villaG;e,   cryinp;  out  th:it  he  would  ict  it 


on  rir> 


•a"' 


a  do:.?:  was  then  tnrovvn 


to  1 
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that  he  would  latiate  his  rage  upon  tids  animal,  but 
he  laid,  this  was  (bli  not  iulHcient  to  repair  the 
alTront  that  h-.d  been  done  hrm,  by  killing  a  French- 
man in  his  cabl)in  ;  upon  which  they  threw  him  a 
fecond  which  he  cut  in  pieces,  and  hi^  tranfpoit 
immediately  ceaied. 

This  man  ha.)  a  brother,  who  had  a  mind  to  play 
his  part  likewifc.  He  dieded  himfelt  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  fatyrs  are  rcprefented,  being 
covered  all  over  from  head  to  foot  vvith  the  leaves 
of  maize  :  he  cauled  equip  two  women  like  me- 
greras,  their  f;ices  being  blacked,  their  hair  diflv.  v  i* 
ed,  a  wolfs  iKin  over  their  body,  and  a  Hake  in  their 
hands.  Thus  efcortcd  he  went  tliroucih  all  the 
cabbins,  crying  out  and  howling  with  all  his  might i 
he  clambered  up  their  roofs,  where  he  played  a 
thoufand  tricks,  with  as  much  dexterity  as  the  moll 
experienced  rope-daneer  could  have  done,  then  he 
fent  forth  dreadful  cries,  as  if  fome  Q;reat  misfor- 
tune  had  beiallen  himj    afterwards  he  came  dov^n, 

and 
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and  walked  [rravtly  along,  preceded  bv  his  two 
bacchanalians,  who  bcinf.^;  feized  with  the  fime 
j)hren/.y  in  their  turn,  overthrew  every  thiii  ^  they 
met  with  in  their  way.  Thefe  were  Icarce  reco- 
vered from  t\\h  maihuTs  or  wearied  v/irh  rhrir  part, 
when  another  woman  iucceeded  in  their  ^.)lace,  en- 
tered the  iabbin,in  which  were  the  two  jeiuits,  arm- 
ed with  a  muiket,  (he  had  ju(l  got  by  propounding 
a  dream  to  be  explained,  and  lung  the  war  long 
making  a  tlioufand  imprecations  if  Ihc  did  not 
make  lome  priloners. 

A  warrior  folk) wed  clofe  after  this  Amazon,  2^ 
bow  and  arrow  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other  a  bayo- 
net. After  he  had  made  his  throat  fore  with  cry- 
ing, he  fuddenly  Itll  upon  a  woman  who  was  not 
in  the  leafl  aware  of  it,  held  his  bayonet  to  her 
throat,  feized  her  by  the  hair,  cut  off  a  handful  of 
it,  and  fo  went  off.  Next  appeared  a  juggler  hokl- 
ing  in  his  hand  a  ftaff  adorned  with  feathers,  by 
means  of  v>'hich  he  boafled  that  he  could  divine 
the  mod  fecret  and  hidden  tranfaftions.  An  In- 
dian accompanied  bearing  a  vafe  filled  with  I  know 
not  what  liquor,  of  which  he  gave  him  to  drink 
from  time  to  time  •,  the  quack  had  no  fooner  puc 
it  to  his  lips  than  he  thruft  it  from  him  again, 
blowing  on  his  hands  and  ftaff,  and  at  each 
time  divining  all  fuch  riddles  as  were  propofed 
to  him. 


Two  women  came  afterwards,  giving  it  to  be 
underftood,  that  they  wanted  fomething.  One  of 
them  immediately  fpread  on  the  ground  a  mattrefs, 
by  which  it  was  divined  that  fhe  wanted  feme  filh, 
which  were  accordingly  given  her.  The  other  car- 
ried a  mattock  in  her  hand,  by  which  they  con- 
ceived Ihe  wanted  a  field  to  labour,  (he  was  there- 

M  ?:  fore 


Jk' '  ■'  I 


'IP  ?! 


ft      ^^'TBipil    if- 


:<■■■    ,     I 


164  ) 

fc)rc  ktl  without  the  vilhr;,c,  ai.J  immediately  \\:x\ 
\v:i  rajuell  grai  ted  her.  A  chief  had  divamed,  as 
he  laid,  of  lleino;  tv^o  human  hc:irts:  the  dream 
coiikl  nut  be  c\[)\  ined  whi^  h  eauled  univerlal 
anxiety  -,  tl.is  perlon  mad.  a  great  dral  of  noile 
about  ir,  lu  th..t  the  kail  was  piol^;ig  d  for  a  i!ay 
on  this  acioiiiU  :  but  all  was  to  1.0  purpofe,  lb 
that  he  wis  ol>!ige(i  to  be  fatisficd.  Sometimes 
were  fc-n  conipai.i.'^  of  armed  mm,  who  feeined 
ac  li  u.ey  were  j_zoin^';  to  en;.';age  •,  fomctinics 
tK^ops  of  dai)ceis,  playin^^  all  loit..  ot  farces.  This 
niadnefs  laded  four  flays,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
ufui  time  of  it  had  been  abridj^ed,  in  confideration 
of  the  two  jeluits  ;  tluy,  however,  cc-mmitted 
full  as  many  dilordcrs  as  tlicy  ufed  to  do  in  fifteen. 
1  hey  had  moreover  this  further  regard  fortlie  mil'^ 
fiona'ies,  as  not  to  difturb  them  in  the  exercile  of 
their  tun<5lions,  nor  to  hinder  the  Chrifliuns  from 
pcrforaimg  their  rchgious  duties.  But  I  have  al- 
ready faid  enough  on  this  article ;  I  am  now  feai- 
ing  my  letter^  in  order  to  give  it  to  a  traveller,  who 
fets  out  for  the  colony,    and  am,   dec. 
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Sequel  of  the  1'niclitions  of  the  Indians. 
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Fort  on  the  River  St.  Jofcph^  Septemhcr  14,  1721. 

Madam., 

IT  is  now  three  days  flnce  I  fet  out  from  this 
place  tor  Chicagou,  by  coafting  along  the  fouth 
ihore  of  lake  Michigan  \  but  we  found  the  lake 
fo  llormy  that  we  relolved  to  return  hither  and  to 
feck  out  fome  other  way  to  reach  Lonifiana.  Our 
dt^parture  is  lixcd  on  the  16th,  and  I  am  going  to 
make  ufe  of  this  delay  of  two  days  to  continue  rny 
account  of  the  culloms  and  traditions  of  our  Ame- 
ricans. 

The  Indians,  with  refpefl  to  what  I  have  been 
fpeaking  of  .  \  my  lall:  letter,  acknowledge  only 
the  power  of  tiie  good  genii,  and  none  but  wizards 
and  fuch  as  havj  recourfe  to  witchcraft,  are  h'jki 
to  have  any  commerce  with  evil  fpirits  •,  and  it  is  the 
women  chiefly  who  exercifc  this  deteilable  profef- 
iion.     Their  profeficd  jugglers  not  only  do  not  ex- 
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crcifc  it  openly,  but  it  is  even  a  particular  ftudy 
With  them,  to  be  able  r  •  fludy  vv,t(hcr>itc,  r.nd  to 
hinder  its  peni;:i(<Lis  etT:  ds.  There  is  roth  ng  at 
bottv>m  in  .Ji  I  iiave  been  tol'1  on  this  \,l-.u\  but 
nieer  quucktiy  ;  romeriines  they  xtnidl  t  e  venom 
of  rcr,j>n'.b.  or  make  u'e  of  hirbs  gathered  at  cer- 
tain times,  while  they  are  prorouneing  cerr.ia 
words,  or  of  aiiimals  which  arr-  liril  iliMnJen, 
and  Ibme  i)artii  of  \^hich  are  aft.:rvv.;rds  thrown 
into  the  iiie. 


Amonnfl:  the  IlHnois  and  almoft  all  the  other 
nations,  '.lny  make  fmall  figures  lO  rrprtfent  thole 
whofe  days  they  have  a  mind  to  lliorten.  ::nd 
whicli  they  fLab  to  the  lieart.  At  other  limes  they 
take  a  llone,  and  by  means  ofceitn.n  invoc/tions, 
they  pr^tr  nd  to  form  fuch  another  in  the  heari  of 
their  enemy.  1  am  jerluaded  this  lijj)prrs  but  iei- 
dom,  provided  the  devil  has  no  flKire  \r.  it  •,  they 
are,  however,  in  luch  apprehenfion  of  n .agi.  ums, 
that  the  leait  fulpicion  c '  exercifing  this  proie::ion, 
js  fufficient  t'j  <  uule  a  perlon  to  be  torn  to  jirees. 
IVJotwitMbindii  g,  however,  the  danger  whieh  at- 
tends the  foliowmg  this  trade,  there  are  every- 
where perfons  who  have  no  other.  And  it  is  even 
true,  that  the  moO  fenlible  and  leall  credulous  per- 
fons, who  h.;V(.'  frequented  the  Inciians  ;;gree,  th:(t 
there  is  fometimes  more  than  mere  conceit  in  their 


magick. 


Now,  Madam,  is  it  to  be  thought,  that  thc(c 
inFidels  are  the  only  perfons  who  have  never  had 
any  wueicourfe  with  the  devil  }  And  what  ot'ier 
mafler  befides  this  wicked  fririt,  who  was  a  mur- 
dcrer  from  the  kp;,ni}r>\  could  have  taught  fo  ma- 
ny nations,  who  have  never  had  any  intercourfe 
one  with  another,  an  art,   which    v/e  cannot  hold 

as 
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as  entirely  imaginary,  without  conrradicTting  tlie 
holy  fcriptures  ?  \Ve  nniil'  therefore  confetj, 
that  the  infernal  powers  have  ibmc  nj^ents  upon 
earth,  but  th.ar  God  has  preicrlbed  very  narrow 
limir'-  to  th-ir  mahgnlty  ;  :nid  if  hi:  ion^times 
permits  us  to  feel  the  eiTe6ls  of  the  ]vj.ver  he  liatii 
thouf};hr  proper  to  fuffer  tiiem  to  poi.'els,  it  is  only 
in  order  to  manifeil  his  juflicc  and  mercy. 

Much  the  lame  thin??;  n-av  be  fa:u  of  the  iuo-- 
gle-'s  of  Canada,  wlio  j'iOi''..ls  cu  hiave  no  commerce 
but  with,  what  they  cab,  the  b;:nevoient  genii,  and 
by  v/hoie  means  they  boaft  of  knowin<ii;  what  palles 
i;:  the  mod  ('iflant  (ountrics,  and  in  tlie  remotef}-. 
futurity  ;  of  beifig  abbe  to  diicover  the  fource  and 
nature  of  the  moll  hidden  dileafes,  and  of  havin^i; 
the  fecret  of  curing  them  -,  to  difcern  the  part  that 
is  to  be  taken,  in  the  mod  perplexed  affairs ;  to 
explain  the  mod  objure  dreams;  to  make  the 
mod  difficult  riegociations  prove  iuccefsiui ,  and 
Lidiy,  to  render  the  gods  propitious  to  warriors 
and  hunters.  Thefe  pretended  good  genii  are  like 
all  tlie  gods  of  Pa;;:.'4nilm,  real  devils  which  re- 
ceived that  homage  which  is  due  to  God  alone,  and 
v.'hofe  iilufions  are  dill  nmre  dangerous  than  thofe 
of  the  evil  genii,  as  they  contribute  to  retain  their 
adorers  in  their  blind  devotion. 


I .    I 
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It  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  amongd  their  argents 
the  mod  audacious  are  always  the  moil"  refpeded, 
who  with  a  very  little  adt]refs,ealily  perluade  r:ations 
born  and  brought  up  in  luperdition.  And  al- 
thourh  they  have  k-cn  with  their  own  eyes  the 
birth  of  thofe  impodurrs,  yet  fliould  they  enter- 
tain a  defire  of  alciibing  to  themfitlves  a  fuperna- 
tural  birth,  they  find  perfons  ercdu'ous  enough  to 
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be  ieve  them  on  their  hare  word,  as  much  as  if 
they  had  I'een  them  dclcend  from  heaven,  and  who 
look  upvin  It  as  a  Ibrt  of  enchantmcr.t,  that  tht-y 
formerly  beiicvcdthem  born  Hkc  ocher  m'in  •,  thi  ir 
artifices  are,  however,  generally  fo  coarlc  and 
thread -bare,  that  there  are  none  beddes  fools  and 
children  deceived  by  them,  except  when  they  aft 
in  quality  of  phyficians  :  for  who  does  not  knov/ 
when  the  bulinefs  in  queftion  is  the  recovery  of 
one's  he.ilth,  ihat  the  mod  cxceiTive  crtdulicy  is  of 
all  counirics,  and  even  as  common  i.i  fuch  as 
picque  themfelves  moll  on  their  wifdom  as  in 
thole  v/liofe  underftandings  are  lefs  enlightened  ? 

After  all,  Madam,  I  repeat  it,  it  is  difliculc 
not  to  allow,  that  amongft  thele  infidels  there  are 
fome  things  very  capable  of  deceiving,  at  leajf,  the 
multitude.  I  have  heard  perfons  fay,  whole  vera- 
city and  wifdom  I  could  not  fur[)ed,  that  whin 
thefe  i'rpoftors  fhut  themfelves  up  in  a  ftove,  m 
order  to  n.ake  rliemfelves  ivveat,  which  is  one  or 
their  moil  common  preparations  for  their  illufions, 
they  djTer  in  nothing  trom  the  Pythias  or  fybils, 
«Lc  the  poets  reprefent  them  on  the  tripod:  that  they 
are  feen  to  tall  into  convuUions  and  excacies,  to  af- 
fume  r.  tone  of  voice,  and  to  perform  adions  which 
appf^ar  beyond  human  power,  and  which  infpire 
even  thote  fpecfators  wlio  have  the  llron<^eff 
difbelief  of  their  impoftures,  with  a  horror  and 
ailoniiihment,  which  they  are  unable  to  over- 
come. 


It  is  alfo  affirmed  that  they  fufler  greatly  on 
iphoie  occafiorif?,  and  that  there  are  fome  of  them 
who  are  ve  y  di  ficuhly  [)revailed  with,  and  even 
though  they  luve  been  very  well  paid  to  deliver 
themlelvcs  into  the  hand;i  of  the  fpirit  which  con- 
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vulfes  them.  But  we  are  not  to  believ?  that  there 
is  any  thing  fupcrnatural  in  this,  that  jutl:  after  co- 
rning OL't  ot  thofe  violent  Iweats  they  plunge  into 
cul>i  water,  and  even  fomt times  when  it  is  frozen, 
wiihout  tccHng  the  lead  inconvenience  from  it. 
This  is  common  to  them,  with  all  the  other  Indi- 
ans, and  even  with  other  northern  nations  *.  I'his 
ib  an  experiment,  which  fomewhat  difconcerts  the 
fcience  of  phyfick,  but  in  which  the  devil  has  cer- 
tainly no  manner  of  Ihare. 

It  is  alfo  certain,  that  their  jugglers  are  too  often 
true  in  their  predidions,  to  fuffcr  us  to  believe  that 
they  divine  at  random,  and  that  there  pafs  on 
thole  occafions,  things  which  it  is  almoft  impoITible 
to  acccount  for,  in  any  natural  way.  And  even 
the  very  pods  with  which  thele  doves  were  fupport- 
'^d,  have  been  ken  to  bend  to  the  earth,  vvhild  the 
iuggler  remained  motionlcf-  and  without  touching 
them,  and  whild  he  iweated  and  foretold  what  was  to 
happen.  The  letters  of  the  ancient  midionaries  are 
iilled  with  fads  which  leave  no  room  to  doubt, 
that  thefefeducers  have  a  real  compa6l  with  the  Fa- 
ther of  deceit  and  lies.  Several  Frenchmen  have 
told  me  the  fame  thing,  1  fliall  only  quote  one 
padage  which  I  have  from  the  fountain-head. 

You  have  feen  at  Paris,  Madame  de  Marfon,  and 
file  is  there  dill  •,  now  this  is  what  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil  her  fon-in-law  and  our  prefent  governor 
t'ljd  mc  this  winter,  and  which  he  had  from  this 
lady,  who  is  far  from  being  a  perfon  of  a  weak 
mind.  She  was  one  day  very  uneafy  about  M.  de 
Marfon,  htr  liufband  who  commanded  at  that  time 

in 
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*  The  poet  Rcgnard  aHlirrs  u?,  in  his  vo)ngc   to   Lapponia, 
that  he  has  fcen  the  iiitnc  thing  done  in  Hotiinia. 
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in  a  port:  in  Acadia ;  he  was  dill  abient,  thougli 
the  time  he  had  fixed  for  his  return  was  already 
pall.  An  Indian  v/onian  feeing  Madame  de  Mur- 
Ibn  lineafy,  afked  her  the  realon  of  it,  and  ha- 
ving learned  it,  told  her,  after  mufing  fome  time 
on  ir,  not  to  vex  herleii,  that  her  huiband  would 
return  luch  a  day  at  fuch  a  hour,  naming  both, 
with  a  grey  hat  on  his  head.  As  file  perceived  the 
lady  gave  no  credit  to  her  predi6tion,  Ihe  return- 
ed to  her,  at  the  day  and  hour  Ihe  h<.d  r.ffigned,  and 
afl<:ed  lier  whether  Ihe  would  not  come  to  fee  her 
hufband  arrive,  and  prelTed  her  lb  ftrongly  to  follow 
her,  that  at  laft  flie  led  her  to  the  bank  oF  the  ri- 
ver. They  had  fcarce  arrived  there,  when  Monf. 
de  Marlbn  appeared  in  a  canoe,  with  a  grey  hat  on 
his  head  -,  and  being  told  what  had  palTed,  alTured 
them,  that  he  wa:^  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
which  way  the  Indian  woman  could  know  the  day 
and  hour  of  his  arrival. 

This  example.  Madam,  with  m.an"  others  which 
I  know,  and  which'rare  no  lefs  certain,  prove,  ;;;,:r 
the  devil  is  fometimes  concerned  in  the  m..'^ic:k  of 
the  Indiaiis  ;  but  it  belongs  only,  fay  they,  to  the 
iufiolers  to  make  the  evocatioir,  when  the  bulinels 
is  ot  publick  concerii.  Jr  b  ructendcd  that  all  the 
Algone;i;ins  and  Abenaquis,  lormerly,  praclifed  a 
kind  of  pyromancy,  the  whole  myftery  of  whicli  is 
as  follows.  They  reduced  to  a  very  fine  powder 
fome  charcoal,,  made  of  cedar,  they  difpofed  this 
powder  in  their  own  manner,  and  afterwards  [tt  hrc 
to  it,  and  by  the  form  which  tliC  lire  took  whilil 
it  ran  along  this  powder,  they  pretended  to 
difcover  what  they  wanted  to  know.  They  add, 
rlidC   tiv-    Abenaquis,    when    they  were   converted 

'^0  Chrinianitv,    h.d    much  ditficulty  in  renoun- 
cing 
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cirig  this  ufage,  which  diey  looked  upon  as  a 
very  iniioccnt  way  ot  knowing  whaC  pafit'd  at  a 
dilLncc. 


I  have  r.evcr  heard  it  I'dd  wliStlicr  fuch  private 
prriors,  as  were  ir.chiir.j  to  poiilis  lucii  lecrets, 
w.'ie  under  any  nei-'i'y  of  pairing  ^ny  trial  at  their 
ir.itiarion  •,  !;ut  protelTed  jugglers  are  never  in- 
veiled  v/ith  this  charadcr,  by  which  they  enter  in- 
to a  kind  of  coinpad  with  the  genii,  and  which 
rcniicrs  their  perlbns  venerable,  till  alter  they  have 
prepared  thendUves  by  ladings,  wdiich  they  carry- 
to  a  great  leng  h,  during  which  they  are  incelTant- 
ly  beating  the  drum,  lliouting,  howling,  linging 
and  'mc^ikino;.  I'he  i:,{lall,iLi{;n  is  afterwards  made 
in  a  kind  of  Bacchanalian  feitival  with  cereinonies 
lo  very  ex^'avagant  and  accompanied  vvich  llich 
traniports  of  fury,  that  cne  would  imagine  the  de- 
vil took  poileffion  ot  their  bodily  organs,  from  that 
moruent. 
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They  are,  n  ot  with  fir.  nding,  the  minifters  of  thofe 
pretended  gods,  only  in  as  much  as  they  make 
known  to  men  their  will,  and  ferve  them  as  inter- 
preters ;  ior  if  we  might  give  the  appellation  of 
iatrihces,  to  the  offerings  which  thefe  nations  pay 
to  their  divinities,  their  priefls  are  always  different 
irom  their  jugglers  :  tisefe  in  all  publiek  cere 
monies  are  the  chiefs,  and  in  domeftick  occurren- 
ces, it  is  generally  the  father  of  the  family,  or  in 
his  abfencc  the  moil  confiderable  perfon  in  the  c  j- 
hu\  who  performs  this  fundion.  But  the  chief 
occupation  of  the  jugglers,  at  leaft  that  by  which 
they  get  moft  profit  is  phyikk  :  they  exerciie 
this  art  by  principles,  founded  on  the  know- 
ledge* 
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ledge  of  fimplcs,  on  experience,  and  as  Is  don; 
every  where  elfe,  on  the  circiimftanccs  of  the  cafe, 
but  very  rarely  without  a  mixture  ot  fuperflitiua 
and  quackery,  oi  which  the  vulgar  are  conllantly 
the  dupes. 

There  is,  perhnp?,  no  fet  of  men  in  the  world 
more  ib  to  thefc  irii^jollures,  than  the  Indians, 
though  there  are  very  few  who  are  under  kfs  nc- 
celnty  ot  having  recourfe  to  phyfick.  They  arc 
rot  only  almoll  all  of  a  found  and  robuft  conltitii- 
tion,  but  were  utterly  unacc]uainted  with  moil  of 
the  ciifeafcs  to  which  we  are  fubjeft,  before  we  had 
commerce  with  th^m.  They  knew  not  what  t!ie 
imall-pox  was  when  they  got  it  from  us,  .md  wc 
can  only  attrii)Ute  the  prodigious  ravages  it  has 
made  amongfl  them  to  their  ignorance.  The  gout, 
the  gravel.  Hone  and  apoplexy,  with  a  number  of 
other  evils  lb  common  in  Europe,  are  not  yet 
known  in  this  part  of  North -America,  at  ieaft  a- 
mongit  the  natives. 

It  is  true,  thole  exccflls  committed  in  their 
iealls,  and  in  their  outrageous  faftings,  occalloa 
pain"  and  weakne{le>  in  the  breaft  and  l^omach, 
whicii  .arry  off  great  numbers  of  them  i  many 
young  perlbns  alio  die  i  f  the  confumption,  whidi 
they  pretend,  is  a  confrquence  of  the  excelTivs 
fatigue  and  violent  exercil'es  to  which  they  expoll' 
themf'Jves  troni  their  infancy,  and  before  they  are 
able  to  fupporc  them.  It  is  a  folly  to  believe  with 
ibme,  that  their  blood  is  of  a  colder  nature  than 
ours  and  to  attribute  to  this,  their  pretended  in- 
ienfibility  in  torments  -,  but  it  is  extremely  bal- 
famick,  which  proceeds,  no  cioubt,  :rom  their 
not   ufing    any  I'alt   or    high   fealonings    in  their 
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They  feldom  look  upon  a  difeafc  as  purely  na- 
tural, and  amongfl:  the  ordinary  remedies  which 
they  ule,  there  are  fome  who  have  the  virtue  of 
c.iring  Hmply  by  thcnifelves.  The  great  ufe  which 
thiy  make  of  thtir  fimpies,  is  for  the  cure  of 
wounds,  fradlures,  diflocutions,  luxations  and  rup- 
nires.  They  blame  the  great  ineifions  which  our 
furgeons  make,  in  order  to  clean  wounds,  they 
cxprels  the  juice  of  levcral  plants,  and  with  this 
compofition,  they  draw  from  them  all  the  matter 
and  even  fplinters,  Hones,  iron,  and  in  general  all 
extraneous  bodies  remaining  in  the  wound.  Thefe 
very  juices  are  alfo  the  Ible  nouridiment  ot  the 
patient  till  the  wound  is  clofed  :  he  who  probes 
it,  like  wife  takes  a  draught  of  it  before  he  fucks 
the  vvound,  when  this  operation  is  neceflary  :  but 
this  rarely  h,appens,  and  tliey  moll  coir.monly  con- 
tent thcmfelves  with  fyringing  the  wound  with  this 
liquor. 

All  this  is  in  the  rules  of  the  art,  but  as  thefe 
people  mufl:  always  have  fomething  lupernatural  in 
every  thing,  the  juggler  oiten  tears  the  vvound 
mi\\  his  teeth,  and  afterwards  a  bit  of  wood  or  fuch 
like  matter,  which  he  took  care  to  conceal  in  his 
mouth,  makes  the  lick  pcrfon  believe  he  extraded 
It  from  the  wound,  and  that  this  v/as  the  charm 
v.'hich  made  his  difcafe  fo  dangerous.  This  much 
is  certain,  that  they  are  in  pofTefTion  of  fecrets  and 
remedies  which  are  admirable.  A  broken  bone  is 
immediately  fet,  and  is  perfldlly  folid  in  eight  days 
time.  A  French  foldier  who  was  in  garrifon  in  a 
fort  in  Acadia,  was  feized  with  the  Epilepfy,  and 
and  tile  fits  were  become  almoll:  daily  and  extreme- 
ly violent  :  an  Indian  woman  that  happened  to  be 
prefent  at  one  of  his  fits,  made  him  two  bolufes 
of  a  pulvcrifed   rooi,  the  name  of  which  (he  did 
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rot  difclofc,  ar.d  tlcfircd  that  one  miglit  be  p,ivc[» 
him  at  his  next  fir,  lold  h-im  that  he  would  lw(ar 
much,  and  that  he  would  have  large  evacuations 
both  by  vomiting  and  ftool,  and  added,  that  if  the 
fu-il  bolus  did  nor  entirely  cure  him,  the  fecond  cer- 
tairily  would  :  the  thing  happened  as  Hie  had  fore- 
told ',  the  patient  had,  indeed,  a  fecond  i'it,  but 
this  was  his  la;i".  He  from  that  day  enjoyed  a 
perfect  Hate  of  hcaltii. 

Thefe  ]ieoj)le  have  alfo  fpeedy  and  fovereign  re- 
medies againil  tlic  palfy,  dropfy,  and  venereal  com- 
plaints. The  rafpings  of  guiacurn  and  falfafras  are 
their  common  Ipecifieks  againfh  thefe  laft  com- 
plaints -,  of  theie  they  make  a  draught  which  u 
both  a  cure  and  prefcrvative,  provided  it  be  made 
conllant  uic  of.  In  acute  difeaiizs,  fuch  as  the  plcu- 
rify,  they  fall  to  work  on  the  fide  oppofite  to  that 
where  the  pain  is ;  to  this  they  apply  drawing  c;i- 
taplafms,  and  which  hinder  it  from  fettling.  In 
fevers  they  ufe  cooling  lotions  with  decoclions  ot 
herbs,  and  l)y  this  means  prevent  i;nilammatioiii, 
and  delirioufnefs.  The  y  boaft  above  all  things  of 
their  fkill  in  dieting,  which  according  to  diern 
conf  ;l:s  in  abilaining  from  certain  aliments  which 
th<t!y  reckon  detrimental. 

They  were  formerly  unacquainted  v;ith  the  me- 
thoti  of  b!(ec!ing,  which  they  fupplied  by  fcari- 
ficat'ons  of  the  parts  afteded  :  they  a.^tcrwarcis 
applii^d  a  fort  of  cupping-glafTes  made  of  gourds, 
and  i5iied  with  combuliihle  matters  to  whi  h 
they  fet  fire.  The  uje  of  cauilicks,  and'  ufLu- 
latiuns,  were  all  familiar  to  them  ;  b\:t  .as 
they  hi.d  no  knowledge  of  the  lunar  cautlick, 
they  made  ufe  of  rotten  wood  in  its  place.  At 
prcfcnt,  bleeding  alone  is  fubltituted  inilead  of  all 
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ihefr.  In  the  northern  parts  they  made  much  ufj 
ul"  gliHiers,  u  bhiddcr  wus  their  inllrumcnt  for  this 
j)Uipole.  They  have  a  remedy  for  the  bloody-flux 
which  Teldom  or  nr.vcr  fails  •,  this  is  a  juice  ex- 
jirelfed  from  the  extremities  of  cedar  branches  af- 
ter they  have  been  well  boiled. 

Rut  their  grand  remedy  and  prcfervative  agalnfi: 
,ill  evils,  is  fwcating.  1  jull  told  you,  Madam, 
that  the  moment  after  coming  out  of  the  ftove, 
and  even  whilft  the  fvveat  is  ftill  running  down  from 
all  parts  of  the  body,  they  throv/  themfclves  into 
the  river  •,  if  this  happens  to  be  at  too  great  a  dif- 
canee,  they  caufe  themfelves  to  be  fprinkled  with 
the  coldeil  water.  They  often  fweat  only  to  refrefh 
themlelves,  to  calm  their  minds  and  to  render  them 
litter  for  fpeaking  on  publick  affairs.  The  mo- 
ment a  (tranger  arrives  in  any  of  their  cabbins,  they 
n.ake  a  fire  for  him,  rub  his  feet  with  oil,  and 
immediately  conduct  him  'into  a  flove  where  his 
jioft  keeps  him  company.  They  have  another  ve- 
ry lingular  method  of  provoking  fweat,  which  is 
made  ufe  of  in  certain  difeaies  :  this  confifts  in 
extending  the  patient  on  a  couch  raifed  a  little  a- 
bove  the  ground,  under  which  are  boiled  in  a  ket- 
tle, the  wood  of  the  hiccery  tree  and  the  branches 
of  pine.  The  vapour  which  proceeds  from  it  pro- 
duces a  moft  profufe  fweat  :  they  alfo  pretend  that 
the  fmell  of  it  is  extremely  wholfome  •,  the 
fweat  by  means  of  a  ftove,  and  which  is  pro- 
cured by  the  vapour  arifing  from  the  water, 
poured  upon  red-hot  flints,  is  without  this  ad- 
vantage. 

In  Acadia  no  difeafe  was  thought    worth  their 
notice,  till  the  patient  had   entirely  loft  his  appe- 
tite : 
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tite  i  and   fcvcral  nations  are  dill  in  thi*  fame  cr 
ror  :     and  whatever  fort  of  iever  a  perfon  happens 
to  be  fcized  with,  if  they  incline  to  eat,  he  is  never 
allowed  any  particular  diet,  but  mult  eat  ot  fuciitood 
as  the  red.     Ijut  as  foon  as  the  difeafe  appears  d-n- 
gerous,  that  is  to   fay,  when  thi-  pcrlon  rejec^ls  uil 
kind  of  nouriflimcnc,  they  treat  it  with  much  at- 
tention.    It  is  true,  th.-  principles  on   which  the 
fcience  of  phyfic  among  the  Indians  is   founded, 
arc  altogether  extraordinary,  and  tliey  refufc  a  Tick 
man  nothing  he  afks  for,  from   a   belief  that  the 
de/ires  of  a  perfon  in  this  condition,  are  fo  many 
orders  from  the  genius  wh.o  watches  for  his  prr- 
fervation  ;    and   in  calling  their  jugglers  it  is  Ids 
from  any  perfuafion   oi  their   abilities,  than  from 
a  fuppofition  that  they  are  better    able  to  know 
of   the    fpirits,    the  caufe  of   the   evil,    and   tht^ 
remedies   that   are   to    be    applied    for    the   cure 
of  it. 
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They  are  moreover  unwilling  to  have  any  thing 
to  reproach  themfclves  v/ith,  death  feems  to  lole  a 
part  of  its  terror,  even  v/hen  it  follows  on  the  heels 
of  the  remedies,  of  which  it  is  a  natural  confe- 
qucncc.  Our  Indians  arc  in  this  fubjecfT:  to  the 
common  law  of  humanity,  and  to  the  general  pre- 
judice which  has  obtained  in  all  ages  and  natioir- -, 
and  they  are,  in  my  opinion  the  more  excufihlc, 
for  carrying  their  credulity  to  fo  great  a  leng:h , 
hecaufe,  as  they  fmd  fomething  fupern'tural 
in  all  difeafes,  and  as  their  phyfick  confills 
in  a  mixture  of  religion,  they  therefore  be- 
lieve th.emfelves  lefs  under  any  obligation  to 
reafon  about  it  ;  and  make  it  a  facred  duty,  to 
abandon  thcmfelves  tj  the  guidance  of  bliiKi 
chance. 

A 


(  1/7  } 
A  fuk  pcrfon  {)fcn  t.ik^'s  ic  into  liis  hcnd  thaC 
his  ciilcalc  is  owiiij;-  to  witchcraft,  in  wliich  calc 
their  whole  atte..iion  is  cniployed  in  ilill'ovcnn'r 
it,  which  is  the  JLi-jgu-r's  province.  This  [)er- 
Tonage  Ixgins  with  caufing  himlblf  to  be  Tweat- 
(■(],  anil  alter  he  hds  cjiiiie  huigued  himrdfwith 
fliouting,  b  atint.r  iiiniielf,  and  invoklnjj,  his  ge- 
nius, the  firft  out  ot  the  way  thing  that  lomes 
into  his  head,  is  tiiat  to  which  he  attributes  the 
caufc  of  the  difeai'e.  '[here  are  fome  who,  be- 
fore they  enter  the  ftove,  take  a  diaLii;ht  of  a  com- 
polition  very  piotei-,  lay  thf.y,  tor  diipofing  them 
to  receive  the  di\ine  im[nille,  and  they  pretend 
that  the   adv  .    the  I'piiir,    is  made   manifeft 

hy  a  rufliiiig  v»ind,  Vyl«ich  fudJcnly  arifes  -,  or 
by  a  bellowing  heard  under  ground  -,  or  by  tl.c 
amtation  and  Ihakinj/,  of  the  Hove.  Then  full  of 
his  pretended  divinity,  and  more  like  a  p.Tfon 
polfeiied  by  the  devil  than  one  infpired  of  heaven, 
he  pronounces  in  a  pofitive  tone  of  voice  on  the 
ilate  of  the  patient,  and  fometimes  guefics  tolerably 
juil. 


The  fraternity  of  quacks  have  dcvifed  a  very 
firgular  method  of  exempting  themfelves  from 
being  refponfible  tor  events.  As  Toon  as  they 
Ice  the  patient  in  danger  of  dying,  they  never 
fail  to  give  a  preicription,  the  execution  of  which 
h  lb  difficult,  as  to  be  almoil  impollible  ro  per- 
form with  any  dcgne  of  exa^ln  Is,  lo  that  they 
cafily  find  lome  omilfion  to  juftify  themfelves. 
it  is  fcarce  conceivable  what  extravn:2;'\ncies  they 
prcfcribe  on  thofe  oci  afions  ;  fome  patien  s 
th(.y  (  rdcr  to  counterfeit  madnefs  ;  in  certain 
dillaft-s  they  prefcribe  dances,  gencr.vly  extreme 
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ly  lafclvioiis,  and  one  would  almod  alway 
think,  that  tliL-y  meant  not  lb  mucli  to  cure 
as  to  kill  the  patient :  but  what  proves  the  power 
of  imagination  over  men  is,  that  thele  phyficians 
v/ith  all  their  ablurdities  cure  to  the  full  as  olten 
as  our  own. 
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In  fome  countries,  when  the  patient  is  defpaired 
of,  thL7  difpatch  liim  to  keep  him  from  Ian- 
guifliii^g.  In  the  canton  of  Onnontague  they 
puc  to  death  young  children  who  have  loll 
their  mothers  before  they  are  weaned  ;  they 
even  bury  them  alive  with  them,  from  a  pcr- 
fuafion  that  no  other  woman  could  fuckle  them, 
and  that  they  would  languifli  away  their  lives ; 
1  do  nor,  however,  know  whcdier  they  have  not 
lately  renounced  this  barbarous  cuftom.  Others 
abandon  their  fick.,  the  moment  they  are  given 
over  by  the  phyficians,  and  leave  them  to  die 
of  hunger  and  third.  And  fome  there  are  who, 
in  order  to  hide  the  contortions  of  vifage  in  the 
dying  perfon,  fhut  his  eyes  and  mouth,  as  foon  as 
he  begins  to  be  in  agony. 

In  Accadia  the  quacks  were  called  Aiibm'm^ 
and  it  was  commonly  the  chief  of  the  village 
who  was  invefled  with  this  dignity.  Thus  they  had 
much  more  authority  than  the  other  jugglers,  al- 
though they  were  neither  poflefTed  of  greater 
abilities  nor  lefs  impoftors.  When  they  happen- 
ed to  be  called  upon  to  vifit  a  patient,  they  firft 
infped^ed  him  for  a  confiderahle  time,  after  which 
they  breathed  upon  hini.  If  this  produced  no- 
thing, "  of  certainty,"  faid  they,  *'  the  devil  is 
•'  within   him  \    he    muil,    however,     very  foon 
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<«  go  out  of  him  -,  but  let  every  one  be  upon 
*'  his  guard,  as  this  wicked  fpirit  vviil,  if  he  tan 
"  out  (>t  fpite,  attack  fome  here  prefent."  They 
then  fell  into  a  kind  of  rage,  were  fhaken 
with  agonies,  fhouted  out  aloud,  and  threat- 
ened the  pretended  demon ;  they  fpoke  to  nim 
as  if  they  had  Teen  him  with  their  eyes,  made  fe- 
veral  pafies  at  him,  as  if  they  wou  d  llab  him, 
the  whole  bdn^  only  intended  to  conceal  their  ini- 
pufture. 

On  entering  the  cabbin  they  take  care  to  fix 
into  the  ground  a  bit  of  wood,  to  which  a 
cord  is  made  fad  •,  They  aiterwards  pre'ent 
the  end  of  the  cord  to  the  fpedlators  inviting 
them  at  the  fame  time  to  draw  out  the  bit  of 
wood,  and  as  fcarce  any  one  ever  fucceeds  in 
it,  they  are  fure  to  tell  him  that  it  is  the  de- 
vil who  holds  it ;  afterwards  making  as  if  he 
would  flab  this  pretended  devil,  they  loofen  by 
little  and  little  the  piece  of  wood,  by  raking 
up  the  tarth  round  it,  after  which  they  cafily 
draw  it  up,  tho  crowd  all  the  v\l;'  crying 
out,  A  miracle !  To  the  underpart  of  this  piece 
of  wood,  was  faftened  a  little  bone,  or  fome 
fuch  thing,  which  was  not  at  firft  perceived, 
and  the  quacks  fiicw'ng  it  to  the  company  : 
''  Behold,"  cried  they,  "  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
*'  cafe,    it    was    neceflliry   to   kill    the    devil    to 


*'  get  at  it." 


This  farce  lafted  three  or  four  hours,  after 
Vv'h'ch  the  phyfician  flood  in  need  of  reft  and 
rdiclhmcnt-,     he  went  away  aJ^nng  them,    that 
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the  Hck  pciTon  would  infallibly  be  cured,  pro- 
vidcLl  the  dilLale  had  nut  ah'tady  got  the  bet- 
ter, that  is  to  fay,  piovided  the  devil  btfore 
his  retreat,  had  not  given  him  iiis  death's 
wound.  The  bufinefs  was  to  know  whether  he 
had    or 


to 
to 


»r   not.      Thi«:   the    au:moin    pretended 
dileover  by  dreams,    but   he  took   '.are   lievcr 
fpeak  clearly,    till   he   law   what    turn  the  difcaR 
took.     On  perceiving  it  incurable,  he  wei.t  awav, 


every 


ore    likewile   after   his    (-xam;de   aband 


oil- 


ing the  patient.  If  after  three  days  were  ex- 
pired, he  were  {ill!  alive  :  "  Th.e  devil,"  faid 
the  phyfician,  "  will  neither  allow  him  to  be 
cured,    nor    fuffer    hirn     to    die  -,     ynu    mull 
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out    of   charity    put    an    end    to     his    days. 
Immediately    the    greatefl    friend   of  the  patient 


upon 
nient 


went  to  fetch  cold  water  and  poured  it 
his  face  till  he  expired.  The  enchant 
was  fuch,  that  befides  making  vail  acknow- 
ledgements to  the  autmoin,  for  his  extraordi- 
nary care  and  attendance,  they  alfo  largely  giM- 
tified  him. 


Some  fouthern  nations  have  quite  contrary 
maxims,  and  never  pay  the  phyfician  till  after 
the  cure  h  performed  -,  and  if  the  patient  hap- 
pen to  die,  the  phyfician  who  attended  him,  is 
in  danger  of  his  life.  According  to  the  Iroquois, 
every  diLafe  if^,  a  defire  of  the  foul,  and  people 
die  only  b'-caufe  this  defire  has  not  betn  fads- 
lied.  1  muft  now  conclude.  Madam,  b:^caufe 
t  .e  article  ot  the  dead  would  lead  me  too  lar, 
and  becauu'  every  thing  is  getting  ready  lor 
my  departure  j     1   fliall  probably  very  foon  find 
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killive  to  write  you  n;;:iln,  but  wich  very  Ilrric 
prolir  to  you,  as  troin  hence  to  the  country  of 
tiielihnos,  theic  is  is  no  likelihood  of  my  meet- 
ing  with   any  op|>ortu  ity  of  forwarding  n^.y  iet- 


te 


r  to  you  ;  fo  that  if  1  write  you  bcforj  my  ar- 
rival there,  you  will,  perhaps,  receive  it  at  the 
fime  time  with  that  1  fhall  write  you,  when  I 
am  at   my   {ourn:Y's  end. 
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T)epr:riuye  frcni  the  Fort  of  the  River  St.  Jofcph. 
Sources  of  the  Theakiki :  What  pofj'es  at  the 
Death  of  the  Indians ;  of  their  Funercls  and 
T'cmhs.  Of  their  ATmrnlng  and  Widowhood' 
Of  the   Feftival  of  the   Dead. 

Source  of  the  River  Theakiki^  Septcmher  17,  172 1. 

Aladunty 

I  did  not  imagine  I  fhould  have  fo  foon  taken 
up  my  pen  again  to  write  you;  but  my  guides 
have  juft  now  broken  their  canoe,  and  1  am  de- 
tained a  whole  day  in  a  place  that  affords  nothing 
to  attrad:  the  curiofity  of  a  traveller,  fo  that  i  can- 
not do  better,  than  employ  my  leifure  time  in  en- 
deavouring to  divert  you. 

I  believe  I  gave  you  to  underftand  in  my  Ia{f, 
thut  1  had  two  routs  t  j  chule,  in  order  to  gain  the 
country  of  the  Illinois;  the  Hrft  was  by  returning 
to  lake  Michigan,  coafling  along  the  fouthern 
coaft,  and  entering  the  little  liver  ot  Chicagou. 
At  er  alcending  live  or  fix  leagues  up  this  river, 
there  is  a  pafiage  to  that  of  the  IllinoiSj  bv  means 
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of  two  caiTving  j)laccs,  the  longed  of  wliich  is  nnt 
above  a  league  and  a  i|uartcr  •,  but  being  inform- 
ed ih.it  at  ihis  k'alun  ot  thr  year,  tlurc  is  not  w.-,- 
tcr  luflKicnt  tor  a  cnno( ,  I  have  taken  the  oilit  r 
route,  v.hi.ii  has  likewile  its  iiuonveniencirs,  and 
is  tar  from  being  lo  agrtrcabie,  but  it  is  rnoni 
certain. 

I  departed  yeUerday  from  the  fort  of  the  river 
St.  Jufcph,  and  failed  up  tiiat  liver  a'jouc  f;v 
jeaj_,ucs.  I  went  alhore  on  the  rijj,hr,  and  walked 
a  le.igue  and  anuaiter,  iirlt  a'ong  the  water-fide, 
and  alterw.irds  acrols  a  Held  in  an  immenfe  mea- 
dow, entirely  covered  v'ith  eo[>rcs  of  wood,  whi  "h 
produce  a  very  fine  efled  •,  it  is  called  ihc  r,ica- 
doiv  cf  the  Bujftilocs  bead,  l^^caufe  it  is  faid  a  head 
of  tliat  animal  o\  a  monllruous  flze  was  once  found 
there.  Why  mi_;ht  not  thicre  have  been  giants  a- 
mong  the  brutes?  I  pitchvd  my  tent  on  a  very 
beautiful  fpot,  called  the  Fort  of  the  Foxes^  becaule 
the  f'^xes,  tiiat  is  to  fay,  the  Outagamies  had  nor 
lon^  jj^-o  a  village  there,  which  was  fortified  after 
their  jufliion. 


,:ji. 


This  morning  I  walked  a  league  farther  in  the 
meadow,  having  my  feet  almoil  always  in  the  wa- 
ter ;  afterwards  I  met  with  a  kind  of  pool  or  miarlli 
which  had  a  communication  with  leveral  others  of 
different  (izes,  but  the  largefl:  not  above  a  hundred 
paces  in  circuit.  Thefe  aie  the  foiirces  o!"  the  river 
^Ibeakiki,  vvhich  by  a  corrupted  pronounciation  our 
It^iians  call  Kiakiki.  Theak  figiiiiies  a  wolf,  in  I 
do  not  remember  what  lanc:uaore,  luit  tliis  river 
bears  that  nair.e,  becaufe  the  iVlihiiiga'^.n,  who 
are  likewif^:  called  the  wolves,  had  formerly  taken 
refuge  on  its  banks. 
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\Vc  put  our  canoe  which  two  men  h^ti  carried 
thus  far  into  the  lecond  of  tliole  Tpiings,  and 
we  tmhaikcd  curfclvcs,  but  we  had  Icarce  water 
hjflicicnt  lo  ivecp  hcv  afioat.  'len  men  would  in 
two  days  make  a  llrei^jjit  and  navigable  canal,  whicli 
would  lave  a  great  c.eal  oi  rrou  )k-  and  ten  or  twelve 
leagiies  of  way  •,  ior  the  river  at  its  fourcc  is  Co 
very  narrow,  and  kith  lliort  turns  mull  of  r.cccf- 
(ity  be  conftar.tly  mule,  that  there  is  ching. r  of 
damage  every  moment  to  the  canoe,  as  has  jud: 
now  happened  to  u>.  But  we  Hiall  now  return  to 
the  Indians,  and  after  having  leen  in  what  manner 
they  are  treated  during  ficknefs,  we  fliall  take  a 
view  of  them  whiKf  they  are  a  dying,  and  of  wliac 
pafTes  after  their  death. 

For  the  mod  parr,  when  they  believe  thcmfelvcs 
pafb  hopes  of  recovery,  they  j)ut  on  a  reiblution 
truly  ftoical,  and  even  fee  their  death  liallened  by 
thofe  perfons  who  are  dearefl  to  them,  without  tel- 
tifying  the  lead  chagrin.  No  fooner  has  the  phy- 
fieian  pronounced  Tentence  on  a  dying  perfon, 
than  he  makes  an  effort  to  harrangue  thofe  who 
are  about  him.  If  he  is  the  head  of  a  tamily,  he 
make,  his  funeral  oration  before-hand,  wl.ich  he 
concludes  with  Giivin";  his  cliildren  the  beft  advice 
ht  can  ;  alterwards  he  takes  his  have  of  every 
bociy,  gives  ordrr^-  for  a  feaft,  in  which  all  the 
provilions  remaining  in  the  cabbin  mult  be  con- 
fumed,  ai.d  Liflly,  receives  pref^-nts  from  his  la- 
mily. 


the 
ani- 


While  this  [uuTes,  they  cut  the  throats  of  all 
does  diev  can  cu.h,  that  the  fouis  of  tliefe  ^.,. 
mals  may  give  irnurmation  to  the  pt^ople  in  the  o- 
tlier  world,  cia:  fuch  a  perfori  is  loon  comiing  to 
join  them  ;  auv.  t'ley  throw  all  their  bodies  int>)  t'le 
kettle  in  otuer  tt-  erxrwafe  the  feafc.     'i^he  rcpaft 
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being  ovr,  they  b  gui  tlicir  l;imciUation«:,  which 
nre  iiitcr;ui;CLd  v\iih  taking  their  hill  tarewell  (,\ 
the  dy  i.g  ptrrlbn,  wilhing  l,im  a  good  voy^ip^e, 
comfoiiing  Iinn  on  Ids  feparation  froin  his 
frici.ds  and  plaiious,  ai:d  aniiring  him  that  his 
children  will  maintain  all  the-  glory  he  h.s  ac- 
quired. 

Ic  nudl  be  confc-iTaV  Madain,  t'ut  the  indif- 
ference vvitli  whicii  thefe  pe^i^ie  lace  dtarh,  has 
fomethii-g  adniirab'e  in  it  i  a^id  this  is  To  iini- 
vcrhl  thai  an  jndian  has  Iciilom  been  known  to  be 
uncaly,  on  bcin^,  in'.crnicd  t!:ai:  he  has  but  a  tew 
hours  to  live;  the  fame  genius  ai.d  principle  pre- 
vail every  where,  though  ti.e  ufage;,  with  relpec'L  to 
what  I  have  been  now  relatirg  \  aiy  greatly  in  the 
diFlerent  nations.  Dances,  iongs,  ir.voations  and 
feails  are  every  where  prefcribcd  by  the  phyficians, 
remedies  almodail  oftiicm  more  likely  a  toroing 
to  our  notions,  to  hill  a  man  in  perted  health, 
than  to  recover  a  fuk  perfon.  In  fomc  places  they 
are  contented  with  having  rccourfe  to  the  fpirits, 
who,  if  the  pr.ticnts  recover  their  health,  have 
all  the  h>onour  of  the  cure,  but  the  fick  peVlon  is 
always  the  mofl:  unconcerned  about  his  fate. 

On  the  othir  hand,  if  tliefe  people  fliow  little 
judg(  i.ient  in  the  manner  of  their  treating  the  ficls, 
it  mult  be  confcHed  that  they  behave  with  regard 
to  the  dv.idy  with  a  geneiofuy  and  an  afieclion 
that  cannot  be  too  nuich  admired.  Some  mothers 
have  been  known  to  pr.dlrve  f  t  years  together  the 
corpfe  of  their  children,  and  others  to  draw  the 
milk  from  their  breads  and  fprinkle  it  on  their 
graves.  If  a  village  in  which  there  are  any  dead 
corps  happens  to  be  fet  on  fire,  the  firfl:  thing  done 
is  to  remove  them  to  a  place  of  lafety  :    they  drip 
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themfclves  of  every  thii.^  moft  vrJuah'e  abo-it 
them,  in  order  to  adrn  the  deccafed  :  tlicy  ojini 
ihcir  cotfins  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  (hankie 
their  habits ;  and  they  take  victuals  frum  their 
mouth,  in  order  to  carry  tliem  to  their  j^ravcs,  ;uid 
ro  the  places  where  they  imagine  thci  louls  rcfort. 
In  -Ji  word  they  are  much  more  expcnfivc  unon  the 
dead  than  the  living 

As  foon  as  the  fick  perfon  has  fetched  his  lad 
breath,  the  whole  cabbin  relbunds  with  lamenta- 
tions, which  continues  as  long  as  the  family  \>  in  a 
condition  to  furnifh  theexpence;  tor  O!  en  table 
mud  be  kept  during  all  that  time.  The  carcafj 
adorned  with  its  fineft  robe,  the  face  painted,  the 
arms  of  the  deceafed,  with  every  thing  he  pofPcf- 
fed  laid  by  his  fide,  is  expofed  at  tl.c  gate  of  trie 
cabbin,  in  the  fame  pollure  in  which  he  is  to  he  in 
tliC  tomb,  and  that  is  in  many  places,  the  fame 
with  that  of  a  child  in  the  womb.  It  is  cudoma- 
ry  among  feme  nations  for  the  relations  of  the  de- 
ceafed to  fad  till  the  luneral  is  over,  all  which  in- 
terval is  pad  in  weeping  and  howling,  in  regaling  all 
thofe  who  vifit  them,  in  making  the  elogium  of  the 
dead,  and  in  reciprocal  compliments.  Amongd 
other  nations  they  hire  mourners,  who  acquit  them- 
felves  perfectly  well  ot  their  duty.  They  fiii^,  they 
dance  and  weep  incedantiy,  and  always  in  cadence  -, 
but  this  outward  diovv  of  borrowed  grief  is  nor  pre- 
judicial to  that  which  nature  exacts,  from  the  re- 
lations of  the  deceafed. 

It  appears  to  me  that  they  carry  the  corps  to  the 
place  of  burial  without  any  ceremony,  at  lead  I  have 
found  nothing  upon  this  head  in  any  relation ;  but 
when  they  are  once  in  the  grave,  they  take  care  to 
cover  them  in  fuch  manner  that  the  earth  does  not 
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touch  tlicm  :  fo  tluit  they  lie  as  In  a  cell  eiuirely 
covered  with  Ikms,  much  riclxr  .iiul  ietrcr  nt'.ornvd 
than  any  of  ihtir  cabbins.  A  (  oil  is  aftcrwcirch 
creded,  on  whi.li  rh.^y  fix  every  thiiv',  capable  ol 
exprell'mg  the  clleem  in  vvhich  th' y  luld  the  de- 
cealed.  J  lis  j)ortrait  is  IbmetuiK'-s  placed  upon  ii, 
with  whatever  cUe  can  fcrvc  to  m.k:  pafinij^  ;s 
acquainted  with  his  Hare  and  conditio,),  and  /ii^in- 
fy  the  moil  remarkable  actions  of  his  Jile.  licli 
provifions  are  carried  to  the  place  every  mornin^;, 
and  as  the  dogs  rjid  other  bealls  do  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  this,  they  \\ould  fain  peifuatle  thcm- 
felvcs  that  it  is  the  foul  of  the  deceafed,  who  comei 
to  take  Ibme  rcliefliment. 
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After  tills,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  In- 
dians believe  in  apparitions :  in  fact  they  have 
numberlei's  ftorics  of  that  kind.  I  have  feen  a  poor 
man,  who  merely  by  the  (trength  of  hearing  them 
talked  of,  imagined  he  had  always  a  troop  of  dead 
men  at  his  heels-,  and  as  people  took  a  pleaiiire  in 
terrifying  him,  he  at  lall  became  Hark  mad.  Al- 
ter, however,  a  certain  term  of  years,  they  ufe  as 
much  precaution  to  elface  the  remembrances  of 
thofe  they  have  loll  fiom  their  nnnds,  as  they  had 
before  taken  care  to  [)refej  vc  it,  and  this  they  do 
entirely  to  put  an  end  to  the  grief  they  felt  on  that 
occafion. 

Some  of  our  n.ifTionaries  aficed  of  their  convert.% 
one  day,  vvhy  tluy  dcjaived  themfelves  of  the  moll 
neci  ilary  rhin.s  in  favour  of  their  ilead  ?  *'  It 
*'  is,"  anfwcred  they,  "  not  only  to  teftify  to  our 
*'  neighbours  the  love  we  bore  them,  but  likewife 
"  to  prevent  our  having  always  before  our  eyes, 
*'  objects,  which  being  conftantly  ufed  by  them, 
"  mud  incePiancly  renew  our  grief."     It  is  likewife 
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for  iliisTtaH)!!,  they  rc-riaiii  diirinp;  a  nrtaii;  rime 
liod)  inciuiuniii'i;  ♦•'  T  iKiin(  s  •,  wn  1  that,  if  any 
other  ol  the  taiiiily  ik..  is  it,  he  quits  it  all  t'lc  time 
ihc  mournin*^  cotjrinuc  s.  'IJiis  lilccvvifc  is  probably 
the  rcalbn,  why  the  hij^Iicft  ailVont  that  can  be  of- 
k'rcci  to  any  one,  is  t  •  tell  him:  7'our  Jatber  is 
ileadt  or  2  'cur  mother  is  dcaiL 

When  an  Indian  dies  in  the  time  of  hunting, 
his  body  is  ex[)ole(l  c-n  a  very  hi  di  Icanbld,  where 
it  remains  till  the  departure  of  the  company,  who 
carry  it  with  them  to  the  vi!lai',e.  There  are  Ibme 
nations  who  ha  e  the  fame  cultom,  with  reipcct  to 
ail  their  ikad  -,  and  I  have  feen  it  ['ractifed  among 
the  MifTif^iguez  at  the  Narrows.  'I  he  bodies  of 
thofe  who  are  killed  in  war  are  burnt,  and  thealhes 
carried  back,  in  order  to  be  depofiteti  in  the  fe- 
puichres  of  tluir  anctllors.  Theie  fepukhres,  a- 
mong  tliole  nations  who  are  bell  fixed  in  ti^eir 
fettlements,  ?.re  a  fort  of  buna!  grounds  near  the 
village.  Others  inter  tlit?ir  dead  m  the  woods  at 
the  toot  of  lome  tree,  elfe  ch-y  them,  ar.d  preferve 
them  in  boxes  till  the  feilival  of  the  dead,  ol  which 
I  riiall  prelently  lay  fomcwh.-t ;  but  in  fome 
other  places,  a  cercmonal  rid  culous  enough  is 
put  in  pradice,  with  refpecl  to  thole  who  have 
been  drowned  or  ftarved  to  death  by  the  cold. 

Before  I  enter  on  the  defcription  of  it,  it  will  be 
proper  to  tal:c  notice.  Madam,  t'at  the  Indians 
bcJieve  when  fuch  accident^  happen,  that  the  fouls 
are  angry,  and  will  not  be  appealed  till  th.^- bodies 
are  found.  Then  the  preliminaries  or  v.ecping, 
dancing,  finging  and  leading  being  firlf  over,  the 
body  is  carried  to  the  burial-place,  or  i'  that  is  at 
too  great  a  diftance,  to  the  place  where  it  is  to  re- 
main 
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main  till  the  ftftival  of  the  dead.  A  very  Ian 
ditch  is  dug  here,  aiul  a  iire  kindled.  'JIkii  the 
ytiiing  men  approach  ihe  carcafe,  cut  the  flclh  Irum 
thole  parts  which  had  been  marked  out  bythcmal- 
ter  ot  the  ceremonies,  and  throw  it  into  tlie  fire, 
together  with  the  bowels.  During  this  whole 
operation,  the  women  and  cfpecially  the  relations 
of  the  decealed,  continue  turnmg  round  thofe  who 
are  at  work,  exhorting  them  to  acquit  themfeivcs 
well  of  their  duty,  and  putting  grains  of  porcelain 
in  their  mouths ;  as  we  do  fugar  plums  in  the 
mouths  of  children,  when  we  would  have  them  do 
any  particular  thing. 
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The  burial  is  followed  by  prefents,  which  are 
ma.le  to  the  family  afilicftd,  and  this  is  called 
covering  the  dead.  I'hele  prelents  are  made  in  name 
of  the  village,  and  fometimes  in  that  of  the  na- 
tion. The  allies  likcwife  fend  prefents  at  the  death 
of  confiderable  perfons.  But  before  this,  the  fa- 
mily of  the  dcceafed  make  a  feaft  in  his  name, 
accompanied  with  gamer-,  for  which  prizes  are  pro- 
poled.  There  are  a  fort  of  jufts  or  tournaments 
carried  on  in  this  manner  :  one  of  their  chiefs 
throws  upon  the  tomb  three  buttons,  about  a  foot 
in  length,  a  young  man,  a  woman  and  a  girl  take 
each  of  them  one,  and  thofe  of  the  lame  age,  fex 
?k\k\  condition  endeavour  to  wreft  them  out  of 
their  hands.  The  perfons  wirh  whom  they  remain 
are  reckoned  the  conquerors.  1  here  are  likewife 
races,  and  lometimes  they  fhoot  at  a  mark  •,  in  a 
v/ord,  by  a  cuHom  eilahlinied  through  all  Pagan 
antiquity,  an  adtion  wholly  melancholy  in  itielf, 
conclude^  with  fongs  and  fliouts  of  vivilory. 


It  is  true,  the  family  of  the  deceafed   take  no 
part  in  thefe  rejoicings  ;    but  on  the  contrary  ob- 
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fcrve  in  tlicir  cabbin  after  the  obit:qim's  are  over  a 
nioLiriiing  the  laws  ot  which  are  very  levcre.  'i'|,ey 
mull  have  their  hair  cut  ojp/,  and  their  faces  black- 
ed;  they  inuil  have  their  head  in  an  erec't  polUire 
their  head  wrap{)eil  up  in  a  covering,  without  look- 
ing upon  any  one,  making  any  vifits,  or  eatin"- 
any  thing  hot  •,  but  mull  dep.rive  themielves  of  all 
piLalures,  having;  Icarce  any  clo, thing  on  their 
bodies,  and  never  warming  themfelves,  even  in 
the  midfl:  of  winter.  After  this  grand  mourniFio- 
tliey  begin  another  more  moderate,  which  hih 
ior  two  or  three  years  longer,  but  which  may  yet 
be  mitigated  a  little  i  but  nothing  prefcribed  is 
ever  dilpenfed  with,  without  the  permiflion  of  the 
cabbin,  to  which  the  widow  and  v.idower  belonij;'-, 
and  thefe  permifllons  as  well  as  the  conclufion  of 
the  mourning,   are  always  attended  with  a  feail. 

Laftly,  they  are  not  at  liberty,  by  the  laws  of 
widowhood,  to  engage  in  fecond  nuptials,  without 
the  confent  of  thole  on  whom  they  depend.  And 
fliould  there  be  no  hufband  ff)und  for  the  widow, 
Ihe  is  very  little  concerned  about  it,  in  cafe  flie  has 
male  children  old  enough  to  provide  for  her  fup- 
port  -,  {\^c  may  ftill  remain  in  the  (late  of  widow- 
hood without  fear  ot  being  reduced  to  want.  If 
ihe  has  a  mind  to  marry  again,  flic  is  at  liberty  to 
chufe  for  herfelf,  and  the  peribn  ihe  marries  be- 
comes the  father  to  her  f  rmer  children,  enters  into 
all  the  rights,  and  is  fubjc6t  to  nil  the  obligations  of 
the  hrll  hufband.  A  Iriflnr/J  never  v/erps  for 
the  lofs  of  a  wife  •,  tears  in  the  ()[)inion  of  the  In- 
dians, being  looked  upon  as  unworthy  of  men  ; 
but  this  does  not  hold  true  amongit  all  the  nations. 

The  v/omcn,  on  the  contrary,  bewail  th.eir  hul- 
bands  u  year,  are  eternally  invoking  iiim,  and  fill 
the  villages  with  their  cries  and  lamentations,  and 
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cfpecially  at  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the  fun,  nt 
noon,  and  infome  parts  when  they  go  forth  to  ti.cir 
laboiir  or  return  from  it.  Mothers  mourn  in  mutl; 
the  fame  manner  for  their  children.  The  chiefs 
iijourn  for  fix  mor.hs  only,  after  which  they  are 
free  to  marry  again. 

LafLly,  the  firft  and  oftentimes  the  only  faluta- 
tion  paid  to  a  triend  and  even  to  a  (tranger  on  his 
entering  their  rabbins,  is  to  bewail  the  relatioi.s 
they  loll"  fince  they  lall  favv  them.  They  lay  their 
hand  on  his  head  and  fignify  the  perfon  they  lament, 
but  without  naming  him.  I'his  is  entirely  found- 
ed on  nature,  and  iavours  nothing  of  the  barba- 
rian ;  but  whit  1  am  going  to  relate  to  you  ap- 
pears iuexcufable  in  every  refpedl.  This  is  the 
conduct  which  thefe  nations  obferve,  with  regard 
to  all  who  have  died  a  violent  death,  even  in  war 
and  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 
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They  have  taken  it  into  their  heads,  that  the 
fouls  of  thefc  perfons  in  the  other  world,  have  no 
commerce  with  the  reil ;  and  on  this  principle 
they  burn  them  or  bury  them  immediately,  and 
even  fometimjes  before  they  are  quite  dead.  They 
never  lay  them  in  the  common  burying-ground, 
and  allow  them  no  fhare  in  the  grand  ceremony, 
which  is  repeated  every  eigh.t  years  among  forne 
nations,  anei  every  ten  years  amongft  the  ilurons 
and  Iroquois. 

This  is  called  the  fjflival  of  the  dead,  or  of  fouls. 
The  following  is  what  I  have  i>een  able  to  colled:, 
and  is  the  moft  uniform  as  well  as  rnofh  remark- 
able account,  of  this  mofl  finjuilar  and  ex'raordi- 
nary  ad  ot  religion  k.'iown  ..mongft  the  Indi.ms. 
They  begin  with  a<_^reeing  upo  :  ihe  place  where  the 
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afTembly  is  to  beheld,  afterwards  they  mak^: choke 
of  a  king  of  the  feaft,  whofe  buiinefs  is  to  take  or- 
der for  every  thing,  and  to  invite  the  neighbour- 
ing villages.  On  the  day  appointed  they  alfemble, 
and  go  in  poceflion,  two  and  two  to  the  burial- 
place  ;  there  every  one  falls  to  work  to  uncover  the 
dead  bodies,  and  afterwards  they  remain  fome  time 
ill  filent  contemplation  of  a  fpcdacle,  ih  cap^ible 
ol'  furnifhing  the  mo(l  ferious  rclledions.  The 
women  are  the  firfh  who  break  this  religious  fi- 
lence,  by  raifing  lamentable  cries,  which  ftili  add 
to  the  horror  with  which  every  fpcdator  is  feiz- 
ed. 

This  firfl:  aft  ended,  they  taJvC  up  the  carcafifr=^ 
and  gather  the  dry  and  loofe  bones,  with  which 
they  load  the  perfons  who  are  appointed  to  carry 
them.  They  waih  fuch  bodies  as  are  not  entirely 
corrupted,  take  away  the  putrid  fiefh  with  all  other 
lilth  from  them,  and  wrap  them  in  new  robes  of 
beaver  flvins.  Afterwards  they  return  in  the  fame 
order  they  came,  and  when  the  proceflion  reaches 
the  village,  each  perfon  depofites  his  load  in  his 
own  cabbin.  During  the  march,  the  women  con- 
tinue their  wailings,  and  the  men  wear  the  fame 
marks  of  grief,  as  on  the  day  of  the  death  of  the 
perfon  whofe  remains  they  are  thus  carrying.  This 
fecond  a6l  is  followed  with  a  feall  in  each  cabbin, 
in  honour  of  the  dead  of  the  family,. 

On  the  following  days  there  are  publick  feafl- 
ings,  which  are  accompanied,  as  on  the  day  of  the 
interment,  with  dances,  games,  and  combats;  for 
which  there  are  alfo  prizes  propofjd.  From  time 
to  time  they  raife  certain  cries,  which  they  call  the 
cries  of  the  fouls.  They  make  prefents  to  the  ftran^ 
gers  amongft  whom  there  are  fometime$  perfons 
who  have  come  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  off. 
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and  receive  prefjnts  again  trom  them.  They  even 
make  life  of  thcfc  opportunities  to  treat  oj-  their 
common  affairs,  as  the  eledion  of  a  chief:  all 
pafit's  with  a  great  deal  ol  order,  decency  and  mo 
defty  ;  and  every  perfon  prefcnt  appears  filled  with 
ientim-nts  proper  to  the  occafion  •,  every  thing, 
even  the  vt  ry  danees  and  fong?,  breath  fuch  a  for- 
rowliil  air,  that  the  heart  is  penetrated  with  the 
inoil  lively  forrow,  fo  that  the  mod  indiffcrcn: 
perfon  mult  be  ilriick  at  the  fight  of  this  fpee- 
tacie. 

After  fome  days  have  pafl,  they  go  in  proccfTio:; 
to  a  lar^e  council-room  built  on  purpofe,  whcr^ 
they  hang  up  againft  the  walls  the  bones  and  car- 
cafTes,  in  the  fame  condition  in  which  they  wen: 
taken  up,  and  they  difpkiy  the  prefcnts  deftined 
for  the  dead.  If  an^.ongft  the  relt  there  happen  to 
be  the  remains  of  fome  chief,  his  fuccefibr  gives  a 
grand  rcpniu  in  his  name,  and  fings  his  fong.  In 
Icveral  places  the  dead  bodies  are  carried  from  can- 
ton to  canton,  where  they  are  always  received  with 
great  demcnitrations  of  grief  and  tendernefs,  and 
every  where  prefents  are  made  them  :  laflly,  they 
carry  them  to  the  place  where  they  are  to  remain 
for  eternity.  But  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  all  thefe 
procefTions  are  to  the  found  ot  inltruments,  ac 
companied  with  the  fined  voices,  and  that  evtry 
perfon  obferves  an  exa<5l  cadence  in  his  motion. 

This  lad  and  common  place  of  burial,  is  agrea. 
ditch  lined  with  the  fined  furs  and  with  whatevei 
is  mod  precious.  The  prefents  dedincd  for  the 
dead  are  placed  apart,  and  in  proportion  as  the  pio- 
cefifion  arrives,  each  family  places  itfelf  on  a  kind 
of  fcafFolds  creeled  around  the  ditch.  The  moment 
the  dead  bodies  J.re  depofitedj  the  women  begin 
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their  cries  and  lamentations.  Afterwards  all  the  fpec- 
tators    go  down  into   the  ditch,  when  every  one 
takes  a  Tmall  quantity  of  earth  which  he  preferves 
with  the  greateft  care,  from  a  belief  that  it  brings 
good  luck  at  play.     The  dead  bodies  and  bcnes 
are  placed  in  proper  order,  being  covered  with  new 
furs,  over  which  is  a  layer  of  bark,  and  above  all 
are  thrown  (lones,  timber  and  earth.     Every  one 
afterwards  retires  to  his  own  home,  hut  the  women 
continue  to  return  for  feveral  days  to  the  fame  place, 
to  depofite  fome  fagamity  by  way  of  food  for  the 
departed. 


! 

* 

I  am,     &:c. 


O    2 


LETTER 


1 

UiJi 

.<■  ;r 


%-h 


(    '97    ) 


LETTER    XXViU 


':[ 


Foyage  to  Pimitecruy.  Of  the  river  of  the  111!-- 
nois  J  Reception  of  prifoners  of  war  amongfl 
that  people.  Manner  of  burning  them.  Some 
particulars  of  their  manner  of  living. 


Madanu 


PimUeouy,  Od:.  5,  1721, 


ON  the  night  between  the  1 7th  and  1 8th  of 
laft  month,  the  froft,  which  for  eight  days 
before  had  been  pretty  fenfible  every  morning,  was 
confiderably  encreafed  i  this  was  early  for  the  cli- 
mate in  which  we  were,  it  being  in  40  deg.  40  min; 
north  latitude.  The  following  days  we  continued 
our  voyage,  failing  from  morning  till  night,  being 
favoured  by  a  pretty  ftrong  current,  arid  fometimes 
by  the  wind  •,  we  made,  indeed,  a  great  deal  of  way^ 
but  yet  advanced  very  little  in  our  courfe ;  after 
having  failed  ten  or  twelve  leagues,  we  often  found 
ourfelves  fo  near  our  laft  encampment,  that  from 
the  one  place  to  the  other  we  could  have  feen  one 
another,  or  even  converfed  together  ac  lead  by  itieana 
of  a  fpeaking  trumpet. 
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We  were  a  little  comforted  for  this  inconvenience 
by  the  extreme  plenty  of  game  on  the  river  and  if; 
banks,  which  were  lattcncd  by  the  wild  oacs  then 
in  their  maturity.  I  likewifc  gathered  fome  ripe 
grapes,  of  the  fize  and  figure  of  a  miifket-ball,  and 
luffieiently  tender,  but  of  a  bad  rclifh.  Thefe  are, 
to  all  appearance,  the  ilime  with  what  are  called 
Pnwe  Grapes  in  I^ouifiana.  The  river,  by  degrees, 
takes  a  (Iraiter  courl'e,  but  its  banks  are  not  plea- 
fant  till  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  leagues  from  its 
fource.  It  is  even  throughout  that  whole  fpace 
very  narrow,  and  as  it  is  bordered  with  trees  which 
have  their  roots  in  the  water,  when  any  one  hap- 
pens to  fall  it  bars  up  the  whole  river,  and  a  greai' 
deal  of  time  is  loft  in  clearing  a  paflage  for  a 
canoe. 
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All  thele  difficulties  being  pafTed  the  river  at  the 
diftance  of  fifty  leagues  from  its  fource,  forms  a 
fmall  lake,  after  which  it  grows  confiderably  broader. 
The  country  becomes  beautiful,  confifting  of  un- 
bounded meadows,  where  buftldoes  are  to  be  feeii 
grazing  in  herds  of  two  or  three  hundred;  but  here 
it  is  necefl*ary  to  keep  a  good  look  out,  for  fear  of 
being  furprized  by  the  Sioux  and  Outagamies,  whom 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Illinois,  their  mortal  ene- 
mies diaws  hither,  and  who  give  no  more  quarter 
to  thofe  French  whom  they  happen  to  meet  in  their 
way.  The  misfortune  is,  that  the  Theakiki  lofes 
in  depth,  in  proportion  as  it  encreafes  in  breadth, 
fo  that  we  were  often  obliged  to  unload  the  canoe 
and  travel  on  foot,  which  is  never  done  without  fomc 
danger,  by  which  means  T  fliould  have  been  greatly 
embarralled,  if  I  had  not  been  furnifhed  with  an 
cfcorte  at  the  river  St.  Jofeph. 
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I  was  not  a  Uttlc  furprized  at  feeing  fo  little  water 
;n  the  1  hcakiki,  notwithllaiuling  ir  receives  a  ('ood 
many  pretty  large  rivers,  one  of  vvluch  is  pj.ore 
than  I  2c)  feet  in  breadth  at  its  mouth,  and  has 
been  called  ihe  Rh':r  of  the  Iro^acis,  bccaulii  fome 
of  that  nation  v/ere  lurprized  on  it^.  banks  by  the 
lihnois,  who  killed  a  f^reat  many  of  tliem.  Thiti 
check  mortifi.d  tliein  fo  much  the  more,  as 
they  iicld  the  Ilhnois  in  great  contempt,  who  in- 
deed for  tlie  moft  part  are  not  able  to  ftand  before 
them. 

I'he  ?7th  of  September  wc  arrived  at  the  Forksy 
tliat  being  the  name  given  by  the  Canadians  to  the 
phice  where  the  'i  heakiki  and  the  river  of  the  IHi- 
nois  join.  This  Jafl,  notwithftanding  it  is  fixty 
leagues  from  its  fource  is  ftill  fo  very  fhallow,  that 
T  have  feefi  a  buffalo  crofs  it,  without  being  up  to 
the  mid -leg  in  water,  The  T  heakiki  on  the  con- 
trary, befides,  that  it  brings  its  waters  from  the 
dillance  of  a  hundred  leagues,  is  a  moft  beautiful 
river.  Here,  however,  it  lofes  its  name,  without 
doubt,  becaufe  the  IlUnois  having  fettled  it  in  fevc- 
ral  places  from  the  other,  have  communicated  to  it 
their  own.  Being  enriched  all  of  a  fudden  with 
this  jun6lion,  it  does  not  yield  in  largenefs  to  any 
o.'^  our  rivers  in  France  ;  and,  I  can  afllire  you, 
Madam,  it  is  not  poflible  to  behold  a  finer  and  a 
better  country  than  this  which  it  waters,  at  leail:  as 
far  as  the  place  from  v>'hence  I  write.  But  it  docs 
not  acquire  a  depth  correfpondent  to  its  breadth,  till 
fifteen  leagues  below  the  Forks  •,  though  in  that  in- 
terval many  other  rivers  fall  into  it. 

The  large  ft  of  thcfe  is  called  Pift'coui^  and  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fine  country  of  the  Mafcotins.  Ax. 
its  mouth    is  a  fall,  or  a   rapid  ftream,  which  is 
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catlcc!  U  Charbonicre,  or  tlie  Coal-pit,  from  tlic 
great  quantity  of  Tea  coal  found  in  the  places  adja- 
cent. Nothing  is  to  be  fcen  in  this  courfc  but  im- 
menfe  meadows,  intcrfpcrfcd  with  fmall  copies  of 
wood,  which  feem  to  have  been  planted  by  the  hand  •, 
the  grafs  is  \o  very  high  that  a  man  is  loft  amongll 
it,  but  paths  are  every  where  to  be  found  as  well 
trodden  as  they  could  have  been  in  the  bed  peopled 
countries,  though  nothing  pafles  that  way  except^ 
rng  buffaloes,  and  from  time  to  time  fome  herds  of 
deer,  and  a  few  roe- buck. 

A  league  below  the  coal-pit  you  fee  a  rock  on 
the  right,  entirely  round,  extremely  high,  and  its 
ilimmit  in  the  form  of  a  terrafs  ;  this  is  called  th; 
Fori  of  the  Miawis,  becaufe  thefe  Indians  had  for- 
merly a  village  there.  A  league  beyond  this  on  the 
left,  is  feen  another  rock,  quite  fimilar  to  the  for- 
mer, and  which  has  got  the  fimple  appellation  of 
ibe  Rock.  This  is  the  point  of  a  very  high  terras, 
Itretching  the  ipace  of  two  hundred  paces,  and 
bending  or  winding  with  the  courfc  of  the  river 
which  is  very  broad  in  this  place.  This  rock  is 
ileep  on  all  fides,  und  at  a  diltance  one  would  take 
It  for  a  fortrefs.  Some  remains  of  a  palifado  are 
Hill  to  be  feen  on  it,  the  Illinois  having  formerly 
call  up  an  entrenchment  here,  which  might 
be  eafily  repaired  in  cafe  of  any  irruption  of  the 
enemy. 

The  village  of  thefe  Indians  flands  at  the  foot  of 
this  rock  in  an  ifland,  which,  together  with  feveral 
others,  all  of  a  wonderful  fertility,  divides  the  ri- 
ver in  this  place  into  two  pretty  large  channels.  I 
went  aihore  here  in  the  evening  about  four  o'clock, 
where  I  met  with  fome  of  my  countrymen,  who 
were  trading  with  the  Indians.     I  had  fcarce  landed 

when 


(       201       ) 

wlien  1  received  a  vifit  from  the  chief  of  the  vil- 
lage, who  is  a  man  of  about  forty  years  of  age, 
well-made,  of  a  mild  temper,  a  good  countenance, 
and  very  well  fi)okcn  of  by  the  French. 

1  afterwards  went  up  to  this  rock  by  a  pretty  eafy, 
but  very  narrow  aiizent.  I  found  here  a  very  level 
trrras,  and  of  a  great  extent,  where  twenty  men 
might  defend  themfelves  againfl  all  the  Indians 
of  Canada,  provided  they  had  fire-arms,  and  could 
be  fupplied  with  water;  but  tliat  is  only  to  be  had 
from  the  river,  and  to  obtain  it  they  would  be  ob- 
liged to  expofc  themfelves.  The  only  refourcc  of 
the  befieged  would  be  the  natural  impatience  of 
thofe  barbarians.  In  fmall  parties  they  will  wait 
with  pleafure  for  eight  or  ten  days  behind  a  bufh, 
in  the  hope  that  fome  one  may  pafs,  whom  they 
may  kill  or  take  prifoner ;  but,  in  large  bodies,  if 
they  do  not  fucceed  at  the  firft,  they  are  foon  tired, 
and  lay  hold  of  the  firfl:  pretence  to  retire,  which 
is  never  wanting,  a  dream,  real  or  pretended,  being 
all  that  is  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 

The  rain,  and  much  more  a  fpeflacle  which 
ftruck  me  with  horror,  prevented  me  from  making 
the  tour  of  thefe  rocks,  from  whence  I  imagined  I 
fhould  difcover  an  extenfive  country.  I  perceived 
at  the  extremity,  and  immediately  above  the  vil- 
lage, the  bodies  of  two  Indians  who  had  been  burnt 
a  few  days  before,  and  whom  they  had  left  accord- 
ing to  cullom,  to  be  devoured  by  the  birds,  in  the 
fame  pofture  in  which  they  were  executed.  The 
manner  of  burning  prifoners  amongfl  thefe  fouth- 
cin  nations  is  fomewhat  fingular,  and  they  have 
fome  cuftoms  different  from  the  others  in  their  man- 
r.er  of  treating  thofe  unhappy  wretches, 
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When  they  have  met  with  fucccfs  in  any  miJI- 
tary  expedition,  tlic  warriors  contrive  their  inarcli 
in  llu  h  a  manner,  t'iat  thty  always  arrive  at  tlie  vil- 
lage  in  the  evtnin^^.  As  loon  as  they  are  conic 
near  it,  they  halt,  and  when  nij,ht  is  come,  depute 
two  or  three  yoiuin;  people  to  the  chief,  to  inform 
him  of  tiie  pri:iripal  evcrnts  of  the  campaign.  On 
the  morrcnv  at  day-break  they  attire  their  prifoners 
in  new  robes,  drefs  their  hair  with  down,  paint  their 
fiices  with  dilFerent  colours,  and  put  into  their 
hands  a  white  llalV  fiirroundcd  with  the  tails  or 
deer.  At  the  fame  time,  the  war-chief  fliouts,  and 
the  whole  village  affembles  at  the  water -fide,  pro- 
vided it  happens  to  be  near  a  river. 

As  foon  as  the  warriors  appear,  four  young  per 
fons  well-drelTetl  embark  on  board  a  PJo^uc*,  tlic 
two  firll  carry  each  of  them  a  calumet,  and  proceed 
fmging  at  the  fame  time  to  fetch  the  prifoners  whom 
they  condu6l  as  ir.  triumph  to  the  cabbin  where 
they  are  to  be  judg'^d.  The  mafter  of  the  cabbin, 
to  whom  it  belongs  to  determine  their  fate,  bewna 
with  giving  them  to  eat,  and  holds  a  council  dur- 
ing the  repart.  In  cafe  they  grant  any  one  his  life, 
two  young  perfons  untie  him,  and  take  him  eacii  by 
a  hand,'  and  fo  make  him  run  with  all  his  might 
towards  the  river,  into  which  they  throw  him 
headlong.  They  alfo  throw  themfelves  into  it 
^fter  him,  and  when  thev  have  well  wafhcd 
him,  condu(5l  him  to  the  perfon  whofe  Have  he  is 
to  be. 

As  for  thofe  who  are  condemned  to  die,  as  foon 
as  fentence  is  pronounced,  the  cry  is  made  to  afieni- 

*  This  is  a  long  fort  of  bont  made  of  the  trunk  of  a  fiii;;l3 
tree.     Canoes  of  bark,  are  felJom  maj^  ufe  of  in  theft*  pait:. 

ble 


■it--,' 


hU 


(      2C3      ) 

hie  the  vlll.ic;c,  and  the  execution  is  put  oft"  no  longer 
than  till  the  nccelFciry  preparations  arc  made.    They 
hc[!,in  with  ilrippin!.',  the  rulHrcr  Hark" naked  ;  they. 
Hx  two  polls  in  the  ground,  to  which  they  nia'^e  ' 
fall  two  crols  pieces,  one  two  toot  IVom  tlie  f^^round, 
and  the  other  lix  or  fevcn  feet  higher,  and  this  is 
what  they  call  a  Iquare.     Tlity  caufe  the  pcrfon, 
who  is  to  fuller  to  mount  tiic  firll  crofs  piece,  to 
which  they  tie  his  feet  at  fome  didancc  from  each 
other  ;  they  afterwards  bind  his  hands  to  the  two 
angles  formed  by  the  upper  crofs  piece,  and  in  thi.T 
pulture  they  burn  him  in  all  the  diilcrent  parts  of 
his  body. 

The  wh(>le  village,  men,  women,  and  children' 
crowd  round  him,  every  one  being  at  liberty  to  in- 
fult  and  torment  him  at  pleafure.  If  none  of  the 
fpe6lators  happen  to  have  any  particular  reafon  to 
prolong  his  torments,  his  iliiTcrings  are  fcon  over, 
and  the  common  way  is  to  difpatch  him  with  ar- 
rows, or  elfe  they  cover  him  with  bark  to  which 
they  let  fire.  They  then  leave  him  to  himfelf  in 
his  fquare,  and  in  the  evening  vifit  all  the  cabbins, 
ftriking  with  rods  againd  the  furniture,  walls,  and 
roof,  in  order  to  frighten  the  foul  from  harbouring 
there,  to  revenge  the  mifchiefs  they  have  done 
his  body.  I'he  reO:  of  the  night  pafTes  in  re- 
joicing. 

If  the  party  hath  met  with  no  enemy,  or  if  they 
have  beer  obliged  to  fly,  they  enter  the  village  in' 
the  day-time,  obfcrving  a  profound  filcnce  •,  but  if 
they  have  been  beaten,  they  make  their  entry  in  the 
cvenins,  after  havino;  o-iven  notice  of  their  return 
by  a  death  cry,  and  named  all  tb.oie  they  have  loft, 
cither  by  ficknefs  or  the  Iword  of  the  enemy.  Some- 
tvmes  the  prifoners  arc  judged  and  executed  before 
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they  arrive  at  the  village,  and  efpecially,  if  they 
have  any  grounds  to  fear  their  being  refcued.  Some 
time  ago,  a  Frenchman  having  been  taken  by  the 
Outagamies,  thefe  barbarians  held  a  council  on  their 
march  to  determine  what  they  (hould  do  with  him. 
The  refult  of  their  deliberation  was  to  throw  a  fticlc 
upon  a  tree,  and  if  it  remained  there  to  burn  the 
prilbner,  but  not  to  throw  it  above  a  certain  num- 
ber of  times.  Happily  for  the  captive,  the  ftick 
fell  always  to  the  ground,  though  the  tree  was  ex- 
tremely bufhy. 

I  remained  twenty-four  hours  at  the  rock,  and 
to  oblige  the  favages,  and  to  teftify  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  them,  though  all  my  guides  encamped  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  I  lay  in  a  cabbin  in  the 
middle  of  the  village.  I  pafled  the  night  quietly 
enough,  but  was  very  early  awaked  by  a  woman 
that  dwelt  in  the  neighbouring  cabbin  v  on  her  awa- 
kening, flie  happened  to  call  to  mind  the  remem- 
brance of  a  fon  fhe  had  loft  fome  years  before,  and 
ihe  immediately  fell  a  weeping  or  finging  in  a  very 
mournful  tone. 

The  Illinois  have  the  chara6ler  of  bold  and  dex- 
terous thieves,  which  is  the  reafon  why  I  caufed 
tranfport  all  the  bagg.-ige  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
river ;  but  in  fpite  of  this  precaution,  and  the  watch- 
ful nefs  of  my  people,  when  we  came  [to  fet  out  we 
found  a  mufquet  and  ibme  other  trifles  wanting, 
•which  we  could  never  afrerwards,  by  any  means  re- 
cover. The  fame  evening  we  paffcd  the  laft  part: 
of  the  river,  where  you  are  obliged  to  carry  your 
canoe  ;  from  this  place  forwards,  it  is  every  where, 
both  in  breadth  and  deepnefs  equal  to  moil  great 
rivers  in  Europe. 

On 
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On  this  day,  likewife,  I  faw  parrots  for  the 
f:rfl:  time  •,  there  are  fome  it  is  true,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Theakiki,  but  only  in  the  fummer- 
time  ;  but  thefe  I  now  faw  were  only  ftragglers  on 
tlieir  paffage  to  the  Mifllflippi,  where  they  are  found 
at  all  feafons  of  the  year.  They  are  no  bigger  than 
a  blackbird,  their  head  is  yellow,  with  a  red  fpot 
in  the  middle ;  in  the  reft  of  their  plumage  green 
is  the  predominant  colour.  The  two  following 
days  we  crofTed  a  charming  country,  and  on  the 
third  of  Odlober  towards  noon  found  ourfelves  at 
the  entrance  of  Lake  Piniiteouy  \  this  is  a  widen- 
ing of  the  river,  which,  for  three  leagues  is  a 
league  in  breadth.  At  the  end  of  thefe  three  leagues 
you  find  on  the  right  a  fecond  village  of  the  Illi- 
nois, fifteen  lefigues  diftant  from  that  of  the 
rock. 


Nothing  can  be  more  delightful  than  its  fitua- 
tion  i  oppofite  to  it  is  the  profped  of  a  moft  beau- 
tiful forelt,  which  was  then  adorned  with  all  the 
variety  of  colours,  and  behind  it  is  a  plain  of  an 
immenfe  extent,  fkirted  with  woods.  The  lake 
and  riyer  fwarm  with  fifh,  and  the  banks  of  both 
with  game.  1  likewife  met  in  this  village  four 
French  Canadians,  who  informed  me,  that  I  was 
between  four  parties  of  enemies,  and  that  I  could 
;ieicher  go  backwards  nor  forwards  with  fafety  ; 
tliey  alfo  told  me,  that  on  the  way  I  had  come 
there  was  an  ambufcade  of  thirty  Outagamies, 
ithat  an  equal  number  of  the  fame  Indians  were 
hovering  about  the  village  of  Pimiteouy,  and 
that  another  body,  to  the  number  of  fourfcore, 
were  polled  lower  down  the  river  in  two  com- 
paniej 
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This  account  made  me  refled  on  what  had  pad 
the  evening  belbre  ;  we  had  flopt  at  the  extremity 
of  an  ifland  to  look  for  buftards  on  which  forri^ 
of  my  guides  had  fired  ;  and  we  heard  fomebody 
cutting  wood  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland.  The 
nearnefs  of  the  village  of  Pimeteouy  made  us  of 
opinion  that  this  muft  be  fome  of  the  Illinois,  and 
we  were  pleafed  with  this  thought ;  but  there  is  a 
flrono;  likelihood  that  thefe  were  fome  Outafi^a- 
mies,  who  having  difcovered  us,  and  not  darinfi- 
to  attack  us,  as  I  had  twelve  men  well  armed,  had 
a  mind  to  draw  fome  of  us  into  the  wood,  conclud- 
ing probably  they  would  eafily  manage  the  rcllj 
but  our  little  curiofity  faved  us  from  this  misfor- 
tune, which  I  fhould  certainly  not  have  fhunned,  if 
my  efcort  had  not  been  commanded  by  a  man  who 
had  no  mind  to  any  idle  delays. 

What  confirmed  us  flill  the  more  in  the  beli?: 
oF  the  four  Frenchmen,  is  that  thirty  warriors  of 
Pemiteouy,  and  thefe  too  commanded  by  the  chief 
of  the  village,  were  in  the  field,  to  try  to  get  more 
certain  information  of  the  enemy,  and  that  a  tew 
days  before  their  departure,  there  had  h:een  a  fliarp 
a6tion  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  which  the  two  par- 
ties had  taken  each  one  prifoner  •,  the  Outaganf 
had  been  burnt  at  the  dillancc  of  a  mufket-Hiot 
from  the  village,  and  was  ftill  in  his  fquare.  The 
Canadians  who  were  prefent  at  his  execution,  told 
me  it  had  lafted  fix  hours,  and  that  this  unhappy 
perfon  maintained  to  his  lalt  breath  that  he  was  an 
Illinois,  and  had  been  taken  when  a  child  by  the 
Outagamies,  who  had  adopted  him. 

He  had   however  fought  with  extreme  valour ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  a  wound  he  received  in  one 
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C'f  liis  legs,  he  had  not  been  taken  ;  but  as  he  could 
give  no  proofs  for  what  he  advanced,  and  had  been 
very  near  making  hi?  efcape,  they  did  not  chufe  to 
credit  him  on  his  word.  In  the  midft  of  his  tor- 
ments he  made  it  appear,  that  bravery  and  the  cou- 
rage to  endure  pain,  are  two  very  different  virtues, 
and  not  always  found  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon  ; 
for  he  fent  forth  lamentable  fhrieks,  which  ferved 
only  to  animate  his  tormentors :  it  is  true,  an  old 
Illinois  v/oman,  v/hofe  Ton  had  been  formerly  kil- 
led by  the  Outagamies,  did  him  all  the  mifciucf 
that  fury  infpired  by  revenge  could  invent  -,  ai:  laft, 
however,  taking  pity  on  his  cries,  they  covered  him 
v/ith  ftraw,  to  which  they  fet  fire,  and  as  he  v/as 
Itill  found  to  breathe  after  this  was  conr.med,  he 
was  pierced  with  arrows  by  the  children  :  for  the 
mod  part,  when  a  vidim  does  not  die  like  a  brave 
man,  he  receives  his  deatli's  wound  from  a  woman 
or  from  children  ;  he  is  unworthy,  fay  they,  to  die 
by  the  hands  of  men. 

In  the  mean  time.  Madam,  I  found  myfeh  very 
much  embaraffed.  On  the  one  hand,  my  guides 
did  not  imagine  it  prudent  to  advance  any  farther ; 
and  on  the  other  it  was  very  inconvenient  for  me  to 
winter  at  Pimiteouy.  I  fhould  even  have  been  ob- 
liged to  follow  the  Indians  to  their  winter  encamp- 
ment, by  which  means  I  fliould  have  loll'  a  whole 
year.  But  at  lafl  two  of  the  four  Canadians  I  found  at 
Pimiteouy,  having  offered  to  join  our  efcort,  every 
one  took  heart.  I  determined  to  fee  out  on  the 
morrow,  being  the  4th  of  Oftober;  but  the  rain 
and  fome  other  things  that  happened  prevented  me 
all  that  day. 
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111  the  afternoon  the  warriors  who  had  gone  out  on 
the  difcovery  returned,  v/ithout  railing  any  fhoucs, 
becaufe  they  had  icen  nothing.  They  all  filed  oli' 
before  me  with  a  pretty  fierce  air,  being  armed  only 
with  arrows  and  a  buckler  of  buffaloe's  hide,  and 
made  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  feeing  me  ♦,  for  it  is  a 
cuftom  among  the  warriors  not  to  take  notice  of  any 
body  whilft  they  are  in  an  armed  body  j  but  fcarce 
Lad  every  one  returned  to  his  cabbin,  when  the 
chief  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit  of  ceremony.  He  is 
a  man  of  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  good  11a- 
ture,  a  little  thin,  of  a  mild  difpofition,  and  extreme 
good  lenfe.  He  is,  befides,  the  bell  foldier  of  the 
nation,  and  there  are  none  of  the  Illinois  who  bet- 
ter deferve  the  firname  of  ttoSoc;  w;cj?,  which  Ho- 
mer gives  by  way  of  preference  to  the  hero  ot 
his  Iliad,  than  he.  This  is  faying  a  great  deal, 
for  the  Illinois  are  perhaps  the  fwifteft  footed  peo- 
ple in  the  world;  and  there  are  none  but  the  Mil- 
fouris  who  can  difpute  this  piece  of  excellence  with 
them. 

Perceiving  a  crofs  of  copper  and  a  fmall  image 
of  the  Virgin  fufpended  at  the  neck  of  this  Indian,  I 
imagined  he  had  been  a  Chriftian,  but  was  informed 
it  was  quite  otherwife,  and  that  he  had  drefled  himfelf 
in  that  manner  only  to  do  me  honour :  1  was  like- 
wife  told  a  ftory,  which  I  am  now  going  to  relate 
to  you,  without  defiring  you  fhould  give  it  any 
more  credit  than  its  authors  deferve,  who  were 
Canadian  travellers,  who  afifuredly  have  not  in- 
vented 't,  but  have  heard  it  affirmed  for  a  certain 
fad. 
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The  image  of  th    Virmn  which  this  Indian  car- 
ried  about  with  him  having  fallen  into  his  hands,  I 
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know  not  how,  he  was  curious  to  know  what  It  re- 
prefented  :  he  was  told  that  it  was  the  mother  of* 
God,  and  that  the  chiki  flie  hckl  in  her  arms  was 
God  himfelf,  who  had  made  himfelf  man  for  the 
falvation  of  the  human  fj)ecies :  the  myftery  of  this 
ineffable  incarnation  was  explained  to  him  in  a  few 
words,  and  he  was  further  told,  that  in  all  dangers 
the  Chriltians  conilantly  addreffed  themfelves  to  this 
holy  mother,  who  feldom  failed  to  extricate  them. 
The  Indian  liftencd  to  this  dilcourfe  with  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  fometime  afterwards  being 
hunting  by  himfelf  in  the  woods,  an  Outagami, 
who  had  been  lying  in  ambulh  came  upon  him  jult 
as  he  had  difcharged  his  piece,  and  levelled  it  at  his 
head.  Then  recolle6ting  what  he  had  been  told  a- 
bout  the  Mother  of  God,  he  invoked  her  protec- 
tion, and  the  Outagami  endeavouring  to  difcharge 
his  piece  it  mifled  lire.  Pie  cocked  it  a  Ibcond 
time,  but  the  fame  thing  happened  five  times  run- 
ning. In  the  mean  time,  the  Illinois  having  loaded 
his  piece,  levelled  in  his  turn  at  the  head  oi  his  e- 
nemy,  who  chofe  rather  to  furrender  than  to  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  fhot.  Ever  fmce  this  adventure,  the  Illi- 
nois chief  will  never  ftir  out  ot"  the  village  without 
carrying  his  fafegiiard  with  him,  by  means  of  which 
he  believes  himfelf  invulnerable.  If  this  fad  be  true, 
there  is  good  reafon  to  believe  that  it  has  only  been 
thro'  the  negled  of  the  miffionary  that  he  has  not 
as  yet  become  a  Chriftian,  and  that  the  Mother  of 
God  having  thus  preferved  him  from  a  temporal 
death,  will  likewife  procure  him  the  grace  of  a  fin*, 
cere  converfion  *. 


iv.. 


*  He  has  iit  reality  been  fince  converted. 
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Scarce  had  the  chief  left  me,  when  going  abroad 
mylelf,  in  ordir  to  viGt  the  neighbourhood  about 
the  village,    1  perceived  two  Indiana;  g^-ing  about 
from  ca'jbin  to  cabbin,  and  making  Irmeiitations 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  wor^an  of  the 
rock,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  to  you.    The 
one  had  loH-  his  f;  icnd  in  the  laft  expedition,  and 
the  other  was   the  father  of  the  deceafed.     They 
walked  at  a  great  rate,  laying  both  their  hands  on 
the  heads  of  all  they  met,  probably  to  invite  them 
to  partake  in  their  grief.     1  hofe  who  have  fought 
for  refemblances  between  the  Hebrews  and  Ameri- 
cans, undoubtedly  would  not  have  failed  to  take 
notice  of  this  manner  of  weeping,  which  from  fome 
expreflions  in  the  fcriptures,  thefe  hunters  after  con- 
jedtures  might  have  had  room  to  to  imagine  had 
been  in  ufe  amongll  the  people  of  God. 

Towards  evening  the  chief  fcnt  me  an  rnvitatlon 
to  meet  him  at  a  houfe  where  one  of  the  mifliona- 
ries  had  lodged  fome  years  before,  where  probably 
they  ufed  to  hold  their  councils  -,  I  went  thither  and 
found  him  with  two  or  three  of  the  ciders.     He  be- 
gan with  telling  me  that  he  wanted  to  inform  me  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  danger  to  which  I  (hould  ex- 
pofe  myfelf  by  continuing  my  journey  ;  and  that 
after  having  well  eonfidered  every  thing,  he  advifed 
me  to  fufpend  my  departure  till  the  feafon  of  the 
year  fhould  be  a  little  farther  advanced,  in  the  hopes 
that  the  parties  of  the  enemy  might  iti  the  mean- 
time withdraw  and  leave  the  way  open.     Sufped- 
ing  that  he  might  have  his  views  in  detaining  me 
at   Pimiteouy,  I  gave  him  to  underftand  that  hi& 
reafons  had  no  great  weight  with  me,  and  added 
that  I  had  IHil  more  cogent  ones  to  haften  my  de- 
parture.    My  anfwer  feemed  to  give  him  pain,  and 
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I  foon  perceived  that  it  proceeded  entirely  from 
his  affcdion  to  mc,  -ind  his  zeal  for  our  na- 
tion. 
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"  Since  your  refoludon  is  fixed,  fa  Id  he  to  me, 
I  am   of  opinion  that   all   the  Frenchmen  here 
fhould  join  you,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  your  con- 
voy.    I  have  already  declared  my  fentiments  to 
them  on  this  head,  and  have  reprei'ented  to  them 
in  a  very   flrong  manner,  that  they  fliould  for 
ever  lofe  their  honour  if  they  futiered  their  fa- 
ther to  cxpofe  h'mfelf  to  fuch  danger  without 
partaking  it  with  him.     I  earneftly  wifli  I  could 
"  accompany  you  myfelf  at  the  head  of  all  my  fol- 
diers,  but  you  are  not  ignorant  that  my  viiuige 
is  every  day  on  the  eve  of  being  attacked,  and 
it  is  not  proper  that  in  fuch  a  jundlure  I  Ihould 
either  be  abfent  myfelf,  or  leave  it  unprovided 
"  of  defence.     As  to  the  French,  nothing  can  de- 
"  tain  them  here  but  a  piece  of  felf-intereft,  which 
*'  they  ought  to  facrifice  to  the  care  of  your  pre- 
*'  fervation.     This  is  what  I  have  given  them  to 
**  underftand,  and  I  have  added  that  if  any  one  of 
them  Ihould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enany,  it 
would  only  be  the  lois  of  a  fingle  man,  where- 
as a  Father  is  himfelf  alone  worth  many,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  which  they  ought  not  to 
hazard^  in  order  to  prevent  fo  great  a  misfor- 
"  tune."' 

I  was  charmed,  Madam,  with  the  good  fenfe  of 
this  man,  and  ftill  more  with  his  generodty,  which 
carried  him  fo  far  as,  out  of  regard  for  me,  to  dif-^ 
penfe  with  the  afliftance  of  four  men,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  indifferent  to  him  in  the  fituatioil 
wherein  he  then  was.    I  have  not  even  doubted 
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that  he  wanted  to  keep  me  with  him,  in  order  to 
profit  r^f  my  el".orr  tor  his  dclence.  I  made  him  a 
crp  I  'r> my  .icknowkdgmtnts  for  his  rare*  and  good 
intention.';  towards  me,  and  afllired  him  that  I  was 
Vi'.ry  well  latislv-d  with  :h'j  French,  two  of  whom  I 
lho'.;id  leav  with  him  f  ;r  his  dcfena%  and  that  the 
other  twu  fiioLild  accompany  me  till  1  fhoiild  be 
in  n  place  of"  fif.  ty,  an.i  that  with  this  reinforcemenr 
I  believed  I  was  in  a  conrliti.)n  to  travel  over  all 
the  country  withoui  fe^r  ot  anything.  He  infixed 
no  laither,  and  I  retired. 

This  morning  he  came  to  pay  me  a  fecond  vifit, 
attended  by  his  mother- in-Luv,  whocanied  a  little 
intant  i't  her  arms.  ''  You  fee  before  you,  faid  he,  ad- 
"  drcfTing  i.imfelf  to  me.  a  father  in  great  afflidion. 
"  Refold  my  daughter  who  is  a  dying,  her  mother 
*'  having  already  Id  her  life  in  bringing  her  into 
*'  the  w^:rld,  and  ncne  of  our  women  have  been 
''  able  to  fucceed  in  making  her  take  any  nourifh- 
''  ment  She  throws  up  every  thing  flie  fwallows, 
"  and  ins  pciha^;S  but  a  few  hours  to  live  :  you 
"  will  do  me  a  great  favour  if  you  will  baptize  her, 
"  that  ilie  may  .ee  God  after  her  death,"  The 
chila  was  indeed  very  ill,  and  appeared  to  be  pall 
all  hopes  o  re-  ovt-ry,  fo  that  without  any  hcfituuon 
1  pel  formed  th.  ceremwny  of  baptifm  on  her. 

Should  n^y  voyage  I'n  every  other  refpect  be  entire- 
ly frr.'defs,  1  own  to  you,  Madim,  t  fliould  not 
regrtt  all  the  danger  and  fatigue  1  have  undergone, 
fince,  in  all  probability,  had  1  not  been  at  Pimi- 
teouy,  this  child  would  never  have  entered  into  the 
kingdom  oi  heaven,  where  I  make  no  doubt  but  it 
will  (bon  be.  I  even  hope  this  little  angel  will  ob- 
tain for  her  father  the  fame  grace  which  he  has  pro- 
cured 
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cured  for  her.  I  fliall  fct  out  in  an  hour,  and 
have  given  this  letter  to  tlie  two  PVcnchmen  whom 
1  leave  here,  and  who  are  refolved  to  Ijy  hold 
of  the  firft  opportunity  to  return  to  Canada. 

I  am,  ^c. 
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LETTER     XXVIir. 


Voyage  from  Pimiteouy  to  Kafkafquias.  Courfe  of 
the  River  of  the  Illinois.  Of  the  Copper  Mines, 
Of  the  MilTouri,  Of  the  Mitten  of  the  River 
Marameg.  B<fcription  of  T'>-t  Chartres,  and 
of  the  Mffion  of  Kafkafnuias.  Of  the  Fruit- 
trees  of  Loiiifiana.  L.jcription  of  the  Mifllf- 
fippi  above  the  T';  lois.  Different  Tribes  of  that 
Nation.  Some  'Traditions  cf  the  Indians.  Their 
Notions  about  the  StarSy  EcUpfes  and  Thunder, 
Their  Manner  of  calculating  Time, 
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Kajkafquias^  October  20,  1721, 

Madam^ 

Imuft  ingenuonfly  confefs  to  you,  that  at  my  de- 
parture from  Pimiteouy,  I  was  not  quite  fo  un- 
daunted as  I  pretended  to  be,  as  well  for  my  own  ho- 
nour as  not  entirely  to  difhearten  thole  who  ac- 
companied me,  fome  of  whom  had  much  ado 
to  dififemble  their  fear.  The  alarm  in  which  I 
found  the  Illinois,  their  mournful  fongs,  the  fight 
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of  the  dead  boJiesexpoffd  upon  the  frame*;,  terril)le 
objcdts,  which  cvf-rv  moniei.t  rt-'prcTctitcd  to  my 
im;iginati()n  whar  I  rniifl  cx{)('(il,  Ihould  I  have  the 
nnsfcjitune  to  iail  into  tin-  hands  of  thcle  baibari- 
ans  :  all  tlii«;  macie  fuch  an  ni})rt-frj()n  upon  mc, 
ihar  I  had  nut  the  command  lA'  myfllf,  ..iid  for 
ft'Vtn  or  eight  days  I  was  not  able  to  llccp  with 
tranquillity. 

I  was  nor,  indeed,  apprcbenfivc  of  an  open  at- 
tack  from  chf  tncmv,  b"c\  ufc-  I  ha*  fourteen  men 
with  me,  well  arnicd  ai.d  Uud^r  a  good  -  omman- 
dcr  •,  but  every  thing  was  to  be  ilreadcd  from  fur- 
prizes,  there  being  no  h\buur  \\Inch  the  Ii.dians 
will  not  undergo,  n  ord.r  to  i  riw  their  enemies 
hno  the  fumes  winch  th-  y  lay  tor  .hem.  One  of 
the  motl  common  is  to  counrerleit  the  cry  of  fbme 
wild  beaft,  or  the  voice  of  f •  iti  bird,  in  the  imi- 
tation of  which  they  are  To  (dexterous,  that  people 
arc  every  day  deceived  by  them.  For  intlance,  be- 
ing cncamptd  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  they 
imagine  that  they  hear  the  cry  of  a  bufT.ilo, 
deer,  or  wild  duck  •  two  or  three  run  thither 
in  hopes  of  finding  game,  and  frevnuently  never 
return. 


The  diflance  between  I'imiteouy  and  the  MifTif- 
rppi,  is  reck(3n  d  to  be  leventy  1  agues:  I  have 
already  f.ud,  that  from  the  rock  to  Pimiteouy,  there 
is  fifteen  •,  the  former  (-f  tliele  two  villages  is  in 
forty  one  degree?,  north  lat  and  the  mouth  of 
the  river  of  the  Illinois  in  forty  •,  fo  that  from 
the  rock,  the  courfe  of  this  river  is  weflward 
inciinin  a  little  to  the  fbuth,  biit  with  ftveral 
windings  or  circuits.  1  here  are  iflands  fcattered 
up  and  down  in  it,  feme  of  which  are  pretty  large-, 
its  b.:pks  arc  but  low  in  feveral  places.    During  the 
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rpring  tlir  menclows  on  the  right  and  left  are 
for  tli'j  moll  part  under  wntcr,  and  afterwards  are 
covered  with  very  tall  grafs.  It  is  pretended  this 
liver  abounds  every  where  with  fifli,  but  we  had 
not  time  to  catch  any,  nor  had  we  any  furh  nets 
as  the  dc[)th  ot  its  waters  wcnild  require.  Wc 
woulil  much  rather  have  killed  a  bulfalo  or  roe- 
buck, and  of  thefe  we  had  our  choice. 

On  the  fixth,  we  perceived  a  number  of  bufTa- 
loes  fwimming  acrofs  the  riv-. r,  with  a  gr^at  deal  of 
precipitation,  which  we  doubted  not  had  been  [)ur- 
iued  by  fome  of  the  enemy's  parties,  of  whom  wc 
have  already  fpoken  •,  this  obliged  us  to  continue 
our  voyage  all  night  in  order  to  get  at  as  great 
dillance  as  poflible  from  fuch  dangerous  neigh- 
bours. On  the  morrow  before  day-break  we  paf- 
fed  by  tiic  Sagumont^  a  large  river  which  comes 
from  the  fouth,  and  five  or  fix  leagues  below  that 
wc  left  on  the  fame  fide  a  fmaller  one,  called  the 
liver  of  the  AUco/ines  -,  thefe  are  a  large  kind  of 
root,  which  eaten  raw  is  a  rank  poiion,  but  which 
when  roaftcd  five  or  fix  hours  or  more  before  a  flow 
fire,  lofes  all  its  pernicious  quality.  Betwixt  thefe 
two  rivers,  and  at  an  equal  diftance  from  either, 
is  a  marfh  called  AJaLhoiitin^  precifely  half  way  be- 
tween Pimiteouy  and  the  Miflifilppi. 

Soon  after  pafTing  the  river  of  the  Macoplnes, 
we  perceived  the  banks  of  the  Mifiifrippi,  which 
are  extremely  high.  Notwithltanding  which  we 
were  above  four  and  twenty  hour:;,  and  that  fre- 
quently under  full  fail,  before  we  entered  it;  for 
at  this  place  the  river  of  the  Illinois  changes  its 
courfe  from  well  to  fouth  and  by  eaft.  One  might 
fay,  that  out  of  regret  to  its  being  obliged  to  piy 
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the  tribute  of  Its  waters  to  another  river,  it  endca^ 
vours  to  return  back  to  its  fource. 

At  its  entrance  into  the  Mifllflippi,  its  channel 
runs  eaft-fouth-eaft,  On  the  ninth  of  this  month 
a  little  alter  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  found  our- 
felves  in  this  river,  which  makes  at  prelent  fo 
great  a  noife  in  France,  leaving  on  our  right  a  large 
meadow,  whence  ifTucs  a  fmall  river,  in  which  there 
is  a  great  quantity  of  copper.  Nothing  can  be 
rnore  delightful  than  this  whole  coafl:.  But  it  is 
quite  another  thing  on  the  left,  there  being  on  that 
fide  very  high  mountains,  interfperfed  with  rocks, 
amongft  which  grow  a  few  cedars  *,  but  this  is  only 
a  narrow  chain,  and  conceals  behind  it  very  fine 
meadows. 

On  the  tenth  about  nine  in  the  morning,  after 
failing  five  leagues  on  the  Mifliffippi,  we  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  MifTouri,  which  lies  nortn-wcft 
and  fouth-fouth-eaft.  Here  is  the  fineft  conflu- 
ence of  two  rivers  that,  I  believe,  is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  whole  world,  each  of  them  being  about 
half  a  league  in  breadth  •,  but  the  Miffouri  is  by 
far  the  mod  rapid  of  the  two,  and  feems  to  enter 
the  MiiriiTippi  like  a  conqueror,  carrying  its  white 
waters  unmixed  acrofs  its  channel  quite  to  the  op- 
posite fide  i  this  colour  it  afterwards  communi- 
cates to  the  MifTifllppi,  which  henceforth  it  never 
JolVs,  but  hurls  v/ith  precipitation  to  the  fea  ic- 
feif. 

We  lay  this  night  in  a  village  of  the  Caoqtiks 
and  the  Tamarcuas,  two  Illinois  tribes  which  have 
been  united,  and  together  compofe  no  very  numerous 
canton.  This  village  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  river 
which  runs  from  the  eafl,  and  has  no  water  but  in 
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the  fpring  feafon  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  walk 
above  half  a  league,   before  we  could  get  to  our 
cabbins.     I  was  aftcnifhed  they  had  pitched  upon 
fo  inconvenient  a  fituation,  efpecially  as  they  had 
fo  many  better  in  their  choice  •,  but  I  was  told  that 
the  MiflifTippi  v/aflied  the  foot  of  that  village  when 
it  was  built,  that  in  three  years  it  has  loft  half  a 
league  of  its  breadth,  and  that  they  were  thinking 
of  leeking  out  for  another  habitation,  which  is  no 
great  aff«tir  amongft  the  Indians. 

I  pafTed  the  night  in  the  millionaries  houfe,  who 
are  two  Ecclefiafticks  from  the  feminary  of  Que- 
beck,  formerly  my  difciples,  but  they  muft  now 
be  my  mafters.  M.  Taumur  the  eldeft  of  ihe  two 
was  abfent  i  I  found  the  youngelt  M.  le  Mercier 
fuch  as  he  had  been  reprefented  to  me,  rigid  to 
himfelf,  full  of  charity  to  others,  and  difpiaying 
in  his  own  perfon,  an  amiable  pattern  of  virtue. 
But  he  enjoyed  fo  ill  a  ftare  of  health,  that  I  am 
afraid  he  w:ll  not  be  ab'e  long  to  fupport  that  kind 
of  life,  which  a  miffionary  is  obliged  to  lead  in 
this  country. 

On  the  eleventh  after  failing  five  leagues  farther, 
I  left  on  my  right  the  river  Marameg^  where  they 
are  at  prefent  employed  in  fearching  for  a  filver 
mine.  Perhaps,  your  Grace  may  not  be  difpleafed 
if  I  inform  you  what  fuccefs  may  be  expedled  from 
this  undertaking.  Here  follows  what  i  have  been 
able  to  learn  about  this  affair  from  a  perfon  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  who  has  refided  for 
feveral  years  on  the  fpot.  In  ihe  year  1 7 1 9,  the 
Sieur  de  Lochon  being  fent  by  the  Weft-India  com- 
pany in  quality  of  founder,  having  dug  in  a  place 
which  had  been  marked  out  to  him,  drew  up  a 
pretty  large  quantity  of  ore,  u  pound  whereof, 
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which  took  up  four  days  in  melting,  produced  as 
they  fay  two  drams  of  filver ;  but  fome  have  fuf- 
peded  him  of  putting  in  this  quantity  himfelf.  A 
few  months  afterwards  he  returned  thither,  and 
without  thinking  any  more  of  the  filver,  he  extra61ed 
from  two  or  tlirce  thou  find  weight  of  ore,  fourteen 
pounds  of  very  bad  lead,  which  fto^d  him  in 
fourteen  hundred  franks.  Difgulled  with  a  la- 
bour which  was  fo  unprofitable,  he  returned  to 
France. 

The  company,  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  in- 
dications which  had  been  given  them,    and  that 
tl  e  incapacity  of  the  founder  had  been  the  folc  caufe 
of  their  bad  fuccefs,  fent  in  his  room   a  Spaniard 
called  Antonio,  who  had  been  taken  at  the  fiege  of 
Pcnlacola,  had  afterwards  been  a  galley-fiuve,  and 
boalled  much  of  his  having  wrought  in  a  mine  at 
Mexico.     They  gave  him  very  confiderable  ap- 
pointments, but  he  fucceedcd  no  better  than  had 
done  the  Sieur  de  Lochon.     He  was  not  difcou- 
raged  himfelf,  and  others  inclined  to  believe  he 
had  failed  from  his  not  being  verfed  in  the  con- 
llrudion  of  furnaces.     He  gav^e  over  the  fearch 
after  lead,  and  undertook  to  make  filver  ;    he  dug 
down  to  the  rock  which  was  found  to  be  eight  or 
ten  feet  in  thick nefs ;   feveral  pieces  of  it  were 
blown  up  and  put  into  a  crucible,  from  whence 
it  was  given  out,  that  he  extra6led  three  or  four 
drams  of  filver ;    but  many  arc  ilill  doubtful  of  the 
truth  of  this  fad. 

About  this  time  arrived  a  company  of  the  king's 
miners,  under  [the  dircdion  of  one  La  Renaudiere, 
who  refolving  to  begin  with  the  lead  mine,  was 
Able  to  do  nothing  ;  becaufe  neither  he  himfelf  nor 
^ny  of  his  company  were  in  the  leaft  acquainted 
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with  the  conftrii(5lion  of  furnaces.  Nothing  could 
be  m  re  furprizing  than  the  facility  with  w'.iich 
the  company  at  that  time  expofed  themfclves  to 
great  expences,  and  the  little  precaution  they  took 
to  be  fatisfied  of  the  capacity  of  thofe  they 
employed.  La  Renaudiere  and  his  miners  not  be- 
ing able  to  produce  any  lead,  a  private  company 
undertook  the  mines  of  Marameg,  and  the  Sieur 
Renaud  one  of  the  direclors,  fuperintended  them 
with  care.  In  the  month  of  June  laft  he  found  a 
bed  of  lead  two  foot  in  thicknefs,  runinng  to  a 
great  length  over  a  chain  of  mountains,  where  he 
has  now  fct  his  people  to  work.  He  flatters  him- 
felf  that  there  isfilver  below  the  lead.  Every  body 
is  not  of  his  opinion,  but  time  will  difcover  the 
truth. 
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Yeflerd^y  I  arrived  at  Kafl<:afquias  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  Jefuits  have  here  a 
very  flourifliing  mifljon,  which  has  lately  been  di- 
vided into  two,  thinking  it  convenient  to  have 
two  cantons  of  Indians  inllead  of  one.  The  moft 
numerous  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Miffiffippi,  of  which 
two  jefuits  have  the  fpiritual  direction  :  half  a 
league  below  fl:ands  fort  Chartres,  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mufket-fliot  from  the  river.  M.  Du- 
guc  dc  Boifbrillard,  a  gentleman  of  Canada,  com- 
mands here  for  the  company,  lo  whom  this  place 
belongs ;  the  French  are  now  beginning  to  fettle 
the  country  between  this  fort  and  the  firfl:  million. 
Four  leagues  farther  and  about  a  league  from  the 
river,  is  a  large  village  inhabited  by  the  French, 
who  are  ^mofl  all  Canadians  and  have  a  jeluit  for 
their  curate.  1  he  fecond  village  of  the  Illinois 
lies  farther  up  the  country,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues  from  this  laft,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  a 
fourth  jtTuit. 
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The  French  in  this  place  Hve  pietty  much  at 
their  cafe  -,    a  Fleming,  who  was  a  domeftic  of  the 
jefuits,  has  taught  then  to  fow  wheat  which  fuc- 
ceeds   very  well.      They   have  black   cattle   and 
poultry.     The  Illinois  on  their  part  manure   the 
ground  after  their  fafliion,  and  are  very  laborious. 
They  likewife  bring  up  poultry,  which  they  fell 
to  the  French.     Their  women  are  very  nea^'-hand- 
ed  and  induftrious.     They  fpin  the  wool  of  the 
buffaloe,  which  they  make  as  fine  as  that  of  the 
Englifli  fheep ;    nay  fometimes  it  might  even  be 
miltaken  for  filk.     Of  this  they  manufacture  fluffs 
which  are  dyed  black,  yellow,  or  a  deep  red.     Of 
thefe  ftufFs  they  make  robes  which  they  few  with 
thread  made  of  the  finews  of  the  roe-buck.     The 
manner  of  making  this  thread  is  very  fimple.     Af- 
ter dripping  the  Hefh  from   the  finews  of  the  roe- 
buck, they  expofe  them  to  the  fun  for  the  fpace  of 
two   days-,     after   they  are   dry  they  beat  them, 
and  then  without  difficulty  draw  out  a  thread  af^ 
white  and  as  fine  as  that  of  Mechlin,  bur  much 
ftronger. 

The  French  canton  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
a  river,  the  banks  of  which  are  extremely  high,  fo 
that  though  the  waters  fometimes  rife  five  and 
twenty  feet,  they  feldom  overflow  their  channel. 
All  this  country  is  open  confiding  of  vad  meadows 
to  the  extent  of  five  and  twenty  leagues,  which  are 
interfperfed  with  fmall  copfes  of  very  valuable 
wood.  White  mulberries  efpecially  are  very  com- 
mon here  •,  but  I  am  furprized  that  the  imhabitants 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  cut  them  down  for  the  buik'r 
ingof  their  houfes,  erpecially,  as  there  is  a  fuffici- 
ent  quantity  of  other  trees  equally  proper  for  tha: 
purpofe. 
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The  moft  remarkable  of  the  fruit-trees,  peculiar  to 
this  country,  are  the  t^acane,  the  Aciminc,  and  the 
Piakimine  trees.  The  Pacane  is  a  nut  o\  the  fize 
and  (hape  of  a  large  acorn.  The  (hell  of  fome  of 
them  is  very  thin,  while  others  have  it  harder  and 
thicker,  but  the  fruit  is  lb  much  the  lefs  on  that 
account.  All  have  a  very  fine  and  delicate  talle ; 
the  tree  rifes  to  a  great  height ;  in  its  wood,  bark, 
fmell  and  fhape  of  iis  eaves,  it  feems  to  me  great- 
ly to  refemble  the  filbert  trees  of  Europe. 

The  Acimine  is  a  fruit  u"^  the  length  of  a  man's 
finger,  and  an  inch  in  diameter.  Its  pulp  is  ten- 
der and  fvveetilh,  and  full  of  a  feed  much  refem- 
hling  that  of  the  water  melon.  The  tree  grows  to 
no  great  height  or  thicknefs  ;  all  thofe  I  have  feen 
being  nothing  but  (hrubs,  the  wood  of  v/hich  is 
very  tender.  Its  bark  is  thin,  its  leaves  long  and 
large  like  thofe  of  the  chefnut,  but  of  a  deeper 
green. 

The  Piakinnine  is  in  fhape  like  a  damafk  plum, 
though  Jjfimewhat  larger  :  its  fkin  is  tender,  its 
fubftaisee  watery,  and  colour  red  ;  and  has  befides 
a  very  delicate  flavour.  It  contains  feeds  which 
differ  only  from  thofe  of  the  Acimine,  in  being 
fomewhat  fmaller.  The  Indians  make  a  pafte  of 
this  fruit,  which  they  bake  into  loaves  of  the  thick- 
nefs of  a  man's  finger,  and  of  the  confidence  of  a 
dried  pear.  The  tafle  feems  at  firfl  fomewhat  dif- 
agreeable,  but  people  are  eafily  accuflomed  to  it* 
It  is  very  nourifhing,  and  a  fovereign  remedy,  as 
they  pretend,  againll  a  loofenefs  and  bloody- 
flux.  The  tree  which  bears  this  fruit,  is  a  very 
fine  one,  and  about  the  fize  of  our  ordinary  plum- 
trees.     Its    leaves    have    five  points,    its    wood 
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is  of  a   middling  har  jnefs,    and   its   bark   very 
rough. 

The  Ofagesy  a  pretty  numerous  nation  fettled  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  bearing  their  own  name, 
which  runs  into  the  Miflburi  about  forty  leagues 
from  its  confluence  with  the  Miirifippi,  depute  Ibme 
or  their  people  once  or  twice  every  year  to  fing  the 
calumet  among  the  Kafkafquias,  and  they  arc  now 
atftually  here  at  prefent.  I  have  jull  feen  a  Mif- 
fburian  woman  who  tells  me,  her  nation  is  the  firfl: 
we  meet  with  in  going  up  the  Miflburi  ;  from 
whence  we  have  given  it  this  name,  on  account  of 
our  not  knowing  its  proper  appellation.  Their 
fettlement  is  eig  uy  leagues  from  the  confluence  of 
that  river  with  the  Miilifippi. 

A  little  higher  we  find  the  Canfez^  then  the 
O^otatasy  called  by  feme  the  Maclotatas  \  after- 
wards the  A'iouez^  and  laftly  the  Panis^^i  very  nume- 
rous nation,  and  divided  into  feveral  cantons,  which 
have  names  very  difi^erent  from  one  another.  This 
woman  has  confirmed  to  me,  what  I  had  before  learn- 
ed from  the  Sioux,  that  the  Miflburi  rifes  from  very 
high  and  bare  mountains,  behind  which  there  is 
another  large  river,  which  probably  rifes  from 
thence  alfo  and  runs  to  the  weftward.  This  tefti- 
mony  is  of  fome  weight,  becaufe  no  Indians  we 
know  of  arc  accuitomed  to  travel  fo  much  as  the 
MiflTouris.  _  • 

All  thefe  nations  of  whom  I  have  been  fpeaklng, 
dwell  upon  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Miflburi,  ex- 
cepting the  Aioucz  who  live  on  the  eaftern,  and 
"re  neighbours  to  the  Sioux  and  their  aUies.  The 
mof:  confiderable  rivers  which  fiill  into  the  Mil- 
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filfj)pi  above  the  river  of  the  Illinois,  are  in  the  fiiTt 
pLice,  the  river  of  Bujfalocs^  which  is  at  the 
tiiflance  of  twenty  leagues  from  the  former,  and 
comes  from  the  weihvard  ;  a  line  filt-pit  has  been 
(lifcovered  in  its  neighbourhood.  Pits  of  the  fame 
kind  have  been  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Mara- 
meg,  twi-nty  leagues  from  hence.  About  forty 
leagues  farther  is  the  /-Ijlew/ipi,  or  river  at  thd 
rock  \  bccaufe  ifs  mouth  is  «iiredly  oppofite  to  a 
mountain  placed  in  the  river  itfeU,  where  travellers 
affirm  rock-chryftal  is  to  be  found. 

Twenty-five  k'agues  higher  up,  we  find  on  the 
right  hand  the  Oiiif^onfing^  by  which  father  Mar- 
quette and  the  Sieur  Joliet  entered  the  Miflifippi, 
when  they  firft  difcovered  it.  The  Aiouez  who 
are  fettled  in  this  place,  lying  in  49  deg.  30  min. 
north  latitude,  who  are  great  travellers,  and  as  is 
faid  march  five  and  twenty  or  thirty  leagues  a  day, 
when  without  their  families,  tell  us  that  after  lea- 
ving their  country  we  fhould  in  three  days  arrive 
amongft  a  people  called  Omans^  who  have  white 
fkins  and  fair  hair,  efpecially  the  women.  They 
add,  that  this  people  is  continually  at  w^^r  with  the 
Panis  and  other  more  remote  Indians  towards  the 
weft,  and  that  they  have  heard  them  fpeak  of  a 
great  lake  very  Hir  from  their  country,  on  the  banks 
of  which  are  people  rcfembiing  the  French,  with 
buttons  on  their  cloiths,  living  in  cities,  and  ufing 
horfes  in  hunting  the  Buffalo,  ai^d  cloathcd  with 
thj  fkins  of  thit  anim-d  :  but  without  any  arms  ex- 
cept the  bow  and  arrov/. 

On  the  left  fiue  about  fifty  'eagues  above  the  ri- 
ver of  Buffr.Ioes,  the  river  Moin-cmi  iflufS  from 
the  midft  c;r  an   i;ii;rienfe  me>  clow,  which  fwaims 
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•with  Buffaloes  ami  oihcr  wild  beads :  at  us  en- 
trance into  the  Millirippi,  it  is  very  Ihallow  as  well 
as  narrow  ;  neverthelcfs,  its  courle  from  north  to 
well,  is  raid  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues 
in  length.  It  riles  from  a  lake  and  is  faid  to  form 
a  fecond,  at  the  diflance  of  fifty  leagues  from  the 
fir  11. 
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Turning  to  the  left  from  this  fecond  lake  we 
enter  into  Blue  River,  lb  called  from  its  bottom, 
which  is  an  earth  of  that  colour.  It  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  ri'.  cr  of  St.  Peler.  Going  up  to  the  Moin- 
gona,  we  had  great  plenty  of  pit  coal,  and  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  from  its  mouth  there  is  a 
very  large  cape,  which  caufcs  a  turn  in  the  river, 
in  which  place  its  waters  are  red  and  ftinking.  It 
is  afBrmed,  that  great  quantities  of  mineral  ftones 
and  fome  antimony  have  been  found  upon  this 
cape. 
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A  league  above  the  mouth  of  the  Moingona, 
there  are  two  rapids  or  flrong  currents  of  a  confi- 
derable  length  in  the  MilTifippi,  where  pafTengers 
are  obliged  to  unload  and  carry  their  pirogues  :  and 
above  the  ilcond  ropidt\  that  is  about  twenty 
leagues  from  the  Moingona,  there  are  lead  mines 
on  both  fides  of  the  river,  which  were  difcovercd 
fome  time  ago,  by  a  famous  traveller  of  Canada 
called  Nicholas  Perrot,  v\hofe  name  they  ftill  bear. 
Ten  leagues  above  the  Ouifconfing,  and  on  the 
fime  fide  is  a  meadow  fixty  leagues  in  length,  and 
bounded  by  mountains  which  afford  a  delightful 
profptCt-,  thirc  is  another  on  the  weft  fide,  but 
it  is  not  of  fuch  a  length.  Twenty  leagues 
higher  than  the  extremity  of  the  firft  mea- 
dow, the  river  grows  wider,  and  is  here  cal- 
led 
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led  /:'  lac  de  hon  Sccours.  'i'his  is  a  league  over  and 
ievcn  leagues  in  circuit.  Nicholas  Ptrrot  built  a 
fort  on  tiic  right  fide. 

On  1.  aving  this  lake  you  meet  with  I'  iJJd  Pdce^ 
or  Bah  I  iQap,(],  lb  named  Irom  its  havii^.g  no  trees 
upon  it ;  this  is  a  very  fine  meadow  :  and  the 
French  of  Canada  have  frequently  made  it  the 
ccnLcT  of  their  commerce  for  the  wellern  i^arts,  and 
many  h.ive  even  wintered  there,  all  this  country 
being  very  plentiful  of  game.  Three  leagues  above 
Bal'.'  liland  you  leave  on  your  right  hand  the  n- 
IV  c  de  Sainte  Croi\\,  or  river  of  the  Uol  rofs, 
which  proceeds  from  the  neighbourhood  o\  Lake 
ounerior  ;  copper  is  faid  to  have  been  found  near 
its  mouth.  Some  leagues  farther  you  leave  on  the 
left  the  river  of  St.  Peter,  the  banks  of  which 
are  inhabited  by  the  Sioux,  and  its  mouth  is  at 
no  great  diilance  from  St.  Anrhony's  fail.  Be- 
yond this  great  cafcade  the  Mifllfippi  is  alto- 
gether unknown. 

To  return  to  the  Illinois ;  if  what  I  have  heard 
afurted  in  feveral  places  be  true,  and  which  the 
Mifiouri  woman  above-mentioned  has  alfo'onfirm- 
ed  to  me,  that  they  and  the  Miamis  come  from 
the  banks  of  a  very  didant  Tea,  to  the  weft  ward  *, 
it  would  feem  that  their  firft  flation  after  they 
made  their  dcicent  into  this  country  was  the  Moi4> 
p,ona  :  at  leafc  it  is  certain,  that  one  of  their  tribes 
bears  that  name.     The  reft  are  known   under  the 

'  A  Miamife  woman  who  had  been  pri^jn-rr  among  the 
Sioux  alfuieJ  I'lther  de  Sr.  Pc,  at  }  rjfcrt  fiipe;;or  of  the 
niiliions  of  New -France,  t-'.at  flic  had  i;e;!i  c;;i;ied  by  the 
Moux  to  a  village  ot"  their  nation,  which  v/aj  very  near  the 
f^a. 
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names  oF  Pcrrias,  Taviarcuas^  Caoquids^  and  Kaf 
kafquias  •,  thde  tribes  arc  at  prelL-Pt  very  miuli 
contoLindcil,  unil  arc  become'  very  uu-onfiderat^k'. 
I'hcre  remains  on'y  a  very  Tmall  number  ot  the 
Kafkafquia.s,  and  tlur  two  villages  ol  that  liame 
are  almoli  entirely  compoied  of  the  I'aniiuMias 
and  Mclcii^iinoias^  a  torei:2ii  nation  adopted  by 
the  is.a]l:alquiiis,  and  originally  iettled  on  the  bjnks 
of  a  fmall  river  you  meet  with  going  down  the 
Mimfippi. 

This  is,  Madam,  all  I  can  at  j)rerent  inform 
you  of  with  lefpecl'  to  Louifiana.  which  country 
I  have  but  juft  entered  •,  but  before  I  conclude* 
this  letter,  1  mufl:  impart  to  you  a  few  circum- 
ftances  which  I  have  learned  on  my  journey  from 
the  river  St.  Jofeph  to  this  place,  and  which  will 
ferve  as  a  fupplement  to  what  I  have  already  laid 
of  the   Indians  in  general. 

You  might  have  feen  in  the  fable  of  Ata- 
hentfic  expelled  from  heaven,  fome  tiaces  of  the 
iiril  v^oman  driven  out  of  the  terreltrial  para- 
dife,  as  a  puniHiment  of  her  difobedicncc  -,  and 
of  the  deluge,  as  alio  of  the  ark  in  which  Noah 
faved  hiiijjelf  with  his  fanuly.  This  circum- 
llance  prevents  me  from  agreeing  to  the  opi- 
nion of  P.  de  Acofla,  who  alledges  that  this  ria- 
dition  docs  not  relped  the  univerfal  deluge,  bu!: 
another  peculiar  to  America.  In  efiedf,  the  AI- 
gonquins  and  all  the  nations  who  fpcak  their  lan- 
guage, fuppofing  the  creation  of  the  iirft  man, 
iay  that  his  pofterity  having  almoft  entirely  pe- 
rifhed  by  a  general  inundation,  a  perfon  named 
MeJJon^  whom  others  call  SakeUhak^  who  faw  the 
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whole    world    overwhclintd   by    the   \va?:;-r5   From 
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huttoirj  of  rnt!  uby Is  in  order  to  bring  Jiini  Ibrnc 
carch  i  that  this  raven  having  f.iled  to  execute 
his  commifTion,  he  fent  a  nr<.lk  rat  wiiich  had 
better  lucccfs ;  with  thw  rniall  quantity  of  earth 
which  this  ani  .';al  brouf^ht  him,  he  rcilorcd  the 
world  to  its  forn^er  (late  and  condition  ;  that 
he  fhot  arrows  into  the  trunk  of  trees  which 
iiill  appear,  and  that  thofe  arrows  were  chan- 
n;cd  into  brancluis  :  that  he  performed  leveral 
other  wonders  •,  and  that  out  ot  gratitude  for  the 
fervice  the  mullv-rat  had  done  hiim,  he  married 
aftmalc  of  his  fpecics,  by  whom  he  had  fhildnMi 
who  repeo;le(i  the  earth:  that  he  had  Lom- 
nuiiiicatcd  his  immonaiity  to  a  certain  favnge, 
which  he  g.vc  him  in  a  little  packet,  lorbiduipg 
jiini,  at  the  fame  time  to  open  if,  under  the  penal- 
ty of  iofiig  fo  precious  a  ^itc. 

The  ilurcjns  and  the  Iroquois  fay,  that  "T'a- 
ronhinagcn^  the  king  of  heaven,  gave  his  v/ife  fo 
rude  a  blow  with  his  foot,  that  it  made  her 
tuuib!c  down  from  heaven  to  earth  •,  that  this  wo- 
man  fell  upon  the  back  of  a  tortoi'e,  who  by  re- 
moving the  waters  of  the  deluge  with  his 
f.ct,  at  lift  difcovered  the  earth,  and^  carried 
the  woman  to  the  f(iot  of  a  tree,  where  Ilie 
brought  forth  twins,  and  that  the  elder  wh  m 
they  call  ^ahoinfiann^  ki.k'd  his  younger  bro- 
ther. 


It  is  not  at  all  furprifing,  that  thcfe  people  fo 
indiiicrtnt  about  the  paft,  and  to  whom  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  future  gives  fo  little  uneafinefs, 
Ihould  know  almoft  nothing  of  the  iieavens,  and 
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make  no  difference  between  the  pl.incts  nnd  fixcJ 
iLirs,  iiiilcls  it  be  their  dividinjj;  thtTc  hill  as  we 
do,  into  coniK nations.  The  iM.iadcs,  thc-y  call 
the  Dauccrs^  and  give  the  name  ot  the  /uv.r  to 
the  lour  tirll  ihus  of  that  conllclhition,  whicli 
we  call  the  (jnar  Bear  ;  the  three  otheis  which 
cornpolc  its  tail  are,  according  to  them,  three 
hunters  who  purluc  the  bearv  and  the  lirtle  liar 
whi  h  accom [panics  that  in  the  middle,  is,  with 
them  a  kettle  with  which  the  fecond  is  loa.ld. 
The  Indians  of  Acadia  call  this  and  the  next  con- 
Iteiiarion  limply  the  C}reat  and  Little  Rear  •,  but 
is  there  not  realon  to  lulptji:!:,  that  when  they  fptke 
in  this  manner  to  the  hiieur  Lefcarbot,  they  only 
repeated  what  they  had  bciore  heard  trum  the 
Irench  themfelves. 

The  Indians,  for  the  moll  part,  call  the  polar 
flai',  the  liar  which  has  no  motion.  It  is  thi« 
which  directs  their  courfe  by  night,  as  the  fun 
iervcs  them  for  a  compafs  by  day.  They  have 
likewile  orher  marks  by  which  to  diftinguifh  the 
north.  They  pretend  to  have  obferved  that  the 
tops  of  trees  incline  a  little  to  that  fide,  as  alio 
that  the  interior  pellicles  of  their  bark  are  thirkcr 
on  that  fide.  They  do  nor,  however,  truft  fo  en- 
tirely to  this,  as  to  ncgle6l  other  precautions  to  pre- 
vent their  wandering,  and  to  help  them  to  Hiid 
their  way  back  to  a  place  from  whence  they  had  fee 
out. 

As  to  what  regards  the  courfe  of  the  flars,  the 
caufes  of  the  celellial  phenomena,  the  nature  of 
meteors,  an<l  other  fuch  like  things ;  thev  are  with 
refpecl  to  all  thefe,  as  with  refpe6l  to  every  thing 
which  does  not  affcd  the  fenfes,  profoundly  ignorant 
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aikl  perfectly  indillcrcfiic.  WIuii  an  ccliplc  Iwp- 
pens,  they  imagine  there  is  a  gr^.a  b.utlc  in  hi.i- 
vcn,  and  flioot  arrows  in  the  air,  in  order  to  diive 
away  the  pretended  enemies  ol'  the  fun  and  moon. 
The  llurons  in  an  eclipfc  of  the  n^oon,  were  pcr- 
fuaded  flie  was  indifpolld,  and  in  order  to  recover 
her  out  of  her  diftcmj^er,  ufed  to  make  a  great 
noife,  accoiDpanied  with  abundance  ot  cerrnu.nits 
and  with  prayers.  Parcicuhrly,  thry  never  tail.d  to 
throw  ftones  at  the  dogs  and  hiat  thcin  cruelly  with 
iticks  to  make  them  cry,  imagining  the  moon  to  be 
fond  of  thefc  animals. 

Thefe  Indian?,  as  well  as  many  others,  could  ne- 
ver be  brought  to  beHcve,  that  an  eclipfe  was  an 
indifferent  tiling  and  jnirely  natural  :  they  drew 
gootl  or  bad  auguries  Irom  it  according  to  the  place 
of  th'^  fky  in  which  thac  liar  happened  to  be  ob- 
fcurtd.  Nothnig  afbor-ifhai  them  more  than  to 
fee  with  what  exactnefs  the  milTionaries  foretokl 
thefe  phenomena,  and  they  concluded  from  thence, 
that  they  ought  likewife  to  forefee  their  confequen- 
ces. 


Thefe  people  arc  equally  ignorant  of  the  na- 
ture of  thunder  -,  fome  taking  it  to  be  the  voice 
of  a  particular  fpecies  of  men,  who  fly  in  the  r.ir, 
while  others  imagine  this  noilc  proceeds  from  cer- 
tain unknown  birds.  According  to  the  Montag- 
nais,  it  is  the  effort  of  a  certain  genius,  in  order 
to  vomit  up  a  ferpent  he  had  fw  alio  wed,  and  they 
fupport  this  opinion  by  alledtiing  that  when  thun- 
der falls  on  a  tree  they  difcovcr  a  figure  on  it,  ibmc- 
thing  refembling  that  animal. 
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All  of  them  reckon  by  lunar  months ;  for  the 
molt  part  the  year  has  but  twelve;  fomc,  how- 
ever, give  it  always  thirteen.  There  are  no  great 
inconveniencies  attending  this  diverfity  amongft 
people  who  have  no  annals,  and  whole  afi'airs  do 
not  depend  on  annual  cpochas.  There  is  likewife 
a  great  variety  in  the  names  of  the  feafons  and 
months  amongd  them  j  becaufe  in  all  thefe  coun- 
tries the  feafons  for  hunting  and  fifhing,  feed-time 
and  harvell,  the  birth  and  fall  of  the  leaf,  the 
pafuigcs  of  particular  beafts  and  birds,  the  time 
when  the  roe-bucks  change  their  hair,  and  when 
different  animals  are  in  rut,  ferve  to  diftinguifh  all 
thefe  things  which,  befides,  vary  confiderably  in 
the  difi^::rent  cantons. 


^h'i^ 


\4.'  r    '■■ 


In  fome  nations,  the  years  are  reckoned  by  tlK^ 
flgns,  except  when  a  perfon  intends  to  fpecify  his 
age,  and  on  fome  occafions,  when  they  make  ule 
ot  lunar  months.  There  is  no  where  any  diftinc- 
tion  of  weeks,  and  the  days  have  no  name  in  any 
of  their  languages.  They  have  four  fixed  points 
in  the  day,  to  wit,  fun-rifing  and  fun-fctting,  mid- 
day and  mid-night,  withrelpedt  to  which  or  any  o- 
ther  time  of  the  day.  they  are  never  deceived.  But 
the  aftronomical  cxadlnefs  to  make  the  lunar  years 
agree  with  the  folar,  of  which  the  Baron  de  la  Hon- 
tan  does  them  the  honour,  is  a  mere  imagination  of 
that  writer. 

They  have  no  chronological  fupputation,  and 
if  they  preferve  the  epochas  of  certain  remarkable 
events,  they  do  not  reckon  the  time  elapfed  fincc 
to  a  Icrupulous  exaclnefs  •,  but  content  themselves 
with  retaining  the  fads  thcmfelves,  and  have  in- 
vented 
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vented  feveral  means  whereby  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  them.  For  inftance,  the  Hurons  and 
h'oquois  have  porcelain  in  their  publick  treafures 
on  which  are  painted  figures,  which  recal  the  re- 
membrance of  memorable  incidents.  Others  make 
life  of  knots  tied  after  a  certain  fafhion,  and  if 
the  imaginanon  is  fet  at  work  to  found  out  their 
meaning,  they  are  not  therefore  deceived.  Laft- 
ly,  all  of  them  reckon  by  units  till  the  number 
ten,  and  then  by  decads  or  tens  to  a  hundred, 
and  fo  by  hundreds  to  tens  of  hundreds  or  thou- 
fands,  farther  than  which  they  never  carry  any 
calculations. 
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LET   T  E  R     XXIX. 


Of  the  Colony  of  the  Illinois.     Voyage  to  Akan- 
fas.     Defcription  of  the  Country. 

Kq/kafqtiias,  November  8,   1721. 

Madam^ 

MY  lad  letter  is  now  gone  for  Canada,  whence 
I  am  afllired  it  will  foon  be  forwarded  for 
France,  by  the  way  of  Cape  Breton.  Befides, 
fhould  i::  mifcarry  by  the  way,  the  lofs  would  not 
be  very  great :  I  begin  this  letter  Hkewile  at  Kaf- 
kafquias,  but.  in  all  probability,  fjiall  not  linifli  it 
here,  having  been  above  a  month  in  this  place, 
and  now  haftcning  my  departure  as  fail  as 
poITible. 

As  I  have  fcen  nothing  of  Louifiana  as  yet,  ex- 
cept this  poft,  being  the  firil  of  them  all  with  re- 
fpedt  to  antiquity  ^  I  cannot  form  any  judgement 
of  it,  by  comparing  it  with  the  rcfl  What  feems 
certain  to  me  is,  that  thib  has  a  double  advanrage, 
one  of  which  can  never  be  .  ifputed,  and  the  other, 
at  lead  at  prefcnt  renders  it  neceflary  to  the  vv'hole 
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province.  The  firfl  is  its  luuatton,  which  is  very 
near  Canada,  with  whicli  it  v;ill  at  all  times  pre- 
ferve  a  cotnmr.nu.at'oi!,  equally  ufciui  to  both  co- 
lonies. I'.tr  iei.on'.i  is,  that  it  is  capable  of  be- 
comitui  the  granary  ot  Louifiana,  which  it  is  able  to 
furniih  with  corn  in  a'f  unuai.ce,  even  fhould  it  bt! 
peopled  quite  to  the  lea. 

The  Toil  is  not  onh.-  extremely  proper  for  whca*:, 
biV"  V^^lidcs,  r.iines  nothing  n.ct-'  ar/  or  ideiul  for 
human  hfi'.  fhe  climate  is  extrcni.ly  temperate, 
jying  in  rh^tv  eight  d  gr^e.s,  thirty-nine  minutes 
north  latitude  ;  cattle  and  fb:ep  would  multiply 
he:'e  wonderfully,  even  the  wild  BulTalo.s  might 
be  tamed,  and  r^'-eat  advent-  ^ts  drawn  from  a  trade 
of  their  wool  and  iddes,  ui.d  trom  their  funplyingthe 
inhabitants  with  toou.  The  air  is  very  whoirome,and 
if  ibme  diftcmpc  rs  are  ier-n  in  it,  they  ought  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  poverty  or  libertinifm  ot  the  inh.ibit.nts, 
and  perhaps,  in  lome  meafuie,  to  the  lands  be- 
ing newly  cleared  ;  but  ihis  iafl:  inconvenience  can- 
not always  laft,  and  the  change  of  climate  will  be 
nothing  to  thofe  who  m:^y  happen  to  be  born  here 
afterwards.  In  the  lafc  place,  we  are  more  afllire;! 
of  the  friendfhip  of  the  llhnois,  than  of  any  other 
Indian  nation  in  Canada,  the  Abenaquis  except- 
ed. They  are  almou  all  Chrilliani^,  of  a  mild 
difpofiiion,  and  extremely  well  affected  towards  the 
French. 


f-    ' 


Here  I  am.  Madam,  at  the  diflancc  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  from  the  place  where  I  began 
this  letter  :  I  fliall  finiih  it  here,  and  give  it  to  a 
traveller,  who  reckon  to  be  mui  h  foon  r  at  New- 
Orleans  than  I,  as  he  intends  to  flop  no  where, 
v/hereas  I  lliall  be  obliged  to  make  fomc  ilay  among 
the  Natchez,     ilefidcii,  I  had  laid  my  account  of 

two 


m  ■:>■;■: 


(     237    ) 
two  things  at  my  departure  from'  tlie  Illinois  -,  firfl, 
that  having  a  very  rapid   river  to  dtfcend,  where 
there  was  no  danger  of  being  [1-opt   hy  thof:  fulls 
and  rapides^  fo  trcquent  in  the  rivers  of  Canada,  I 
fhould  not  be  long  on  my  voyage,  tliough  I  had  the 
fpace  ot  tour  hundred  leagues  to  traverle,  by  means 
of  the  circuits  the  river  makes  •,    next,  that  as  my 
courfe  lay  always  to  the  fouthward,  I  fliouid  have 
no  occalion  to  take  any   precautions  again  1   the 
cold  i    but  I  have  been  deceived  in  bo^  h  tiiefc  p  ir- 
ticulars.     I  have  been  obliged  to  make  a  much 
flower  paflTage  than  I  had  formerly  on  the  lakes, 
and  have  felt  a  cold  full  as  piercing  as  I  ever  knew 
at  Quebec. 

It  is  true,  it  was  quite  otherwife  at  Kaflcafquias 
fome  days  ago,  v/hen  1  left  it  •,  but  I  have  iince 
learned  on  my  way  hither,  that  the  river  was  at 
firft  frozen  over  in  fuch  a  manner  that  people  crof- 
fed  it  in  carriages,  notwithlfanding  it  is  at  thac 
place  half  a  league  broad,  and  more  rapid  tlian  the 
Khone.  This  is  the  more  furprifing,  as  tor  t'lc 
molt  part,  excepting  a  few  flight  froib  nccafioned 
bv  the  north  and  north -weft  winds,  thj  winter  is  in 
this  country  hardly  fenfib'e.  The  rivei  has  not 
bt^en  frozen  wherever  I  have  been,  but  as  I  v.as 
obliged  to  remain  all  the  day  in  an  open  b';ac, 
and  confequently,  was  expofed  to  all  the  injunes  of 
the  weather,  and  ha  '  taken  no  precautions  agiinft 
a  cold  I  did  not  forefee,  I  have  fuffered  very  great 
hard  (hips. 

Could  I  have  m.ade  more  haltc,  I  fhou  d  have 
found  a  fenfible  diminution  of  ihis  inconvenii-nce 
every  day  ♦,  but  it  is  necelfary  to  ui"'*  great  caution 
in  failing  on  the  Mifiiuppb  Pe(^p!e  do  not  chufe 
to  venture  themlelves  in  canoes  oi  ba:k,  by  reafon 
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that  the  river  conftantly  carries  clown  with  the  cur- 
rent a  number  of  trees,  or  elle  receives  them  ficrn 
other  rivers  which  tall  into  it  ;  and  many  otthcic 
trees  (topping  on  fome  point  of  land  or  on  iome 
flioal,  there  is  danger  every  moment  of  running 
foul  of  a  branch  or  a  root  under  water,  which  would 
be  fuilicient  to  break  thefe  frail  vehicles  to  pieces, 
tfpecially  when  in  order  to  avoid  an  enemy  or  for 
fome  other  reafon  you  are  obliged  to  travel  by 
night,  or  to  fet  out  before  day. 

They  muft  therefore  fubftitute  pirogues  in  room 
of  canoes  of  bark,  that  is  to  fay,  trunks  of  trees 
hollowed,  whieh  are  not  fubjcdl  to  thefe  inconve- 
niencies,  but  are  bad  going  velfels,  and  not  fo  eafily 
managed.  1  have  one  made  of  a  wall-nut-tree,  but 
fo  narrow  that  it  cannot  carry  fail ;  and  my  guides 
being  accuftomed  to  thofe  little  paddles  made  ufe 
of  in  canoes,  are  far  from  being  expert  at  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  oar.  Befidcs,  if  the  v^^ind  riles 
ever  fo  little,  the  water  comes  into  the  pirogue  -, 
and  this  often  happens  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year. 

On  the  tenth  of  November  at  funfet,  I  embark- 
ed in  the  little  river  of  Kafkafquias,  and  though  it 
was  not  two  leagues  to  the  Miflifippi,  yet  I  was 
obliged  to  encamp  at  half  way,  and  the  next  day 
I  could  not  get  turther  than  fix  leagues  down  the 
river.  The  leaves  tall  fooner  in  this  place  than  in 
France,  and  do  not  begin  to  bud  till  about  the  end 
of  May,  notwithftanding  that  it  fnows  very  feldom 
here,  and  although,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
the  winters  are  exceeding  temperate.  What  then 
can  be  the  reafon  of  this  backwardnefs  of  the 
fpring  :     for  my  par*- 1  can  fee  no  other  than  the 
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thlcknefs  of  the  forefts,  which  prevents  the  earth 
from  being  warmed  by  the  fun  foon  enough  to  caule- 
the  fflp  to  afcend. 

On  the  1 2th,  after  having  advanced  two  leagues, 
I  pafTed  Cape  St.  Anthony  on  the  '^f't  hand.  Here 
the  firft  canes  are  leen  ;  thefe  bear  a  great  refem- 
blance  to  thole  growing  in  Europe,  but  are  taher 
and  ftronger.  It  is  pretended  they  never  appear 
but  in  good  lands  j  but  thefe  lands  muft  be  very 
moill:  and  wet,  and  confequently  fitter  to  bear  rice 
than  wheat.  When  the  cane  lands  are  to  be  clear- 
ed, the  canes  are  not  to  be  plucked  up  by  the 
roots ;  this  would  be  a  very  difficult  talk,  their 
knotty  roots  lying  very  deep,  and  being  twined  or 
linked  together  by  a  great  number  of  fibres,  which 
extend  very  far.  Thefe  roots  have  naturally  a 
beautiful  varnifh,  not  a  little  refembling  thofe  of 
the  bamboos  of  Japan,  of  which  thofe  fine  canes 
are  made,  which  are  fold  by  the  Dutch  und^r 
the  name  of  rattans. 

When  a  field  overgrown  with  thefe  canes  is  to 
be  cultivated,  it  is  fufficient  to  cut  them  clofe  to 
the  ground  :  they  are  afterwards  left  to  dry, 
and  are  then  fet  on  fire,  the  afhes  ferving  for 
manure,  and  the  fire  for  opening  the  pores  of  the 
earth,  which  is  afterwards  tilled  up,  and  fown  with 
rice,  maiz,  water-melons,  and  in  a  word,  with  all 
forts  of  grain  and  pulfc,  excepting  wheat,  which 
in  thefe  fat  lands  exhauils  itfelf  by  running  up  into 
ftravv,  and  produces  no  grain.  Th"s  dofed  might 
be  eafily  remedied,  by  ilrewing  tlie  ground  with 
fand,  and  fowing  it  for  fome  years  with  maiz  or 
Indian  corn. 

The 
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The  high  lands  and  other  kinds  of  foil,  not  H 
able  to  be  overflowed  by  the  river,  are  even  already 
very  well  adapted  for  producing  corn,  and  if  the  tri- 
als made  in  fome  places  have  not  fuccecded,  be- 
caiifc  the  corn  has  been  blafted  or  mildewed  ;  it 
is  owing  to  this  circumftance,  that  the  country  not 
being  cleared,  the  wind  has  not  free  accefs  todifpevle 
thofe  noxious  vapours  which  generate  mildew?. 
An  evident  proof  of  which  may  be  drawn  from  this, 
that  amonglt  the  Illinois,  where  there  is  more  mea- 
dow than  wood-land,  wheat  thri\es  and  ripens  as 
well  as  in  France. 
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On  the  thirteenth,  after  a  very  warm  night,  wc 
advanced  about  three  leagues,  in  Ipite  of  a  fouther- 
Jy  wind,  which  ftill  encreafed,  and  at  lad  became 
fo  violent  that  we  were  obliged  to  halt.  A  heavy 
rain  fell  towards  the  evening,  and  about  midnight 
the  wind  fprung  up  at  north-wefl,  which  brought 
on  that  excelTive  cold  I  have  already  fpoken  of. 
To  compleat  our  misfortune,  an  accident  detained 
us  all  the  following  day,  though  we  were  not 
fafe  to  remain  where  we  then  were.  Not  long  ago 
the  Cherokces  mafiacred  thirty  Frenchmen  near 
this  place  •,  they  were  commanded  by  a  fon  of 
M.  de  Ramezar  governor  of  Montreal,  and  a  fon 
of  the  Baron  dejLonguevil  King's-lieutcnant  of  that 
city.  Btjfides  thefc  Indians  who  are  not  as  yet  re- 
conciled with  us,  we  were  kept  in  continual 
alarms  for  fear  of  ihe  Outagamies,  Sioux  and 
Charachas  j  and  I  had  not  above  three  men  in  my 
company. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  wind  changed  to  the  north, 
and  the  cold  continued  to  encreafe.  We  advanced 
four  leagues  to  the  fouthward,  and  then  found  that 

the 
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the  river  run  four  Jeagues  more  towards  the  north.' 
Immediately   after   this    uncommon    winding  we 
pafled  on  the  left  the  fine  river  Ouabache^  by  means 
of  which  there  is  a  palfage  as  far  as  the  country  of 
the  Iroquois,  when  the  waters  are  high.     1  his  ri- 
ver, at  its  entrance  into  the  Mifliflippi,  is  not  lefs 
than  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  breadth.     There  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  a  place  in  ail  Louifiana  more 
proper  for  a  fettlement  than  this,  nor  v/here  it  is 
of  greater  importance  to  us   to   have  one.      The 
whole  country  watered  by  the  Ouabache  and  Ohio^ 
which  runs  into  it,  is  extremely  fertile  confiding  of 
vaft  meadows,  which  feed  thoufands  of  buffaloes, 
Befides  its  communication   with  Canada  is  as  eafy 
as  that  by  the  river  of  the  Illinois,  and  the  paflTage 
much  Ihorter.     A  fort  with  a  good  garrifon  would 
keep  the  Indians  in  awe,  efpecially  the  Cherokees, 
who  are  the  mod  numerous  nation  on  this  conti- 
nent. 

Six  leagues  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ouabache, 
and  on  the  fame  fide,  we  found  the  coaft  extremely 
high,  and  the  earth  of  a  yellow  colour,  from  whence 
feme  have  imagined  that  there  are  mines  of  iron  in 
this  place.  We  made  a  good  progrefs  this  day 
which  was  the  fixteenth,  but  fuflTered  extremely  by 
the  cold  :  it  continued  to  encre^fe  the  following 
days,  though  the  wind  had  changed  to  fouth-fouth- 
weft  :  we  were  even  obliged  as  we  advanced  to 
break  the  ice,  which  was  formed  on  the  furface  of 
the  water.  On  the  nineteenth  we  got  four  leagues 
farther  on  our  way,  after  which  we  were  (lopped 
by  a  fouth  wind.  I  never  found  a  north  wind 
colder  than  this.  It  is  probable,  this  was  flill  the 
north-wefl  wind  which  continued  to  blow,  but  that 
the  land  refledled  it  fometimes  on  one  fide,  fome- 
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times  on  another,  ajcording  as  our  rcurfe  lay  upon 
the  rivtr. 

Ihere  is  a  fpccics  of  wild  cats  called  Pfjcux, 
very  numerous  in  thcfe  parts.  'Ihefe  bear  a  great 
relcmblancc  to  ours,  but  are  larger.  I  oblei- 
ved  that  lome  of  them  had  very  fhort  tails,  and 
others  again  much  longer  and  thicker:  they 
have  likcvvife  a  very  fierce  look,  and  i  have  been 
informed  they  are  very  ravenous  and  good  hunters. 
The  forefls  arc  full  of  wall- nut-tries,  relembliiU' 
thofe  of  Canada,  and  their  rnots  have  fevera'  pro- 
perties not  obfervcd  in  the  others.  They  are  vciv 
ib**-,  arid  their  bark  aflbixls  a  black  dye  •,  bu: 
their  principal  uTe  confilts  in  medicine.  They 
flop  a  loofenefs,  and  furniOi  an  excellent  erne- 
tick. 

Cn  the  twentieth,  there  fell  a  gree  deal  of  fnow, 
fo  that  we  did  not  llir  from  the  place  where  wc 
were,  all  that  day;  next  day  it  grew  milder,  but 
the  following  night  a  wind  at  fouth-weft  cleared 
the  fky,  and  the  cold  began  afrefli.  Next  day  in 
th»  morning,  the  brandy  left  in  the  pirogue  wa, 
fov.rxi  as  thick  as  frozen  oil,  and  the  Spanifli  wine 
I  ufed  for  mals,  was  quite  frozen.  I'he  furthc^r 
we  defeended  the  more  windings  we  found  h 
the  river,  the  wind  followed  all  its  meanders, 
and  from  whatever  fide  it  came,  the  cuki  lliH 
continued  excefiive.  In  the  memory  of  maa 
nothing  lik-.-  it  had  been  feen  in  this  country. 


le 


This  day,  we  perceived  a  poft  creeled,  on  t 
right  fide  of  the  river,  on  taking  a  near  viewoi 
it,  we  found  it  was  a  monument  let  up  by  the  Illi- 
nois, on  account  of  an  expedition  tlicy  had  m^dc 
fometimc  ;i2;o  a2;ainft  the  Chicacbas,     There  were 

two 


(  243  ) 
two  figures  of  men  without  heads,  and  fome  others 
tMitire.  The  firft  reprcfcnted  the  dead,  and  the 
lecond  the  captives.  One  of  my  guides  informed 
mc  upon  this  occafi-jn,  that  when  any  French  were 
aniongll  either,  they  were  reprellnted  with  their 
nrms  upon  their  haunches,  in  order  to  diilinguidi 
thtm  from  the  Indians,  whoie  arms  were  left 
ill  a  hanging  pofture.  This  di(tin6t:ion  is  not 
merely  arbitrary,  but  proi:eeds  from  their  ha- 
ving obfervcd  the  French  to  make  ufe  of  this 
attitude  frequently,  which  is  never  done  uPionglt 
them. 


Garcilairo  de  la  Vega  mentions  the  Chicachas, 
in  his  hillory  of  the  conquefl:  of  Florida,  and  pla- 
ces them  nearly  in  the  fame  part  of  the  country 
where  they  are  at  prefcnt.  He  reckons  tiicm 
^iiiongll  thofe  nations  of  Florida  who  fubmitted 
to  the  Spaniards  -,  but  this  pretended  fubmiffioii 
lailed  no  longer  than  the  Spaniards  w.re  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  it  is  cert-un  t'aey  (old  the 
vidtory  they  gained  over  them  very  dear.  They 
are  ftill  accounted  the  braveft  foldiers  in  Louifia- 
na,  and  were  much  more  numerous  in  the  time 
of  Ferdinand  de  Soto,  than  at  prefnt  :  but  as  to 
the  riches  which  this  hiftorian  attributes  to 
them,  I  neither  underftand  whence  they  had 
them,  nor  how  the  fource  of  them  comes  to 
be  dried  up,  for  at  prefenc  they  are  neither  more 
opulent  nor  better  civilized  than  the  rett  of  the 
Indians. 

Our  alliance  with  the  Illinois  has  fet  us  at  va- 
riance with  the  Chicachas,  and  the  Fnglifh  ot  Ca- 
rolina blow  up  the  difTention.  Our  (ettlement  in 
Louifiana  is  a  great  eye-fore  to  them  :  as  it  is  a 
barrier  which  we  have  placed  between  their  power- 
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ful  colonies  in  North -America  and  Mexico  ;  and 
wc  mull  expecl  they  will  cmj.'loy  every  nitthud  ^n 
thtir  power  to  dc'tlroy  it.  The  Spaniards  who  l^c 
us  with  lo  much  j'-'alouly  llrcngthcning  ourltlvc-; 
in  this  country,  are  not  as  yet  fcnfiblc  of  the  im- 
portant lervires  we  thereby  render  thi  m.  A  lew 
days  after  we  paflld  by  this  monument  of  the  Illj. 
nois,  the  Chicachas  had  their  revenge  of  two 
Frenchmen,  who  followed  me  in  a  pirogue.  '1  hcfe 
Indians  lying  in  ambulh  among  the  canes  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  as  foon  as  they  f.iw  the  French 
oppolite  to  them,  made  a  ruftling  among  the 
canes  wirhout  fhewing  thcmltrlves  •,  the  two  men 
believing  it  was  a  bear  or  fomc  othtr  wild  bcalt 
drew  near  in  order  to  take  it  ;  but  jutl  as  they 
were  going  to  land,  they  difchargcd  their  mufl^cts 
at  them,  which  l.iid  them  dead  on  the  fpot.  I 
was  very  lucky  not  to  be  perceived  by  them; 
for  my  people  would  lofe  no  opportunity  of  hunt- 


ing. 


On  the  twenty-third,  after  a  very  cold  night, 
wc  had  a  very  fine  day,  and  though  the  ground 
was  ft  ill  covered  with  fnow,  the  cold  was  fup- 
portable.  On  the  morrow  we  pafied  by  the  river 
of  the  Chicarhas,  which  is  but  narrow  though  it 
has  a  long  courfe.  Its  mouth  lies  north  and  fouth. 
F>om  hence  to  Kafl^afquias  are  reckoned  eighty- 
fix  leagues ;  but  the  way  by  land  would  be  Ihorcer 
by  one  half.  Nothing  cou'd  have  been  more  a- 
grceable  than  iW\s  navigation  had  the  feafon  been 
milder  :  the  country  is  delightful,  and  in  the  fo- 
refts  there  are  a  number  of  e^er-green  trees  -,  the 
few  meadows  there  likewife  preferve  their  verdure, 
and  a  confidcmble  number  of  well  wooded  iflands. 
fome  of  whom  are  pretty  large,  form  very  beauti- 
ful canals  through  which  the  largeft  fhips  may  lafe- 
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ly  pafs  :    it  being  affinncci  that  tlicrc  is  Cixty  fa- 
thom water  in  this  river  above  a  hundred  and  liicy 
leagues  trom  the  Tea. 

As  to  the  forcfts  which  alnioft  entirely  cover  this 
immenfe  country,  there  is  nothing,  perhaps.  In 
nature  cou) parable  to  them,  whether  we  confider 
the  fize  and  height  of  the  trees,  or  their  variety, 
and  the  advantages  which  may  be  drawn  from 
them:  for,  excepting  dye-wood,  which  require  a 
warmer  foil,  and  are  only  to  bL^  met  with  between  the 
tropicks,  there  is  hardly  any  fort  of  trees,  which  can 
be  mentioned,  that  are  not  to  be  found  here.  There 
are  forefts  of  cyprefs,  eight  or  ten  leagues  in  extent, 
all  the  trees  of  which  are  of  a  thicknefs  proportion- 
able to  their  height,  furpafllng  every  thing  we  have 
of  that  ki:  d  in  France.  That  fort  of  ever-green 
laurel,  which  we  have  called  the  tulip-tree  on  ac- 
count of  the  fliape  of  its  flower,  is  now  beginning 
to  be  known  in  Europe.  This  grows  to  a  greater 
height  than  the  chcfnut  tree  of  India,  and  its  leaf 
is  much  more  beautiful.  The  palm  is  dill  larger 
and  thicker,  and  yields  a  balm  not  much  inferior 
to  that  of  Peru.  Ail  the  known  fpecies  of  nut- 
trees  are  likewife  to  be  found  here  in  great  quan- 
tities, and  all  the  woods  proper  for  building  or 
carpenter's  work  j  but  care  muft  be  had  to  avoid 
thole  which  grow  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  or 
in  that  fpace  which  is  liable  to  be  overflowed  by 
the  rifing  of  the  dream,  for  their  roots  being  con- 
tinuilly  foaked  in  water,  they  would  be  too  heavy 
and  apt  to  rot  very  foon. 

At  length  I  arrived  at  tie  firft  village  of  the 
Akanfas  on  the  fecond  of  December  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  This  village  (lands  in 
a  fmall  meadow  on  the  weflern  bank  of  the  Mifiif- 
^ippi.      There  are  three  others  within  the  fpace 
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of  eight  leagues,  every  one  of  which  contains  a 
nation  or  particular  tribe,  and  in  one  of  the  four 
there  are  tven  two  tribes,  but  all  of  them  are 
comprehLnded  under  the  general  name  of  the 
Aka..fas.  1  he  Indians  inliabiting  the  vilhige 
where  1  am  now  revifiting,  are  called  Ouyapes,  'i'he 
weltcrn  company  have  here  a  magazine  or  ware- 
houfc  a*-  -vhich  goods  are  foon  cxpcdcd,  and  they 
have  lil^ewilc  a  iatior  here  who  is  very  uneafy  ac 
being  obliged  to  wait  for  them  i'o  long. 

The  river  of  Akanfas,  which  is  faid  to  have  its 
rife  at  a  great  diftancc,  difchargcs  its  waters  into 
the  Miffillippi  at  two  mouths,  about  four  le.igues 
from,  each  e-thcr.  The  firft  is  about  eifdit  Icairues 
irom  hence.  This  river,  it  is  faid,  has  its  I'.fe  ia 
the  country  of  a  nation  ot  Indians  called  Buirk 
Panis^  who,  I  beheve,  are  better  known  under  the 
name  ef  Panis  Riciiras,  I  f.ave  with  me  a  flave 
of  that  nation.  It  is  very  difiieult  to  get  up  the 
river  oi  tht-  Akanfas,  on  a:count  of  the  great  num- 
ber of  rapides ;  and  the  water  being  in  many 
places  fo  lliallow  that  travellers  are  obliged  to  dr;g 
their  pirogues. 

Tlie  river  divides  at  the  difbance  of  fcven  l.ac^ues 
above  the  f;:cond  and  laft  of  its  mouths,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  tvsO  leagues  only,  above  the  firfl:.  A 
fine  river,  called  the  White  River,  which  com"£ 
from  thv  country  of  the  Oiages,  falls  into  it.  Two 
leagues  higher  up  are  the  Tcrimas  and  To^'i'i^ns, 
who  iiihabt  one  villao;e.  I'wo  leaQ;ues  farther 
are  the  Southouis.  The  Kappas  are  fituated  a  little 
higher  up.  This  nation  was  very  numerous  in  the 
time  o^  Ferdinand  de  Soto,  nor  had  they  much 
decrealed  when  M.  de  la  Sale  difeovei\d  the  Mil- 
fifllppi,  Oppofuc  to  their  village  may  be  \'ti:\\  the 
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mehjicholy  ruins  of  Mr.  Law's  grant,  of  which  die 
company  now  remain  the  proprietors. 

It  was  to  this  place,  that  the  nine  thoufind 
German  palatinates  were  to  have  been  fcnt ;  an(i 
it  has  been  a  great  lofs  that  that  defgn  proved 
abortive.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  country  in  all 
Louifiana,  excepting  that  of  the  Illinois,  where 
there  is  a  better  foil,  for  producing  all  forts  of 
grain  and  feeding  of  cattle.  Mr.  La.v  has  been 
very  ill  ufed,  as  well  as  the  greateft  part  of  thofe 
to  whom  grants  were  given.  In  all  probability, 
it  will  be  fome  time  before  fuch  levies  are  made 
again,  there  is  occafion  for  them  in  the  niother coun- 
try •,  and  befides,  we  commonly  regulatcour  condud 
upon  the  firO:  fuccefs  of  fuch  enterprizes,  without 
confidcring  what  has  occafioned  their  failure,  in 
order   to  corred:  it  for  the  future. 

I  found  the  vi]lai;e  of  the  Ouyapes  in  the  great- 
eft  defolation.  Some  time  ago,  a  Frenchman 
pairing  this  way  was  taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox  : 
the  intedion  was;  at  firft  communicatt^d  to  a  fev/  ot 
the  Indians,  and  foon  after  to  the  whole  canton. 
The  burial-place  appeared  like  a  wood  of  ftakes 
and  polls  newly  eredted,  on  wdiich  was  fufpended 
almoll  every  thing  in  ufe  amongft  thefe  barbari- 
ans. 

I  pitched  my  tent  pretty  near  the  village,  and  all 
the  night  I  heard  nothing  but  weeping,  in  which 
the  men  joined  as  well  as  the  women,  inccffantly 
repeating  the  word  nihahani,  as  I  have  heard  it  a- 
mong  the  Illinois,  and  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
tone.  The  evening  before,  I  law  a  woman  weep- 
i;'g  over  her  fon'^  grave,  and  pouring  a  great 
quantity  of  fagamity  upon  it.     Another  had  light- 
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ed  a  fire  befide  a  neighbouring  tomb,  probably  in 
order  to  warm  the  deceaied  perfon.  The  Akanfas 
are  reckoned  the  largeft  and  handfomeft  men  of 
all  the  Indians  of  this  continent,  and  are  called  by 
way  of  diftindion  les beaux  hommeSyOX  the  handfome 
men.  It  is  bc-lieved,  and  perhaps  for  this  realbn, 
that  they  have  the  fame  origin  with  the  Canlez  of 
the  Millburi,  and  the  Poutewatamies  of  Canada. 
But   my  pirogue  is  now  loaded  and  I  have  only 

time   to    ciofe   my   letter,   afiuring  you,    that  I 

am,  &c. 


Akanfas^  Decemhr  2,   1721. 
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ligion  oj  the  Natchez. 

Ji  the  Natchez,  December  25^  i?^.. 

f'^""'  fnn,  the  village  of  Che  Ouyapes  on  the 

ISet  out  from  the  v'";6^     ,      ,  jg  ;„  the  even- 
third  of  December    fomewhati at  ^  ^.^^,^ 

■'"S  •'  1  rrr^'oS  of  leaver  of  thl  Akanfas. 
below  the  fira  mouth  or  u  ,„ 

which  feems  to  be  =^°"^j7he  fecond.  ^hich  is 
breadth.  Next  day  1  Pf^f^p.fhed  as  far  as 
very  narrow,  and,  <»"  \f  "■       'jhis  was  a  pret- 

the  Pointe  P«f  ^^' °J^^^^  o°'t  into  the  river  on  the 
ty  high  point,  which  un  ou  ^^  ^^^^  ,^  „ 

V/eft  fide,  and  «h.ch  he  river  .^  _^^^^ 

become  an  ifland  .but  the  new      ^^^^^^  ^^^    . 

yet,   navigable,  ""'^';.  *"'i„,ipa\  branch  of  the 
From  this  place  to  the  prmc.p  ^^^  ^^^    y 

river  of  the  Akanfas,  are  reckone       ^ .  ^  ^  ^^^    ^^^ 

leagues  ^^^^^'^^I'^X.k^^^r.e,  during  the 
l,ne  ■,  for  the  "^«^^ '^J^/^  Jbich  muft  be  traverfed 
fpace  of  feventy  leagues,  wnic  j„ 


!-  Kf 


id -Hi .  ^  ! 

f  5     ,  ,    V 


II 


'!■ 


,mM 


H 


(         250        ) 

in  going  fron'i  the  village  of  the  Ouyapes  to  the 
river  of  the  Yafous,  or  Yachous,  which  I  entered 
on  the  ninth  in  the  afcernoon.  There  has  not  fallen 
any  fnow  in  this  plaoe,  as  amongft  the  Illinois,  but 
there  has  been  a  hoar  iroil,  which  has  fhattered  the 
young  trees,  with  which  the  low  points  and  wet 
lands  are  covered,  in  fuch  manner,  tl  ^t  it  looks  as 
if  all  their  branches  had  been  purpofely  broken  off 
by  a  flick. 

The  entrance  into  the  river  of  the  Yafous  lies 
North-Wefl  and  South-Kail,  and  is  about  an  //r- 
penl  m  breadth.  Its  waters  are  of  a  reddifh  colmr, 
and  are  faid  to  affe(5l  thofe  who  drink  them  with 
the  bloody  flux.  I'he  air  is,  bcfides,  extremely 
unwhok'f >me.  I  had  three  k:agues  to  travel  before 
I  reached  the  lort,  which  1  found  all  in  mourning, 
on  account  of  the  death  of  Monf.  Bizart,  its  go- 
vernor. Wherever  I  had  been  in  Louifiana,  I  had 
heard  t'^c  highlit  character  of  this  officer  from  all 
my  countrymen.  He  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
fon  of  a  Swifs  major  of  Montreal.  At  the  Yafous 
I  was  told  molt  extraordinary  things  of  his  religion, 
piety,  and  zeal,  to  which,  at  lad,  he  fell  a  vidim. 
'I  hey  all  regretted  him  as  their  father,  and  a- 
greed  that  tlie  colony  had  fulfered  an  irreparable 
iofs. 
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He  had  built  the  fort  in  a  bad  fituation,  and, 
before  he  died,  hud  thought  of  removing  it  a 
league  farther  oft,  to  a  fine  meadow,  where  the  air 
was  more  wholefome,  and  where  there  was  a  village 
of  the  Yafous,  mixed  with  the  Coiiroas  and  Ofo- 
^ctilas^  who  .Itogether  may  fend  about  two  hundred 
fighting  men  into  the  field.  We  live  in  pretty 
good  eoirdpondence  with  them,  but,  at  the  fame 
time  repufe  no  great  confidence  in  them,  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  conne(5lions  v;hich  the  Yafous  particu- 
larly maintain  with  the  Englifh. 

There  are  a  great  many  alligators  in  this  river, 
and  I  have  feen  two  of  them  trom  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  in  length.  They  arc  never  heard  but  in  the 
night-time,  and  thiir  cry  fo  much  refembles  the 
bellowing  of  bulls,  that  people  are  frequently  de- 
ceived by  ir.  Our  people,  notwithllanding,  bathe 
in  this  river  as  [reely  as  in  the  Seine.  On  my  teili- 
fying  my  furprize  at  this,  I  was  told,  That  they  had 
nothing  to  fear-,  that  indeed,  when  in  the  water, 
they  v:ere  conftantly  furrounded  by  thcfe  animals, 
but  that  r.one  <?1  them  came  near  them,  and  feemed 
only  to  v/atch  them,  in  order  to  f^ll  upon  them, 
the  mon^.ent  they  were  going  to  leave  the  river : 
that  th.en,  in  order  to  drive  them  away,  they  made 
a  rjd;.r]iing  in  the  water  with  a  ftick,  which  they 
took  care  to  be  provided  with,  and  which  made 
thele  animals  iiy  to  luch  a  diuance,  that  they  had 
fufficient  time  to  Lxure  themfelves. 

The  company  has  a  ware-houfe  at  this  port,  as 
they  have  at  the  Akanias  •,  but  the  fort  and  terriiory 
belong  to  a  private  company,  confifiing  of  M.  Le 
Blanc,  fecretary  of  ilace  ;  M.  !e  Comte  de  Belle- 
Ifle,  M.  le  Mirquis  d'  Arsfeld,  and  M.  le  Blond, 
brisadicr  Insieneer.  This  lad  refides  in  the  colony 
in  quality  of  direclor-gencral  of  the  company.  I 
cannot  well  comprehend  what  has  made  then  oitch 

i.  ^  i 

upon  the  river  of  the  Y.dbus  for  the  pi  ice  or  their 
grant.  They  had  afTjredly  much  better  lands,  and 
more  advantageous  fituations  in  their  choice.  '  Fis 
true,  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  fecure  this 
river,  the  fource  of  which  is  not  far  from  Carolina  \ 
but  a  fort  with  a  good  garrilbn  would  have  been 
fufFictent  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 

Yafous 


<t.,jjn|W 

i^^^^^^B 

W 

I'fflBJM 

m 

M 

1. 

vW 

^ 

fe  i-  'I 


(    252    ) 

Yafous  in  awe,  wh©  are  allies  to  the  Chicahas. 
The  being  obliged  to  be  always  on  their  guard 
againft  the  Indi  iis,  who  border  upon  the  Enghfh, 
is  not  the  way  to  fettle  a  grant  upon  a  folid  foun- 
dation. 

I  left  the  Yafous  on  the  tenth,  and,  on  the  thir- 
teenth, ha  J  it  not  been  for  a  Natche  Indian,  who 
alked  his  paflage  from  me  in  order  to  return  to  his 
own  country  I  fliould  have  been  loft  in  a  whirlpool, 
with  which  none  of  my  guides  were  acquainted, 
and  which  cannot  be  perceived  till  one  is  fo  tar  en- 
gaged with  it,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  get  clear  of 
it.  It  lies  on  the  left,  at  the  foot  of  a  large  cape, 
where  it  is  iaid,  there  is  a  very  good  ftone  quarry : 
this  is  what  people  are  moft  afraid  of  wanting  in 
this  coh^ny,  but,  to  make  amends,  they  may  eafi- 
ly  make  as  many  bricks  as  they  will. 

On  the  fifteenth  we  arrived  at  the  Natchez. 
This  cuiton,  the  fined,  mod  fertile,  and  bed 
peopl  d  of  all  Louifiana,  lies  at  the  didance  of 
forty  leagues  iroiii  the  Yafous,  upon  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river.  The  landing  place  is  oppofite  a  high 
and  rugged  bank,  at  the  foot  of  which  runs  a  fm.ill 
rivulet,  which  is  capable  of  receiving  only  fliallops 
and  pirogues.  From  this  fird  bank  we  go  up  a 
fecond,  Oi  rather  a  hill,  wl-..'ie  a'oent  is  tollerably 
eafy,  on  the  fumniit  of  which  dands  a  redoubt, 
epf  lofc'd  by  a  fimplc  palifade.  The  name  of  a  fort 
haS  been  given  to  this  entreiichment. 

Srveral  lirtle  hilis  nppear  above  this  lid,  and, 
wh  n  thefe  are  once  [)ali,  we  fee,  on  r.ll  fides,  very 
la.g  meadows  lepaiatcd  ;rom  one  another  by  fmall 
copfe  of  wood,  which  produce  a  very  fine  effect. 
I'hc  trees  mod  common  in  thefe  woods  are  the  pak 
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and  nut-trees  •,  and  the  foil  is  every  where  excel- 
lent. The  late  M.  d" Iberville,  who  firft  entered 
the  Mifliflippi  by  its  mouth,  having  penetrated  as 
far  up  as  the  Natchez,  found  the  country  fo  delight- 
ful, and  io  advantageoufly  fituated,  that  he  con- 
cluded the  metropolis  of  the  new  colony  could  no 
where  be  better  placed  j  and  accordingly  traced  out 
the  plan  of  it,  and  intended  to  call  it  by  rhe  name 
of  Rofalie^  which  is  that  of  the  lady  of  the  chancel- 
lor of  Fortchartrain.  But  it  fliould  feem  this  pro- 
jed  was  not  to  be  put  in  execution  fo  ibon,  tho' 
our  geografners  have  always  thought  fit  to  lay 
down  in  tneir  maps  the  town  of  Rofalie  ai  the 
Natchez. 

'Tis  certain  it  was  neceffary  to  begin  by  a  fettle- 
ment  nearer  the  fea  ;  but  if  ever  Louiiiana  becomes 
a  flourifhing  colony,  as  it  may  very  well  happen, 
it  is  my  opinion  there  cannot  be  a  better  fituation 
for  a  capital  than  this.  It  is  not  liable  to  be  over- 
flov/ed  by  the  river,  has  a  very  pure  air,  and  a  great 
extent  of  country  i  the  foil  is  well  watered,  and 
proper  for  producing  every  thing.  Nor  is  it  ac 
too  great  a  diftance  from  the  fea,  and  there  is  no- 
thing to  prevent  Hupping  from  going  up  to  it. 
LafUy,  it  is  at  a  convenient  diftance  trom  all  thofe 
places  where  there  can  be  any  defign  of  making 
fettlements.  The  company  have  a  magazine,  and 
keep  a  principal  factor  here>  who,  as  yet,  has  very 
little  to  doi 


Amongft  a  great  number  of  private  grants, 
which  are  already  in  a  condition  to  produce  fome- 
thing  valuable,  there  are  two  of  the  largcfi:  ex- 
tent that  is  allowed,  being  each  four  leagues  fquare; 
one  belonging  to  a  company  of  Maloins^  the  inha- 
bitants of  it,  and  which  they  bought  of  M.  Hubert, 
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commlflary  \n  chief,  and  prefidcnt  of  the  coun  • 
cil  in  LoLilfiana-,  and  the  other  to  the  company, 
who  have  lent  work- men  thither  from  Clcrac,  in 
order  to  make  tobacco.  Thefe  two  grants  are  fi- 
tuated  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  form  a  perftd  tri~ 
angle  with  the  fort,  the  diltance  of  one  angle  from 
the  other  being  one  league.  Halfway  between  the 
two  grants  lies  the  gieat  village  of  the  Natchez. 
I  have  carcfullv  vificed  all  thefe  places,  and  here 
follows  what  I  have  obferved  moft  remarkable  in 
them. 

The  grant  of  i  c  Lvv^  loins  is  well  fituated,  and 
nothing  is  wan  ing  to  make  it  turn  out  to  advan- 
tage  but  Negroes,  or  hired  fervants.  1  fliould  ra- 
ther chufe  to  employ  the  latter,  becaufe,  the  time 
of  their  lervice  being  expired,  they  become  inha- 
bitants, and  increafe  the  number  of  the  king's  na- 
tural fubjedts  -,  whereas  the  former  always  continue 
aliens:  and  who  can  be  certain  but  that,  by  being 
muitipli^'d  in  our  colonies,  they  may  nut  one  day 
become  our  moft  formidable  enemies !  Can  we  de- 
pend upon  flaves  who  are  only  attached  to  us  by 
fear,  and  who  never  can  have  the  pleafure  of  call- 
ing the  place  in  which  they  are  born  by  the  en- 
dearing name  of  their  native  country  ? 

The  firft  night  I  lay  in  this  fettlement,  there 
happened  a  great  alarm  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evenini;;  upon  afKing  the  rcafcn  of  it,  I  was  told 
there  was,  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  bc'aft  ol  an  un- 
known fpecies,  ot  an  extraordinary  bulk,  and 
whole  crv  did  not  in  the  leall  reiembk-  that  of  any 
known  -animal.  Nobody  ho^vever  could  fay  he  hid 
fcen  it,  and  they  formed  a  judgment  of  its  fize  en- 
tirely irom  its  flrcngth  :  it  ha:l  already  carried  oft 
fome  fneep  and  calvts,  and  worried  Ibmc  cows.     I 
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told  thofc  who  gave  me  this  account,  that  an  en- 
raged woU  mijzht  very  well  have  done  all  this,  and 
that,  as  to  its  cry,  peofde  were  deceived  in  thcie 
matters  every  day.  I  could  perfuade  nobody,  they 
flill  would  have  it  that  it  was  fomc  monltrous  bead. 
It  was  heard  again,  and  every  one  ran  out  armed 
with  what  he  could  find,  but  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

The  company's  grant  is  flill  more  advantageouf- 
ly  fituated  than  that  of  the  Malolns.  The  fame 
liver  waters  both,  and  falls  into  the  MifTilTippi,  two 
leagues  from  this  place  -,  a  magniiicent  forell  of 
cyprcfs  trees  'brms  a  barrier  to  it,  and  covers  all 
the  back  lettlenients. 

I  have  feen  in  the  garden  of  the  Sieur  le  N'oi^, 
the  principal  tat^l:or,  a  very  tine  cotton  tree,  an.., 
a  little  lower,  we  begin  to  find  wild  Indigo.  A 
trial  of  it  has  not  yet  been  made,  but  there  is  :'--a- 
fon  to  believe  that  it  will  fucceed  as  well  as  that 
which  was  found  on  the  ifiand  of  St.  Domingo, 
where  it  is  as  much  efteenied  as  the  Indiji;o  tranf- 
ported  from  foreign  parts,  Befides,  experience 
informs  us  that  a  foil  which  produces  this  plant 
naturally  is  very  well  adapted  to  receive  foreign 
kcd. 

The  crreat  villipe  of  the  Natchez  is  at  pre  fen  t 
reduced  to  a  friiall  number  of  cabbins  ;  the  reafon 
ot  which,  1  am  told,  is,  that  the  Iiidians,  whofe 
great  clii'  f  has  a  right  to  take  every  thing  from 
them,  remove  to  as  great  a  diftance  from  him  as 
they  pofTibly  can,  by  v.'hich  means  feveral  villages 
of  1 1 lefe  people  have  been  formed  at  foir.e  didance 
iror-  this.  The  Tlous,  their  allies  and  ours,  have 
one  like  wife  in  their  neighbourhood, 
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The  cabbins  of  the  great  village  of  the  Nat- 
chez, the  only  one  I  have  feen,  are  in  the  form  ot 
fquare  pavilions,    very  low,  and  without  windows. 
Their  roofs  are  rounded  prettv  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  an  oven.     Mod  of  them  are  covered 
with  the  leaves  and  draw  of  maiz.     Some  ot  them 
are  built  of  a  fort  of  mud,   which  feemed  tolera- 
bly good,   and  is  covered  outfide  and  infide  with 
very  thin  mats.     That  of  the  great  chief  is  rough- 
call  very  handfomely  in  the  inlide  :    it  is  hkeways 
larger  and  higher  than  the  reft,    being  placed  in  a 
more  elevated  fituation,  and  has  no  cabbins  adjoin- 
ing to  it.     It  fronts  a  large  fquare,  which  is  none 
of    the  moft  regular,  and  looks  to  the  north.     All 
the  moveables  1  tound  in  it   were  a  bed  of  planks 
very  narrow,   and  railed  about  two  or  three  feet 
from  the  ground ;    probably  when  the  chief  lies 
down  he  fpreads  over  it  a  matt,  or  the  Ikin  of  feme 
animal. 
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There  was  not  a  foul  in  the  village,  all  of  them 
having  gone  to  a  neighbouring  village,  where 
there  was  a  feftival.  All  their  doors  were  open, 
but  there  was  not  any  thing  to  be  feared  from 
thieves,  as  nothing  remained  but  the  four  wails. 
Thefe  cabbins  have  no  vent  for  the  fmoke,  not- 
withftanding  thofe  into  which  I  entered  were  tole- 
rably white.  The  temple  Hands  at  the  fide  of  the 
chief's  cabbin,  facing  the  eaft,  and  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  fquare.  It  is  built  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials with  the  cabbins,  but  of  a  different  ihape, 
being  an  oblong  fquare,  forty  ^ttt  in  length,  and 
twenty  in  breadth,  with  a  very  fimple  roof,  in  the 
fame  form  as  ours.  At  each  extremity  there  is 
fjmething  like  a  weather-cock  of  wood,  which 
has  a  very  coarfe  refjmblance  of  an  eagle. 

The 
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The  pj^tc.  is  in  the  mitldlc  of  the  I'^ngth  of  the 
building,  which  has  no  other  opcnin^^ :  on  each 
ficic  there  arc  Icats  of  none.  What  is  withir  is 
quite  corrcfpondcnt  to  this  riiflic  ontfiJe.  I'hree 
pieces  ot  wood,  joined  at  the  extremity,  and  pliccd 
in  a  triangle,  or  rather  at  an  eqnal  di (lance  from 
one  another,  take  up  aJmofl:  the  whole  middle  fpace; 
of  the  temple,  and  burn  flowly  away.  An  Indian, 
whom  they  call  keeper  of  the  temple,  is  ob'iged 
to  tend  them,  and  to  prevent  their  going  out. 
If  the  weather  is  cold  he  may  have  a  (ire  for  him- 
felf,  for  he  is  not  allowed  to  warm  himfelf  at  thi?, 
which  burns  in  honour  of  the  fun.  This  keeper 
was  alfo  at  the  tcilival  ;  at  leal  I:  I  did  not  fee 
him,  but  his  brands  occafioned  a  fmoke  which 
alnioH;  bhnded  us. 


Ornaments  I  faw  none,  nor  any  cliing  indeed 
which  could  inform  me  that  this  was  a  temple.  I 
law  only  three  or  four  boxes  lying  in  diforder,  with 
a  tew  dry  bones  in  them,  and  fome  wooden  heads 
on  the  ground,  of  fomewhat  better  workmanfliip 
than  the  eagles  on  the  roof.  In  fhort,  if  it  had 
not  been  lor  the  fire,  I  Ihoukl  have  believed  this 
temjjle  had  been  deferted  ior  fome  time,  or  that  it 
had  been  lately  plundered.  Thofe  cones,  wrapt 
up  m  ikins,  the  clead  bodies  of  the  chiefs  ranged 
in  a  circle  within  a  temple  intirely  round,  and 
terminated  in  the  manner  of  a  dome,  thofe  altars, 
^c.  ot  which  fome  accounts  make  mention,  ot  all 
thefe  I  have  feen  nothing  -,  and,  if  ever  fuch  things 
were  to  be  feen,  they  have  been  greatly  changed 
fince  that  time. 

But,  as  no  one  ought  abfolutely  to  be  condemned 

while  there  is  a  fhadow  oi   an  excufe  for  him,  it  is 
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pofTiblc  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French 
made  the  Natchez  apprchcnlive  of  lofing  thedt.ul 
bodies  ot  their  chiefs,  and  whatever  was  moll 
preeioLH  in  t.icir  temple,  tor  which  caiife  tliey  have 
carried  them  ellewhcrc  •,  and  that  the  little  i\i\.\rd 
they  pay  to  their  temple  at  prelent  is  ovsinj^  to  its 
haviig  been  flript  ofvvhatever  was  held  moil  lacral 
amongit  them.  It  is  however  trr.e,  that,  elofc  by 
the  wall,  and  oppofite  to  the  gate,  there  is  a  table, 
the  dmienli'jns  ot  which  I  was  not  at  the  trouble 
to  take,  as  1  had  then  nolulpicion  ot  its  being  an 
altar.  I  have  been  fince  informed,  that  it  is  three 
feet  in  height,  five  in  Ici^gth,  and  four  in  breadth. 

I  have  further  heard,  that  they  make  a  fmall 
fire  on  it  with  the  bark  of  the  oak,  which  never  goes 
out,  but  this  is  falfc,  for  I  faw  no  fire,  nor  anv 
thing  from  which  it  could  be  imagined  there  ever 
-was  a  fire  there.  They  fay  hkeways  that  four  old 
men  lie  in  the  temple  by  turns,  in  order  to  keep  up 
this  fire  -,  that  he  v»/ho  is  upon  guard  mufl:  not  go 
out  during  the  eight  days  he  is  upon  duty  ;  that 
they  take  the  lighted  charcoal  of  the  logs  that  are 
burning  in  the  middle  of  the  temple,  to  put  upon 
the  altar ;  that  twelve  men  are  employed  in  pro- 
viding oak-bark;  that  there  are  monkeys  of  wood, 
and  the  figure  of  a  rattlefnake,  likewife  of  wooJ. 
placed  upon  the  altar,  to  which  they  pay  great 
honours :  that  when  their  chief  dies  he  is  buried, 
and,  when  they  imagine  his  flefli  is  confumed,  the 
keeper  of  the  temple  takes  up  his  bones,  wafhts 
them,  wraps  them  up  in  their  mod  precious  robes, 
places  them  in  large  bafkets  made  of  canes,  which 
he  covers  with  deer  fkins,  and  difpofcs  them  before 
the  altar,  where  they  remain  till  the  death  of  the 
reigning  chiefj  and  that  then  he  (huts  them  up  within 
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the  altar  itfelf,  in  order  to  make  room  tor  the  boncf 
ot"  him  who  died  laft. 

With  refpcfl  to  the  lad  article,  I  can  eafily  fay, 
that  I  faw  a  tew  bones  in  one  or  two  ol  the  trunks  ; 
that  they  would  not  have  mar'c  one  halt  of  thofe 
belonging  to  the  hmnan  body  ;  that  they  feemcd 
very  old,  and  lay  not  on  the  table  which  is  c.iiled 
the  altar.  As  to  the  other  articles,  firlb,  as  I  never 
was  in  the  temple  but  in  the  day  time,  I  am  entirely 
ignorant  of  what  pailes  there  during  the  night ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  there  was  no  watch  in  the 
temple  when  I  was  there.  I  obferved,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  fome  wooden  monkeys,  but  law  no 
ligureof  a  lerpent. 

What  I  have  feen  in  fome  relation,  of  this  tem- 
ple being  hung  with  tapeftry^  of  its  pavement  be- 
ing covered  with  matts  of  canes,  of  its  being  kept 
in  the  greatelt  neatnefs,  an.l  of  their  carrying  to  it 
every  year  the  iirfl:  fruits  of  their  harveft,  mud 
certainly  be  read  with  great  allowances.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  never  ktn  any  thing  more  flovenly, 
or  in  greater  diforder.  The  billets  of  wood  were 
burning  upon  the  bare  ground,  on  which  there  was 
no  matts,  no  more  than  on  the  walls.  M.  le  Noir, 
who  was  with  me,  only  toll  me,  that  every  day 
he  put  a  frefh  billet  to  the  hre,  and,  at  every  new 
moon  they  provided  wood  for  the  whole  month. 
He  had  this  however  only  from  hear-fay,  for  this 
was  the  lirtt  time  he  had  I'een  the  temple  as  well  as 
myfelf. 

Here  follows  wLjt  I  have  been  able  to  learn  of 
the  nation  of  the  Natchez  in  general.  In  their  ex- 
ternal appearance  they  differ  in  nothing  from  the 
other   Indians  of  Canada  and    Louifiana,     They 
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feldoin  make  war,  and  do  not  place  their  glory  in 
Lieilioyin^_;  their  tcllow  creatures.  What  dillin- 
guifnLS  them  more  particularly  is  the  form  ot  their 
government,  which  is  entirely  defpotic ;  the  <.;;reat 
dependance  in  the  iubjcd,  which  reaches  even  to 
a  fort  oi""  flaverv  •,  a  grreater  deercc  of  haijohrinefs 
and  gr}".deur  in  their  chiefs,  and  a  pacific  r[)irit, 
from  wliicii  however,  fur  lome  years  pall,  ihey 
have  dev-aced  a  little. 

The    Hurons  believe,    as    well    as   they,    tlieir 
chiefs  defccnded  from  the  fun,  but  there  are  none 
of  them  who  will  he  Ins  Have,  and  follow  hirri  to 
the  other  world  to  have  the  honour  of  ferving  him 
there    as   frequently  happens  amo,ig   the  Natciiez. 
Garci'.^.o  de  la  Vega  i'peahs  of  this  nation  as  a  very 
powerful  people,    and  it  is  not  c]uite  fix  years  fmce 
thrr  they  reckoned  four  thoufand  warriours  amongft 
the..;,      't  appears  that  they  were  llill  more  nume- 
rous ir.  rhe  time  of  M.  de  la  Sale,  and   even  when 
M,  d'lberville  difcovcrcd  the  mouth  of  the  MifTi- 
IT.ppi,   W'l^creas   at  preiei^t    they  cannot  fend  two 
tl.ouiand  fighting  men  into  the  field.    This  decreale 
of  their  numbers  is  attributed  to  contagious  dlltem- 
p^rs,    v*'hich  for  fome  years  pall  have  made  great 
havock   amu.igfl  them. 

The  grand  chief  of  the  Natchez  bears  the  name 
of  Sun,  aiid,  as  among  the  Hurons,  the  fon  oi 
his  neareil  iemale  relations  always  lucceeds  hirn. 
This  {-jerion  has  the  c]uality  of  woman-chief,  and 
great  honours  are  paid  her,  tho' fhe  feldom  meddlch 
in  alfairs  of  government.  She  has,  as  well  as  the 
chief  himfeif,  the  power  of  liie  and  death,  and  it 
is  an  ufual  thinii;  for  them  to  order  their  guards 
whom  they  call  Alloacz,  to  difpatch  any  one  who 
lias    the    rrdsfortunc  to   be    obnoxious    to  either. 
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Co  rid  me  of  this  clo^^^  iay  they,  and  they  are  In- 
itcintly  obeyed.     Their  luhjects,  and  even  the  chitrfs 
of  their  vilhiges,  never  come  into  their   prefence 
without  falutmg  them  thrice,   and  raifing  a   cry, 
or      rather   a    fort   of    howHng.     I'hey    do    the 
fame  thing  when  they  withdrav/,  and  always  retire 
going   backwards.     When   they   meet  them    they 
arc  obliged  to  flop,   range  thcinfelves  in  order  on 
the  road,  and  howl  in  the  manner  above  mentioned 
till   they  are  pad.     They  are  likeways  obliged  to 
carry  them  the  befc  ot  their   liarved,    and  of  the 
piodii6"t  of  their  hunting  and  lilhing.     In  fine,  no 
oiie,   not  even   their    nrareft    relation.s,    and   thofe 
who  compofe  their   nobility,  when  they  have  the 
honour  to  eat  with  them,  h.ivc  a  riglic  to  drink  on: 
of  the  fame  cup,  or  put  their  hand?   in  the  fime. 
difli. 


Every  morning,  as  foon  as  the  fun  appears,  the 
grand  chief  Itands  at  the  door  of  his  cabbin,  turns 
his  face  towards  the  eaft,  and  howls  thrice,  pro- 
ilrating  himfelf  to  the  ground  at  the  fame  time.  A 
calumet  is  afterwards  brought  him,  which  is  ne- 
ver ufed  but  upon  this  occalion  ;  he  fmoaks,  and 
blows  the  tobacco  firfl:  towards  thtr  fun,  and  then 
towards  the  other  three  quarters  of  the  world.  He 
acknowledges  no  mafter  but  the  fuji,  from  whom 
he  pretends  he  derives  h;s  origin.  He  exercifes 
an  abfolute  power  over  his  fubj^dts,  v/hol'e  lives 
and  goods  are  entirely  at  his  difpofal,  and  tiiey 
can  dimand  no  payment  for  any  labour  he  requires 
of  them. 


When  the  grand  chief,  or  the  woman  chief,  die, 
all  the  Alloucz  are  obliged  to  follov/  them  to  the 
other  W()rld,  nor  are  they  the  only  perlbns  wlio 
have  thii  honour :  for  It  is  certai 
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and  as  fuch,  greatly  fought  after.  The  death  of  a 
chief  has  been  fometimes  known  to  colt  the  lives 
of  above  a  hundred  perf"-  ,  and  I  have  been  told 
there  are  few  Natchez  x-^  ..uy  confide,  able  note  who 
die  witliou':  b.-:  g  attended  to  the  country  of  fouls, 
by  fome  of  their  relations,  friends,  or  Itrvants.  It 
appears  from  the  different  relations  1  have  feen  of 
thefe  horrible  ceremonies  that  there  is  much  va- 
riation in  them.  Here  follows  an  account  of  the 
obfequies  of  a  woman  chief,  which  I  had  from  a 
traveller  who  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  it,  and  on  whole 
iincerity  I  have  good  reafon  to  depend. 

The  hufband  of  this  woman  not  being  noble, 
that  is  to  fay,  of  the  family  ot  the  fun,  his  eidelt 
fon,  accordinjy  to  cufiom,  ftranglcd  him.  After- 
wards  every  thing  was  taken  out  of  the  cabbin, 
and  a  fort  of  triumphant  car  was  creeled  of  it,  on 
which  were  placed  the  body  of  the  deceafed  and 
that  of  her  hulnand.  Immcdiatelv  after,  twelve 
little  children  whom  their  parents  had  ftranglcd, 
by  order  of  the  eldell  fon  ot  tl.e  woman  chief, 
who  fucceeded  to  her  dignity,  were  laid  around 
the  carcaffes.  This  done,  they  erected  in  the 
publick  fquare  fourteen  fcaffolds  adorned  with 
f)ranchcs  or  trees  and  ihiffs,  on  which  were  paint- 
ed various  figures.  Thefe  fcaffolds  were  dcfigned 
lor  an  equal  number  ot  pcrfons,  who  were  to  attend 
the  woman-chief  to  the  other  world.  Their  rela- 
tions itood  round  them,  looking  upon  the  per- 
million  given  them,  to  lacrifice  themfelves  in  th.-. 
manner,  as  the  g  eat;  ft  honoiir  that  could  be  done 
to  their  familie*;.  Ihey  are  fometimes  ten  years  in 
folicitirg  this  favour  before-hand,  and  thofe  who 
obtain  it,  are  obliged  to  fpin  the  cord  themfelves 
with  which  they  are  to  be  ft r angled - 

They 
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They  appeared  on  the  fcaffolds  drefled  in  their 
richeft  habits,  each  having  a  large  fhell  in  hisright- 
hand.     Their  neareft   relation  Hood  on  the  lame 
hand,  having  a  battle  ax  in  his  left,  and  the  cord 
which  is  to  do  the  execution  under  his  left-arm. 
From  time  to  time  he  fings  the  death-cry,  at  which 
the  fourteen  viftims  come  down  from  the  fcaffolds, 
and  dance  all  together  in  the  fquare    befoie  the 
temple,  and  the  cabbin  of  the  woman-ch  ef.     This 
and   the    following    days    great    refpecl  is   paid 
them,  each  has  five  donieflics  to  attend  him,  and 
their    faces    are    painted    red.     Some    add,    that 
during  the  eight  days  preceeding  their  death,   they 
wear  a  red  ribband  on  their  leg,  and  that  all  that 
time  every  one  is  follicitous  to  regale  them.     Be 
this  as  it  will,  at  the  time  I  am  now  fpeaking  of, 
the   fathers    and    mothers    of    the  flrangled    chil- 
dren took  them  in   their  arms,  and  difpofed  them- 
felves  on  each  fide  of  the  cabbin,  the  fourteen  del- 
tined  to  die,  placed  themfelves  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  were  followed  by  the  friends  and  relations 
of  the   deceafed,   who  had   all  their   hair  cut  ofi', 
which  is  their  way  of  mourning  :    all  this  time  they 
made  the  air  refound  with  fuch  frightful  cries,  that 
one    would   have    thought  all  the    devils  in    heil 
had   broke  loofe,    in   order  to   come   to  howl  in 
this    place ;    this    was  followed  v/ith   dances   and 
fongs  •,    thofe  who  were  to  die  danced,  and  the  rela- 
tions of  the  woman-chiet  fung. 

At  lad:  the  procefTion  began.  The  fathers  and 
mothers  carrying  their  dead  children  appeared  firfr, 
walking  two  and  two,  and  went  immediately  before 
the  litter,  in  which  was  the  corpfe  of  tf.c  womm- 
chicf,  carried  on  the  ilioulders  of  four  men.  The 
reft  followed  in   the  fame   orJer.     At  every  ten 
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paces  tlie  children  were  thrown  iipon  the  ground 
thofe  who  carried  the  litter  trampling  upon  them, 
io  thdt  when  thf^   proceliion  arrived  at  the  tcn^nle, 
their  little   bodies  were  quite  torn  to  pieces. 

While  they  were  interring  the  corpfe  of  the  wo- 
pian-chief  in  uie  temple,  the  fourteen  perfony 
deilined  to  die  were  undrefTed  and  feated  on  the 
ground  before  the  gate,  having  each  two  lndi;;ns 
about  him,  one  leated  on  his  knees,  and  the  other 
holding  his  h-UKh  behind  him.  The  cords  were 
paffed  round  tlieir  necks,  their  heads  were  covered 
witti  the  flvin  of  a  roe-buck,  and  after  being  mudcto 
fwallow  three  pieces  of  tobacco,  and  to  drink  .: 
giafs  of  water,  the  relations  of  the  woman-chief, 
who  fung  all  the  time,  drew  the  cord.s  at  each 
end  till  they  were  ftnngled.  After  which  all  thi; 
carcafTes  were  thrown  together  into  a  ditch  v*nd 
covered  with  earth. 


i*r ' 


When  the  grand  chief  dies,  Ms  nurfe,  if  fhil 
alive,  nuiH.  die  likewife.  Buc  it  lui;-  orten  happt'-' 
ed,  that  the  French  not  being  able  to  prev.ii  thi.-; 
ba  barir; ,  hive.  •  btained  leave  to  baptize  the  chil- 
dren who  wl  re  to  be  firan;:,', .':.  and  thus  h.<\:. 
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honour    rl'.cy  were   llrangied,    to   their    prctcndtd 
paradife. 

I  know  no  nation  on  the  continent,  vvhere  the 
fex  is  Hiore  difoideriy  than  in  this.  Tlicy  are  even 
forced  by  the  gra'id  v  hitf  and  his  lubalterns  to  prol- 
titute  themklvc  s  to  all  comer.;,  and  a  woman  is  iiot 
the  lefs  cflecnud  for  King  public.  'J "hough  po- 
b/g.n:y  is  permitted  and  the  niiniber  of  vviv.s 
''A'hich  a  man  may  luiveii.  unlimited,  yet  every  one, 
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for  the  mofl:  part  contents  himfelf  with  one,  whom 
he  may  divorce  at  pleafure  ;    but  thi?,  howev  t, 
is  a  liberty  never  iifed  by  any  but  the  cliiefs.     The 
women   are  tolerably  welMooked  lor  lavages,  and 
neat   enough    in  their  diels,  and  every  thing  be- 
1  ngin^i;  to  them.     'Hie  daughters  of  a  noble  fami- 
ly are  allowed  to  marry   none   but  private  men  ; 
but  they  have   a  right   to  turn   away   their    huf 
band    when   they    think   proper,    and    marry  an- 
other,   provided    there   is    no    alliance    between* 
them. 

If  their  hu/bands  are  unfaithful  to  them,  they 
may  caufe  them  to  be  put  to  death,  but  are  not 
fubjefL  to  the  fame  law  themfelves :  on  the  contra- 
ry, they  may  entertain  as  many  gallants  as  they 
pleafe,  without  the  huiband's  daring  to  take  itamifs, 
this  beinga  privilege  attached  to  the  blood  of  the  fun. 
He  (lands  in  a  refpedful  pofture,  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife,  never  eats  with  her,  faiutes  her  in  the 
fame  mr^nner  as  the  red  of  her  domellicks,  and 
all  the  privi'ege  which  this  burthenfome  alliance 
procures  him,  is  an  exemption  from  travel  and  ionic 
authority  over  his  wile's  fervants. 

The  Natchez  have  two  chiefs  of  war,  two  maf- 
ters  of  ceremonies  for  the  temple, two  officers  to  regu- 
hite  the  procecilings  in  treatit^s  of  peace  and  war,  one 
who  has  the  infpedion  of  the  v/orks,  and  four  mor 
who  are  charged  with  the  management  of  the  pu- 
blickfeafts.  The  grand  c'  .el  dilpofes  of  thel'e  em- 
ployments, and  thole  ^  .  whom  he  confers  them 
are  refpet^ted  and  oh  yed  as  himfeU.  Their  .iar- 
ved  is  in  commo'  the  cnief  appoints  the  day,^ 
and  a^Tembles  the  dlage .  About  the  end  of  Jul 3^ 
he  appoints  another  Cu^,  for  the  commencement  of 
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a  fcdlval,  to  continue  for  three  days  which  are  fpenr. 
in  games  and  feafting. 

Every  private  perfon  contributes  to  this,  from 
the  produce  of  his  hunting  and  fifhing,  and  from 
his  other  provifions,  confilting  of  maize,  beans  and 
melons.  1  he  grand  chief  commonly  called  the 
lun,  and  the  woman-chief  preHde  at  this  fellival 
in  an  elevated  lodge,  v/hich  is  covered  with  foil- 
age  :  they  are  carried  thither  in  a  litter,  and  the 
former  holds  in  his  hand  a  fort  of  fcepter  adorned 
with  feathers  of  v:;rious  colours.  All  the  nobility 
fit  round  them  in  a  pofture  of  refpedt.  On  the  laft 
day  the  chief  harrangues  the  alTembly,  and  exhrrts 
them  all  to  be  exdct  in  fulfilling  their  duty,  efpe- 
cially  to  preftrve  a  great  veneration  for  the  fpirits 
"v\'ho  lefiJe  in  the  temple,  and  to  give  good  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  children.  If  any  one  has  fignalizcd 
himfclf  I  y  a  publick-fpirited  adlion,  he  makes  his 
eulogium.  Twenty  years  ago  the  temple  was  re- 
duced tO  aflies  by  lightning,  feven  or  eighi 
women  threw  their  children  into  the  flames,  in 
crder  to  appeafe  the  genii  *,  the  chief  immediately 
had  ihefe  heroines  before'' him,  gave  them  publick- 
1y  rhe  higbelV  praifes,  and  concluded  his  difcourfe» 
by  exhorting  the  reil  ot  the  women  to  imitate, 
when  occafion  offered^  fo  great  an  example. 

The  heads  of  families  never  fail  to  carry  to  thi 
temple  the  firft  fruits  of  all  they  gather,  and  tiie 
prefents  made  to  the  nation,  are  difpofed  of  in  the 
fame  manner.  They  are  laid  before  the  door  01 
the  temple,  and  the  keeper  after  having  offerei^ 
them  to  the  fpirits,  carries  them  to  the  chief  wh<:. 
difpofes  them  as  he  fees  proper.  The  feed  which 
b  to  be  thrown  into  the  ground  is,  in  like  manner, 
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offered  before  the  temple  with  great  ceremony; 
but  the  offerings  made  of  bread  and  flour  at  every 
nwW-moon,  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  keepers  of 
the  temple. 

The  marriages  of  the  Natchez  differ  but  little 
from,  thofe  or  the  Indians  of  Canada  :  the  prin- 
cipal difference  confifts  in  the  bridegroom's  ma- 
king prefents  to  the  parents  of  the  young  woman 
he  is  to  efpoul'e,  and  in  the  nuptials  bcinj^  followed 
by  a  great  feaft.  None  but  the  chiefs  have  above 
one  wife,  the  rcafon  of  which  is,  that  they  having 
their  lands  cultivated  by  the  people  at  no  expence, 
do  not  find  the  number  of  their  wives  burrhen- 
fome  to  them.  The  chiefs  marry  with  ftill  lefs 
ceremony  than  the  people.  It  is  fufficient  for  them 
to  give  notice  to  the  relations  of  the  girl  upon 
whom  they  have  caft  their  eyes,  that  they  enrol 
her  into  the  number  of  their  wives ;  but  they  keep 
only  one  or  two  in  their  own  cabbins,  the  r^ft  re- 
maining with  their  relations,  whom  they  vifit  when 
they  think  fit.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  jealoufy 
in  thffe  marriages ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Natchez, 
without  any  ceremony,  lend  one  another  their 
wives,  and  this  is  probably  the  reafon  of  the  fa- 
cility with  which  they  part  with  them^  in  order  to 
take  other  wi^es. 


When  3.  war-chief  wants  to  levy  a  party,  he 
phnts  in  a  place  appointed  for  that  purpofe  two  trees 
adorned  wirh  feathers,  arrows,  and  battle-axes  -, 
all  painted  red  as  well  as  the  trees,  which  are  like- 
wife  marked  on  that  fide  on  which  the  expedi- 
tion is  to  fet  out.  Thofe  who  incline  to  enlift,  pre- 
fent  themfelves  before  the  chief  drefled  in  the  beft 
manner,  with  their  faces  dawbed  all  over  with  dif- 
ferent colours,    and  make  known  their  defire  of 
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learning  the  trade  oi  arms  under  his  condud,  and 
declare  thcmfclvcs  difpofcd  to  endure  all  the  la- 
tigu:!i  of  war,  and  ready  to  die,  if  neceflary,  for 
the  good  of  their  native  country. 


When  the  chief  has  got  the  number  of  foldlcrs 
required  for  the  intended  i  xpcdinon,  he  caules  pre- 
pare a  beverage  which  is  called  the  medicine  of  ii'ar. 
This  is  a  vomit  made  with  a  n,ot  boiled  in  water . 
two  pots  of  this  drink  are  given  to  every  one, 
which  he  mull  fwallow  one  after  another  and  is 
Hire  to  throw  up  again  vvith  the  nioft  violen:: 
i caches.  They  are  mxt  bufied  in  making  pre- 
paration?, aiKl  until!  the  day  fixed  for  their  de- 
parture the  warriors  meet  eveiy  morning  and  even 
ing  in  the  iquare,  where,  dancing  and  recounting 
tl'ieir  greatell:  exploits  in  arms,  every  or-.:  fings  his 
d.cath-fong.  This  j^eople  are  no  lefs  fuperltitious 
with  refpecl:  to  dreams  than  the  Indians  of 
Canada  :  there  only  wants  a  bad  omen  to  make 
them  return  back,  even  after  they  have  fet  out  oa 
an  expedition. 

The  warriors  march  in  great  order,  and  u!r 
greit  precaution  in  encamping,  and  to  cnabk 
tliem  to  rally  again.  Scouts  are  frequently  icri 
out  on  dileovcrief,  but  no  centinels  are  fet  duiinL^ 
the  night :  tliey  put  out  all  the  fires,  recommend 
themleU'cs  to  the  genu,  and  then  go  lo  deep  m 
fecurity,  the  chiJ  having  firfh  warned  every  o.ie 
not  to  Inore  too  loud,  and  to  keep  his  arms  always 
r-*ady  by  him  and  in  good  condition.  The  idol^ 
are  expofed  on  a  brancn  which  hangs  towards  tiic 
enemy,  and  all  the  warriors  before  thiy  lie  down 
pafs  one  after  another,  with  their  tomaiiawk  in  their 
hand,  before  thefe  pretended  divinities.     Then  they 

turn 
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turn  thcmrdves  towards  the  enemy's  country  pour- 
ing forth  great  menaces,  which  the  winds  frequent- 
ly carry  to  the  other  fide. 

It  does  not  appear  tliat  the  Natchez  during 
their  march,  exercile  thole  cru  liics  on  their  pri- 
foners  which  are  ufual  in  Canada.  When  theie 
unhappy  wretches  arrive  at  the  gr^at  vilhige,  they 
arc  made  to  ling  and  dance  fcveral  days  running 
before  the  temple,  after  which  they  are  delivered 
up  to  the  relations  of  thole  who  have  been  killed 
in  the  campaign  •,  Vv'ho  upon  receiving  them  burft 
out  into  lamentations  and  then  drying  up  their 
tears  with  the  Icalps  which  the  warriors  iiave 
brought  home,  they  tax  themfelves,  in  order  to  re- 
com pence  thofj  who  have  given  them  the  llaves, 
whole  lot  is  always  to  be  burnt. 

The  warriors  change  their  names  as  they  perform 
new  exploits  -,   they  receive  them  from  the  old  war- 
chiefs,    and  thefe  names  always  bear   fome   rela- 
tion to  the  action  by  which  they  have  merited  this 
diflindtion ;    thole  who  for  the   firfl  time  hive  ta- 
ken a  prifoner  or  cut  oif  a  fcalp,  inuft,  for  the  fpace 
of  a  month,  refrain  from  feeing  their  wives  or  eat- 
ing meat.     They  imagine,  that  fliould  they  fail  in 
this,  the  fouls  of  thofe  thiy  have  killed  or  burnt 
would  occafion  their  death,  or  that  the  firfl:  wound 
they  fhould  receive  from  an  enemy  would  proVe  mor- 
tal,or  at  lead,  that  they  would  g.iin  no  farther  advanta- 
ges over  their  enemies.   If  thegrand  chief  commands 
his  lubje<5ls  in   perlon,  great  care  is  taken  that  h% 
do  not  expofe  himfelf  too  much,  lefs,  perhaps,  out 
of  zeal  for  his  prcfervation,  than  out  of  fear  that 
the  other  chiefs  of  war  and  principal  men  of  the 
party,  may  run   the  rifli  of  being  put   to  death. 


lor  not  havin^i;  taken  better  care  of  h,m. 
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The  jugglers  of  the  Natchez  bear  a  great  re- 
femblance  to  thole  ot  Canada,  and  treat  the  fiek 
much  in  the  lame  manner.  They  are  well  reward- 
ed, if  the  iick  perion  recovers,  but  it  he  dies,  it 
often  LOlls  them  their  lives.  There  is  another 
fpecies  of  jugglers  among  this  people,  who  run  no 
Icls  riflvs  than  the  phylicians.  Thefe  are  I'otne 
worthlefs  old  fiTiows,  who,  in  order  to  procure  Tub- 
filKnce  for  their  families,  without  being  obliged  to 
work,  undert.ike  to  procure  rain  or  fine  weather, 
according  as  either  is  wanted.  In  fpring  the  peo^ile 
tax  theml'clves,  in  oider  to  buy  from  thefe  pretend- 
ed magicians  a  favourable  feafon  for  the  iruits  of 
the  earth.  If  rain  is  required,  they  fill  their  mouths 
with  water,  and  then  with  a  pipe,  the  extremity  of 
which  is  pierced  into  feveral  holes  like  a  funnel, 
they  blow  into  the  air  on  that  fide  where  they  per- 
ceive a  cloud,  and  all  the  time  playing  on  a  chi- 
chikoue  in  one  hand,  and  lifting  up  their  manitou 
into  the  air  with  the  other,  they  invoke  the  clouds 
with  frightful  cries,  to  water  the  fields  of  thofe  who 
have  fet  them  at  work. 


If  good  weather  is  demanded,  they  mount  upon 
the  roof  of  their  cabbin,  making  figns  to  the  clouds 
to  pafs  by,  and  if  they  pafs  and  difllpate  they  dance 
and  fing  round  their  idols,  then  fwallow  the  fmoke 
of  tobacco,  and  offer  their  calumets  towards  heaven. 
All  the  time  thefe  operations  laft,  they  obferve  a 
rigorous  fait,  and  do  nothing  but  dance  and  fing  •, 
if  they  obtain  what  they  have  promifed  they  are 
well  rewarded,  but  if  not  they  are  put  to  death  with- 
out mercy.  But  the  fame  perfons  do  not  undertake 
to  procure  rain  and  fine  weather ;  their  genii, 
fay  they,  have  ic  not  in  their  power  to  give 
both, 
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Mourning  ainonglt  thofe  InJkins  confillsin  cut- 
ting otr  their  hair,  in  forbearing  to  pnint  their 
hices,  and  in  abfcnting  themfclves  from  the  alTcm- 
hllcs  •,  but  1  am  ignorant  how  long  it  lalts.  Nor 
h.ivf  I  been  able  to  Icarn  whether  they  celebrate 
the  fcRival  of  the  dead,  of  which  ceremony  I  liave 
already  given  you  a  defciiption  ;  it  fecms,  that  in 
this  nation  where  all  are  in  fome  manner  Haves  to 
thofe  who  command,  funeral  honours  are  let  apart 
for  thefe  alone,  and  efpccially  for  the  grand  chief 
and  the  woman -chief. 


Treaties  of  peace  and  alliance  are  concluded  with 
a  great  deal  ot  .  and  ceremony,   in  vvhich  the 

giMnd  chief  conuantly  mai'^Lains  his  dignity  like  a 
real  fovereign.  So  loon  as  he  is  informed  of  the 
day  of  the  arrival  of  Ambafiadors,  he  gives  or- 
ders to  the  mailers  of  the  ceremonies  to  mak.^  pre- 
parations for  their  reception,  and  appoints  thofe 
who  are  to  take  iheir  turns  of  maintain  ng  the  en- 
voys. For  it  is  at  the  cxpcnce  of  his  fubiefts  that 
he  defrays  the  charge  of  an  emhafly.  On  the  day 
of  the  entry  of  the  AmbaiTadors,  every  one  has 
his  place  appointed  according  to  his  rank,  and 
when  thefe  miniftcrs  are  at  the  diflance  of  five 
hundred  paces  from  the  grand  chief,  they  make  a 
halt  and  fmg  the  peace-long. 

Anembafly,  for  the  moft  parr,  confiils  of  thirty- 
men  and  fix  women.  Six  ot  the  belt  voices  put 
themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  train  and  fmg,  the 
rcll  following  them,  whilft  a  chichikoue  regulates 
the  meafure.  When  the  grand  chief  makes  a  fign 
to  the  ambaflaJors  to  draw  near,  they  again  begin 
their  march  •,  thofe  who  carry  the  calumet  dance 
and  fing,  turning  themfelves  on  ail  fides,  and  ma- 
king a  thoufand  antick   motions,   grimaces,   and 

contortions. 
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contortions.  They  play  the  fame  farce  over  acrain 
round  the  gianJ  cliicf,  as  Toon  as  they  have  cumc 
into  his  preicnce  ;  then  they  llroak  him  with  tii:: 
calumet  from  head  to  Ipot,  and  afterwards  rcturii 
to  their  company. 

And  now  they  fill  the  calumet  with  tobacco,  and 
holding  the  fire  in  one  hand,  advance  all  to(;eth(#r 
towards  the  grand  chief,  and  prcfent  him  the  caiii- 
met  lighted.  I'hey  finoke  along  with  him,  blow, 
ing  the  firPc  vapour  of  their  tobacco  towards  the 
Iky,  the  Iccond  towards  the  earth,  and  the  third  all 
round  the  horizon.  This  done  they  prefent  their 
calumet  to  the  relations  of  the  grand  chief  and  to 
the  inferior  chief.  Afterwards  they  ftroak  the: 
ftomach  of  the  grand  chief  with  their  hands,  and 
then  rub  themfelves  over  the  body  -,  lailly,  they 
lay  their  calumets  on  forks  over  againd  the  grand 
chief,  wh  n  the  orator  of  the  embalTy  begins  his 
harangue,  which  continues  for  an  hour. 


!';,  .  ■  i 


This  being  over,  a  fign  is  made  to  the  ambaila- 
dors,  who  had  hitherto  continued  Handing,  to  fit 
down,  on  fea\s  placed  for  them,  near  the  grand 
chief,  who  makes  anfwer  to  their  difcourfe,  and 
likewife  holds  forth  for  a  whole  hour.  This  done, 
the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  lights  a  great  calumrt 
of  peace,  and  gives  it  to  the  ambafladors  who 
fmoke  with  it,  and  fwallow  the  firfl:  draught. 
I'hen  the  grand  chief  enquires  after  their  health, 
all  thole  who  affifl  at  the  audience  pay  the  fame 
complinient,  and  then  they  are  conduced  to  the 
cabbin  appointed  for  their  rcfidence,  where  a  grand 
repafl:  is  juepared  for  them.  On  the  evening  ot 
the  lame  day  the  grand  chief  pays  them  a  vifit ; 
but  when  they  are  informed  he  is  about  to  leave  his 
apartment, in  order  todothcm  this  honour,  theygoin 
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qucft  of  him,  carry  hini  on  their  Qioukicr:  to  :h::: 
c;ibbin,and  ll^at  him  on  a  hir;'  ll.in.  One;  cf  :hf.Ti 
pi.ices  himfclr  behind  hitii,  Icanin;^  with  both  his 
iiinJs  on  his  nunilJcrs,  aiui  f};;'ntly  ihaking  him  to: 
lomc  titnc,  vvhilll  the  rcit  fcatcd  on  the  gruuij.!  ia 
,i  ^iicular  toini,  iiDir  their  rrea:  ex'loitb  in  war. 


'bhefc  vifits  arc  rent*\ved  every  mornir]g  and  e- 
vr  iiinr;,  but  at  lad  the  ceremonial  is  chanficJ.  'i'hj 
.unbaiiadors  ere^l  a  pcl^  in  the  middle  of  ctieir  cab- 
i:;ns,  round  which  tiiey  all  Icat  rhcmiclves  :  chc  War- 
il'iis  who  accomjiany  the  grr.nd  ch^ef,  being  Jreired 
iii  r'lcir  richeft  habits,  dance  and  ilrike  u[;'jn  the 
jiell  i.)y  turns,  recounUng  at  the  lame  tune  choir 
l^ralhinc  Jeats  in  w.ir  •,  alter  which  they  make  prc- 
itiits  t(.'  t!ic  ambailaJors.  On  the  next  day,  theic, 
^or  the  firfl  time,  have  liberty  to  walk  about  in  the 
v!:!a;;ej  and  every  cvciiin^i;  ieilivals  are  prepared  tor 
th'.in,  conriftmg  only  oi  dances.  When  they  ar; 
jbciit  10  depart,  the  mafters  of  the  ceremoLies 
fiiiiii'h  them  vvith  the  provifions  requifite  lor  tii  ir 
^M.nney,  wi/ich  is  aKvays  done  at  the  expcnce  of 
f'Tivate  perfons. 

Tiie   grcatcfb  part  of  the  nations  of  Louifiana, 

lad  formerly  then-  temples  as  well  as  the  Natchez, 

.  r;f.l  in  all  thcfe  temples  a  perpetual  tire  is  kept  up. 

\i  fhcnild  even  ieem,  that  the  Maidi'iians  enjoyed  a 

fo:t  cl   primicy  in  religion,  over  all  the  other  na- 

ticns  in  this  part  of  Florida  -,  for  when  any  ot  their 

iires  happened  to  be  extinguifhed  through  chance, 

'■<r  wvi'Xvnn:^\  it  was  necelHiry  to  kindle  th.m  ;ie;ain 

u  theirs.     But  the  temple  of  the  Natchez  is  the 

oidy  one  fubhtling  at  prefent,  and  is  held  in  great 

veneration  by  all  the  lavages   inhabiting   this   vait 

continent,  the  decreale  ot  whole  numbers  is  as  ccn- 

lidcrable,  and  has  been  ilill  moie  ludden.  than  that 
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of  the  people  of  Canada,  without  its  being  pofTible 
to  alTii^n  the  true  re.>ibn  of  this  event.  Whole  na- 
tionb  have  enciiely  difappeared  within  the  fj  ace  of 
forty  years  at  moft  •,  and  thofe  who  dill  remain, 
are  no  more  than  the  fhadow  of  what  they  were, 
when  M.  de  Sale  difcovered  this  country.  I  muft 
now  take  my  leave  ot  your  Grace,  for  reafons 
which  I  Ihall  foon  have  the  honour  to  explain 
to  you. 


I  am,  &c. 
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I'csiil^e  from  I  he  Natchez  to  New  Orleans  > 
Dejcription  cf  the  Country  and  of  pverui 
Indian  Villages ^  "ji'itb  that  of  the  Capital  oj 
LoLiiliana. 


Ne'-iAj  Orleans^  January  lo,    1722. 

T  air.  now  at  Lift  arrived  at  this  famous  city  of 
\  I^'mveile  Orleam^  New  Orleans.  Thofe  who 
i,ave  given  it  this  name,  muft  have  imagined 
Orleans  was  of  the  feminine  gender.  But  of  what 
conltquence  is  this  ?  Cuftom,  which  is  fuperior 
to  all  the  laws  of  grammar,  has  fixed  it  fo. 

This  is  the  firft  city,  which  one  of  the  greateft 
rivers  in  the  world  has  feen  erected  on  its  banks. 
it  the  eight    hundred   fine  houfes  and    the  five 


pariflies,  which  our  Mercury  beftowed  upon  it  two 
ears  ago,  are  at  prefent  reduced  to  a  hundred 
barracks,  placed  in  no  very  good  order  ;  to  a  large 
vvare-houfe  built  of  timber  ;  to  two  or  three  houfes 
which  would  be  no  ornament  to  a  village  in  France  5 
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to  ore  l-.alf  r,i  fi  forry  ware  Ivaife,  formerly  fct  npa*-! 
for  cliv'.ru*  1(  I  vice,  and  was  ic:iice  apprjpri;it.  d  lor 
thnr  [Hin^r).,  when  it  was  rur.oved  to  a  renc  ; 
v^■\\,\:  pi.-. ;!l'urv,  o.-i  'h'/ other  h.:uc],  mufl  ir  ■.. ivf  to 
lie  ci'is  fiit'Tc  c/.i'iral  ot  an  ii-nditnie  and  i\"iu!jibl 
count:  V  incrt-afjiir  inienfihlv,  and  cO  b.  .ibie,  not 
u-;!;  .;  TiL,'!  'i';^  ^  irg'i's  hcio,  when  Iptakirg  or  hi3 
r.uiv;-  r(;a;'r7  ronii.med  by  the  flames  d  cnnpus 
lib':  1  rcju-  :i/;,  hut  tuU  ot  fhc  beft  groun  Kd  !iO|-e; 
tv>  f-v,  ih  t  iliii  wl.i  and  cieC^tt  place,  a'  piffnt 
ain^.oil  i  n'ir,-';y  c:  vn'c(\  over  vvit:^  canes  and  tree?, 
jliail  V  nL-  c /.•,  and  perhaps  th..t  diyis  r-ot  vcrv 
j,ii  V  iT,  bc^o-.nc  rne  capital  ot  a  .ar^e  and  rich  c.o- 
i'^ny. 


Your  Gr.;ce  will,  perhaps,   nft-   me  upon  wh^' 
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ey  are  loiindeu  on 


t'  '.^   firLiat^cn  of  this  city  on  thr  barks  ot   a  navj. 
f;aule  r;vtT    at  the  di    a  .ce  o^   thirty  three  leagues 
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jn  rv.'^i;'-/    o  ;  '.o.  r.s  ;   <  n  the   feitility  of  ii:s  foil 
on  i:;    n:i.di('s  an.:  who'ef  m^n  {<  of  the  climate, 
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n.i.  11  nr- ;  v\  i'5- pfighboLirl  ood  to  Mexi- 
co, th  •  !:j  vanni,  the  nn.ft  iQands  of  An^ieric.i, 
a'  (•  i.  il  V,  io  t  .e  b  n^  ifh  Cfjlonies.  Can  there  be 
a"!y  li  i  \^  nr  e  r'qii:  re  to  render  a  city  flounfli- 
a  d  r*aris  had  not  fuch  en nfidtrable 
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thin  brooks. 

B' t  I  elc^r    I  f.np:  ge  in   the  defcri[ni(^n   of  what  is 
c\iMv  MS  m  t'is  pi  ce,  I  flial',  to  preferve  due  order, 


reiliT.vi  my  journal  where  1  left  off. 


I  flayed 
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I  (laycd  a:nong  tlie  Natchez  inuch  lonn;cr  tluifi  I 
cxpccleci,  which  wasov\iiigto  the  dtltitc:',- r');tii. 
tion  in  which  I  f.  L.nd  tlic  l'i(ri:ch  vvl,:h  it  [  t  ci  to 
fpiricLJal  afliflaricc.  Vac  cit.v  (>f  l-.eavtn  i.;io  a  :  x-i 
yet  f-.llcn  uoon  this  fin-i  coun  ry,  whicli  i;  m;  rt' 
than  any  oth^r  cnricied  with  the  lac  ot  rhi-  ^p.rJu 
The  late  M.  ci'ibervillc  haa  i^efi'iitd  a  jcii-it  icjr 
this  phicc,  vviic)  accompanied  hnn  m  his  Irc-iid 
voyage  to  Louifiana,  in  ori.'er  to  tfi:ai')h!]i  Chi'lli- 
anity  in  a  nation,  the  convt-rfio!)  •-»!  vvi;"  h  iv  (.'runt- 
ed not  would  draw  ulter  it,  t.-ac  of  all  liic  k  It  j  ^  ut 
this  n~>i{]lonaiy  on  pafiiiig  ihiough  the  ViiU:^^  ot" 
the  Bayagoiilas,  iniaji  ntd  he  iound  nu.re  lavour- 
able  dilpofuions  towa.ds  religion  dieie,  ai  d  v/ri'ls 
he  was  t.iink'ng  on  fixing  tns  refidrnce  .  v.  on  .(I 
them,  was  RCalicd  to  Fiance,  by  order  oi  Lis  ui- 
periors.  "" 


An  ecclen.ifl'.c  of  Cana  la  was  in  the  feqnel  Ici^t 
to  the  Natchez,  where  he  refid^d  ,i  luJiCienc  tune, 
hue  made  no  profelites,  though  he  lo  Lr  gained  the 
good  graces  of  the  woman  chief,  that  oi;t  of  rtlpec^^ 
to  him,  Ihe  called  one  of  her  fons  b/  his  nam^.s 
This  minion  Ty  being  obliged  to  make  a  voyage 
to  the  v  cl'tie^  was  killed  on  his  way  thither  by 
fome  Indians,  who  p.obaiiy  had  no  other  motive 
for  this  cruel  acdon,  but  to  plunder  his  baggage, 
as  liad  before  happened  to  another  pried,  on  the 
fide  of  the  Akanla.s.  IVom  this  time  forti  all 
Louifiana,  below  th-  Illinois,  has  been  without  .my 
ecclefiailick,  excepting  the '7"'j«t.'7J,  who  tor  ftvc- 
ral  years  have  had  a  miffionary  whom  they  love 
and  eileem,  and  would  even  have  chofen  tor  their 
chief,  b:it  who  has  not  been  able,  notwith- 
flanding  all  this,  to  perfuade  on;  fingle  perfon  xo 
^mbracf  Chriftianicy. 
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B\r.  lv)w  can  wc  im.i'.vnc  mc.ifurcs  are  to  he  t.i  • 
h^n  to  convert  i.hc  mlidcls,  when  the  childiin  of 
the  faith  iht^tr.itlves  are,  almod  all  of  them,  witi.- 
cnit  pailovs ''  1  hnvc  already  had  the  honour  to  in- 
form your  Grace,  that  the  canton  of  the  Nacchtv 
IS  the  mod  populous  of  this  colony  •,  yet  it  is  live 
years  fincc  the  French  there  have  heard  mafs,  or 
(-vcii  k^n  a  prieft.  1  was  indeed,  fcnfible,  that  ir 
the  greateft  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  an  in- 
diiTtrcnce  towards  the  exercifes  ot  relip;ion,  which 
IS  the  common  elTecl  of  the  want  of  tlie  lacr;! 
ir.ents  •,  fcveral  of  them,  however,  e::preflul  muci 
eagernefs  to  lay  liold  ot  the  onj'ortimity  my  voy- 
age afforded  them,  to  put  rhe  alTairs  of  their  con- 
fciencc  in  order,  and  I  did  not  believe  it  n^v- 
duty,  to  fuffer  mylelf  to  be  nvjch  eiitrearj  d  va  thli 
occufion. 

The  firft  propofal  made  to  rr^  wa^  to  marrv,  \r. 
the  face  nt  the  church,  rhol'e  inliibira/it',  who  bv 
virriM:  ot  ;i  •  ivil    contra^.,  eyecur^d  i,]  pyefcr.cc  c' 
the  commandant  and  prinripal    c!eiI;of  the  place^ 
fiad  rohabiced  together  without  any  fcruple,  ailed 
gine,  fcr  excu!e,  alone,  with   tliofe  who   had  au- 
thorized  tV's  cc^ncubina^^c,  the  necclHty  there  wa^ 
of  peop'i'ig  rhe   cou'.itry,  and  tlie   impofTibility  oi 
prorunni',  a    ()rv^il:.     I    repreienred    to  them,  tha: 
there  were  pricils  at  the  Yalous  and  New  Orleans, 
and  that  rhe  aHair  was  well  worth  the  trouble  of  a 
vovaL\e  thither:    it  was   anfv.-ered,  that  the  con 
trading  parties  v/ere  not  in  a  condition  to  under 
take  fo  long  a  journey,  nor  of  being  at  tb.e  expence 
of  procuring  a  pricfl.    In  fliort,  the  evil  being  done, 
the  queifion  was  only  how  to  remedy  it,  wiiirh  I 
did.      After  this,  I  confeffjd  all  ihofe  who  offered 
themfeives  •,   but  their  numbt;ry.va<.  not  fo  great  a^^ 

I  expe(5led.  ^    ■ 
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Nothing  detaining  me  longer  at  tlio  Narchez^  I 
fct  out  tVom  thence  on  the  2OJ1  ot  Dci  ember  pretty 
late,  in  company  with  M.  de  l\iuii;cr,  KincT*s  cncri- 
neer,  who  was  employed  in  vifiting  the  coony,  in 
order  to  txam-ne  the  proper  places  for  building 
forts.  NVe  ad  van  ed  fmr  leagues,  and  encamped 
on  the  banks  of  a  fmall  river  0.1  the  left  v  next 
day  we  reimbarkcd  two  hours  before  it  was  light, 
with  a  pretty  rtrong  wind  agiind  us.  1  he  river 
in  this  place  makes  a  circuit  or  winding  of  iourteeri 
leagues,  and  accoiding  as  v\e  turned,  the  wind 
being  refledeJ  by  the  land,  and  the  ifljnds 
which  are  here  in  great  number  turned  with 
us,  fo  that  we  had  it  the  whole  day  in  our  teeth. 
Notwithltanding  we  got  ten  leiguts  farther,  and 
entered  another  fmall  river  on  the  fame  fiOe.  The 
whole  night  we  heard  a  very  great  noife,  which  I 
imagined  was  the  effecl  of  the  winds  growing  II  on- 
ger;  but  I  was  told  that  th-  river  h.id  been  ver)?" 
calm,  and  that  the  noife  which  kept  us  awake  had 
been  occafioned  by  the  fillies  b^aung  the  vvatei 
with  their  tails. 

On  the  28th,  after  advancing  two  leagues  far- 
ther, we  arrived  at  the  river  of  the  "Tonicas^  which 
at  firft  appears  to  be  no  more  than  a  brook  •,  but 
it  the  diftance  of  a  mufket-fhot  from  its  mouth,., 
forms  a  very  pretty  laise.  If  the  river  continues 
to  carry  its  dream  or  courfe  towards  the  other  fule, 
as  it  has  done  for  Ibme  time  pad,  a^i  this  place 
will  become  inacceflTable.  The  river  ol  the  Tonicas 
rifes  in  th>::  country  of  the  Tcbn^as,  and  its  naviga- 
tion is  very  much  interrupted  wit'i  falls  ot*  rapid 
currents.  The  village  flands  beyond  the  lake  on 
a  pretty  eminence  •,  yet  its  air  is  f  lid  to  be  un- 
wholfome,  which  is  attributed  to  the  bad  quality 
of  the  water  of  the  river  •  but  I  am  rather  of  opi- 
nion, it  is  owing  to  the  ftagnacion  of  the  watersi 
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in    thr  Idkc.     Th.is  vill.ir^e  is  built   round  a  vcrv 
large  fquirc,  and  is  inditlcrcntly  populous. 

Thf  cliief 's  cab!  in  is  finely  decorated  ''or  an  In- 
dial's,  on  the  outfKlc  ;  on  wiiicli  there  arc  ligure?; 
in  relief,  iu)C  i'o  badly  executed  as  one  would  ex. 
prft.  it  is  vcryobfcure  within  doors,  and  I  could 
lee  noticing  in  it  but  chclb,  full,  as  I  was  told,  of 


goods  anvi  money,  'i  he  ihi  f  received  us  vcrv 
polirely,  I'c  was  dreil"  d  alter  the  French  lafliion, 
a,ul  leeriHc!  in  no  ways  incommoded  wirli  hr> 
cloaths.  C)Lir  commandants  repofe  greater  conti. 
(.i; nre  in  this  nKin,  tli.m  in  any  other  cf  tlie  Indians 
i)i  1  .oui liana :  he  loves  our  nation,  and  has  no 
rcalon  t)  re[ient  the  lerviccs  he  has  done  us.  lit; 
carries  rv,  a  tr;;de  with  the  French,  fupplying  them 
v;ith  Ihjil.s  und  pou!;ry,  and  is  very  expert  ar 
b'l'i  el*.  1  le  has  lea:!:' J  irom  us  the  art  of  lavinr' 
on  rix/f  .)',  and  is  acctjiintcd  very  rich.  He  lia. 
lono;  lel'i  o'J  wcarinp;  the  Indian  habit,  and  tak:s 
great  piide  in  uppearin^.',  always  weli-dreiicd. 

The  rA\  ol  the  cibblns  in  this  villafje  aic  p-uti;. 
fquare,  like  that  ol  the  ciiief,  and  partly  round,  a-> 
at  rhe  Natchez;  the  Iquare  upon  which  they  a'! 
Ihiin!  IS  aboL.r  a  hundred  pa':es  in  diamiCrer,  wLerp 
thoMf^li  i;  was  that  day  extremely  hot,  tlie  voun,;, 
people  were  diverting^  tlicmfelves  at  a  rc:)rt  ot  truck, 
not  unlike  ours  in  Kurope.  There  are  two  other 
villai^es  belon2;ins  to  this  n/.tlon  at  no  jrreat  dil- 
tance  from  this,  which  are  all  that  remains  or  a  peo- 
ple heretofore  very  numierou^;.  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  had  a  millionary  wh':rT^  they 
greitly  cffeeined,  but  have  fince  learned  they  once 
txpelled  him,  on  account  of  his  fettmg  their  temple 
on  fire,  which,  however,  they  have  i:ot  rebuilt  or 
rekindled  its  fire,  a  certain  proof  oi  their  indifference 
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wir.Ii  rcl'pcft  to  ic!"u';ion  :  fuoa  aftor  they  even  re- 
called riK*  mifli-jnary.  but  he  in  his  turn  huii  now 
Ictt  thern,  on  lindinij,  they  lillfnal  to  ail  hi:  was 
able  to  fay  with  an  indoLiicc  which  he;  was  unable 
to  get  the  better  0!. 

From  the  bottom  of  the  lak'*  or  b^y  of  th:*  T\> 
r.icas,  were  we  to  iilc  canoes  ot  bark,  by  a  carry- 
ini^  place  of  two  k'.igues,  ten  might  be  laved  in 
f!u  navip-ation  of  the  river.  Two  Jca^nics  iower 
f!j:in  the  Tonicas,  on  the  right-hand,  h  Red  river, 
()[  Rio  Colorado^  at  the  entrariCe  of  which  the  ia- 
iiious  Fefdinand  de  Soco,  the  conqueror  of  Mori- 
J.a,  ended  his  exploits  and  life  together.  This  ri- 
v^r  runs  eaft  and  weft  for  fomc  time,  and  then 
turns  to  the  fouth.  For  the  ipace  of  toity  leagues 
it  is  navigable  for  pirogues,  beyond  which  arc  no- 
thing but  impaflibic  inoralles.  i:s  mouth  feeins  to 
he  about  two  hundred  toifcs  in  breadth  ;  tea 
leai/ucs  above,  it  receives  on  the  r';<£ht-hand  Black- 
river,  otherwife  called  the  river  of  the  Ouatchitas, 
which  runs  from  the  nortl),  and  for  {'cw^Ln  mor.ths 
in  the  year,  has  little  or  no  water  in  it. 

Notwithftanding,  fome  grants  have  been  obtain- 
ed here,  which,  \\\  all  probability,  never  will  be 
good  for  any  thing  -,  the  miOtive  tor  thele  fettle- 
mcnts  IS  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Spaniards,  which 
h'iS  ever  been  a  fatal  temptation  totliis  colony,  and 
through  the  ho[.es  of  trading  with  them,  the  belt 
lands  in  the  world  have  been  left  uncultivated.  The 
NatchitGchcs  arc  fettled  on  the  barks  of  the  Ued- 
river,  and  we  have  thought  proper  to  build  a  fort 
iunonofi:  them,  in  order  to  pi  event  rlie  Spaniards 
frum  fixing  tliemfelves  nearer  us.  We  encamped 
or.  the  29th,  a  little  below  the  mouth  ot  the  Red- 
river,  in  a  verv  f.r.e  treck. 
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On  xhc:  3<^fl^  *'^^f^''*  ailvancing  five  Icnguc.^,  w* 
paiV  (.!  ;i  IVcoikI  /'c'  w^^  cGiipce^  or  cut  point  •,  the  ri^ 
vcr  MiaU^s  a  vciy  «^ic.it  turning  in  this  place,  in. I 
the  Canadians.  \.y  means  ot  dij^gmg  the  channel  of 
a  Imall  brook,  liave  c.rrieJ  th.-  waters  ot  th<-  river 
into  it,  where  inch  is  the  impcuofity  of  the  (licam, 
that  the  point  has  been  c  iirely  cut  througii,  and 
thereby  travellers  lave  iouit  en  leagues  ot  their 
voyage.  Tiie  old  bed  is  now  adually  dry,  havir  > 
never  any  water  in  ir,  but  \\\  the  timet  of  an  in 
iinvl.itioii  i  a,:  evident  piool  that  tlie  river  inchnes 
its  ch.innel  towards  the  eall,  and  a  circunillance 
whi.  h  cannot  be  too  much  attended  to,  by  ihofc 
who  lettle  O'l  citlifr  fiJe.  This  new  channel  has 
been,  fince  that  tim  -,  luunded  with  a  line  of  thirty 
fathon':?,  without  Hnding  any  bottom. 

Immediately  b^low  and  on  the  fame  fide,  we  faw 
the  Feeble  beginnings  oF  a  grant,  called  Saintc 
Reiiie^  belonging  to  Mellrs.  Coetlogon  an:i  Kolli. 
It  is  lituatcd  on  a  very  Fertile  fpot,  and  has  nothing 
to  tear  from  the  overllowing  ot  the  river;  but 
from  notiiing,  noticing  can  proceed,  efpeciaily,  when 
people  are  not  inJudrious,  aid  in  luch  a  fituation 
this  ll-ttlcment  appeared  to  be.  Advancing  a 
league  Jarthc^r  tliis  day,  we  arrived  at  the  gr.nc  of 
Madan-c  de  M.zi^r^s,  where  the  rain  detained  U3 
ail  the  fo!  (;vvina  day.  A  few  huts  covered  with 
the  le.ives  of  trc:^?,  and  a  large  tent  maJe  of 
canvas,  arc  what  the  wliole  of  this  fectlcment  at 
prefcnc  confuls  of.  Mantcrs  and  goods  are  ex- 
pected from  the  Black  river,  where  the  warehoufts 
are,  which  they  fecm  rclolved  n';t  to  abandon. 
But  I  am  very  much  ainaid,  that  by  entleavour- 
ing  to  make  two  Icrtieir.t-nts  at  once,  both  will 
probably  mifca;;  v. 

The 
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The  foil  where  this  laft  is  begun  i:;  very  gooci, 
but  it  mull  hi.'  builc  a  quarter  of  a  ieai^uc  uoiw  rfjc 
river,  bchiiid  .  ;  "c!"s  wood,  wl:erc  tb.e  b:)ttoni  is 
marfhy,  which  may  bj  employed  in  railing  rice  oi* 
gardcn-flutr.  Two  leagues  farther  within  the 
woods  is  a  lake  two  leagues  in  circuit,  the  bank*; 
ol*  \vhich  are  covered  with  game,  and  which  per- 
haps v/ould  alio  furnifh  abundance  ot  lill],  were 
rhe  alligators  with  wjiich  it  fvvarms  at  pielent,  de- 
llroyed.  At  this  place  I  learned  lome  Iccrers  v/hich 
T  Hiall  communicate  to  your  Grace  at  the  pnco 
they  cofl  me  j  tor  I  have  not  had  ti::ic  to  in?.k': 
trial  of  them. 

The  male  cyprefs  in  this  country  bears  a  fort  ot 
()[  hufk,  which,  as  they  lay,  mult  be  gathered 
green,  and  yields  a  balm  which  is  fovereign  to  th.; 
cure  of  cuts  or  wounds.  The  tree  fruni  whicli 
the  conalm  dillills,  has,  among  other  virtues, 
that  of  curing  the  dropfy.  The  loois  -f  thofj 
large  cotton  trees,  whi  h  I  have  already  IpOAcn  of, 
and  which  are  found  all  alono;  the  road  fr>>m  lake 
Ontario,  are  a  certain  remedy  tur  all  kinds  oi  buir.s; 
the  inteiior  pellicle  mult  be  boiled  in  water,  the 
wound  fomented  with  this  water,  and  alterward.'i 
the  allies  of  the  pellicle  itfelf  laid  upon  it. 

On  the  firit  day  of  the  new  year  we  fdiJ  rnafs  ^ 
about  three  leagues  from  the  habitation  of  Ma- 
dam dc  Mezieres,  in  a  erant  belonging  to  M.  Di- 
run  d'Artaguette  infpuCtorgeneral  of  the  troops  Oi 
Louifiana.  We  had  here  a  monllruous  ia^ge  tor- 
toife  brouuht  us  ;  and  we  were  to!:i  that  theie  ani- 
mals  had  jult  broke  through  a  lar;^'.:'  bar  ot  iron  -, 
if  the  htt  is  true,  and  to  believ :  ic  I  Pnould  have 
leen  it,  the  Ipittle  of  tlicfe  aninnils  mufl:  be  a  llrcng 
diflblvcnt  :    1   (liould  not,    indeed,  chufe  to  truil 
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my  leg  in  their  throat.  What  is  certain  i.%  thaf 
the  crtr^turt-  1  faw  was  large  enough  to  fatisfy  trn 
riKn  ol  the  (Irongefl  appetites.  We  (laid  the 
whole  diiv  in  this  grant,  which  is  no  farther  ad- 
vanced than  the  rtlt,  and  is  (.ailed  le  Bjton  youg(^ 
or  the  Ked  pLafl'P.antation. 

The  next  cliy,  we  i:dvanced  eleven  league^  and 
encamj)ed  a  little  h.  lew  rhe  B.iyagoLilas,  which  wc 
iek  upon  our  right,  a:t..T  hav.nj;  vifucd  the  ruins 
of  an  ancicnc  vd  age,  w'rch  I  ha/e  already  men- 
tioned. This  v\as  very  wlII  j-eopL-d  about  twenty 
years  ago;  hu^  the  finail  pox  delboyed  part  ol  tliL* 
iiiliabirants,  ai.d  the  reil  have  t  ifperfed  in  luch  a 
manner,  that  no  act  ounts  have  been  heard  ol  thera 
lor  il-veral  years,  and  it  is  douSted  \\  \o  much  as 
one  fiiiglc  {..mily  of  them  is  now  remaining.  Its 
lituation  v\a.  Very  (r.a^.ni;ken%  and  the  Mellrs.  Pa- 
ris have  now  a  f?;rjiu  he'e,  which  they  planted  with 
uhite  midber^i  s,  ai:d  h.ve  already  raifed  very  tine 
filk.  Tlv.y  have  likewTc  Kgiin  to  cultivate  to- 
bacco and  inJdgn  widi  fuc  ccf^;.  If  the  proprietors 
of  the  g;anis  were  cvery-where  as  induftrious,  they 
would  iboa  be  reimbuiTed  their  txpences. 

On  the  third  of  lanuarv,  at  ten  in  the  rriOrnir<?, 
wc  arrived  ..:  r.he  litrh-  Vi!big;e  of  the  Oumas.  which 
llands  0.1  tiie  leir,  and  has  ibme  French  houl'es  in 
it.  A  q.iarc.  r  of  a  league  farth:^  within  the  coun- 
try ft-ji.s  the  great  village.  This  nation  is  very 
well  affjcltd  ro>va:ds  u:;.  Two  leagues  above  this, 
the  Mill  fTi  v  1  divides  into  branches  :  on  the  rigiit, 
to  which  [:d'^  it  has  a  conflant  propenfity,  it  has 
hollowed  out  for  itfeit  a  channel  called  the  fork  of 
the  Cketltnacbiis  or  Sitifnacha.u  v/hich,  before  it 
carries  its  vv.it.'rs  to  the  lea,  fornjs  a  pretty  larg? 
lake.      The  r.aiiuii   ul    f.hc  Ch'^iiiuachas   i;;  almofl 
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cnrire'y  deilroyed,  the  few  chat  remain  being  flaves 
11.  the  colony. 

This  day  we  advanced  fix  leagues  bcyo-^.d  the 
Oumas,  and  paHcd  the  night  upon  a  v.  ry  fir.t  fpot, 
where  the  Marc]ui'^,  d'Aiicenis  has  a  ierritmciit, 
which  the  burning  of  the  pubhck  ware  hoiifv^  and 
kvcral  orher  accidents  happening  one  atrer  afiothcr, 
l-.avc  reduced  to  ruin.  i  he  Co/ap/jjus  had  built  a 
fmai!  village  here*,  which  fub  ".iicd  no  1  ng  time. 
On  the  toiirth  b'ltore  noon,  w^  arrived  a:  the  c^reat 
vi]la';2;e  of  the  ColapifTas.  This  is  the  finelii  in  all 
Louiliana,  rhou^^h  there  are  noc  above  tv^o  hun- 
dred warriors  in  it,  who,  however,  have  the  repu- 
tation ol  being  very  I  rave.  I'heir  rabbins  are  in 
the  form  ot  a  pavilion,  hke  thofe  of  the  Sioux  *, 
and  like  them  they  lig'it  fires  in  th;  m  very  Tel- 
dom.  They  hav  a  double  covering,  rh.at  v;:thia 
being  a  tifilie  ot  the  leaves  of  Latanicrs  trees,  and 
that  without  confifls  of  matts. 

The  chief's  cabbin  is  thirty-fix  feet  in  diameter  : 
I  have  not  hitherto  feen  any  of  a  larger  fiZ'%  that 
ot  the  chiff  of  the  Natchez  being  no  more  than 
thirty.  As  foon  as  we  came  in  fight  of  the  viU 
lige,  they  fduted  ua  with  beat  of  drum,  and  we 
had  no  fooner  landed  than  I  was  com  limented  on 
the  p  .rt  of  the  chief  I  was  furpriz^d,  on  a  Ivan- 
cing  towards  the  village,  to  fee  the  drummer  drcf- 
fed  in  a  long  fantailical  parti  coloured  robe.  1  en- 
quired into  the  origin  of  this  cuftom,  and  was  in- 
formed th.u  it  was  not  very  ancient  •.  that  a  gover- 
nor of  Louisiana  had  made  a  prcfent  o)*^  this  drum 
to  thefe  Indi  ms,  who  h:ive  always  been  our  faith- 
full  allies;  and  that  this  fort  of  beadle's  coat,  was 
of   their  own    invention.     The  women   here  are 

handfomcr 


L-lMl 


M 


'/■ 


if    'Id 


I    i 


f. 


i 


B 

Hi. 


<  I 


(    2S6   ) 

handforrer  than  thcfe  of  Canada,  and  are,  befidc?, 
extr^rncly   neat  in  their  drefs. 

After  dinner  we  made  a  progrefs  of  five  leigu'-s 
farther,  and  ftopt  at  a  pjace  called  Cnnncs  hrulhs^ 
or  Rurnt-coMPS^  belonging  to  M.  le  Conte  d'Ar- 
tagnar,   who    has  a  ittrlement    here,  which   is  to 
ferve  him  as  an  entrepot^  or  ftaple,  provided  it  do 
not   fnare  the  fame    fate   with  moft  of  the  reft. 
This  plantation    (lands  on  the  left,   and  the    full 
objccl  that  attracted  my  notice,  was  a   large  crofs 
erciflcd  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  round  which   1 
found  them  finging  vefpers.     This  is  the  firft  place 
of  the  colony,  after  leaving  the  country  of  the  W 
iinois,  where  I  faw  this  ceremony  of  our  religion. 
Two  Mufquetaires,    MefTrs.   d'Artiguere    and  cic! 
Benac,  are  the  managers  of  this  grant,  and   it  is 
M,  de  Benac  who  has  the  diredion  of  the  planta- 
tion of  Cannes  bruUes^  together   with  M.  Chevalier, 
n:pbcw  to  the  mathematical  mafler  to  the  King'5 
pages,     Thf^y  have  no   piieft  v;hich  is   not  thtir 
fauU,  there  liaving  been  one  fent  them,  whom  they 
were   obli:;td   to  lend    away  for    his  drunkennels, 
v.'ifely  concluding,  that  more  harm  than  good  w^s 
to  be  expected  from  a  bad  priefl-,  in  a  new  fettle- 
mc^nt,  where  there  was   no  ihperlor  to   watch  over 
his  conduct.     Between  the  Colapiflas  and  the  Can- 
tiPS  hrulees^  you  leave  on  your  right,  a  place  where 
an   Indian   nation  called  tlie  Taenfas  were  fortrierly 
fitded,    and  wjio,    in   the  time  of  M.  de  'a  S:\\t\ 
made  a  great  ngure   in   this  colon;',   but  have  for 
fome  years  paft  entirely  difappe^red.     This  h^s  one 
of  the  moft  beautiful  fituations  as  well   as  one  of 
the  befl  foils  in  ail  I.ouifiana,      M.  de  Mcufe  tf. 
whom  it  has  been  granted  has  as  yet  done  nothing 
in  it,  notwithftanding  he  maintains  a  dir:dor  who 
has  neither  goods  nor  work  men. 

We 


(  28;  ) 
We  (loped  to  dine,  on  the  fifths  at  a  place  called 
the  ClMpiloulas,  which  is  dill  ant  only  three  leagues 
from  New  Orleans,  at  which  place  we  arrived 
about  five  oMock  in  the  evening.  The  Chapitou- 
las  and  lome  oi  the  neighbouring  plantations  are  in 
a  very  ^-)od  condition,  the  foil  is  very  fertile  and 
has  fallen  into  the  hands  ot  exptrt  and  l.borious 
people.  They  are  M.  de  Breuil  and  three  Cana- 
dian brothers,  ot  the  name  of  Chauvin,  who  having 
brought  nothing  with  them  to  this  country  but 
their  induftry,  have  attained  to  a  perfedion  in  that 
through  the  necelTity  of  working  for  their  fubfif- 
tence.  They  hivc  loft  no  time,  and  have  fpared 
themfelves  in  nothing,  and  their  conduct  affords  an 
ufeful  lefTon  to  thofe  lazy  fellows,  whofe  mifery 
unjuftly  djfcredits  a  country,  which  is  capable  of 
producing  an  hundred  fold,  of  whatever  is  fown 
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LETTER     XXXII. 


Voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Mouth  oj  the 
MiflifTippi.  Dejcription  of  that  River  to  the 
Sea,     Rejiedfions  on  the  Grants, 


c 


IJland  of  Thoukufe  or  Balife,  January  26,  1722. 

Madam  ^ 

TH  E  country,  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
New  Orleans,  has  nothing  very  remark- 
able ;  nOr  have  1  found  the  fituation  of  this  city 
io  very  advantageous,  as  it  has  been  faid  to  be : 
there  are  foiue  who  think  otherwiie,  and  fupport 
their  opinion  by  the  following  reafons  ;  and  1  (hall 
afrtrwards.  lay  before  you  thofe  which  induce  me 
to  d.ffer  from  them.  The  firft  is,  that  a  league  be- 
yond it,  towards  the  north- eaft,  there  is  a  fmall  ri- 
ver called  le  Bayouc  de  Sain:  Jean,  or  the  Creek  of 
St.  John,  Bayouc  in  the  Indian  language  fignify- 
ing  a  rivulet,  which,  at  the  end  of  two  leagues, 
(iilcharges  itfclf  into  the  lake  Pontcharrrain,  which 
Ills  a  communication  v;ith  tie  fea,  by  means 
of  which  it  Would  be  eafy,  fay  they,  to  keep  up  a 
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trade  betw:!^?-!  riie  cipital  Mobile  and  Biioxi,  and 
with  all  the  other  pulls  vvc  pollels  near  the  ica. 
The  fecond  is,  that  below  the  city  the  river  makes 
a  veiy  great  turning  railed  le  dctoiir  aux  Angy.s^ 
or  the  Kn^liili  reach,  whiih  is  imagined  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  prevent  a  liirprize.  THcIl* 
realons  are  Ipecious,  but  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
folid  ;  for,  in  the  firll  place,  thofe  who  realbn  in 
this  manner  fupnofe,  that  the  river  at  its  entrance 
can  only  receive  fmall  vefiels :  now  in  this  cale, 
what  is  to  be  teared  from  a  furprize,  provided  the 
city  be  fortified,  as  I  fuppofe  it  will  foon  be  ?  Will 
an  enemy  come  to  attack  it  with  (Iiallops,  or  with 
velTels  which  carry  no  guns  ?  Befides,  in  whatever 
place  the  town  be  fituated,  ought  not  the  mouth 
of  the  river  to  be  defended  by  good  batteries,  and 
a  fort  which  would  at  leaft  give  them  notice  to 
hold  themfelves  in  readinels  to  receive  an  enemy? 
In  the  fecond  place,  what  necefTity  is  there  for  a 
communication,  which  can  only  be  carried  on  by 
means  ot  Hiallops,  with  pofts  which  cannot  beafTifted 
in  cafe  tincy  were  attacked,  and  from  which,  on  the 
other  han.1,  but  a  feeble  afTiftance  could  be  drawn, 
and  which,  for  the  molt  part,  would  be  good  fur 
nothing  ?  To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  when 
a  vefiel  goes  up  the  Hnglifh  reach,  the  wind 
muft  change  every  moment,  fo  that  whole  weeks 
may    be    Ipent     m    advancing    {cwtn     or 


leagues. 
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A  little  below  New  Orleans  the  foil  begins  to  be 
very  Hiallow  on  both  fides  the  MifiiflTippi,  and  its 
depth  continues  to  diminifh  all  the  way  to  the  fea. 
This  is  a  point  of  lar.d  v/hich  docs  not  appear  to 
be  very  ancient  •,  fur  if  it  be  ever  fo  little  dug  up, 
warcr  is  lure  to  be  found,  and  the  great  number 
of  fliuals   and  fmall   idands,  which   within   thefe 

twenty 
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twenty  years  have  been  formed  at  all  the  mouths 
ot  the  river,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  this  neck 
ol  land  has  been  formed  in  the  fame  manner.  It 
appears  certain,  that  when  M.  de  Sale  went  down  the 
Miilililppi  to  the  fea,  the  mouth  of  this  river 
was  quitft  different  from  what  it  is  at  pre- 
fent. 

The  nearer  we  approach  the  fea^  the  more  fen- 
fibie  this  becomer :  the  bar  has  little  or  no  water 
on  the  greateft  part  of  the  out  lets  which  the  river 
has  opened  for  itfelf,  and  which  have  been  fo 
greatly  multiplied  by  means  of  trees,  which  have 
been  carried  along  with  the  current ;  and  one  of 
them  being  (lopt,  by  means  of  its  roots  or  branches, 
ill  a  place  where  there  is  little  depth  of  water,  is 
the  occafion  of  flopping  a  thoufand  more.  1  have 
feen,  two  hundred  hagues  from  hence,  heaps  of 
them,  one  of  which  alone  would  fill  all  the  timber- 
yards  in  Paris.  Nothing  can  then  feparate  the 
mud  from  them  which  the  river  carries  along  with 
it  •,  it  ferves  them  as  a  cement,  and  covers  them 
by  little  and  little  -,  every  frefh  inundation  leaves 
a  new  bed,  and  after  ten  years  at  mod  the  canes 
and  (hrubs  begin  to  grow.  It  is  in  this  manner, 
that  the  grctell  part  of  thefe  points  of  land  and 
iflands  have  been  formed,  which  have  To  often 
cauled  a  chano;e  in  the  courfe  of  the  river. 


1  have  nori'.'ng  to  add  to  what  I  have  faid  in  the 
Ixginning  of  the  f..rego'ng  letter,  about  the  pre- 
fcnt  ftare  of  Ncv/  Orleans.  The  judefl:  notion 
you  can  form  of  it  is,  to  imagine  to  yourfelf  two 
hundred  perfons,  who  have  been  fent  out  to  build 
a  I  ity,  arid  v^ho  have  fettled  on  the  banks  of  a 
p^n  at  nvcr,  thinking  upon  nothing  but  upon  put- 
ting themf-lves  under  cover  from  the  injuries  of 
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the  wcatbci,  and  in  the  mean  time  waiting  till  a 
plan  is  laid  out  tor  them,  and  till  they  have  built 
houfes  according  to  it.  M.  de  Tauger,  whom  I 
have  ilill  the  honour  to  accompany,  has  jiift  fliown 
me  a  plan  of  his  own  invention  ;  but  it  w:li  not 
be  lo  lafy  to  pur  it  into  execution,  as  it  has  been  to 
draw  it  out  u;'on  paper.  We  let  out  on  the  28th, 
for  Bilox',  where  the  general  quarters  are.  '1  here 
are  no  grants  between  New  Orleans  and  the  lea, 
the  r(;il  being  of  too  little  depth  ;  but  only  feme 
fmall  pri\'ate  fcttlements  and  entrepots,  or  ftaples, 
for  the  large  grants. 

Behind  one  of  thefe  plantations,  and  immedi- 
ately below  the  H.nglifli  reach,  ftood,  not  long  fincc, 
a  village  of  the  Chouucbas,  the  ruins  of  which  1 
have  vificed.     Nothing  remains  entire  but  the  cab- 
bin  of  the  chief,  which  bears  a  great  refemblance 
to  one  of  our  peafants  houfes    in  France,  with  this 
ditference  only,    that  it  has  no  windows.      It  is 
built  ot  the  brandies  of  trees,  the  voids  of  which 
are  filled   up  with  the  leaves  of  the  trees  called 
lataniers,    and  its  roof   is  of  the  fame   materials. 
I'he  chief,  like  all  the  reft  in  Florida,  is  very  ab- 
fulute  *,    he   hunts  only   for  his   pleafure,    for  his 
fubjeds    are  obliged    to    give  him   part  of,  their 
game.     His  village  is  at  prefent  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  half  a  league  lower,   and  the  Indians 
have  tranfported  thither  even  the  bones   of  their 
dead. 
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A  little  below  their  new  habitation,  the  coaft  is 
much  higher  than  any  where  elfe-,  and  it  feems 
to  me,  this  would  have  been  the  btft  fituation  tor 
a  city.  Ir  is  nut  above  twenty  leagues  from  the 
fa,  an  witi.  a  moderate  fouth  or  fouth-eaft  wind, 
fnips  nyg\\t  get  up  to   it  in  fifteen   hours.     On 
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the  evening  of  the  23d,  we  quitted  the  niallop 
which  had  carried  us  to  tiiis  phicc,  and  embaiked 
on  board  a  brigantine,  in  which  we  lay  by  durincr 
the  whole  nighc.  On  the  morrow  at  break  of  day 
vve  found  we  had  pailcd  a  new  turn  in  the  river, 
called  le  detour  anx  Piakimincs^  or  the  reach  of  the 
Piakimines. 

We  found  ourfclves  foon  after  among  the  paf- 
fes  of  the  MifTiffippi  -,  !iere  one  murt  fail  widi 
abundance  of  precaution,  tor  fear  of  being  drawn 
into  one  from  whence  it  would  be  next  to  impof- 
fible  to  extricate  one's  felf.  Moll  of  them  are 
only  fmall  ftreams,  and  fome  are  feparated  only  by 
iTiallows  almoft:  level  with  the  water.  The  bar  of 
the  MifTifTippi  is  what  has  multiplied  thefe  pafifes 
to  fuch  a  degree,  it  being  ealy  to  conceive,  by  the 
way  in  which  1  faid  new  lands  are  formed,  how 
the  river  endeavouring  after  a  padage  where  there 
i  the  lead  refiftance,  opens  one,  fometimes  on  one 
fide,  fometimes  on  another  *,  from  whence  it  mighc 
hippen,  without  great  care  to  prevent  it,  that  all 
the  paflTes  might  become  impaHable  to  fhips.  In 
the  evening  of  the  24th,  we  call  anchor  without 
the  bar,  oppofite  the  Ifland  Balife. 

The  contrary  wind  flill  detaining  us,  we  rcfolved 
to  make  fome  ufe  of  this  delay.  Yefterday  being 
the  25th,  I  began  by  finging  grand  mafs  in  the 
iiland  called  de  la  Balife^  or  the  Buoy  IQand,  on 
account  of  a  buoy  erected  upon  it  for  the  conve- 
nience of  (hipping.  Afterwards  I  bleffed  it,  gave 
it  the  name  of  the  ifland  'Thoiiloiifey  and  then  f.ing 
^e  Deum.  This  ifland  together  with  another, 
which  is  feparated  from  it  by  a  creek  where  there 
;s  always  v^^ater,  is  not  more  than  half  a  league  in 

U  3  circumference. 
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circumference.  It  is  bcfides  very  low,  exceptin<Y 
one  place  only  which  is  never  overflowed,  and 
where  there  is  room  enough  to  build  a  fort  and 
ware-houfes.  Vcflels  might  likcwife  unload  here, 
which  would  have  difficulty  to  get  over  the  bar 
with  their  cargoes  in. 

M.  de  Pauger  founded  this  place  with  the  lead, 

and    found    the    bottom  pretty  hard   and  clayey, 

though  rive  or  fix  fmali  fprings  rife  from  it,  which  do 

not  throw   up  much  water,  but  leave    a  very  fine 

fait  behind  them.     When  the  river  is  at  its  lo\ve!l, 

that  is  to  fay  during  the  three  hotteft  months  of  the 

year,  the  water  is  fait  all  round  this  ifland  i  but 

in  the  time  of  the  floods  it  is  entirely  frefh,  and 

the  river  preferves  its  freflinefs  a  league  out  at  lea. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year  it   is  a  little 

brackifli  beyond  the  bar;  confequently  it  is  a  meer 

fc-blc,  wiiat  has  been  aflerted,  that  for  the  fpacc  of 

twenty  leagues,    the  waters  of  the   MifTifi'ippi  lIo 

not  mix  with  thofe  of  the  ocean. 

M.  Pauger  and   I  fpent   the   reft  of  the  ihv 
with   M.  Kerlafio,   mafter  of  the   Brigantiiie,  i:i 
founding  and  furveying  the  only   mouth  of  the  ri- 
ver which  was  then  navigable  •,    and  here  follow 
our  obfervations  on  the  condition  in  which  we  tlun 
found  it,  for  I  cannot  anfwer  for  the  changes  \vhi:h 
may  have  fince  happened.     It  runs  north-eall  and 
fouth-wefl,  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  fathoms 
from  the  kd  to  the  ifland  of  Thouloufe,  oppofite  to 
which  are  three  fmall  iflands,  which  have  as  yet  no 
grafs  upon  them,  alihough  they  are  of  a  tolerable 
height.     For  the  whole  of  this  fpace,  its  breadth 
is  about  two  hundred  and   fifty  fathoms,  and  ir^ 
depth  about  eighteen  feet  in  the  middle  •,  but  tholL^ 
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who  are  not   well  acquainted   mull  keep  the  lead 
always  goin; 
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From  therxe,  going  up  the  river,  the  courfe 
lies  ftill  north-wcfl,  for  the  fpace  of  four  hundred 
fathoms,  having  all  aloi  g  fifteen  foot  depth  of 
water  and  the  lame  bottom  ;  the  anchoring  ground 
is  every  where  good,  and  under  cover  from  all  but 
the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  winds,  wh.ich  might,  if 
vioh'nt,  caufc-  the  vlTcls  to  drag  their  anchors,  but 
without  any  danger  ;  fur  they  wojld  run  upon  the 
bar,  which  is  likewife  a  foft  mud  :  the  courfe  is 
after  this  north-weft,  and  one  quaiter  north-eaft, 
for  the  fpace  of  five  hundred  tathoms.  This  is 
properly  the  bar,  having  twelve  foot  water  middle - 
depth,  but  much  incumbered  v  ith  banks  and  flioals, 
on  which  account,  great  care  mult  be  taken  in 
working  a  vcfTcl  ;  this  bar  is  two  huixired  and 
fifty  fatho'iis  broad  betwixt  the  low-lanas  on  each 
fide,  which  are  covered  with  reeds. 

In  the  eaft  channel,  which  is  immediately  above 
the  bar,  the  courfe  is  due  wcfl,  for  the  fpace  of  a 
league:  this  is  two  hiMidred  and  ii  ry  fathoms  in 
breadth,  and  from  four  to  fifteen  in  depiii.  Then 
all  of  a  fudden  no  bottom  is  to  be  founr  On 
taking  the  large  channel  after  going  over  the  vir, 
the  courfe  is  north-weft,  for  the  fpnce  of  three  hun- 
dred fathoms,  where  there  is  always  forty- five 
feet  depth  of  water.  You  leave  the  channel  of 
Sanvole^  on  the  right-hand,  through  which  there  is  a 
pafTage  for  fhallops  to  Biloxi,  the  courfe  of  which 
is  northerly  :  this  channel  had  its  name  from 
an  officer  whom  M.  d'  Iberville,  on  his  re- 
turn to  France,  left  commandant  of  the  co- 
lony. 
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The  courfe  lies  afterwards  wed,  one  qunmrr 
north-well,  tor  the  fpace  of  fifty  fathoms  'n\  a  fort 
ot  bay  lying  on  the  left,  at  the  end  of  which 
there  are  three  channels  more,  one  running  fouth- 
fouth-caft,  another  fouth,  and  the  third  wclt-fouth- 
weft.  This  bay  is  but  ten  fathoms  in  depth  and 
twenty  over,  diK\  the  channels  have  but  little  wa- 
ter. Continuing  to  fteer  on  the  fame  point  of  the 
compafs,  and  after  running  fifty  fathoms  more, 
you  meet  with  a  fecond  bay  on  the  fame  fide, 
which  is  twenty  fathoms  over,  and  fifty  in 
depth.  This  has  two  little  channels,  through 
which  canoes  of  bark  would  have  difBculty  to 
pafs,  fo  that,  for  the  moft  part,  no  account  is 
made  of  ihem. 

From  hence  the  courfe  is  wefterly  for  the  fp.ire 
of  five  hundred  fathoms,  when  you  are  oppoHrc 
to  the  paje  a  la  loutre^  or  the  Otter  ciiannel,  which 
lies  on  the  right  hand,  and  runs  fourh-fouth-eull, 
being  a  hundred  fathom  in  breadth,  but  only  na- 
vigable tor  pirogues.  Afterwards  you  fteer  fourh- 
weft  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  fathoms,  then  due  wift 
for  three  hundred :  after  this  weft,  one  c^uarter  north- 
weft,  for  the  fpace  of  a  hundrtd,  as  much  wefl- 
norih  weft,  and  eight-hundred  north-weft;  then 
you  find  on  your  left-had  the  fouth  paftagc,  which 
i',  two  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  in  breadth,  ha- 
ving nine  f  ithums  depth  of  water  at  its  entrance  on 
the  river  fide,  and  only  two  feet  at  its  opening  in- 
to the  fea. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  fithoms  farther,  lies  the 
fouth  W(.ft  pafiage,  nearly  of  the  fame  bre.dch  bit 
with  nevf  r  lefs  than  feven  or  eight  feet  water. 
The  country  in  this  place  is  not  fo  marfliy  as 
lower  tlown,  but  is  ovcrfiowed  during  four  months 
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of  tlie  year.  It  is  bounded  on  the  left  by  a  fcries 
of  fmall  lakes,  lying  at  the  end  of  the  lake  Che- 
timachas,  and  on  the  right  by  the  ijlcs  de  la  Chan- 
lieleur,  or  the  Candlemas  iflands ;  it  is  believed  that 
there  is  a  channel  for  veHels  of  the  grcatell  bur- 
then, and  that  it  would  be  very  ealy  to  make  a 
very  fine  harbour  among  thefe  iflands.  Large 
barks  can  get  up  from  the  fea  to  lake  Chetima- 
chas,  and  the  finefl  oaks  in  the  world  might 
be  cut  there,  the  whole  coaft  being  covered  with 
them. 

I  am  like  wife  of  opinion,  that  all  the  channels 
in  the  river  ought  to  be  ftopt  up,  excepting  the 
principal  one,  which  would  be  extremely  eafy,  no- 
thing more  being  required,  than  to  introduce  into 
them  thofe  floating  trees  with  which  the  river  is  al- 
wiys  covered.  The  confequencc  of  which  would 
be,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  river  would  be  no  lon- 
ger acctfTible  to  b.irks  and  canoes,  but  upon  one 
(ide,  which  would  put  the  colony  out  of  all  dan- 
ger of  being  furprized  ;  and,  in  the  fecond  place, 
the  whole  force  of  the  current  being  united,  the 
only  opening,  which  the  river  would  then  have, 
w  add  grow  deeper  as  well  as  the  bar,  I  ground 
this  conjeiflure  upon  what  has  already  happened  at 
at  the  two  cut  points,  of  which  I  have  already 
fpnken.  In  this  cafe  there  would  be  no  more  to 
do  than  to  keep  up  one  channel,  and  to  prevent 
the  floating  trees  from  (lopping  in  it,  which,  as  ap- 
pears to  me,  would  be  no  difficult  affair. 

The  breadth  of  the  river  between  the  channels, 
that  is  to  fay,  for  the  fpace  of  four  leagues  from 
the  Ifland  of  Thouloufe  to  the  fouth-well  channel, 
is  never  more  than  fifty  fathoms.  But  imme- 
diately above  this  channel,  th?  Miffilfippi  infenfihly 
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rcfumcs  its  wonted  breadth,  which  is  never  Jeis 
than  one  mile,  and  feldom  more  than  two.  Its 
depth  continually  encreafes  beyond  the  bar,  which 
is  contrary  to  what  happens  in  all  other  rivers, 
which  are  commonly  deeper  as  they  approach  near- 
er the  fea. 

Here,  Madam,  would  be  an  opportunity  to  give 
you  an  account  of  what  has  occafioned  the  failure 
of  thofej  numerous  grants,  which  have  made  To 
much  noife  in  France,  and  upon  which  fo  many 
had  founded  the  grcatefl  hopes ;  but  I  rather  chufe 
to  refer  this  to  our  firit  meeting,  and  content 
myfelf,  at  prefent,  v/ith  imparting  to  you  fome  re- 
flections I  have  made  on  the  mannner  of  fettli.g 
in  this  country,  if  our  countrymen  are  not  entire- 
ly difgulted  at  the  bad  fucccis  fo  many  repeited 
efforts,  and  uielefs  expences,  have  been  attended 
with. 


It  appears  to  me,  that  the  bed  place  for  fettle- 
*ments  is  not  on  the  b.inks  of  the  river,  but  at 
lead  a  quarter  if  not  half  a  league  back  ia 
the  country.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  guard  againft  the  ordinary  inunda- 
tions of  the  river  by  good  ditches ;  but  there 
is  a  great  inconvenience  in  dwelling  upon  a 
foil,  which  affords  water  ever  fo  little  below 
the  furfice,  and  where,  of  courfe,  there  can  be 
no  cellars.  I  am  even  of  opinion,  that  ic  would 
be  very  advantageous  to  leave  free  room  to 
the  annual  overflowing  of  the  river,  efpecially 
for  the  foil,  which  is  not  very  dry  and  would  not 
be  ufelefs. 


The  flime,  which  remains  upon   it,    after  the 
waters  are  withdrawn,  renews  and  fattens  it  •,    and 
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one  part  might  be  employed    In  paftunge,    and 
the    other    fovvn    with    rice,    pulfe,     and,    in    a 
word,    with   every    thing    which  thrives    on    fat 
and    moift    lands.      So,    that    in    time,    nothing 
might  be  feen  on  both  the  banks  of  the  MifTil- 
fippi,  but  gardens,  orchards,  and  meadows,  which 
would    fupply   the    inhabitants    with    food,    and 
even    furnifh    commodities    for    carrying   on    a 
trade  with  our  iflands   and  the  neighbouring  co- 
lonies.    In  a  word,  I  believe,  I  may  affirm  that, 
having  landed  twice  or  tiirice  every  day,  when  I 
was  going  down  the  river,  there  are  almoft  every 
where,  at  a  very  fmali  diftance  from  the   banks, 
high     grounds,    where    houfes    might    be    built 
on    a    Iblid   foundation ;    and   corn  would    grow- 
extremely    well,     after     the     air    had    got    free 
acrrfs    to    it,    by    means   of  clearing   away    the 
woods. 


i      ) 


The  navigation  of  the  river  upwards  will  always 
be  extremely  difficult,  on  account  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  current  which  even  obliges  thofe  wha 
are  going  down  to  take  great  care,  for  it  fre- 
quently drives  them  upon  points  of  land  and 
upon  flioals  •,  fo  that,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
fafety,  vefltls  muft  be  made  ufe  of  which  can  both 
fail  and  row.  Befides,  as  it  is  not  poffible  to  ad- 
vance in  the  night-time,  thefe  voyages  will  always 
be  very  tedious  and  expenfive  -,  at  lead  till  the 
banks  of  the  river  fhall  be  well  peopled,  through 
the  whole  extent  of  country,  from  the  Illinois  to 
the  Tea. 


Such,  Madam,  is  the  country  which  has  been 
fo  much  talked  of  for  fome  years  paft,  and  of 
which  fo  few  entertain  a  jufb  idea.  We  are  not 
the  firfl:  Europeans  who  have  been  fenfible  of  its 
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goodnefs,  and  have  at  the  fame  time  ncg!c(5lcd 
it.  Ferdinand  de  Soto  went  all  over  it,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  years,  and  Garcilaflb  de  Vega 
his  hiftorian  has  not  been  able  to  forgive  him, 
for  not  having  made  a  folid  cftablifhment  upon 
it.  "  Where  could  he  have  gone,"  lays  he,  "  to 
''  find  a  better." 

In  a  word,  I  have  met  with  none,  who  have 
been  on  the  fpot,  who  have  fpoken  difadvantage- 
oufly  of  Louifiana,  but  three  forts  of  perfons  whofe 
teftimony  can  be  of  no  great  weight.  The  firft 
are  the  failors,  who,  from  the  road  at  the  ifland  of 
Dauphine,  have  been  able  to  Tee  nothing  but 
that  ifland  covered  with  a  barren  fand,  and 
the  coaft  of  Biloxi  flill  more  fandy,  and  have 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the  en- 
trance of  the  MilTiflippi  is  impradlicabie  to  vefTels 
above  a  certain  bulk  ;  and  that  the  country  is  un- 
inhabitable for  fifty  leagues  up  the  river.  They 
would  have  been  of  a  very  different  opinion, 
had  they  had  penetration  enough  to  diflruft 
thofe  perfons  who  fpoke  in  this  manner,  and 
to  difcover  the  motives  which  made  them  do 
fo. 

The  fecond  are  wretches,  who  being  banifhed 
from  France  for  their  crimes  or  ill  behaviour, 
true  or  fuppofed,  or  who,  in  order  to  fhun  the 
purfuits  of  their  creditors,  lifted  themfelves  among 
the  troops,  or  hired  themfelves  to  the  plantations. 
Both  of  them,  looking  upon  this  country  as  a  p'ace 
of  banifhment  on  y,  were  confequently  fhocked 
with  every  thing :  they  have  no  tye  to  bind 
them,  nor  any  concern  for  the  progrtfs  of  a 
colony  of  v;hich  they  are  involuntary  members, 
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and  give  themfelves  very  little  trouble  about  the 
advantages    it   is    capable    of   procuring  to    the 
(late. 


The  third  are  fuch,  who  having  feen  nothing 
but  mifery,  in  a  country  for  which  exceflive  fums 
have  been  difburfed,  attribute  to  it,  without  re- 
flexion, what  ought  fokly  to  be  laid  to  the  in- 
capacity or  negligence  of  thofe  who  were  char- 
ged with  the  fettling  it.  You  are,  befides,  not 
unacquainted  with  the  reafons  for  publifhirg, 
that  Louifiana  contained  in  its  bofom  immenle 
treafures ;  and  that  its  value  to  us  was  very 
near  equal  to  the  famous  mines  of  St.  Barbe,  and 
others  ftill  richer,  from  which  we  flattered  our- 
fclves  we  ftiould  be  able  to  drive  the  poflefTors 
with  eafe :  and  becaufe  thefe  ridiculous  tales 
found  credit  with  fools,  inllead  of  imputing  the 
miftake  to  themfelves,  into  which  their  foolifh 
credulity  had  engaged  them,  they  difcharged  their 
ill  humour  upon  this  country,  in  which  they 
found  no  one  article  that  had  been  promifed 
them. 
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LET   T  E  R     XXXIII. 


Defcription  of  BIloxi.  Of  the  Plant  Caffi- 
na  or  Apa-Cachina,  Of  Myrtle^wax,  cf 
the  Mobile,  Cf  the  HchaEias^  of  the  Bay 
of  St,  Bernard r  Voyage  from  Biloxi  to 
New  Orleans,  by  the  Way  of  Lake  Pont- 
char  train. 


From  on  hoard  the  Adour^  A^ril  ^^  1722. 

Madam, 

ON  the  26th,  after  clofing  my  letter,  I  went 
on  board  and  we  got  under  fail ;  but  after 
making  a  turn  to  the  fouthward,  the  wind  turning 
contrary,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  a- 
gain,  where  we  remained  the  two  following  days. 
On  the  29th,  we  weighed  early  in  the  morning; 
but  there  was  fo  little  wind  and  the  fea  ran  fo 
high,  that  we  got  no  farther  than  fourteen  leagues, 
which  was  not  above  half  the  diftance  we  intended. 
On  the  30th,  the  wind  was  neither  more  favour- 
able 
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able  nor  the  Tea  any  calmer  till  towards  four  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  when  a  fhower  of  rain  cleared  the 
(ky,  which  was  very  foggy,  and  laid  the  fca :  but 
about  an  hour  or  two  after,  the  fog  returned  and 
became  fo  thick,  that  not  being  able  to  fee  our 
courfe,  we  thought  it  bed  to  come  to  anchor. 
The  next  day,  the  mift  dill  continuing,  M.  Pauger 
and  I  failed  in  the  fhallop  to  the  road  of  the  ifland 
mix  VaiJJeux,  and  about  five  in  the  evening  went 
afliore  ac  Biloxi. 

This  whole  coafl  is  cxtrctticly  flat,  the  merchant 
Vefifels  not  being  able  to  approach  nearer  than 
four  leagues,  and  the  fmalleft  brigantines  not  near- 
er than  two.  Thefe  laft  are  even  obliged  to  get 
farther  off,  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  north 
or  north-weft,  or  elfe  ly  dry,  as  happened  that  very 
night  I  landed.  The  road  lies  all  along  the  ifland 
aux  VaiJfeauXi  which  ftretches  about  a  league  from 
call  to  weft,  but  is  very  narrow.  To  the  eaft  of 
this  illand  lies  the  ifland  Dauphine^  formerly  called 
Ijle  MajJ'duey  vvhrre  there  was  a  tolerably  conve- 
Fiicnt  harbour,  which  a  blaft  of  wind  deftroyed 
in  tl;c  fpace  of  two  hours,  not  much  above  a  year 
ago,  by  choakir.g  up  its  entrance  with  fand.  To 
the  weftward  ot  the  ifle  aux  Va^jfeaux  are  the  ijl: 
des  Chats^  or  of  Eiemille,  the  ijle  a  Corne^  and  the 
iflands  de  la  Chandeleur, 


Biloxi  is  the  coaft  of  the  main-land,  lying  to  the 
northward  of  the  road,  which  name  it  has  from 
an  Indian  nation  fettled  here  formerly,  who  ,have 
fmce  retired  towards  the  north-weft,  on  the  banks 
of  a  fmall  ri\er,  called  the  river  of  pearls,  on  ac- 
count of  fonie  quantity  of  bad  pearls  having  been 
found  in  it.  A  worfe  place  than  this  could  not 
have  been  chofen  for  the  general  quarters  of  the 
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rolony,  feeing  it  can  receive  no  fllTiltance  from 
ihippin^,  nor  afford  chem  any,  for  the  reafons 
ali^ady  mentiop'*d.  Befjdes,  the  road  has  two  great 
detects,  the  anchorage  is  not  good,  and  is  iuU 
of  worms,  which  deftroy  all  the  fliipping  :  and  the 
only  advantage  that  can  be  drawn  from  it,  is  its 
ftrving  for  fhelter  to  vcfTcls  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
before  they  difcover  the  mouth  of  the  Miiriffippi, 
which,  being  low  land,  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
approach,  in  bad  weather,  without  having  firil 
fcen  it. 

Biloxi  is  nr-  of  more  value  by  land  than  by  fea. 
The  foil  is  very  fandy,  producing  little  but  pines 
and  cedars.  Ccffina^  otherwife  called  Apalachina^ 
grows  here  every  where  in  abundance  :  it  is  a 
very  fmall  fhrub,  the  leaves  of  which,  infufed 
like  thole  of  tea,  are  reckoned  a  good  diflblvent 
and  an  excellent  fudorifick,  but  their  principal 
quality  confifts  in  their  being  diuretick.  The 
Spaniards  make  great  ufe  of  it  over  all  Florida  : 
it  is  even  their  ordinary  drink.  It  began  to  be 
in  fome  repute  at  Paris  when  I  left  it  \  but 
that  was  a  bad  time  for  making  fortunes,  they 
difappcaring  or  vanifhing  almoll  as  fuddenly  ay 
•■hey  were  acquired.  1  know,  however,  that 
many  who  ufe  Apalachina  give  it  great  commenda- 
tions. 


There  are  two  forts  C)f  it,  differing  only  in  the 
fize  of  their  leaves.  Thofe  of  the  larp;e  fpecies 
are  more  than  an  in^'h  in  length,  the  others  are 
about  half  as  loiig.  In  fliape  and  fubGance  they 
are  pretty  much  Jikc  the  leaves  of  the  box- tree, 
excepting  that  they  are  rounder  towards  the  extre- 
mities,   and  of  a  brighter  green.      The  name  of 
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Apalacivna,  Vv'liich  wc  have  given  to  tins  llirub,  is 
dt-rivcd  from  the  ^Ipahuhcs^  a  nation  of  Florida, 
from  whom  the  Spanijrds  learned  the  iiTe  ol"  this 
plant  i  and  here  iollows  the  manner  of  preparin<r 
it  anioiiLLlt  both  nations. 

.  A  quantity  of  leaves  is  fet  on  the  fire  in  an  earth- 
en  per,  and  roalkd  till  they  become  ot  a  reddilli 
colour  ;  they  then  pour  boiling  water  flowly  upo:i 
thtm  till  the  pot  is  tull.  This  water  takes  the 
colour  of  the  leaves,  and  when  decanted  ofi',  rifes 
and  fcams  like  beer.  It  is  taken  as  v  ^.m 
as  pofllble,  i  nd  the  Indians  would  ratht ;  re- 
frain from  eatinp:,  than  not  drink  it  mornin 
and  evening-,  they  believe  they  flKJukl  fu! 
lick  flioukl  they  leave  it  off-,  and  it  is  laici 
the  Spaniards  in  Florida  entertain  the  fame  no- 
tion. 
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Half  an  hour  after  it  is  taken,  it  begins  todil 
charge  itfelf,  and  continues  doing  fo  about  an  hour. 
k  is  difBcult  to  conceive  how  a  beverage,  which 
does  nothing  almod  but  run  through  one,  can  be  io 
nourifliing,  as  this  is  faid  to  be :  but  it  is  ealier 
to  und^rlland  how  it  clcanfes  the  urinary  pallages, 
and  prevents  diftempers  in  the  reins.  When  the 
Jndians  want  to  purge,  they  mix  it  with  fea- water, 
which  occafions  great  evacuations  j  but  it  the  dole 
of  fea- water  be  too  ftrong,  it  may  prove  mortal, 
inftances  of  which  are  not  wanting.  1  have  feen  it 
taken  in  France,  but  without  that  apparatus,  and 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  ufe  tea  -,  but  the 
dofe  is  doubled,  and  it  boils  near  half  an  hour, 
and  1  doubt  not  but  that  it  is  then  very  effica- 
cious. 

There 


i  : 


(  so?  ) 
There  is  a  fpecies  of  myrtle  with  very  laiire 
li-aves  tound  i:i  this  country,  iind  which  I  know  t j 
10  be  likcwile  very  common  on  the  c-alls  ct  Aca- 
dia, and  in  the  Enghfh  colonics  on  the  continent. 
Some  have  giv;n  it  the  name  of  l.iurcl,  but  talfe- 
ly,  its  leaf  having  the  fmell  of  a  myrtle,  and  the 
Englfh  have  no  other  name  for  ir,  but  that  of  the 
candle  myrtle,  le  inyrtk  a  chanddlc.  This  fhrub 
bears  a  fmall  grain,  which  during  the  fpring  is  full 
ot  a  gluey  fubdance,  and  being  thrown  into  boiling 
water,  fwims  upon  it,  and  becomes  a  kind  of  green 
wax,  not  fo  fat  and  more  friable  than  bees-wax, 
but  equally  fit  for  burning.  The  only  incon- 
venience attending  it  is  that  it  is  very  brittle  •,  but 
it  may  be  mixed  with  another  wax  extremely  li- 
quid, gathered  in  the  woods  of  the  American 
iflands,  which,  however,  is  not  neceflary,  unlefs 
it  is  intended  to  be  made  into  tapers.  I  have 
feen  car  '"^s  of  it  which  gave  as  clear  a  light  and 
lalicd  as  long  as  ours.  Our  miflionaries  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Acadia  mix  it  with  tallow, 
which  makes  them  liable  to  run  •,  becaufe  the 
tallow  does  not  incorporate  well  with  the  wax. 
The  Sieur  Alexander  who  is  here,  in  the  compa- 
ny's fervice,  in  quality  of  furgeon  and  botanift, 
ufes  it  without  any  mixture,  and  his  candles  have 
not  this  defeifl,  their  light  being  foft  and  very  clear^ 
and  the  fmoke,  which  they  yield,  has  the  very  a- 
greeable  fmell  of  the  myrt'e.  He  even  entertains 
I: opes  of  making  them  perfe6lly  white,  and  fhewed 
me  a  piece  which  was  more  than  half  fo  *.  I'^c 
pretends,  that  had  he  five  or  fix  of  thofe  flaves 
which    are    unfit    for  ordinary    labour,    he  could 
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*  This  project  har.  been  fince  given  over,   becaufe  they  fay  this 
wax,  by  being  whitened,  undergoes  confiJerable  alterations. 
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a  ve/Td.  W"-'ntity  of  vv.,x,  enough  to  loaj 

runs  (.on,  norrh'o  fou  f,  'tjT  '^"'''''^-  "''>''■"> 

['f^^    '"   the  country      f  thf  c  S"'!"-      ^^  '"'-^  «s 
b«ng  about  an  hundred     ,h''"'^''    '"'  ^ouMc 
channel    is    very   narrow       ^       ^"^   '"'S"".     1 
-hich,  however'   does  L^, /'''■^•"^'y^""lini! 
"pid  .-    but  no  veir2         ^•'''''■"t  '"  heing  vcrJ 
""  get  up  it,  ^hef  ;•  ;S^';g,''"-"  Pi-g-Z 
^^fo" .upon  this  river,  wldTh?,'"^-    /^^ '■^^''^ 
hepnncipal  poft  of  the  co  onv     rh%"  -^  ""S''"'= 
1'  not  good,  but  there  is     n?  '      '  ^'"^'  ''°^"". 
'"S  on  a  trade  with  the  SD'anl^f""""'^^  "^'  "^ry- 
0"r  onjy  objeft  in  vL.^       ^'''  "'''^''  '^^  the' 

«  real,  and  the  quarry  iX'!,''  •"•  '^  '^'^  didoverv 
e?t.r:  defertion  of  this  ooft  '5.?y  prevent  the 
b'tants  had  begun  to  eav.  '  ^"^  ^"'""^  '"^a- 
''^°il.  which  would  no  anVw°' r"S  ^°  ^"i'ivate 
"'^re  at.  I  do  not,  however  h  u'  '^P'"=«  "''Z 
ever  evacuate  the  fort  of  m'i^-  '  "'  *'=""" 

Prererve  our  alliance  Lith^htr'.^'r'   '"  ""'^  ^^ 
rous  nation  which  forms  ,  n      I'^''^'^*^.  a  nume- 

^^e  Chicachas  and  thTo  herTn^'^  ''f  ■"''^^  '^§^'"1 
Carolma.  Garcilaflb  de  i  vi"  'n\''°^^^;'"S  on 
Florida,  makes  mention  l!f  ^  '„'"  '""  h.ftory  of 
f^-^.  which  has  w  ho"  H  \"".'S==  ""^d  ^''• 
^he  river  and  the  nation  fSn^'^^"  *"  "^"^^  to 
The    Mauviiians   were   th.n     "*  "P°"  "^  banks. 

there  are  hardly  any 'traces  of  the7  P"^^^^"''    ^"' 
4  '  °* '"«'"  now  remaining. 

Cur 
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Our  people  arc  at  prefrnt  employed  in  feeking  a 
proper  place  for  a  fettlement,  to  the  wcftward  of  the 
Miiridippi,  and  it  is  believed,  that  a  place  is  found 
about  a  hundred  leagues  from  the  mouth  o\  the 
river,  in   a  bay,  which   ibmetimes  bears  the  name 
of  St.  Magdalen,  fometimes  that  of  St.  f..ewis ;  but 
moll  commonly  that  of  St.    Bernard.     It  receives 
into  it  leveral  prerty  1  irge  rivers,  and  it  was  here 
that  M.  de  la  Sale  Hrft  made  land,  when  he  miffed 
the  mouth  of   the  Miflinippi.     A  brigantine  has 
ben  fome  time  ago  fent  to  make  a  furvty  of  it, 
but  they  met  with   Indians  who  feemed  little  dif- 
pofed  to  receive  us,  and  who  were  not  treated  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  gain  their  affedions.     1  have 
jull  now  heard,  that  the  Spaniards  have  been  before- 
hand with  us. 


There  is  in  reality  fomewhat  more  prefTing,  and 
of  greater  confequence,  than  this  undertaking.     I 
am  fenfible,  that  cominerce  is  the  foul  of  colonies, 
and  that  they  are  only  ufetui  to  fuch  a  kingdom  as 
ours  by  that  means,  and   in  order  to  prevent  our 
neighbours  trom  becoming  too  powerful  ;    but  if 
the  cultivation  of  lands  is  not  firft  attended  to, 
trade,   after  enriching  a  few  private  perf)ns,  will 
foon  fall  to  nothing,  and  the  colony  never  be  well 
fettled.     The  neighbourhood  of  the  Spaniards  may 
have  its    advantages  ;    but,   let  us  fuffer  them  to 
draw  as  near  as  they  think  fit,  we  are  not  in  a  con- 
dition, and  we  have  no  occafion,   to  extend  our 
fettlements   farther.     They  are  fufficiently  peace- 
able in  this  country,  and  they  never  will  be  ftrong 
enough  to  give  us  any  dilturbance  :    it  is  not  even 
their  intereft  to  drive  us  from  hence;  and  if  they 
are  not  as  yet  fenfible,  they  will   foon  be  fo,  that 
they  cannot  have  abetter  barrier  againft  the  Englifh 
than  Louifiuna. 
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The  hcnts  were  very  troublefome  at  Biloxi,  from 
the  midiile  ot  March-,  and,  I  imagine,  when  once 
the  llin  has  taken  cffedt  upon  the  land,  the  hiat 
will  become  exccdive.  It  is  indeed  faid,  that  were 
it  not  for  the  breeze  which  fprings  up  pretty  re- 
gularly between  nine  and  ten  every  morning,  and 
continues  till  fun-fet,  it  would  not  be  polTible  to 
live  here.  The  mouth  of  the  MinifTippi  lies  in 
twenty  nine  degrees  of  latitude,  and  the  coaft  of 
Biloxi  in  thirty.  In  the  month  of  February,  we 
had  fome  piercing  cold  weather,  when  the  winil 
was  at  north  and  north  weft,  but  it  did  not  lall :  they 
were  fometimes  followed  by  pretty  fharp  heats,  accom- 
panied with  ftorms  and  thunder,  fo  thit  in  the  morn- 
ing we  had  winter,  in  the  afternoon  fummer,  with 
fome  fmall  intervals  of  fpring  and  harveft  betwixt  the 
two.  The  breeze  blows  commonly  from  the  e-i(l: 
when  it  comes  from  the  fouth,  it  is  only  a  refleded 
wind,  and  not  near  fo  refrcfhing ;  but  it  is  Hill  a 
wind,  and  when  that  is  entirely  wanting,  there  ib 
hardly  any  fuch  thing  as  breathing. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  I  fet  out  from  Biloxi, 
where  I  had  been  (lopt  above  a  month,  by  being 
taken  ill  of  the  jaundice,  and  -ook  the  route  ot 
New  Orleans,  where  I  was  to  embark  in  a  velfel 
belonging  to  the  company,  called  the  Adour.  I 
made  this  voyage  in  a  pirogiie  and  never  made  a 
more  dilkgrecable  one.  The  weft  wind,  which  in 
three  hours  time  had  carried  me  five  leagues  from 
Biloxi,  gave  place  to  a  fouth  wind  fo  very  vio- 
lent, that  1  was  obliged  to  halt.  I  had  fcarce 
time  to  fet  up  my  tent,  when  a  dreadful  Ihower 
of  rain,  accompanied  with  thunder,  laid  us  all  un- 
der water. 

Two 
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Two  fmall  venVls,  wliich  fet  out  at  thr  fame  time 
with  mc,  took  ;itl vantage  ot'tliis  wind  vvhic  U  carried 
them  a  LV'Od  way  in  a  t'vv  hoiiis,  and  I  regretted 
very  much  my  not  doing  the  fame  :  but  I  foon 
learnrd  that  their  tate  was  rather  to  be  pitied  than 
cnvitd  ;  the  firll  Wds  in  continual  dan^j.M"  of  iLip- 
wrcck,  and  the  people  on  board  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  rather  den  1  than  alive.  The  fecond  Jail- 
ed halF-way,  and  five  of  the  pailtng'^'is  were 
drowned  in  a  meadow,  which  the  temp  U  hati  con- 
verted into  a  iwamp.  The  wind  continued  the 
v/holc  night  with  tlvj  fame  violence,  and  the  rain  did 
not  ceafc  till  next  day  at  noon.  It  bej^an  again 
in  the  evening,  and  lalled  till  day-light,  accompa- 
nied with  thunder. 

"When  you  range  along  within  fight  of  thiscoafl, 
it  feems  to  be  very  agreeable,  but  on  approaching 
nearer,  it  appears  to  be  quite  another  thing.  It  is 
all  a  Tandy  bottom  as  at  Biloxi,  and  nothing  but 
a  bad  fort  of  wood  is  found  upon  it.  I  have  ob- 
ferved  here  a  fort  of  lorrel,  which  has  the  fame 
tafte  with  ours,  but  its  leaves  are  narrower,  and  oc- 
cafion,  as  is  faid,  the  bloody-fiux.  There  is 
lik.'wife  in  thcfe  places  a  fort  of  aOi,  called  hois 
d'Amoureitc ;  ar.d  its  bark,  which  is  full  of'prickies, 
is  reckoned  a  fpeedy  and  fovereign  remedy  againft 
the  tooth-ach. 

On  the  2  6tn,  it  rained  the  vvho'e  day,  and 
though  the  fea  was  calm,  we  made  but  little  pro- 
grels.  We  advanced  fomicwhat  farther  on  ihe 
twenry-feventh  ;  but  on  the  following  night  loft 
our  way  off  the  ifland  of  Pearls.  1  he  iiext  day  we 
encamped  at  the  entrance  of  lake  Pontchartrain, 
having  a  little  before  left  upon  our  right  the  river 
of  pearls,  which  has  three  mouths.     Thefe  three 
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branches  feparate,  about  four  leagues  from  the  fea, 
a  little  above  Biloxi. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  palTed  lake  Pontchartrain, 
■which  is  feven  or  eight  leagues  over  •,  and  at  mid- 
right  entered  Bayouc  St.  Jean.  Thofe  who  have 
failed  the  firft  upon  this  lake  found  it,  as  they  faid,  fo 
full  of  alligators,  that  they  could  hardly  make  a 
(troke  vv'ith  an  oar  wjihout  touching  one  of  them. 
They  are  at  prefent  very  fcarce,  and  we  faw  only 
fome  marks  of  them  at  our  encampment  •,  for  thefe 
animals  lay  their  eggs  upon  land.  After  repofing 
myfelf  a  little,  at  leaving  the  lake,  I  purfued  my 
journey  by  land,  and  arrived  before  day  at  New- 
Orleans. 
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The  Adour  was  no  longer  there,  but  was  at  no 
great  diftance,  and  I  went  on  board   the  next  Jay> 
being  the  firll  of  April.     The  inundation  was  now 
at  its  height,  and,    confequently,   the  river  much 
more  rapid  than  I  had   found  it  the  month  before. 
Befides,  a  fhip,  efpecialiy  a  flute  or  pink,  is  not 
fo  eafily  wrought  as  a  coafler -,    and,  as  our  crew 
were  not  accuilomed  to  this  navigation,  we  had  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting   out  of  the  li- 
ver.    The  fhip  being  driven  fometimcs  on  one  fide, 
fometimes  on  the  other,  her    yards  and   rigging 
frequently  got   foul  of   trees,  and  we  were  oftener 
than  once  obliged  to  cut  the  latter,  in  order  to  get 
(:lear. 

It  was  flill  much  worfe,  when  we  got  the  length 
of  the  channels  i  for  the  currents  drove  us  always 
upon  the  firft  with  extreme  violence.  We  were 
even  involved  in  one  of  the  fmallcft,  and  1  kno'-v 
not  to  this  day  how  we  got  rid  of  it.  We  were, 
{lowever,  quit  for  an  anchor  which  we  left  there  \ 

having 


(  3«3  ) 
having  already  loft  one  two  days  before,  (o  that 
we  had  only  two  remaining.  So  difcouraging  a 
circumftance  gave  us  fome  fenous  thoughts,  but 
the  youth  and  httle  experience  of  thofe,  to  whole 
management  we  were  entrufted,  occafioned  us  ftill 
greater  uneafinefs. 

The  Adour  is  a  very  fine  vellcl,  three  hundred 
tons  burthen,  and  left  France  extremely  well  man- 
ned, under  the  diredtion  of  a  captain  well  acquaint- 
ed with  his  bufinefs,  and  a  lieutenant  who  had  an 
exceeding  good  charafler.  The  latter  was  left  fick 
at  St.  Domingo,  and  the  captain,  having  had  a 
(iifFercnce  with  one  of  the  diredors  of  the  compa- 
ny, was  by  him  turned  out  of  his  employmen% 
In  order  to  fill  up  the  room  of  thefe  two  principal 
officers,  they  pitched  upon  a  young  Maloin,  who  had 
come  three  years  before  to  Louifiana,  in  quality  of 
a  pilot  or  pilot's  apprentice,  and  had  in  that  time 
got  the  command  of  a  coafter  in  the  road  of  Biloxi, 
employed  in  carrying  provifions,  fometimes  to  the 
Mobile,  and  fometimes  to  New  Orleans.  Hefeems 
to  have  every  thing  requifite  for  forming  an  expert 
feaman  •,  he  loves  and  applies  himfelf  to  his  bufi- 
nefs :  but  we  fliould  be  very  well  p!eafed  not  to  be 
obliged  to  fee  his  apprenticeOiip,  efpecially  in  a 
navigation  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties. 

He  has  for  fecond,  under  him,  an  officer  who 
came  from  France  in  quality  of  an  enfign,  who  is 
ftill  a  young  man,  and  very  proper  to  be  a  fubaltern 
under  experienced  chiefs,  who  fliould  leave  him 
nothing  but  the  care  of  executing  their  orders.  It 
would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  thi'i  i  hardier  feaman  in 
ftormy  weather,  which  he  h;!-  !  raved  from  his  in- 
fancy in  the  Newfoundland!  I'hL-ries;  and  two  or 
three  ftiip- wrecks,  from  whic-^  he  has  happily  extri- 
cated 
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cated  himfclf,  have  infpired   him  with  fuch  a  con- 
fidence, thiit  I  fliould  be  much  furprized  if  in  the 
end  he  does  not  come  badly  olT. 

Our  firft  pilot  feems  to  be  a  litile  riper  than 
thefe  two  ofHcL-rs,  ant!  great  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  his 
knowledge  of  the  gulph  of  Florida,  which  he  has  al- 
ready once  pafled  through.  This,  however,  is  but 
little  for  an  acquaintance  with  the  mofl:  dangerous 
palTagein  the  American  feas,  where  fliip- wrecks  hap- 
pen by  thoufands.  Befides,  I  am  afraid,  that  an  air 
of  felt  fufficiency  I  ptTceivi-  in  him,  may  produce 
fome  fatal  confcqu^^nces.  He  has  two  fubalterns 
who  are  good  men  ;  and  we  have  fifty  failors  of 
Bretaigne,  a  little  nuuinous,  indeed,  but  ftrong  and 
vigorous,  moft  of  them  having  been  at  thecod-fifhe- 
ry,  which  is  a  good  fchool  :  their  marine  officers 
feem  to  me  to  be  men  cf  fenfe  and  execution. 

In  the  mean  time,  notwithflanding  all  the  delays 
1  have  fpokcn  of,  we  anchored  on  the  fecond  in 
the  evening,  within-fidc  of  the  bar  •,  we  pafled  it 
on  the  third,  but  for  want  of  wind  could  get  no 
farther.  Yefterday  we  were  flopped  the  whole 
day,  and  this  night  we  had  a  gale  of  wind  at  foutli, 
which  made  us  thankful  we  were  not  at  fea  fo  near  the 
fbore.  I  hope,  Madam,  to  write  you  in  a  fhort 
time  from  St.  Domingo,  at  which  place  our  vefTel 
is  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  fugar,  which  lies  ready  for 
her.  I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  coafter  going  up 
to  New  Orleans,  to  fend  you  this  letter  by  a  velTcl 
which  is  bound  diredly  to  France. 

I  am,   dec. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XXXIV. 


Voyage  to  the  Gulf  ^  Bahama.  Shipwreck  of 
the  Adour.  Return  to  Louifiana,  along  the 
Coajl  of  Florida.     Defcription  of  that  Coaji. 


Biloxi,  June  5,   1722. 


Madaniy 


IPromifed  to  write  to  you  fhortly  from  St.  Do- 
mingo. Behold  me,  after  two  months  have  paf- 
Ted,  as  far  from  it  as  I  then  was.  The  account  of 
the  fad  adventure,  which  has  brought  me  back  to 
this  colony,  and  which  has  but  too  truly  fulfilled 
what  I  forefaw,  with  a  few  obfervations  on  a  coun- 
try which  I  had  thoughts  of  vifiting,  will  form  the 
fubftance  of  this  letter.  I  am  not,  however,  in 
other  refpects  fo  much  to  be  pitied  as  you  may  im- 
agine. 1  am  fully  recovered  of  my  fatigues  •,  I 
have  run  great  hazards,  but  have  been  happily  de- 
livered from  them:  the  paft  misfortune  is  like  a 
dream,  and  often  like  a  very  agreeable  one. 

About  half  an    hour    at  moft,    before  I   had 
clofed   my  laft,    the   wind   coming  about  to  the 
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Korth-Weft,  we  made  Tiil.  I  fhould  have  thought 
the  fandity  of  the  teftival,  which  was  that  of  liaf- 
ter-day,  would  have  prevailed  with  the  captain  to 
delay  our  departure  till  next  day,  efpecially  as  it 
was  now  afternoon.  But  as  we  were  pretty  fl\oit 
of  provifions,  a  day's  delay  might  be  attended  with 
difagree'^bleconfequences.  We  foon  loft  fight  of 
Jand,  and  after  failing  about  an  hour,  after  enjoy. 
ing  the  curious  fight  of  the  mixture  of  the  watt^rs 
of  the  fea  and  of  the  MifTilIippi,  but  fo  as  to  be  ftill 
diftinguilliable,  we  at  laft  found  ourfelves  got 
to  pure  fait  water. 

I  may  pofllbly  be  told,  that  we  had  quitted  the 
right  channel,  and  I  will  allow  this  might  be  the 
cafe.  But  the  fight  or  ftruggle  we  obferved  fo  near 
the  (hore,  is  no  fign  that  the  river  gets  the  better  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  force  itfelf  a  paffage,  and  for 
twenty  leagues  in  the  open  fea,  to  give  laws  to  the 
ocean  itfelf.  Befid^s,  were  this  tadl  true,  at  leaft 
in  the  time  of  the  great  land  floods,  in  the  place 
where  we  then  were,  how  could  mcii  be  at  fuch 
a  lofs  to  find  out  the  mouth  of  the  river  ?  The 
diflference  in  the  colour  of  its  waters  would  have, 
fufEciently,  guided  the  moft  inattentive. 

With  regard  to  this  colour,  I  have  told  you  that 
the  Miinflippi,  after  its  jundtion  with  the  Milfouri, 
takes  the  colour  of  the  waters  of  this  river,  which 
is  white:  but  would  you  believe  it,  of  all  the 
forts  of  water  which  are  made  ufe  of  in  long 
voyages,  there  is  none  which  keeps  fo  long  as  this  ! 
Befides  it  is  excellent  drinking  after  having  been 
left  to  fettle  in  jars,  at  the  bottom  of  which  is 
found  a  kind  of  white  tartar,  which  in  all  appear- 
ance ferves  both  to  give  it  its  colour,  and  to  purify 
and  preferve  it, 

On 
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On  the  twelfth  at  noon,  after  having  fufTered  by 
extreme  heats  forfeveral  days,  and  which  were  dill 
more  intolerable  in  the  night  than  in  the  day  time, 
we  difcovered  Cape  de  Sed  on   the  North  fliore  of 
the  ifland  of  Cuba,  and  very  high  land.     At  fun 
fet  we  were  eaft  of  it,  kept  the  Cape  on  our  eaftern 
quarter,  and  fo  failed  along  in  fight  of  the  fhore. 
On  the  morrow  at  day-break  wc  were  abreaft  of  the 
Havanna.     1  his  city  is  eighteen  leagues  from  Cape 
Sed  •,  and  half  way  to  it,  you  difcover  a  pretty  high 
mountain,  the  fummit  of  which  is  a  kind  of  plac- 
forni :   they  call  it  la  table  a  Marianne^   Marianne's 
table. 


Two  leagues  beyond  the  Havanna,  there  is  a 
fmall  fort  on  the  coaft  which  bears  the  name 
of  la  Hogue,  and  from  which  you  firfl  difco- 
ver le  Pain,  or  loaf  of  Matanzas.  This  is  a 
mountain,  the  fummii:  of  which  is  fnaped  like 
an  oven,  or  if  you  will  a  loaf.  This  ferves  to 
diftinguifh  the  Bay  of  Matanzas,  which  is  fourteen 
leagues  from  the  Havanna.  The  heat  continued  to 
encreafe,  for  we  were  now  on  the  limits  or  frontiers 
of  the  Torrid  Zone.  Befides,  we  had  fcarce  a 
breath  of  wind,  and  advanced  only  by  favour  of 
the  current,  which  bore  us  to  the  eaftward. 

On  the  fourteenth,  towards  fix  in  the  evening, 
we  faw  from  the  top -mad  head,  the  land  of  Flo- 
rida. There  is  no  prudent  navigator  who  happens 
to  have  this  profpeft,  without  fix  or  feven  hours 
daylight  at  leart,  but  who  tacks  about  and  ftands 
out  to  the  fea  till  morning;  there  being  no  fea  in 
the  whole  ocean  where  there  is  a  greater  necefllty 
of  a  clear  profped,  becaufe  of  the  various  cur- 
rents, with  which  we  can  never,  with  reafon,  be- 
lieve ourfclvcs  fufficiently  acquainted.     We  have  a 
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recent  enough  example  in  the  Spanifli  Galleon% 
which  were  loll  here  fome  years  ago,  for  having'- 
negleCled  the  precaution  I  have  juft  now  mention- 
ed. The  Chevalier  d'  Here,  captain  of  a  fhip  who 
accompanied  them,  did  his  utmoft  to  prev.iil  with 
the  general  of  the  Flota  to  wait  for  the  day  before 
he  entered  the  GuU  :  he  could  not  prevail,  :>nd  did 
not  think  proper  to  throw  himfelf  headlong  with 
him  over  this  precipice. 

Our  captain,  who  had  very  good  advice  given 
him  on  this  head,  was  fully  refolved  to  profit  by 
it  •,  but  too  much  eafinefs,  on  his  fide,  was  attended 
with  the  fame  conlcquences  as  the  prefum|)tion  ot 
the  Spanifh  general  had  been.  His  firft  pilot, 
who  imagined  himfelf  one  of  the  moft  expert  men 
in  the  world,  and  his  lieutenant,  who  did  not 
know  what  it  was  to  doubt  of  any  thing,  were  of 
opinion  to  continue  their  courfe,  and  the  captain 
had  not  courage  to  oppofc  them.  He  adviled,  in- 
deed, to  ftcer  at  leaft  north  eaft,  and  the  fequel 
ihewed,  that  if  his  opinion  had  been  followed,  we 
IhoLild  have  efcaped  being  fhipwrecked.  But  he 
could  only  obtain  a  north-north-eafl:  courfe  *,  the 
pilot  aflliring  him  that  the  currents  fet  with  impe- 
tuofity  to  theeaftward,  which  was  indeed  true  near 
the  lands  on  the  other  fide,  but  they  fet  to  the 
vveftward  on  that  on  which  we  were. 
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At  fcvQn  o'clock,  the  land  dill  appeared  at  a 
good  diilance,  and  we  could  not  fee  it  at  iirll  from 
the  tops;  half  an  hour  after,  one  of  the  failors,  by 
means  of  the  fiaOies  of  lightening,  obferved  that 
the  water  had  changed  its  colour.  He  took  no- 
tice of  it,  but  his  information  was  received  with 
derifion,  and  he  was  told  that  was  only  the  ligh- 
tening which  made  the  water  look  white.     He  llill 


pe 


r- 


(  319  ) 
perfifted,  and  many  of  his  companions  foon  came 
into  his  opinion  :  the  officfis  would  Hill  have 
laughed  at  them,  but  they  we;e  in  fuch  numbers, 
and  made  luch  a  noife,  that  at  iafl:  the  captain  or- 
dered foundings  to  be  tried. 

Six  fathoms  of  water  were  only  found;  the  only 
fafe  part  we  could  then  have  taken,  was  to  call 
anchor  immediately,  but  there  were  none  in  rea- 
dinefs.  It  was  propofed  to  wear  the  fliip,  and  per- 
haps it  was  Hill  time,  hid  expedition  been  ufed ; 
but  they  amufed  themfelves  with  founding  again, 
when  no  more  than  five  tathoms  were  found.  The 
lead  was  caft  a  third  time,  and  then  there  were 
only  three.  Conceive  to  youifclf.  Madam,  a  parcel 
of  children,  who  faw  themfelves  hurried  on  to  a 
precipice,  and  had  all  their  attention  employed  a- 
bout  difcovering  its  depth,  without  taking  any 
meafures  to  avoid  it :  fuch  was  precifely  our  cufe. 

Immediately  a  confufed  noife  arofe,  every  one 
crying  with  all  his  might,  fo  that  the  officers  could 
not  make  themfelves  heard,  and  two  or  three  mi- 
nutes after  the  veffel  ftruck  :  that  inftant  a  ftorm 
arofe,  followed  by  rain  which  laid  the  wind,  but  it 
foon  fprung  up  again  at  fouth,  and  blew  hard- 
er than  before.  The  fhip  immediately  began  to 
Hick  faft  by  the  rudder,  and  there  was  great 
reafon  to  fear  that  the  mainmaft,  which  at  every 
Itroke  fprung  up  to  a  good  height,  Qiould  beat 
out  a  hole  in  her  b'^ttom  ;  therefore  it  was  imme- 
diately condemned  in  form,  and  cut  away,  the 
captain  according  to  cuftom,  giving  it  the  firfl 
ftroke  with  a  hatchet. 

The  lieutenant  upon  this  went  on  board  the 
fliallop,    in  order  to  difcover  in    what  place   we 
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were,  and  what  condition  the  /hip  was  in.  Mr 
found  that  there  was  only  four  feet  water  a-hcud, 
that  the  bank  on  which  wc  had  (truck,  was  lo 
fmull,  that  there  was  jult  a  place  lor  the  vefiel,  and 
all  around  it  fhe  would  have  been  afloat.  But 
had  we  efcaped  this  bank,  wc  mull  have  fallen  upon 
another,  for  it  was  furroundcd  by  them,  and  cer- 
tainly we  could  not  have  met  with  one  chat  was 
niore  convenient.  - 

The  wind  flill  blew  with  violence,  and  the  vef- 
fcl  continued  to  ftrikc,  and  at  every  ftruke  we  ex- 
ptdk  i  (he  would  have  gone  to  pieces.  All  theef- 
iedts  of  terror  were  painted  on  every  face,  and  af- 
ter the  firft  tumult  formed  by  the  cries  of  the  fai- 
lors  who  were  working,  and  the  groans  of  the  paf- 
fengers,  who  laid  their  account  with  perifhing  eve- 
ry moment,  was  over,  a  dead  and  profound  filence 
reigned  throughout  the  whole  veird.  Wc  have 
fince  learnt  that  fome  few  had  fecretly  taken  their 
mcafures  not  to  be  furprifed  in  cafe  the  veflel  (hould 
fall  to  pieces:  not  only  the  fhallop,  but  the  canoe 
were  launched  and  in  readinefs,  and  fome  trully 
failors  had  warning  given  them  to  hold  themfelves 
prepared  for  the  firft  fignal.  I  was  afterwards  told, 
that  chey  had  reiblved  not  to  leave  me  behind. 

What  is  certain,  is,  I  pafled  the  night  without 
clofing  my  eyes,  and  m  the  fituationof  a  man  who 
nevtrr  expcds  to  fee  daylight  again.  It  however 
appe  ired,  and  (licwed  us  ihe  land  about  two  leagues 
fiom  us,  but  it  was  not  the  lame  which  we  had  ac 
firft  feen,  and  which  we  ftill  perceived,  tho'  at  a 
great  diftance,  but  a  low  land  which  did  not  fcem  at 
firft  to  be  inhabited.  This  fight,  however,  did  not 
fail  to  give  us  plcafure,  and  fomcwhat  to  revive  our 
fpirits. 
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We  then  examined  if  there  A^ns  any  probability 
of  g;^trir^^  the  A  dour  a-float  agam,  and  .:s  it  was 
prudent  to  have  more  refources  than  on'\  we  at 
the  lame  time  conlidcred  of  the  means  ot  ex'tri- 
cating  ourfelvcs  from  our  prefcnt  uncomfortable 
fituation,  on  the  fuppofuion  it  was  impofliLle  to 
recover  tho  vcHel.  We  then  calletl  to  miiid  that 
we  had  a  flit-bottomed  boat  on  board,  v.  dch  was 
intended  to  be  made  u{q  of  in  loading  the  fugars  aC 
St.  Domingo.  This  was  a  very  wife  pnxaution 
takfn  by  the  captain,  who  had  been  informed  thac 
veflels  were  frequently  detained  longer  in  the  road 
on  that  account,  than  was  confiflenr  with  the  in- 
terefl;  of  the  owners,  or  the  heal;  .;f  thecrcws; 
but  providence  had  without  doubt  another  view, 
wlien  it  infpired  him  vvith  this  thought.  This  boat 
was  the  inftrument  of  our  fafety. 

I  do  not  know  what  pafled  this  day  between  the 
officers  and  the  ])iIot,  but  there  was  no  more  talk 
of  getting  off  the  veflel.  Many  have  pretended 
that  all  endeavou.'  for  that  purpofe  would  have 
been  in  vain ;  but  the  captain  has  more  than  once 
complained  to  me  that  they  would  not  fuiter  him 
to  make  the  attempts  as  he  wilhed  to  do.  It  v/as 
therefore  refolvcd  to  carry  all  the  people  afhore 
this  fame  day,  and  they  were  at  work  the  whole 
morning  in  building  a  raft,  that  they  might  not  be 
obliged  to  make  feveral  trips, 

tt  was  not,  however,  thought  proper  to  abandon 
the  fhip  as  yet-,  and  the  palTengcrs  only  were  em- 
barked in  the  fhallop  and  on  the  raft.  At  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  cannon  fhot  from  the  fhip  we  found 
the  fea  ran  very  high,  and  the  bifcuit  we  carried 
with  us  was  damaged  by  the  water ;  a  fmall  pirogue 
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which  t'ol lowed  the  Ihallop,  had  a  good  deal  ot  dif- 
iiculty  to  livci  and  the  raft  which  carried  two  and 
twenty  men,  was  drive  n  lb  far  out  by  the  current, 
that  we  bcheved  her  lolL 

The  lliallop  in  which  I  was,  made  all  polTible 
hade  adiore,  in  order  to  go  afterwards  to  the  af- 
fillancc  or  the  rell  •,  but  jult  as  we  were  ready  to 
land,  we  perceived  a  large  company  of  Indians, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows  coming  down  to  the 
k.\  fide.  This  fight  made  us  retlecit  that  we  had 
no  arms  •,  and  we  ftopt  fomc  time,  not  daring  to 
advance.  We  even  imagined,  every  thing  con- 
lidered,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  go  any  further. 
The  Indians  perceived  our  embaraflment,  and  ea- 
fily  underftood  the  caufe.  They  drew  near  us, 
calling  out  in  Spanifli,  that  they  were  friends. 
But  feeing  that  this  did  not  encourage  us,  they  laid 
down  their  arms  and  came  towards  us,  having  the 
water  up  to  their  middle. 

We  were  foon  furrounded  by  them,    and  it  is 
certain  that  encumbered  as  we  were  with  baggage,  in 
a  boat  where  we  could  hardly  turn  ourfelves  about; 
it  would  have  been  eafy  for  them  to  have  deflroyed 
us.     They  afked  us  firft  if  we  were  Englifhmen, 
we  anfwered  that  we  were   not,  but   good  friends 
and  allies  to  the  Spaniards ;  at  which  they  tefti- 
tied  ar  great  deal  of  joy,  inviting  us  to  come  afhore 
on  their  iHand,  and  aflliring  us  that  we  fliould  be 
as  fafe  there  as  aboard  our  own  vefTel.     Diftrufb,  on 
certain  occafions,    flicws  only  weaknefs,  and   be- 
fides  gives  rife  to  dangerous  fufpicions.     We  there- 
fore thought  we  ought  to  accept  the  invitation  of 
thefe   barbarians;    fo   we  followed  them  to  their 
in  and,  which  we   found   to  be   one  of  the  Mar- 
tyrs. 

Wha: 
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What  was  plealant  is,  that  we  were  determined 
to  take  tliis  idohition  by  the  arrival  of  the  pirogue, 
in  which  there  vvtre  only  four  or  five  men,  when 
we  were  parlying  with  the  Indians:  we  certainly 
ran  a  great  riique  in  delivering  ourldves  into  their 
hands  without  arms,  and  we  were  afterwards  fen- 
fible  ot  it:  four  or  five  men  more  could  not  have 
jnade  them  alter  their  dtfigns,  fuppofing  they  had 
been  bad  towards  us;  and  I  never  relied  on  the 
confidence  which  lo  flender  a  reinforcement  in- 
fpired  us  with,  but  it  brings  into  my  mind,  thofe 
perl'ons  who  are  afraid  to  be  by  themfelves  in  the 
dark,  but  are  at  once  encouraged  by  the  prefence 
of  a  child,  by  its  diverting  their  imagination, 
which  is  the  only  caufe  ot  their  fear. 

We  were  no  fooner  landed  on  the  ifland,  than 
little  fatisfied  as  we  were  with  refpedl  to  the  Indi- 
ans, we  alfo  fell  into  a  diftruft  of  our  officers. 
The  captain  of  the  Adour  had  attended  us  thus 
far,  but  as  foon  as  he  had  fet  us  on  (hore,  he  took 
leave  of  us,  faying  that  he  was  obliged  to  retura 
on  board,  where  he  had  ftill  a  great  many  things 
to  do,  and  that  he  would  immediately  fend  us 
whatever  we  ftood  in  need  of,  efpecially  arms. 
There  was  nothing  in  this  but  what  was  reafonable, 
and  we  eafily  conceived  that  his  prefence  might  be 
neceflary  aboard  the  vefTe'  -,  but  we  refleded  that 
he  had  only  taken  the  pafTengers  out  of  her,  and 
that  upon  his  return,  the  whole  crew  would  be  all 
together  on  board. 

This  made  us  fufpf  61  that  the  boat  of  which  I 
have  fpoken,  was  only  a  lure  to  amufe  us,  and  that 
they  had  put  us  afhore,  as  being  an  encumbrance 
to  them,  in  order  ro  be  able  to  make  ufe  of  the 
flialop  and   canoe,    to  tranfoort  themfelves  to  the 
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Ilivann.ih  or  St.  Aiigiidin  in  Florida.  Thefc  fuf. 
piLiuns  weir  llrcngthcned  in  every  one  of  iis,  when 
wc  perccivetl  that  we  were  all  in  the  fame  way  of 
thinkin^';,  and  this  agreement  made  us  imagine  it 
was  nut  without  foundation ;  it  was  theretore  re- 
iblved  amonj:;!!:  ourlclves,  that  I  fhould  return  to 
the  vcHel  with  the  captain,  in  order  to  prevent 
iuch  a  violent  refolution,  Ihould  they  attempt  it, 
from  taking  elRt^l. 

I  therefore  declared  to  the  captain,  that  as  his 
chaplain  was  to  remain  on  the  ifland,  it  was  not 
proper  I  Ihould  itay  likewile;  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  leparate  us,  and  that  I  was  refolved  to  Heep 
no  where  but  aboard,  whilll  any  one  remained  in 
the  fliip.  He  fecmed  a  little  iurpri/.ed  at  what  I 
faid,  but  made  no  oppofition,  and  fo  fet  out.  I 
found  on  getting  aboard,  that  they  had  fet  the 
fails,  to  try  as  they  faid,  to  get  her  off-,  but  a  great 
many  other  things  were  to  be  done  for  that  pur- 
poie,  which  however  they  did  not  thuik  proper  to 
attempt. 


Half  an  hour  afcer,  the  wind  turned  to  the 
caft  and  blew  very  hard,  which  obli[^ed  us  to  furl 
the  fails;  this  gale,  however,  was  the  iafety  of  thofe 
who  were  on  the  raft,  which  had  been  carried  out 
very  far  in  the  offing.  The  waves  drove  her  back 
tov/arcis  us,  and  as  foon  as  we  perceived  her,  the 
captain  lent  the  fliallop,  which  took  her  in  tow, 
and  brought  her  along  lide.  Thefe  unhappy  men, 
were  for  the  moll  part,  poor  paflengers  who  looked 
for  nothing  but  death  ;  and  we  on  our  fide,  began 
to  defpair  of  being  able  to  fave  them,  when  pro- 
vidence railed  this  little  tempeft  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  fhipwreck. 

My 
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My  prefince  was  more  ncccilliry  on  boar<1  rhnn 
I  thuiiglu  it  would  have  betn.  Our  lailors,  durin«^ 
the  captain's  abli  ncc,  had  thcup.ht  lit  to  drown  the 
fcnfc  of  their  misfortunt-s  in  wine:  in  fpitc  ot  the 
Jicutenant,  whom  they  did  not  much  rci^arJ,  and 
whom  i'cveral  did  not  love,  they  had  brt)lcc'n  open  the 
captain's  cafe  of  liquors,  and  had  got  alnioit  all  ot* 
them  dead  drunk.  I,  befidc!-,  perceived  in  the 
crew,  lome  feeds  of  dilft^ntion  Irom  which  1  ima- 
gined every  thing  was  to  be  apprehended,  it  not 
remedied  in  time-,  and  the  more  fo  as  the  captain, 
tho'  well  enough  liked  by  the  Tailors,  could  not 
make  himftif  obeyed  by  his  officers,  mod  of 
whom  were  difpofed  to  mutiny,  and  could  not  en- 
dure his  lieutenant. 


To  increafe  our  perplexity,  a  number  of  the  In- 
dians had  followed  clofe  after  us,  and  we  perceived 
if  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  violence,  it 
would  not  be  ealy  to  get  rid  of  their  importuni- 
ties, efpecially  as  it  behoved  us  to  be  very  watch- 
ful over  them,  to  prevent  their  dealing.  He  that 
feemed  the  principal  man,  called  himlelf  Don  An- 
tonio, and  fpoke  indifferent  good  Spanidi.  He  had 
been  more  fuccefsful  in  imitating  the  gravity  and 
manners  of  the  Spaniards.  Whenever  he  faw  any 
one  tolerably  drelVed,  he  aflced  if  he  was  a  Ca-val- 
lero,  having  before  told  us  th.it  he  was  one  him- 
felf  and  one  of  the  greatell  diftindion  in  his  na- 
tion. His  difpofitions,  however,  were  not  much 
of  the  gentleman;  every  thing  that  lie  faw  he  co- 
veted, and  if  he  had  not  been  prevented,  he  and 
his  people  would  have  left  us  nothin^^  tliey  could 
have  carried  away.  He  aiked  me  for  my  girdle, 
I  told  him  I  had  occafion  lor  it,  and  could  not  part 
with  it;  notwithllanding  wh^ch,  he  continued  to 


demand  it  with  great  earneftnefs. 
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(  3^^^  ) 
We  learned  from  this  man,  that  ahiioll  all  the 
Indians  of  this  village  had  been  baptized  at  the 
Havannah,  to  which  they  made  a  voyage  every 
year.  This  city  lies  at  the  diftance  of  forty  five 
leagues  and  they  make  this  paffage  in  fmall  very 
flat  pirogues,  in  which  we  fhould  hardly  truft  our* 
felves  a-cro!s  the  Seine  at  Paris.  Don  Antonio, added 
they,  had  a  king  called  Don  Diego,  whom  we  fliould 
fee  to-morrow.  He  afterwards  afked  us  what  route 
we  had  refolved  to  take,  and  offered  to  condudl 
us  to  St.  Auguftine.  We  thanked  him  for  his  of- 
fcr,  treated  him  and  all  his  company  handfomely, 
who  returned  to  all  appearance  very  well  fatisfied 
with  their  reception. 

Thefe Indians  have  a  redder  fl^inthan  any  of  thof' 
I  have  yet  feen  :  we  could  not  learn  the  name  of 
their  nation  :  tho*  they  deferve  no  good  charader, 
yet  they  do  not  feem  to  be  fo  bad  as  the  Ca/os  or  Carlos^ 
fo  infamous  for  their  cruelty,  whofe  country  lies 
at  no  great  diltance  from  the  Martyrs  ;  I  do  not 
believe  they  arc  Canibals,  but  perhaps  tht'y  ap- 
peared fo  tradable  to  us  only  becaufe  we  were 
ilronger  than  them.  I  do  not  know  what  has 
embroiled  them  with  the  Englifh,  but  we  had 
great  reafon  to  think  that  they  did  not  love  them. 
Perhaps  Don  Antonio  had  nc  other  motive  for  his 
vifit,  but  to  examine  if  we  were  of  that  nation,  or 
if  they  fhould  not  run  too  great  a  hazard  in  attack- 
ing us. 

On  the  fixteenth  I  went  afhore  to  thofe  left  on 
the  ifland,  and  fulfilled  the  piomife  we  had  made 
them  the  evening  before.  I  fpent  almoR  the  whole 
day  with  them,  and  in  the  evening  at  my  return, 
found  the  whole  veffel  in  confunon.  The  authors 
cf  this  difurder  were  the  marine  officers,  and  all 
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(  '^^7  ) 
the  belt  failors  in  the  fhip  had  taken  their  ^i<.\q. 
Their  quarrel  was  with  the  lieutenant,  who,  they 
faid,  had  hitherto  treated  them  with  a  great  deal  of 
haughtinefs  and  feverity.  '1  he  wine,  which  they 
had  at  difcrction,  had  inflamed  their  piifllons  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  fcarce  pofllble  to  make 
them  liften  to  reafon. 

The  captain  fhewed  on  this  orcafion  a  wirdom, 
firmnefs,  and  moderation,  which  could  not  vv'ell 
have  been  expefted  from  his  age,  little  experience 
and  pad  condu6l  :  he  knew  how  to  make  himfelf 
loved  and  feared  by  people  who  feemed  to  be  guid- 
ed by  nothing  but  fury  and  caprice.  The  lieute- 
nant on  his  part  confounded  the  mod  mutinous  by 
his  intrepidity,  and  having  found  means  to  (eparate 
and  employ  them,  in  the  end  made  himfelf  obey- 
ed. They  had  at  laft  drawn  from  the  bottom 
of  the  hold  the  boat  th^t  had  been  fo  long  pro- 
mifed,  and  had  carried  it  to  the  ifland.  This  muft 
now  be  equipped,  lodgings  muft  be  found  till  it 
could  be  got  ready,  provifions  and  ammunition 
mufb  be  got  from  the  fhip,  and  lailiy,  they  mud 
fortify  tbemfelves  againft  any  furprize  of  the  In- 
dians. The  captain  employed  in  this  fcrvice  all 
fuch  as  he  had  moft  need  to  make  fure  of,  and 
begged  of  me  to  remain  on  board  to  aflift  the  'icu- 
tenant  in  reftraining  the  red  within  bounds. 

On  thetwenty-feventh  at  day-break  there  appeared 
a  fail  within  two  large  leagues  of  us;  we  hung  out  the 
fignalof  didrefs,  and  lometime afterwards  weobferv- 
ed  that  he  had  laid  his  fhip  to,  to  wait  for  us.  The 
lieutenant  immediately  embarked  on  board  a  canoe, 
and  went  on  board  to  fee  whether  the  captain  would 
agree  to  receive  all  of  us.     But  this  was  only  a 
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brigaiitlne  of  an  hundred  tons,  that  had  been  pluri- 
dcred  by  pir.'.tcs,  and  which  had  for  three  days  put 
done  the:"r  utn.vMt  to  get  out  of  this  bay,  into  which 
the  currents,  flronger  this  year  than  they  had  ever 
been  known,  had  carried  them  in  l])ite  ol  all  their 
efforts,  and  tho'  tlie  wind  was  at  call;  north  call. 
'Tis  true,  w'c  did  not  come  to  know  this  but  h/  the 
account  of  the  officer,  who  was  by  fonie  imagined  ro 
have  invented  this  llory  in  order  to  lay  to  the 
cliarge  of  the  irregularity  of  the  current,  the  mif- 
fortune  into  which  his  own  obilinacy  had  hurried 
us. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Englifh  mailer  confeniicd 
to  embark  twenty  of  our  people,  provided  he  was 
fupplied  with  provifions  and  water,  of  which  he 
flood  in  extreme  want.  Tlui  condition  was  accept- 
ed, and  he  accordingly  drew  near  to  call  anchor 
as  clofe  to  us  as  pofTible.  But  a  ftrong  fouth-wed 
wind  arifing,  he  was  obliged  to  continue  his  courfe, 
Jeall  by  endeavouring  to  afiift  us  he  fhould  expofc 
liimfelf  to  fhip-wreciv. 

On  the  tvventy-n'nth  we  had  figlit  of  three  vefills 
more,  .and  fent  to  m.ike  them  the  fame  piopofais 
we  had  formerly  done,  biii;  without  cHed.  They 
were  EnaliQi  too,  and  complained  they  had  been 
plundered  by  pirates. 

This  very  day,  as  there  remained  nothing  on 
board  the  Adour  which  we  could  carry  away  with 
us,  we  bid  her  the  laPc  farcwel  ;  and  widi  iliil  more 
1  egret,  as  for  the  four  days  fince  Ihe  iiad  been 
wrecked  Hie  had  not  made  one  drop  of  water, 
and  we  all  went  on  fliore  after  lun-fet.  Here  we 
found  tents,  which  had  been  made  with  the  fails  of 
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(     329     ) 
tlie  fliip,    a   fjrong  guard- room,    where  centlnels 
were  kept  day  and  night,  with  provifions  difpofed 
iii  the  bed  manner  in  the  magazine,  where  alio  a 
guard  was  kept. 

The  ifla.nd,  on  which  we  were,  was  In  appearance 
about  four  leagues  round  •,  there  were  others  near  it 
of  diiTcrent  extent,  and  that  on  which  the  Indians 
bad  their  tents  was  the  fmalieri:  of  al'  and  the  neareft 
to  ours.  Here  they  lived  folely  by  fifhing,  and 
this  whole  coaft  was  as  plentifully  flocked  in  that, 
as  the  land  was  deflitute  of  every  article  for  the 
iupport  of  human  life.  As  to  their  drefs,  a  few 
leaves  of  trees,  or  a  piece  of  bark  was  fufficienc 
for  them.  They  cover  no  part  of  their  bodies  but 
the  part  which  all  men  from  rpodefty  conceal. 

The  foil  of  all  thefe  iflands  is  a  fort  of  very  fine 
find,  or  rather  a  fort  of  calcined  chalk,  interfperf- 
ed  with  while  cora!,  which  is  eafily  broken.  Thus 
you  fee  nothing  on  it  but  Hirubs  and  bufhes.  The 
banks  of  the  lea  are  covered  with  a  pretty  fort  of 
fhells,  and  fome  fpungcs  are  like  wife  found  on 
them,  which  feem  to  have  b^en  call  on  (hore  here 
by  the  waves  in  ftormy  weather.  'Tis  pretended 
that  what  keeps  the  Indians  from  leaving  this  place, 
is  the  number  of  flTipwrecks  that  happen  in  the 
mouth  of  the  gulpii  of  Bahama,  of  which  they  ne- 
ver fail  to  make  all  the  advantage  poflible. 

There  is  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  fourfooted  bead 
pn  thefe  iPidnds,  which  feem  to  have  been  curfed 
of  God  and  man,  and  which  would  be  utterly  un- 
inhabited, except  by  a  fet  of  v/retches,  who  fub- 
iiil  on  the  dellruction  and  miferics  of  others,  and 
by  compleating  what  their  ill  delliny  only  begun. 

On 
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(  33^  ) 
On  the  twentieth,  Don  Diego  paid  us  a  vifit.  He 
is  a  young  man  of  a  llature  ibmewhat  under  the 
middle  lizc,  and  witli  a  very  forry  prefence.  He 
is  very  near  as  naked  as  his  fubjeds,  and  the  few 
rags  on  his  back  were  hardly  worth  picking  up  at 
one's  feet.  He  wore  on  his  head  a  foi  t  of  fillet, 
made  ol:  I  know  not  what  fort  of  lluflf,  and  which 
Ibme  travellers  would  not  have  failed  to  call  a  dia- 
dem. He  was  without  attendance,  or  any  mark  ot 
dillindion  or  dignity,  or  in  fhort  any  thing  to  fig- 
nify  what  perfonage  he  was.  A  young  pretty 
handfome  woman,  and  decently  clothed  lor  an 
Indian,  accompanied  him,  and  was,  we  were  told, 
the  queen  his  \vi{e. 
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We  received  their  majeflies  of  Florida,  in  a  ca- 
valierlike  manner  enough  ;  we  made  a  fort  of  amity 
with  them  however,  and  they  feemed  well  enough 
fatisfied  with  us  ;  but  we  could  fee  none  of  thefe 
Caciques,  whofe  power  and  wealth  are  fo  much 
vaunted  by  the  hiftorianof  Florida.  We  faid  a  word 
or  two  to  Don  Diego  concerning  the  offer,  which 
Don  Antonio  had  made  us,  of  carrying  us  to  St. 
Auguftin,  and  he  gave  us  to  hope  for  all  the  fer- 
vices  that  lay  in  his  power.  In  order  to  induce 
him  the  more  to  perform  his  promife,  I  made  him 
a  prefent  of  one  of  my  fhirts,  which  he  received 
very  thankfully. 

He  returned  next  day,  having  my  Hiirt  above 
his  own  tatters,  and  it  trailed  upon  the  ground.  He 
gave  us  to  undcrftand,  that  he  was  not  properly  the 
fovereign  of  his  nation,  but  held  of  a  Cacique  at 
fome  diftance.  He  is,  notwithlfanding,  abfolute  in 
his  own  village,  of  which  he  lately  gave  us  a  con- 
vincing proof.  Don  Antonio,  who  feemed  at  lead 
double  his  age,  and  who  would  have  eafily  beaten 

one 
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one  double  his  (Irength,  came  to  vifit  us  a  fliort 
while  after,  and  told  us,  that  Don  Diego  had  drub- 
bed him  twice  very  heartily,  for  getting  drunk  on 
board  the  Adour,  where  probably  Ibme  remainder 
ot  fpirituous  liquors   had  been   left.      The  mofl 
fenfible  difl'erence  to  b.-  found  between  the  Indians 
of  Canada,    and   thole  of  Florida,  is  this  depcn- 
(lance   on  their  chiefs,  and   the  refped  they  fhew 
them.     Thus  we  fee  not  in  rhem  as  in  the  former 
thofe   elevated    fentiments,    and   that    haughtincfs 
which  is  the  effedl  of  their  independance,  and  which 
is  fupplicd    in   policied  flatcs  by  thefe  principles  of 
religion  and    honour,  which  arc  infilled  into  the 
mind  by  education   in  their  early  and  tender  years. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  Don  Diego  came  frankly, 
and  without  (laying  for  any  invitation  to  dine  with 
us,  clothed  as  on  the  preceding  day.  He  feemed 
delighted  with  this  drefs,  which  gave  him  however  a 
very  ridiculous  air,  and  which,  joined  to  the  bad- 
nefs  of  his  phyfiognomy,  made  him  exactly  re- 
fcfiible  a  man  going  to  pay  an  amende  honourable^ 
that  is,  fuffer  fome  fcandalous  punifhment.  Whe- 
ther from  religion  or  natural  reludance,  we  could 
never  prevail  with  him  to  eat  any  flelh  -,  we  had 
(liil  fome  fifh  left,  which  he  himfelf  had  fent  us 
the  evening  before  :  he  eat  of  this,  and  drank  pure 
water. 


'  t 


After  the  repaft  we  were  willing  to  fpeak  about 
bufinefs  *,  but  he  told  us  at  once,  that  after  hav- 
ing maturely  confidered  the  propofal  we  had  made 
him,  he  could  neither  fpare  us  Don  Antonio  nor 
any  other  of  his  people  for  guides  to  condudl  us  to 
St.  Auguftin,  as  there  were  numerous  nations  on 
the  way  we  muft  of  necedity  take,  with  whom  he 
was  ac'tually  at  war.     I  do  not  know  whether  we 

now 


(  3^2  ) 
now  did  not  ferioufly  repent  of  having  on  firch 
flight  grounds  abandoned  the  Adour  ;  for  after 
Don  Diego  Icfc  !^s  the  canoe  was  fent  to  her,  but 
thoie  who  vificcd  her  reported,  that  the  Indians  had 
entirely  dcmohfhcd  hei,  and  that  fhe  was  fiHinjx 
full  of  water. 
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On  the  twenty-third,  the  boat  was  finifhed,  and 
we  began  to  think  in  good  earned  of  coming  to 
fome  tinal  refolution.  Two  ways  offered,  on 
which  the  opinions  were  divided  -,  the  firft  were 
for  rilking  the  paflage  to  the  Havannah,  and  ihc 
others  for  purfuing  the  coaft  to  St.  Auf];uftin.  The 
l,iit  feemcd  to  be  the  fafefl,  as  the  lirfl  was  the 
iLorteil.  But  had  tiiis  been  folid,  it  ought  to  have 
been  refolved  upon  the  day  after  we  were  call  a- 
way,  or  rather  we  ought  to  have  fcnt  our  long- 
boat to  intorm  the  governor  of  our  firuation,  and 
pray  him  to  fend  us  a  brigantine.  The  rigging 
only  of  the  Adour,  would  have  been  fufficicnt  to 
have  indemnified  him  ior  his  expences.    . 

Be  this  as  it  will,  the  gri  atefl  part  of  our  com- 
pany v/ere  for  this  lall  refolution  ;  and  it  was  im- 
poflible  ior  me  to  bring  them  to  any  other.  They 
were  forty  in  number,  they  demanded  the  long- 
boat and  canoe,  and  wc  were  obliged  to  comply. 
The  captain  of  the  Adour  was  of  this  number. 
Had  it  not  been  f^r  this  rcafon,  I  fliould  h.wc 
thought  myfelf  obliged  in  duty  to  accompany  them  -, 
but  there  was  a  neceflity  of  dividing  their  ipiritual 
afiillance,  as  well  as  the  vidluals  and  other  ilores. 
On  the  morrow  after  meis,  the  chaplain,  who  was  a 
Dominican,  would  have  me  to  blefs  the  three  vef- 
fels  i  I  obeyed,  and  baptized  the  boat,  to  which 
I  gave  the  name  o-^*  the  Saint  Saviour.  In  the  even- 
ing after  prayers,  I  nude  one  lalt  effort  to  bring 
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the  whole  company  to  an  iinanimons  way  of  think- 
ing -,  I  eafily  obtained  that  they  Ihould  all  fet  out 
together  next  day,  and  encamp  in  tlie  illand  whicli 
was  fartheft  in  the  offing,  and  take  our  refolution 
as  the  wind  favoured. 

We  fet  out  in  cfre6t  on  the  twenty- fifth  at  noon, 
and  failed  tog<nher  for  feveral  leagues ;  but  towards 
fun-fet  we  law  the  long-boat  thread  the  channel, 
which  muft  be  crofTcd  to  get  to  the  Havannah, 
without  ever  confidering  the  canoe,  whofe  provi- 
fions  they  had  on  board,  and  who  not  being  in  con- 
dition to  follow  them,  was  obliged  lo  join  us  :  we 
received  them  kindly,  altho'  there  was  one  among 
them  with  whom  we  had  no  rtralbn  to  be  fatisfied. 
We  landed  on  the  ifland,  where  we  intended  to 
rendezvous,  and  where  a  body  of  Indians  had  al- 
ready landed,  with  what  dcfign  we  know  not  :  we 
kept  on  our  guard  all  night,  and  fet  out  early  in 
the  morning. 

The  weather  was  deliohtful,  the  fea  calm  and 
pleafant,  and  our  crew  began  to  envy  the  lot  of 
the  long-boat.  They  even  began  to  murmur  very 
foon,  and  our  chiefs  thought  it  prudent  to  feem 
defirous  of  f^itisfying  them.  We  therefore  took 
the  courfe  of  the  channel.  Two  hours  afterwards 
the  wind  blew  frelher,  and  we  thought  we  difcover- 
ed  the  appearances  of  an  approaching  dorm.  I'here 
was  nobody  then  who  di.i  not  agree,  that  it  would 
be  a  rafli  thing  to  hazard  fo  long  a  p.ifTagc  in  fuch 
vefTels  as  ours,  nothing  being  weaker  than  our 
boat,  which  made  water  every  where.  But  as '  in 
order  to  <^o  to  St.  Au,q;ufl:in,  we  fliould  have  been 
under  a  necefiity  o^  failing  back  again  the  whole 
way  we  had  come  hitherto,  we  cam.e  to  :ui 
unanimous  refolutiou  to  return  by  the  way  ol  Bi- 
loxi, 
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We  therefore  made  fail  wc  ft  ward,  but  could 
advance  no  great  way  that  day,  and  were  obliged 
to  pafs  the  whole  night  in  the  boat,  where  there  was 
far  from  room  fufficient  for  all  of  us  to  lie  at  our 
whole  length.  On  the  twenty-feventh  we  encamp- 
ed in  an  ifland  where  wc  found  the  cabins  abandon- 
ed, the  roads  beaten,  and  the  traces  of  Spanifli 
llioes.  This  ifland  is  the  firft  of  thofe  called  the 
Tortues  -,  the  foil  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  ijles 
mix  Martyrs^  I  cannot  conceive  what  men  can  have 
to  do  in  fo  wretched  places,  and  fo  remote  from  all 
manner  of  habitations.  We  continued  to  fail  weft- 
ward,  and  advanced  with  a  rapidity  which  could 
only  come  from  the  currents. 

We  advanced  likewife  confiderably  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  till  noon -,  altho'  we  had  very  little  v^ind, 
the  iflands  feemed  to  ride  poft  paft  us.  At  noon 
we  took  an  obfervation  of  the  latitude,  and  found 
ourfelves  in  twenty-four  degrees,  fifteen  minutes 
north.  Had  our  fea  charts  been  correal:  we  ftiouid 
have  been  at  the  weftern  extremity  of  the  Serines. 
It  was  pretty  hazardous  to  trull  ourfelves  in  the 
open  fea,  and  had  I  had  the  management,  we  had 
left  all  theie  iflands  on  our  larboard  lide  ;  but  our 
conductors  were  afraid  of  miiTing  the  paffage  be- 
tween them  and  the  continent.  They  had  all  rca- 
fon  to  repent  it,  for  we  were  afterwards  two  whole 
days  without  feeing  land,  tho'  we  failed  always 
north  or  north-eaft. 

Then  defpair  feized  our  crew,  and  a  fingle 
fqwallof  wind,  fuch  as  wehad  often  experier^'ed,  could 
have  fcnt  us  to  the  bottom.  Even  a  calm  was  at- 
tended with  inconveniences,  as  we  were  obliged  to 
row  all  night,  and  the  heat  was  exceftlve.  The 
failors  had  reafon  to  be  diffatisfied,  the  obftinacy  of 
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a  few  men  having  expofed  us  to  the  great  hazard 
wc  were  in  ;  but  the  evil  was  already  done,  fo  that 
we  wanted  fomeihing  different  from  murmuring  to 
fet  us  to  rights.     Since  our  departure  to  Louifiana, 
I  could  never  prevail  with  molt  of  them  to  approach 
the  facraments,  and  very  few  of  them  had  fulfilled 
the  pafclial  duties.     1  profited  of  this  occafion  to 
prevail  with  the  whole  of  them  to  promife  to  con- 
fefs  themfelves,   and  to  communicate  as  foon  as  we 
Ihould  come  on  fliorc.     They  had  fcarce  promifed 
this,    when  the  land  appeared. 

"We  made  flrait  towards  it,  and  arrived  before  noon . 
On  the  twenty-fourth  at  noon,  we  were  in  twenty- 
fix  degrees,  fifty- fix  minutes.  We  had  itill  the 
view  of  the  main-land,  without  being  able  to  ap- 
proach it,  it  being  fkirted  with  peninfulas  and 
iflands,  moftly  very  flat,  barren,  and  between  them 
fcarce  a  palTage  for  a  canoe  or  bark.  Wiiat  we 
fuffered  moH  from  was  the  want  of  water,  there 
being  none  upon  them.  The  following  days  we 
were  often  ftopt  by  contrary  winds,  but  found  fliel- 
ter  every  where,  and  fometimcs  a  little  hunting 
and  (ifliing.  Water  was  the  only  thing  we  could 
not  find  ;  i  made  ufe  of  this  delay  to  bring  the 
whole  company  to  fulfil  their  promile,  to  approach 
the  facraments. 

It  appears  there  are  but  few  Indians  in  this  whole 
country,  only  we  faw  one  day  four  of  them  who 
came  out  towards  us  in  a  pirogue  :  we  waited  for 
them,  but  when  they  difcovered  us,  they  were 
afraid  to  con,e  any  farther,  a;id  made  what  hafte 
they  could  back  to  the  fiiore.  On  the  tenth,  we 
were  obliged  to  retrench  the  allowance  of  fpirituous 
licjuors,  which  had  been  hitherto  diflributed  among 
the  crew,  there   remaining   but   little.,  which  was 
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thought  [)rop2r  to  rcfinve  for  fome  more  pref/ijip' 
occafion  ;  wc  begun  likcwife  to  be  very  frugal  and 
Iparing  of  our  provifion,  eipecially  the  bilaiir, 
part  of  which  was  fpoilcd  ;  fo  that  we  were  now 
reduced  to  the  pure  neceflluy,  having  often  for 
a  meal  but  a  handful  of  rice,  which  we  were  obliged 
to  boil  in  brackifli  water. 

This  coafl:  is  the  dominion  of  oifters,    as  the 
great   bank   of  Newfoundland  and  the  gulf   and 
river  of  St.  Lawrence  are  that  of  the  cod-fiOies. 
All  thcfe  low-lands,  which  we  failed  along  as  near 
as  pofTible,  are  fl^irted  with  mangroves,    to  which 
are  iluck  a  prodigious    number  cf   fmall    oillers 
of  an  exquifite  relifli  •,  others  much  larger  ?.nd  Id's 
d  'xate  are  found  in  the  fea  in  fuch  numbers,  as 
to  form    fhoals,  which  are  at    firft  taken  for  fo 
many  rocks  level  with  the  furface  ot  the  water.  As 
we  did  not  dare  to  go  to  any  diflance  from  fhore, 
we  often  got  into  pretty  deep  bays  r    creeks,  which 
we  were   obliged  to  coafl  quite  round,  and  which 
lengthened  cur  coilrle  prodigioufly.     But  the  mo- 
ment the  land  di  Tap  [.eared,  our  crew  thought  them- 
felves  wholly  undone. 

On  the  fifrccnthln  the  morning,  wc  met  a  Spanifh 
liiaiiop,  in  which  were  about  fifteen  per fons.  Tiiefe 
were  part  cf  a  fliip's  crew  that  had  been  cafl  a\va:y 
near  the  river  St.  Martin.  This  misfortune  had 
befallen  them  about  five  and  twenty  days  before, 
and  they  had  but  a  very  imall  fliallop  to  contain 
forty- four  perfons,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
life  it  by  t;irns,  and  confequcntly  to  make  very 
fnort  journies.  This  rencount.T  was  to  us  a  virhle 
interpofuion  of  providence,  for  had  it  not  been  tor 
the  inftru^irions  which  the  Spanidi  captain  gave  us 
we  had  never  found  the  right  courfc  to  fleer,  and 
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the  uncertainty  of  what  might  become  of  us,  mlcr|it 
have    prompted     the    mutineers     arrongil    us    to 
commie  fomc  ail  ot  violence,  or  peii.aps  even  of 
deipair. 

The  night  following  wc  were  expoftd  to  very 
great  danger.  We  were  all  afleep  in  a  very  fmall 
ifland,  except  three  or  four  perfons  who  guarded 
ihe  boat  :  One  of  them  had  lighted  his  pipe,  and 
imprudently  laid  the  match  on  the  edge  of  the 
boat  jufl  where  the  arms,  powder,  and  provifions 
were  kept  in  a  ched  covered  with  a  tarpaulin.  He 
fell  afleep  afterwards,  and  whiift  he  was  in  this 
condition  the  covering  of  the  cheO:  took  fire.  The 
tlame  awaked  him  as  well  as  his  other  companions, 
and  had  they  been  a  moment  longer,  the  boat  muft 
have  been  blown  up  or  fhatrered  to  pirccs ;  and  I 
leave  you  to  think  what  mufl  have  become  of  us, 
being  without  any  thing  but  a  canoe,  which  could 
not  have  contained  above  one  lixth  part  of  our 
company,  without  provifions,  aims,  or  ammuni- 
tion, in  a  fandy  ifiand,  on  which  nothing  grew 
but  a  few  blades  of  wild  grals. 

On  the  morrow,  being  the  fixteenth,  the  canoe 
•eft  us  and  joined  the  Spaniards.  We  had  the  wind 
contrary,  and  could  not  advance  but  with  the  lead 
in  hand,  the  coall:  being  fo  flat  and  covered  with 
fliarp  flints  in  fuch  manner  at  the  diliance  of  fix 
leagues  from  it  i  our  boat,  which  drew  no  more 
than  two  feet  water,  was  every  moment  in  danger  of 
ftriking  her  bottom  out.  We  were  (fill  underthcfame 
apprehenfions  the  two  fo: lowing  days,  and  on  the 
twentieth  we  encamped  on  an  ifland,  winch  forms 
the  caftern  point  of  the  Baye  a.s  Apaluhes.  All 
n'L'ht   we  perceived  fires  on  the  continent,  which 
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we  were  very  near,  and  wc  had  obfcrvcd  the  fame 
thin^i,  tor  lunic  days  pall. 

The  twenty- 01(1,  wc  fct  out  in  a  very  thick  fo"-, 
which  being  loon  chl'per fed,  we  perceived  the  la- 
hfcs  or  fcii  marks,  wliich  the  Spaniards  diredled  ii;; 
to  follow.  .We  did  this  by  llcering  north,  and 
wc  faw  tliat  had  it  not  been  for  this  airillancr,  it 
would  have  been  imi^olllble  for  us  to  have  fluinned 
the  fand-banks,  with  which  this  whole  coafl  is  co- 
vered, and  which  are  lull  of  oiilers.  About  ten 
o'clock  wc  perceived  a  fmall  (lone-fort,  of  a  lijuare 
form,  with  regular  badiohs  ;-vvc  immediately  hung 
out  the  white-Uag,  and  immediately  alter  were  told 
in  French  to  proceed  no  farther. 

\Vn  (lopt,  and  immediately  difcovcrcd  a  pi- 
rogue coming  out  to  us,  in  which  were  threepcople. 
One  of  them  was  a  native  of  Bayonne  ;  he  had 
bcf-n  a  gunner  in  L.ouifiana,  antl  had  the  fame 
cmployioent  at  Si.  Mark.  After  the  omn^on 
quedions,  the  gunner  was  of  opinion,  that  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Adour  and  1  only  ihould  go  to  fpeak 
with  the  goviTnor  :  we  we:it,  and  were  very  well 
received.  This  governor  was  a  (imple  lieutenant, 
but  a  man  of  good  fMife  \  he  made  no  didiculty  0/ 
letting  us  bring  our  bt)at  oppofite  to  the  fort  ;  in- 
vited our  oiucers  and  the  principal  pafiengers  to 
dinner  ;  but  not  till  he  had  firll  ex.imined  our 
boat,  and  had  tranfj^orted  into  his  n^.agazinc  our 
arms  and  ammunition,  on  his  parole  to  deliver 
them  when  vvc  flioukl  want  to  deoart. 

This  pofl,  which  Monf.  Delille  has  marked  in 
his  map  under  the  name  of  Sle.  Marie  d'  Jpalacbc, 
was  never  known  by  any  otlier  but  that  ot  St. 
Mark.     I'he  Spaniards  lormerly  had  a  very  con- 
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fidcrablc   fcttlcmcnt  licrf,  but   wiiith  was  already 
reduced  ro  a  very  low  tllatc,  v\k\\  'u\  i:o4it  was 
ciuindy  dcllrovtd  by  the  Kn^^liih  ot  Carolina,  ac- 
cutnpauied  with  a  i^,rcat  number  ot*  z/A/Y/w'/MnJi- 
aiis.     'I'hc  Spanifli  «.virrlloii,   tonfidini;  of  thirty- 
two    men,  va  re    made  [)rilbnfr.s  of  war ;  but  tlie 
Indians  buriit  Icventecn  of  thcin,   anu)n[j!,(l  whom 
were   three  Frincilcan  iViars  ;  and  of  fcvcn  thou- 
fand  /Ip'.i'dchts  which  were  in  tb.is  e.;ntun,  and  v/ijo 
had   alnujlt    all  embr.ici-d    the   chrilliaii    relii^;ion, 
there   now  rr:n.un  ojdy  tonr  hundred  .it  St.  M.irk, 
who  retirctl    hither  froifi  the  coall  of  ihc  Maubile, 
wheic  moll  of  [he  nation  now  dsvell. 

The  foreds  aiKl  meadows  near  the  fort  arc  full 
ofbutlalots  and  horfcs,  which  the  Spaniards  fufier 
to  run  about  wild,  and  fend  out  Indians  to  catch 
them  with  noofes  as  they  want  them.  'Ihefc 
Indians  arc  likcwile  Apalachcs,  who  had  probably 
retired  to  a  dillancc  durinj::;  the  irrumion  ot  the 
Kngliib,  and  wlio  came  back  after  thefc  were  gone 
away.  Moreover,  this  bay  is  precisely  t!ie  lame 
than  (larcilaflb  de  la  Vef!;a  call?,  in  his  hiflory  of 
Florida,  the  port  of  Atitc.  The  lore  is  built  on  a 
fmall  eminence  furro;nded  with  marfli.s,  and  a 
little  above  the  conHuence  of  the  two  rivers,  one  of 
which  comes  from  the  nonh-eafl:,  d.wi\  die  other 
from  the  north-weft.  Tliefe  arc  narrow  and  lull 
of  aili(i;ators,  but  for  all  tiuit  v/e'.l  Hocked  with 
fllli. 

Two  le3q;ues  liirih.cr,  on  the  river  of  the  north- 
v/cft,  l!ands  a  viilage  of  the  Apa'aches,  and  ano- 
ther a  league  and  an  hulf  from  tlie  firii,  within  the 
land.  This  nation,  formerly  excecdirg  numerous, 
and  which,  divided  into  leveral  cantons,  occu- 
pied a  vail  extent  of  country,  is  now  reduced  to 
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a  very  low  ellate.  They  have  long  fince  embraced 
the  chriftian  religion ;  however,  the  Spaniards  put 
no  great  confidence  in  them,  and  in  lo  doing  ad 
very  wifely :  for,  bcfides  that  thefe  chriftians,  who 
have  been  dellitiitc  of  all  fpiricual  afliftance  for  ma- 
ny years,  are  only  fuch  in  name-,  their  conquerors 
at  tirfl:  treated  them  with  fo  much  feverity,  that  they 
ought  always  to  confider  them  as  enemies  not  quite 
rtconciled.  It  is  very  difficult  to  make  good 
chriftians  of  people,  who  were  begun  to  be  con- 
verted by  making  chriitianity  odious  to  them. 

Wc  were  told  at  St.  Mark,  th.it  a  refolution  had 
been  taken  to  re-eflablifli  it  on  its  former  footing, 
and  that  they  expedcd  five  thoufand  families  :  this 
is  much  more  than  the  Spaniards  of  Florida  are 
capable  of  furnifhing.  The  country  is  charm/ing, 
well  wooded,  well  watered,  and  it  is  faid,  the  more 
you  advance  up  the  country,  the  more  fertile  the 
foil.  They  confirmed  to  us  in  the  fort,  what  the 
Spaniards  we  had  met  with  had  told  us,  that  the 
Indians  at  the  Ifle  of  Martyrs,  with  their  king 
Don  Diego,  were  a  good-for-nothing  fort  of  folks, 
and  that  if  we  had  not  kept  ftrictly  on  our  guard, 
they  had  certainly  played  us  fome  fcurvy  trick. 
They  alfo  told  us,  that  a  Spanifh  brigantine  had 
been  lately  caft  away  near  the  place,  where  we  faw 
the  four  Indians  in  a  pirogue,  and  that  the  whole 
crew  had  been  empaled  and  eaten  by  thofe  la- 
vages. 

St.  Mark  is  dependant  on  St.  Auguftin,  both  i„n 
a  civil  and  military  refpeftj  as  it  is  on  the  Ha- 
vannah  in  fpiritual  matters.  The  chaplain,  howe- 
ver, is  fent  by  the  convent  of  the  Francifcans  ot 
St.  Augwiftin.  I  met  with  one  of  them  here,  who 
was  a  very   amiable  perfon,  and  one  who  did  us 
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confiderable  fervlces :  he  gave  us  to  underfland  th.it 
the  commandant  of  St.  Mark    intended  to  detain 
us,  till  he  fliould  fend  advice  of  our  arrival  lo  the 
governor  of  St.  Auguflin,  and  lliould  receive  h-s 
orders.     I  begged  of  this  officer,  that  provided  he 
had  fufficient  to  maintain  us  all  the  time,  we  might 
be  permitted  to  remain  with   him;  as  what  provi- 
ficijs  we  had   left,  were  fcarce  enough  to  carry  us 
to  Louifiana.     He  acquitted  himfelf extremely  w^ll 
of  his  commiffion,  and  the  difcourfe  he  made,  ac- 
companied with  fome  prefents  which  he  hinted  wc 
Jhould  offer  the  commandant,  had  all  the  efre6l  we 
hoped  for  from  it.     This  officer,  even  frankly,  of- 
fered us  the  guides   we   aflced   to   cairy  us  to  St. 
Jofeph,  which  lies  thirty  leagues  from  St.  Mark, 
and  to  which  they  advertifed  us  the  courfe  was  very 
difficult  to  find.     This  obliged  us  to  tarry  the  next 
day,  and  I  was  not  difpleafed  at  if,  as,  beiides  that 
I  was  as  well   lodged  in  the  fort  as  the  Francilcan 
governor,  (a  diftindion  fhevvn  to  me  alone,  and 
which  I  owed  to  my  habit)     I  was  glad  to  furvcy 
the  parts  adjacent  to  the  fort.     There   is  a  way 
over  land  from  St.  Mark  to  St.  Auguflin,  the  dii- 
tance  of  which  is    fourfcore  leagues,  and  the  road 
exceeding  bad. 

We  fet  out  the  twenty  third  in  the  morning,  and 
on  t!ie  twenty  fifth  about  ten  o'clock,  our  guides 
made  us  undertake  a  traverfe  of  three  leagues,  to 
get  into  a  kind  of  channel  formed  by  the  continent 
on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  by  a  feries  of  iflands 
of  different  extent.  Had  it  not  been  for  tiiCm,  we 
durft  never  have  ventured  to  engage  in  it,  and  io 
had  miifed  the  bay  of  St.  Jofeph.  However,  we 
were  out  of  provifions,  and  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing water  encreafed  every  day.  One  evening  that 
we  dug  ten   paces  from  the  lea  on  a  pretty  rifing 
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ground,  we  cou'd  find  i  othing  bat  brackifh  v;a- 
vv,  wliich  we  tonnd  impofilble  to  drink.  I  bti- 
thought  myfc'lf  oF  making  a  hok  of  a  ihiaH  de|.th 
on  the  very  brink  ci  the  leu,  and  in  the  land;  ic 
\va^  I'Tclently  filed  with  water,  as  Iweet  and  ckar 
as  if  it  had  been  drawn  from  the  moft  hnroid 
fcream  ;  but  after  I  had  drawn  up  one  quart  of  ii, 
the  fpring  dried  up  entirely,  from  w.icnce  I  con- 
chided  it  was  rain  water  that  had  been  eollet^ted  in 
this  fpot,  having  i-^und  the  bottom  very  hard;  and 
1  imagii;e  that  to  be  very  often  the  cafe. 

After  we  had   o-ot  a-head  cv  the  iOand,  we  ad- 
vance.i  under  fail  t)ll  ten  o'clock.     Then  the  wind 
fell,  but  the  tide,  which  began   to  ebb,  fuppHed  its 
pkxc.   lo  that  we  continued   to  make  way   all  the 
night.     This  is  ti;e  firR-  time  1  obferved  any  regular 
tides  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  our   two  Spaiii- 
r.rds  told  us  th.t  horn  this  place  co  Penlacola,  the 
fiux  is  twelve  hours,  and  the  reflux  the  fame.     On 
the  morrow  the  twenty  fixth,  a  contrary  wind  kept 
ns  till  evening  in  an  ifland  indilfcrently  well  wood- 
ed, ten  or  twelve  leagues  long,  and  where  we  kil- 
led as  many  larks  and  wood- cocks  as  we  could  de- 
fire  :     we  alfo  faw  a  f;reat  number  of  rattle-fnakes. 
Gurgukles  called  it  the  IOand  of  Dogs ;  and  from 
tile  firil:  part  of  it  v/e  came  to,  they  reckoned  ten 
leagues  to  St.  Mark  and  fificen  to  St.  Jofeph  -,  but 
they  were   certainly   deceived  with  relpeil  to   this 
lafl  article,  there  being  at  Icaft  twenty,  and  thelc 
very  long. 

Onthe  twenty  feventh  at  eleven  at  night,we  Rruck 
upon  a  bank  of  oifters,  which  were  about  the  hze 
of  the  crown  of  my  hat,  and  we  were  about  an 
hour  in  getting  clear  of  it.  We  went  to  pals  the 
reft  of  the  night  in  a  country  houfe  belonging  to  a 
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captain  oF  the  garrifon  of  fort   St.  Jofeph,  called 
Dioniz,  where  at  our  arrival  he  told  us  ftrange  news. 

He  afTural  us  that  all  Louifiana  was  evacuated 
by  the  French-,  that  a  'arge  veflel  of  that  nation 
had  appeared  at  the  Ifland  aux  Vaiffcau,  and  had 
taken  on  board  the  governour,  directors,  and  all 
the  officers;  that  after  their  departure,  the  Indians 
had  maffjcred  all  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  and 
foldicrs,  except  a  fmall  number  who  had  efcaped 
on  board  of  two  coailers ;  that  being  in  want  of 
provifions,  they  had  gone  to  the  bay  ot  St.  Jofeph; 
that  thofe  v.'ho  came  firfl  had  been  well  received, 
but  that  the  others  were  not  fuffered  to  land,  for 
fear  lelt  fo  many  French  in  one  body,  might  be 
tempted  to  make  themlelves  mafters  of  that  pod, 
which  we  had  formerly  occupied. 

This  whole  account  carried  fo  little  probability 
in  it,  that  I  could  not  pofTibly  believe  it,  but 
v/as  fo  well  circumftanced,  and  told  by  people  who 
had  fo  little  interell  in  deceiving  us,  and  who  be- 
ing at  only  fcven  leagues  diilmce  from  St.  Jofeph, 
iTiight  have  daily  intelligence  from  thence,  th  ;t  it 
feen^ed  hard  to  ",et  over  allowin;:^  it  had  f  )me  foun- 
dation.  Moll  of  our  people  were  in  great  conucr- 
nation  at  it;  and  I  even  felt  that  thefe  general  pa- 
nicks  touch  the  heart  in  fpite  of  all  cur  endeavours 
and  underftanding,  and  that  k  is  impofilble  not  to 
feel  fome  fearamulR  a  niimbcr  of  perfons  wdio  are 
feized  with  that  paffion,  or  to  hel[j  lamenting  with 
thofe  who  fhed  tears.  1  could  by  no  nK^ans  credit 
what  they  told  me,  hut  for  nil  that,  I  liad  very 
little  confidence  that  it  v/as  i:ot  lb. 

However,  our  crew,  in  fpire  of  their  defpalr, 
finding  plenty  of  provifions,  and  the  domefl:ic  fer- 
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vants  of  Don  Dioniz  very  obliging,  made  good 
cheer  all  the  reft  of  the  night  *.  next  morning  our 
guides  to<  k  their  leave  of  us,  according  to  their 
orders  We  had  now  no  nefd  of  them,  for  be- 
fides  the  impoiTibility  of  iofing  our  way  to  St. 
Jofeph,  we  met  at  the  houfc  of  Don  Dioniz,  a 
Frenchman  who  was  a  foldier  in  his  company,  and 
formerly  a  deferter  from  the  Maubilc,  wh(^  was 
grown  <'-«arv  of  the  Spanifh  fervie,  where  he  was 
dying  of  hunger,  as  hr  faid,  tho*  he  had  good 
enou^u  pay  :  we  had  no  great  dimcu'ty  to  prevail 
with  him  to  accompany  us  to  St.  Jofeph,  and  from 
thence  to  Louifiana,  provided  he  were  able  to  ob- 
tain his  Jilcharge. 

We  arrived  at  five  in  the  evening  at  St.  Jofeph, 
were  we  'Vf^e  pcrf  .dly  well  received  by  the  go- 
vernor. Here  we  met  with  two  large  flialiopsfrom 
Biloxi  with  four  French  officers,  who  had  come  ro 
claim  fome  defcrters,  but  found  them  not.  Wc 
had  f  cii  'diem  on  the  day  of  Pentecoile,  in  a  fmall 
vefTel  which  was  under  fail,  and  went  clo  e  by  us. 
They  did  not  probably  touch  at  St.  Jofeph,  and  in 
order  to  conceal  their  being  defc  rrers,  had  given 
out  the  news  which  had  alarmed  us  fo  much  the 
evening  beiore.  Two  Francifcans  who  officiated 
in  the  chapel  of  the  fort,  being  informed  of  my 
arrival,  came  to  offer  me  a  bed  in  their  houfe, 
which  I  thankfully  accepted. 

Moreover,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  place  in  the 
known  world,  where  one  would  think  there  was 
lefs  likelihood  of  meeting  with  men,  efpeciaily 
Europeans,  than  at  St.  Jofeph.  1  he  fituation  of 
this  bay,  its  fhores,  the  foil,  every  thing  i:ear  it, 
and  indeed  every  circumftance  about  it,  render  the 
fcafons  of  fuch  a  choice  utterly  incomprehenfible. 
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A  flat  coaft,  and  that  quite  expofcd  to  a!l  the  win  's 
th.u  blow,  a  barren  fand,  a  country  lolt  and  hid 
tium  all  ihf  world,  and  without  the  lead  com- 
merce, and  without  being  fit  for  even  an  entrepot 
or  repolitory,  could  only  be  chofen  out  of  that 
jealoufy,  which  our  fettling  Louifiana  has  occafi- 
oned  in  the  minds  of  the  Spaniards.  We  had  been 
guilty  of  this  folly  before  them,  but  this  Jaded 
not  long.  There  is  realbn  to  believe  that  they  too 
will  loon  repent  tlieir  choice,  and  that  after  they 
fhall  have  re-eihblilhed  Penfacola,  they  will  tranf- 
port  thither  every  thing  they  have  at  St.  Jofeph. 

The  fort  is  not  even  fituated  in  the  bay,  but  in 
the  bight  oF  a  crooked  point  ^n  which  there  is  an 
iOand.  This  fort  is  built  only  of  earth,  but  that 
well  lined  with  paiifadoes,  and  defended  with  a 
numerous  artillery,  i  here  is  alfo  a  pretty  ftrong 
garrilbn,  an  etat  major  compleat,  and  almoib  all 
the  officers  have  their  famihes  with  them.  Their 
houfes  are  neat  and  commod.ous,  indiffer-ntly  well 
furiiiHied,  but  in  the  ftrcets  you  walk  up  to  the 
ankle  in  fand.  The  ladies  never  come  abroad  but 
when  they  go  to  church,  and  that  always  with  a 
train  and  a  gravity  which  is  not  to  be  feen  any  where 
but  amonglt  the  Spaniards, 

Next  day  after  our  arrival,  which  was  on  the 
twenty  ninth,  there  was  a  grand  dinner  at  the  fer- 
,eant  major's.  We  had  feen  this  office^  formerly 
at  Louifiana,  and  had  treated  him  magnificently, 
fo  that  he  wio  ravifhed  with  this  opportunity  of 
fiiewing  his  gratitude. 

He  had  entered  into  a  particular  intimacy  and 
friendfhip  with  Monf.  Hubert,  who  was  then  com- 
'fiiijfdire  ordannateur^  a  kind  of  furveyor,  and  who 
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was  tlicn  with  ns.  Wc  Icarm  that  a  dmghter  of 
l;is  tri.nui  three  years  ot  age,  and  whom  her  lather 
was  conveying  back  into  France,  was  no  more  than 
fprinklcd,  and  he  was  therefore  dclirons  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  CLremonies  of  the  Sacrament 
cr'  .Baptilni  flioiild  b^.  pcricrmed  here,  and  that  he 
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who  gave  at  ni^l^t  a  magnificent  fupp-r,  .md  by  an 
txcefs  ofpoHtcnefs.  r;j-e  enough  amongd  Spaniard:,, 
would  h.::ve  tlie  ladies  to  he  prefeiit  at  it.  i  le  con- 
cluded lo  n;any  civilities  with  fundfhing  us  v;itli 
provifions  to  enable  i:s  to  continue  our  journey, 
tho'  he  liad  not  as  yet  rec;  ived  the  convoy  vvhi^-h 
was  to  fipply  him  \\i:h  provifions  from  ;h^"  \]j' 
variTiah,  ai-.d  had  for  tliat  reaib'^  refi;!;  'd  ,u»v  to  i  i^-- 
ofFicers  of  Hiloxi:  but  our  firu.u.oi  !i:.id  toac';;".:: 
him  c;;trcmely. 

We  f:t  out  on  the  thirtieth,  with  ri-.e  two  (h  1- 
lop;^,  and  v;ere  fal,'  .:  l^y  the  lort  wirli  livr  ;cces 
of  cannon.  We  advin-ci'  fevcn  le.-ifiues  that  day, 
and  c.'.me  to  an  aaicho;  a  the  mouth  of  a  river 
which  comes  from  a  bay  whi  h  opens  to  the  fnith- 
eaft.  At  eleven  a^  "<ight  the  wind  becoming  fa- 
vourable, we  toi.k  the  advantage  (.t  it  and  jailed 
v/cft  north  vvefi;-,  ilie  whole  coall  lies  open  to  the 
fame  winds  for  twenty  leagecs.  as  far  as  the  iOand 
oi  Siiinl  Rcfe ;  and  there  is  not  one  place  where 
you  can  be  flicltercd  from  the  fqualls  or  gales  of 
wind  which  fnould  come  large  or  full  upon  the 
fhore.  On  the  thirty  firil  at  four  in  the  afternoon, 
we  had  failed  thefe  twenty  leagues,  and  came  to  an 
anchor  behind  the  ifland,  which  inclofes  the  great 
bay  of  St.  Rof',  the  entry  of  which  is  dangerous 
when  the  fea  is  hiG;h.     Mad  we  been  but  a  moment 
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later  we  fliould  have  been  hard  put  to  it,  the  wind 
changing  iuddcnly  trom   norch-eaft  to  Ibuth-wcfl:, 
and  the  lea  riling  To  high  at  the  fame  inftant,  that 
it  had  been  impullible  lur  us  to  ride  it  out. 

On  the  firfl:  of  June,  towards   two  or  three  in 
the  morning,  the  tide  beginning  to  How  we  reim- 
barked,   and    afrer  advancing  a  fliort  league,  en- 
tered  the  channel  ol   St.  Roie,  wiiieh  is  fourteen 
leagues  in  lengtli.     It   is  formed    by  the  illand  of* 
St.  Rofe  which  is  of  this  length,  but  very  narrow, 
appearing  to  be  covered  with  land,  but  for  all  that 
not  ill  wooded  :  the    continent   is  very  high,  and 
bears  trees  of  all  forts:  the  foil  is  almoft  as  fandy 
as  at  St.   Mark,  hut  on  digging  even  fo   Ihort  a 
way  into  the  ground,  you  meet  with  water.     The 
wood  here   is  very  hard,  but  eafily  rots.     Ail  this 
coall   fwarms  with   game,  and  the  fea  wich   fifii. 
The  channel   is  narrow   at  the  mouth,  hut  grows 
broader   afterwards,  and  retains  as  far  as  the  Bay 
of  Penfacola  half  a  league  of  breadth  ;  the  cur- 
rent here  was  very  ftrbng,  but  favour.ible  for  us. 

Towards  eleven  o'clock,  wc  doubled  the  Pohite 
nux  Chcvreuils,  or   Roebuck  point,  beyond  which 
the  bay  begins.     Here  you  turn  firft  to  the  north, 
and  afterwards  to  the  north- eafl.     The  fort  ftands 
a  fliort  Ifague  farther,  and  you  difcover  it  from  the 
point  dux  Chevreuils.     We   arrived    here  at  noon, 
and  were  much  furprifed  to  fee  it  in  fo  bad  a  con- 
dition, and  it  appears  to  be  pretty  much  negleded. 
The  Sieur  Carpe.'.u  de  Moncigni   who  commands  in 
ir,  was  gone  to  Biloxi,  and  we  only  found   a  few 
foldiers  in  it.     The  SpaniHi  fort  v;hich  was  taken 
two  years  ago  by  the  Count  de  Champmelin,  was 
behind  this,  and  there  remains  nothing  of  it  but  a 
very  fine  ciftern,  which  is  laid   to  have  colt  four- 
teen 
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teen  thoufand  piaftres  building.  Both  of  them 
fland  on  the  ifland,  ahnofl:  clofe  to  the  main  land, 
and  nut  above  fifteen  toifes  long;  and  the  foil  ot 
which  appear  to  be  none  of  the  belt. 

The  bay  of  Pcnficola  would  be  a  very  good  port, 
were  it  not  for  the  worms  which  eat  thro*  the  bot- 
toms of  Hiips,  and  if  its  entry  iiad  a  little  more  depth 
of  water.  But  the  Ilenules^  on  board  of  which 
Monf.  Champmelin  was,  ftruck  upon  it.  This 
entry  is  diredly  '"tet'veen  the  wellern  extremity  of 
St.  Rofe,  T.ei '  t.ie  Spaniards  had  alfo  built  a  fort, 
and  a  reef  or  >  '  It  is  fo  narrow  that  one  fliip  only 
can  pafs  at  a  .  vie:  '■  «  opening  lies  north  and  fouth. 
Beyond  the  reef  is  another  pafs,  v^here  there  is 
only  water  for  fmall  vefTels,  and  which  opens  to  the 
fouth-weft.  This  is  alfo  very  narrow.  The  an- 
chorage of  (hips  in  the  bay  of  Penfacola,  is  along 
the  ifland  of  Si.  Rofe^  and  is  very  good  holding 
ground. 

We  fct  out  from  Penfacola  at  midnight,  and 
about  four  in  the  morning  we  left  on  our  right  the 
Rio  de  Ids  Perdidos:  this  river  was  fo  named,  be- 
caufe  a  Spanifh  fhip  was  c.ifl;  away  in  it,  and  all 
the  crew  loll.  The  ifland  Dauphine  is  five  leagues 
farther  on  the  left,  and  is  five  leagues  long,  but 
very  narrow.  Here  is  at  lead  one  half  of  this 
ifland  without  a  Angle  tree  on  it,  and  the  other  is 
not  a  whit  better.  The  fort,  and  the  only  human 
habitation  remaining  on  it,  are  in  the  weftern  part 
of  it.  Between  this,  and  the  IJle  a  Come,  which 
is  about  a  league  diftant,  there  is  fcarce  any  water. 
At  the  end  of  this,  is  another  very  fmall  one  called 
/*  ijle  Ronde,  on  account  of  its  figure.  We  pafTed 
the  night  on  this  laft. 
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Oppofite,  is  the  Baye  des  Pafcagoulas,  where  Ma- 
dame de  Chaumont  has  a  grant,  which  is  not  Hkely 
very  foon  to  repay  the  money  advanced  on  it. 
There  is  a  river  of  the  fame  name  which  comes 
from  the  north,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fame 
bay.  Next  day  about  ten  o'clock,  one  of  our  fai- 
lors  died  of  a  quinfey.  This  is  the  only  man  we 
loft  in  our  tircfome  and  dangerous  pafTage.  An 
hour  after  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  Biloxi,  where 
every  body  was  aftonifhed  to  fee  us.  I  went  im- 
mediately to  celcbrat'j  the  Holy  Mafs,  to  render 
thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for  having  fupported  us 
amid  ft  fo  many  fatigues,  and  delivered  us  from  fo 
many  dangers. 


I  am,  ^c. 
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LETTER     XXXV. 


Voyiigc  from  Biloxl  to  Cape  Ffan9oIs  //;  St.  Do- 
mingo. 


Ca^c  Francois^   September  6,    1722. 

I  Did  not  venture  to  tell  you  in  my  lafl  letter 
whac  1  had  informed  you  ot  in  my  former, 
that  you  fhould  hear  no  more  fiom  me,  till  I  fhould 
arrive  at  Cape  Francois,  for  fear  I  lliould  not  be 
iible  to  keep  my  word,  and  indeed  my  apprehen- 
fions  were  very  near  being  jullified  by  the  event. 
I  am,  however,  at  iail"  arrived  at  this  fo  long  de- 
fired  harbour,  havincr.  entered  it  at  a  time  when  we 
had  alrnoft  loft  all  hopes  of  ever  feeing  it.  But 
before  I  enlarge  upon  the  adventures  of  this  voyage, 
I  muft  refume  the  courfe  of  my  journal. 

The  firft  news  we  learned  upon  our  arrival  at 
Biloxi  was,  that  a  peace  was  concluded  with  Spain, 
and  a  durable  alliance  agreed  on  betwixt  the  two 
crowns.  One  article  of  the  peace  was,  the  retli- 
tution  of  Penfacola,  the  nc-ws  of  which  was  brought 
to  Louiuana  by  Uom.  Alexander  Walcop,  an  Irilh- 
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man,  and  captain  of  a  vtfTfl  in  New-Spain.  Pfr 
had  embarked  it  hi  Vera  Cruz  on  board  a  brigan- 
tinc,  commanded  by  Uom.  Auguftin  Spinol.i,  and 
carrying  one  hundre.l  and  fifty  men,  and  mounting 
fourteen  pieces  of  (annon.  It  is  given  out  here, 
that  the  S[niniards  intend  to  make  a  gr^at  fcttle- 
ment  at  Penl'acola,  and  to  tranfport  tliithcr  the 
garrifon  with  the  whole  inhabitants  of  St.  Jofeph  ; 
and  that  D.  Alcxantler  VValcop  is  to  be  the  govei- 
nor,  who  is  a  nan  of  an  exceeding  good  appear- 
ance, great  piety,  and  extreme  good  lenfe. 

D.  Auguflin  Spinola  is  a  young  man  full  of  fire, 
and  of  a  very  amiable  charadcr  ;  his  fentimcnts 
and  behaviour  luflieiently  declare  his  nigh  birth, 
and  are  every  way  worthy  of  the  name  he  bears. 
He  is  lieutenant  of  the  velfel,  and  has  engaged  to 
ferve  three  years  in  Mexico,  after  which  he  pro- 
pofes  to  return  to  Spain,  and  there  to  fettle.  He 
was  a  good  deal  chagrined  on  being  informed, 
that  an  Englifh  interloper  called  Marfh.d,  hadjuft 
left  the  road  of  Biloxi,  where  he  had  been  carry- 
ing on  a  confiderab'e  trade  with  the  French  as  he 
left  it.  This  man  would  not  have  gone,  faying  he 
was  not  afraid  of  the  Spaniards,  had  not  M.  de 
Bienville  obliged  him  to  it,  not  chufing  to  be  fpcc- 
tater  of  a  combat,  which  our  officers  imagined 
would  not  end  in  the  favour  of  the  ago  reflbrs though 
fuperior  in  force.  We  fliall  foon  lee  if  they  were 
miflaken  in  this  advantageous  idea  they  had  con- 
ceived of  Marflial. 

Notwithftanding  fome  of  the  company's  fhips 
had  brought  in  fome  provifions  to  Louifiana,  yet 
the  fcarcity  there  was  ftill  very  great,  and  the  difcon- 
tent  of  the  inhabitants  encreafed  every  day  fo  much, 
that  in  fpite  of  all  the  care   M.  de  Bienville  took 
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fo  make  them  cafy,  nothing  was  hoartl  of  biif 
rdicines  tor  ilcfcrting.  liLfitlcs,  tlie  floop  wliich 
we  had  met  on  the  route  from  St.  Mark  t..  St.  To- 
fcph,  all  the  Swifs,  who  wcie  at  Bil(;xi  with  thrir 
captain  ami  (jffircrs  at  their  htMd,  liaving  bctn  or- 
deral  for  New  Oik'.ins  on  board  a  coallcr,  which 
had  been  extremely  well  vidtialkd  anil  litu-d  out  on 
purpofc  tor  them,  inllead  of  fleering  for  the  MifTif- 
fippi,  had  been  fccn  with  tluir  colours  flying,  (land- 
ing for  the  eaflward  ;  and  it  was  not  d()u!)ce(f,  in- 
tended for  Carolina,  as  being  all  prote(l.ints,  there 
was  no  probability  of  their  flopping  any  wlmc 
among  the  Spaniards  *. 

Finally,  I  difcovercd  v:*"  the  8th  of  June  a  con- 
fpiracy  formed  to  carry  ofl' the  SpaniDi  brgantinc. 
About  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  got  fecrei: 
information  of  it,  and  was  allured  that  before  nine 
o'clock  it  would  be  put  in  execution,  the  com- 
mander of  the  brig:iniinc  not  being  ufcd  to  go  oa 
board  before  that  time.  The  confpirators  were  to 
the  number  of  an  hundred  and  fifty,  and  their  in- 
tention was,  if  they  fucceeded  in  their  entc  rprize, 
to  turn  pirates.  I  immedi.tcly  lent  to  give  notict; 
of  it  to  M.  de  Bienville,  who  was  then  at  table 
with  D.  Augufline  Spinola,  who  rofe  up  thsr 
inftant  and  went  on  boarti,  and  the  major  oi 
Biloxi  had  orders  immediately  to  go  the  rouiicis. 

From  thefe  different  movements  the  confpirators 
perceived  their  defign  had  taken  air,  and  thii  n)a;or 
could  not  obferve  above  four  or  five  men  toge- 
ther, who  making  off  as  foon  as  he  faw  them,  he 
was  not  able  to  lay  hold  on  any  of  them,  fo  that  it 
was  believed  I  had  given  a  falle  ahirm  -,  but  IvfiJes 
that  for  fome  time  after,  the  foldi  rs  and  inhal;i- 
tants  were  every  day  difappearirg,  fome  of  ditfe 

*  We  have  fince  learned  that  they  have  '^onc  there. 
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dcfcrtcrs  being  retaken,  confelTecl  the  confpiracy  of 
which  1   had   given  information. 

On  the  1 2th,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Tchac- 
tais  came  to  inform  M.  de  Bienville,  that  the 
Englifh  had  made  them  great  promifes,  to  bring 
them  over  to  their  intereft,  and  to  engage  them 
to  have  no  more  commerce  with  the  French. 
On  this  occafion  the  commandant  gave  a  proof 
of  his  great  dexterity  in  managing  the  Indians. 
He  fo  well  cajoled  this  chief,  that,  by  means  of 
a  few  inconfiderable  prefents,  he  fent  him  back 
extremely  well  difpofed  to  remain  firm  in  oui- 
alliance.  This  nation  would  have  occafioned  us 
great  trouble,  had  they  declared  againft  us  ;  the 
Chicachas,  Natchez,  and  Yafous  would  have  im- 
mediately joined  them,  and  there  would  have 
been  no  longer  any  fafety  in  our  navigating  on 
the  MifTiffippi ;  even  though  thefe  four  nations 
had  not  carried  all  the  red  along  with  them  ; 
which,  however,  in  all  probability,  would  have  been 
the  cafe. 


i  ■ 


About  the  end  of  the  month,  an  inhabitant  of 
the  country  of  the  Illinois,  who  had  been  trading 
at  the  Miflbuti,  arrived  at  Biloxi,  and  gave  an  ac- 
count, that  he  and  one  or  two  Frenchmen  more, 
having  [){:^netrate(l  as  far  as  the  O<5lotatas,  who 
in  i*^i()  dcf^Mteu  the  Spaniards,  in  the  manner 
already  nuiidciicd,  had  been  very  well  received  by 
them  1  and  that  the  goods  they  had  carried  along 
with  them,  had  produced  feven  or  eight  hundred 
franks  of  lilver,  partly  wrought,  and  partly  in  in- 
gots i  that  fonic  of  tlicfc  Indi.'ns  had  accompanied 
them  as  far  as  the  Illinois,  and  had  afllired  M.  dc 
Boirt^riant,  that  tlie  Spaniard?,  from  whom  they 
had  taken  that  money,  got  it  from  a  mine  at  no 
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great  diftance  from  the  place,  where  they  encountered 
with  them  •,  and  that  they  had  offered  to  conduct 
the  French  thither,  which  otfer  the  commandant 
had  accepted.  Time  will  inform  us,  whether  thefe 
Indians  have  been  more  fincere  than  many  others, 
who  for  a  long  time  had  been  endeavouring  to 
<draw  the  French  amongft  them,  with  this  bait  of 
their  having  mines,  all  which  have  hitherto  proved 
only  imaginary  *. 

On  the  2 2d,  1  embarked  on  board  the  Bellona, 
which  fet  fail  on  the  30th.  On  the  fecond  of 
July,  we  reckoned  ourfelves  north  and  fouth 
of  Penfacola,  from  whence  we  thought  it  bed 
to  depart  •,  becaufe  the  longitude  of  the  mouth 
of  the  MiflilTippi  is  not,  as  yet,  well  determined. 
Since  that  time  till  the  twentieth,  nothing  remark- 
able happened.  Wc  had  then  the  fun  direflly 
above  our  heads,  and  in  our  voyage  from  the 
Martyrs  to  Biloxi,  had  laboured  under  the  greateft 
heats  of  the  folftice,  without  being  able  to  defend 
ourfelves  againft  them  in  any  fhape,  no  more  than 
againd  the  dews  which  fell  during  the  nights  in 
great  abundance.  Yer,  would  you  believe  it,  Ma- 
dam, we  fuffered  much  lefs  from  the  heat  in  this 
feafon,  than  we  had  done  in  the  month  of  April, 
before  our  Diip-wreck. 

Nothing  is,  however,  n)ove  certain,  and  I  then 
called  to  mind,  that  I  had  been  often  much  fur- 
prized  to  fee  perfons  born  within  the  tropicks  com- 
plaining heavily  of  the  great  heats  in  France. 
We  were  in  the  fame  fituation  in  the  month  of 
April,  we  then  experienced  the  fame  heats  which 

•  This  mineba-:  never  been  heard  of  fince  tlut  tini^. 
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are  fflt  in  France  and  even  in  Italy  ;  in  the  month 
of  July,  duiing  the  do[^-days,  we  had  the 
Tun  above  our  heads,  and  the  heat  was  cer- 
tainly much  greater,  but  more  lupportable.  This 
difference  does  not  arile  trom  the  winds,  tor 
we  not  only  had  them,  but  always  have  the 
fame  in  both  feafons.  Neither  was  it  owing  to 
their  being  more  accuUomed  to  them,  ior  we 
were  not  lubjed  to  thole  continual  fweats  which 
had  been  fo  troublelbme  to  us  in  the  month  of 
April. 

We  muft  therefore  fearcli  for  fomc  other  reafon, 
and  this  readily  prcfents  itfelf  to  mc.  In  the  fpring, 
the  air  is  ftiil  full  of  thofc  vapours  which  have  been 
collc6led  during  the  winter.  Thefe  vapours,  at 
the  approach  of  the  fun,  are  at  firft  fet  on  hre, 
and  ihis  is  what  occafions  thofe  unfufferable  heats 
and  profufe  iweats  with  which  we  were  opprefTed 
in  the  month  of  April  •,  we  were  almoit  always  as 
it  were  in  Halneo  Mariae.  Thefe  vapours  are  dif- 
floated  in  the  month  of  July,  and  though  the  fun 
was  niuch  nearer  us  the  leaft  air  of  wind  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  refrclh  us,  by  blunting  the  vigour  of  his 
rays,  then  almoft  perpendicular  over  our  heads  ; 
whereas  in  France  the  fun  never  thotouglily  dif- 
fipates  the  vapours,  as  he  does  between  the  tro- 
picks,  at  Icati  they  are  here  not  near  \o  groTs, 
which  is  the  caufe  tiiat  products,  not  only  the  dif- 
ference of  heat,  but  likewife  of  the  fenlation  of 
that  heat. 


On  the  twentieth,  wc  difcovered  the  fame  land 
of  Cuba  which    we  had    ktn  feven   days,   three 
months  before.     Two  things  occafioned  this  de- 
The  Hrfl:  was,  the  not  being  able  to  depend 
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caufc  at  that  time  his  rays  make  no  fenfible  angle  : 
on  which  account,  when  there  is  the  leaft  fulpiciua 
ot  being  near  the  land,  iailors  dare  not  carry  much 
fail  in  the  night-time.  The  fecond  was,  that  the 
captain  of  the  Bcilona  was  refolved  to  touch  at 
the  I  iavaiiuah  ;  and,  being  perfuaded,  that  th^ 
currents  let  to  the  tail,  he  made  as  much  weft- 
ing  as  he  thought  neceilary,  not  to  overfhooc  his 
port. 

He  was,  however,  very  near  pafTing  by  the  Ha- 
vannah,  without  knowing  it.  1  was  told,  early 
in  the  morning,  that  they  faw  land;  I  aflced  how 
it  appeared,  and  from  the  delcription  he  gave  me, 
I  was  certain,  that  it  v/as  Ccifede  Sed,  They  laugh- 
ed at  me,  and  two  officers  of  the  Adour,  who 
were  with  us,  were  the  firfl  to  maintain  that  I 
was  miitaken.  I  got  upon  deck  and  Hill  perfifted 
in  my  opinion  contrary  to  that  of  the  whole  crew, 
our  pilots  alfuring  us,  that  we  were  fixty  leagues 
farther  to  the  weft.  At  fun-fet  I  perceived  the  table 
of  Marianne,  but  I  was  flill  lingular  in  my  opi- 
nion i  in  the  meantime  we  had  a  contrary  wind, 
which  obliged  us  to  tack  all  night,  Handing  out  to 
fea-wards,  and  then  afterwards,  in  towards  the 
fhore. 

On  the  morrow,  at  mid-day,  we  were  flill  in 
fight  of  the  two  lands  which  had  been  the  fubjedt 
of  our  dilpute,  when  drawing  nearer  the  fliore, 
we  perceived  the  Havannah  before  us,  which  gave 
great  joy  to  the  captain,  he  having  a  large  private 
adventure,  which  he  expedled  to  difpofe  of  to  ad- 
vantage among  the  Spaniards.  His  intereft  did 
not  concern  me  •,  but  if  we  had  been  farther  out 
at  fea,  and  had  not  had  contrary  winds  during  the 
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night,  the  miftakes  and  obftinary  of  our  pilots 
and  officers  had  coft  us  dear.  The  wind  was  fair 
for  the  Flavannah,  and  about  five  in  the  evening 
we  were  about  a  league  frotn  it,  when  wc  HreH 
two  guns,  one  upon  hoifting  our  coloui  s,  and  the 
other  after  we  had  made  a  fignal  with  the  enfign, 
for  a  pilot  from  the  fort. 

None  appearing,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  the 
canoe  to  alk  leave  to  go  in  ;  but  it  being  now 
late,  this  was  deferred  till  next  day,  and  the  whole 
night  was  fpent  in  tacking.  On  the  twenty -third, 
an  officer  of  the  Bellona  went  ailiore,  in  order  to  afk 
the  governor*s  permiffion  to  water  and  purchafe 
provifions  in  his  harbour ;  becaufe  we  had  not 
been  able  to  lay  in  a  fufficient  quantity  at  Biloxi. 
This  was  only  a  pretenct^,  which  I  did  not  then 
know,  and  the  captain  defiring  me  to  accompany 
his  officer,  I  thought  myfclf  obliged  to  comply 
with  his  requefl. 

The  entrance  of  the  port  of  the  Havannah  !v!S 
north- weft  quarter  weft  :  on  the  left-hanJ,  on  go- 
ing in,  is  a  fort  built  upon  a  rock,  at  the  [oot 
of  which  all  vefTels  muft  pals  :  it  is  called  the 
fort  du  More,  It  ii>  a  folic  bui icing,  and  has  three 
good  batteries  of  brafs  cannon,  one  above  the 
other.  On  the  right-hand  is  a  row  of  baftions, 
which  feemed  to  me  to  be  newly  finifhed,  or  but 
lately  repaired.  The  entrance  is  in  this  place  but 
five  or  fix  hundred  paces  in  breadth,  and  is  fhuc 
up  with  an  iron  chain,  which  would  ftop  a  fhip 
for  a  confiderablc  time,  till  having  ftiattered  it 
mth  cannon-fhot  they  (hould   be   able  to  break 
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The  paflage  grows  afterwards  a  little  larger, 
till  you  come  to  the  town,  which  is  about  the  dil- 
tance  of  two  or  th«rce  hundred  paces.  The  chan- 
nel turns  from  thence  to  the  left  beyond  the  town, 
which  lies  upon  the  right,  and  this  is  all  I  can  fay 
of  it,  having  been  no  farther.  The  town  takes 
up  the  point  of  a  peninfula  •,  and  the  land  fide, 
which  is  its  whole  length,  is  defended  by  a  good 
wall  with  ballions.  It  has  a  very  agreeable  pro- 
fpedt,  after  you  have  pafTcd  the  fort  du  More, 
The  ftreets  are  well  laid  out,  the  quay  large  and 
in  good  condition,  and  the  houfes,  for  the  mofl 
part,  well  built ;  the  churches  are  pretty  numerous, 
and  fome  of  them  make  a  good  appearance, 
but  1  did  not  vifit  any  of  them.  In  a  word, 
a  town  in  which  there  is  twenty  thoufund  inhabi- 
tants does  not  make  a  finer  fhow,  but  tne  Ha- 
vannah,  as  1  have  tieen  told,  has  not  near  that 
number. 

On  my  landing,  I  met  with  feveral  failors  who 
had  belonged  to  the  Adour,  and  of  thofe  who  had 
gone  both  in  the  fliallop  and  in  the  canoe.  The 
firft  informed  me,  that  they  had  been  five  days  in 
making  this  port,  from  the  place  where  they  were 
caft  away,  having  been  almoft  the  whole  time  in 
the  mod  immediate  danger  of  pcriOiing.  I  had 
not  time  to  learn,  by  what  means  the  ilcor  i  had 
got  there.  But  the  furgeon  who  went  o-  joard 
our  canoe  at  fort  du  More  as  our  gjii  ,  took 
great  pains  to  fhew  me  Marlhal's  brigant -le,  men- 
tioned in  the  beginning  of  this  letter.  Me  had 
caft  anchor  along- fide  of  a  floop  fo  ver}  ;na!l  that 
it  could  not  contain  above  fifteen  or  twenty  men, 
who,  however,  carried  her  by  boarding.  It  mud 
be  confclfed,  that  the  crews  of  the  armed  veflcds 
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belongin^^  to  Cuba  aiu1  the  nciglibouring  ifland.. 
are  very  brave,  onr  buccaneers  having  been 
enured  to  war:  but  confideiirg  the  difpropor- 
tion  ot  force,  the  valoiir  and  cannon  of  the 
Enirlidi,  thefe  lait  mull:  needs  have  been  fur- 
prized. 

The  governor  received  lis  coldly,  and  after  ha- 
ving heard  us,  told  us,  that  he  fliould  have  been 
very  glad  to  have  granted  our  rcqucfl-,  but  that 
the  King  his  malter  had  tied  his  hands,  in  particu- 
lar, exprefsly  forbidding  him  to  receive  into  the 
harbour  any  veiTel  coming  from  Louifiana.  He 
added,  that  there  were  fevcral  places  on  the  fame 
coall,  vi^iiere  we  might  itop  without  any  danger, 
and  furnifh  ourfelves  with  what  refrefhments  we 
ftood  in  need  of.  We  were  obliged  to  reft  con- 
tented with  tliis  anfwer,  and  after  paying  a  vifit  to 
the  re6lor  of  the  jefuit's  college  in  this  city,  I  re- 
turned on  board. 


Next  day  being  the  24th,  we  were  north  of  the  Pan 
of  Matanzas,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  eleven  op- 
pofite  to  the  Rio  de  Ciroca^  where  there  is  a  Spanifli 
fettlement.  But  as  the  captain  was  refolved  to  try 
if  he  could  fi.cceed  better  at  Matanzas  than  he 
had  done  at  the  Havannah  ;  and  we  were  ftill  at 
thc'  diftance  of  feven  leagues  from  it,  he  turned 
to  and  fro  during  the  whole  night  •,  and,  on  the 
twenty  fifth,  at  bieak  of  day  we  found  ourfelves 
at  tlie  entrance  of  the  bay,  which  is  two  leagues 
over, 

But,  before  you  go  In,  you  muft  firft  double  a 
point  which  does  not  advance  very  far  into  the  fea, 
t:],en  make  a  '^ell;  courfe  for  the  fpace  of  a  league, 
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after  which  you  perceive  on  the  lame  hand,  being 
ihe  right,  another  point,  behind  v.hich  lies  the  lort, 
and  a  large  quarter  of  a  league  fartlier  than  the  town 
ot  Matanzas,  between  two  rivers  which  wafh  its 
walls  on  each  fide.  About  ten  o'clock  an  officer 
was  fent  to  the  fort  in  a  car.^e,  who  did  not  find 
the  commandant  ac  home,  lie  informed  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  pretended  necelTity  we  were  in  ;  buc 
this  officer  told  him,  he  could  not  take  it  upon 
himfclf  to  grant  him  the  permiflion  he  demanded ; 
that  all  he  could  do  was  to  fend  a  courier  to  the 
Havannah,  to  know  the  intentions  of  the  go- 
vernor of  that  city,  who  was  his  general ;  and 
that  if  this  fuited  us,  we  might  wait  at  anchor 
on  the  other  fide,  where  we  Ihould  be  in  more 
lafety. 

This  anfwer,  together  with  the  declaration  which 
the  pilots  then  thought  fit  to  make,  that  they  could 
nor.  undertake  to  carry  the  veflel  into  the  bay  of 
Matanzas,  by  reafon  tney  were  not  fufhciently  ac- 
quainted with  it,  at  lall  cietermined  the  captain 
to  continue  his  courfe,  with  all  his  adventure  on 
board,  for  the  fake  of  which  he  had  made  us  lofe 
at  leaft  fifteen  days  of  our  moft  precious  time. 
The  next  day  at  fix  in  the  morning,  we  had  ftill  be- 
hind us  and  within  fight  the  Pan  of  Matanzas, 
from  which  we  reckoned  ourfelves  diftant  from 
12  to  fifteen  leagues  •,  and,  on  the  27th,  at  five  in 
the  morning,  we  difcovered  the  land  of  Florida, 
frcm  the  mall-head. 

Upon  feeing  this,  we  fteered  north-north-eafl  *, 

two    hours   afterwards,   we  fteered   a  little  more 

ealtward,    but  at    nine   o'clock  kept   our  former 

courfe,  and  found  ourfelves  in   the  real  current  of 
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the  giilph  ;  for  we  went  like  an  arrow  out  of 
a  bov/.  At  this  time  we  faw  the  A  dour  from 
the  mart-head,  whole  hull  was  ahiioft  entirely  un- 
der w  .ter,  and  now  perceived  that  fhe  was  not 
cart  away  at  the  northernmoft  of  the  Martyrs, 
as  Tome  had  believed  •,  tor  we  were  abrcart  of  her 
at  half  an  hour  after  ten,  and  half  an  hour  after 
one,  the  iaft  of  thefe  iflands  was  ftiil  to  the  north 
ward  of  us. 

About  three  o'clock,  we  faw  from  the  tops  a 
breaker,  clofe  along-fide  of  which  our  courfe  lay, 
c*nd  fomcwhat  farther  a  flioal,  which  run  out  in- 
to the  offing.  1  his  ftioal  fecmed  to  be  the  end 
of  the  Martyrs,  and  in  order  to  clear  it,  wc 
fleered  the  remaining  part  of  the  day  fouth  and 
by  eart,  the  current  flill  carrying  us  to  the  north- 
ward, and  about  evening  we  made  a  north-eart 
courfe.  On  the  twenty  eighth  at  mid  day,  the 
pilot  reckoned  himfelf  at  the  entrance  of  the 
gulph,  being  in  twenty -five  degrees  thirty  mi- 
nutes ;  but,  at  half  an  hour  after  feven,  fearing 
lie  was  too  near  the  land,  he  turned  her  head 
fouth-^Hith-eaft  till  mid-night  with  a  very  good 
wind.  At  mid-night  he  continued  his  former 
courfe  •,  and  on  the  twenty  ninth  we  were 
out  of  fight  of  land.  At  fun-fet  we  reckoned 
we  were  out  of  the  gulph,  but  for  the  great- 
er fafety  we  lleered  north-north-caft,  till  ten 
o'clock. 
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During  all  the  reft  of  our  voyage,  till  our  ar- 
rival at  cape  Francois,  we  had  light  winds  and 
frequently  calms.  From  time  to  time  there  arofe 
rtorms,  when  the  fky  and  fea  were  on  fire,  and 
the  vertel  lying  along  on  one  fide,  went  like  the 
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wind  i    but  this  did  not  laft,  and  rain  of  a  quar- 
ter of   an    hour's   duration   cleart^d  the  Iky    and 
laid    the    waves  of   the    fca  -,     which  greatly  re- 
iembled   thole  perfons    who   are    of  a  foft   and 


'iolent 


mild  temper,  but  -are  fomctimes  liable  to  vi 
fits  of  pafllon,  which,  however,  are  foon  ap- 
peafcd.  I  imagine  that  the  currents  contribute 
to  calm  the  fea  fo  fpecdiiy  after  thefe  violent 
agitations.  They  are  indeed  very  fenfibly  felt 
throughout  all  this  paflTage,  and,  befides,  with  their 
continual  variation,  difconcert  the  mofl:  expert 
pilots. 

After  leaving  the  gulph  of  Florida,  the  ftreighc 
courfe  for  St.  Domingo  would  be  fouth-eaft  ;  but 
the  winds,  which  almoft  conftantly  blow  from  the 
carter n  quarter,  prevent  this  courfe  being  fleer- 
ed, fb  that  it  is  necefl'ary  to  go  as  high  as  Ber- 
mudas, which  it  would  even  be  convenient  to 
make,  if  pofTible,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  the 
longitude.  For  want  of  this,  velTels  are  fome- 
times  obhged  to  go  as  far  to  the  north-ward  as 
the  great  bank  of  Newfoundland,  that  they  may  be 
fure  of  being  far  enough  to  the  eaflvvard  to  avoid 
all  thofe  rocks  which  lie  to  the  northward  of 
3t.  Domingo. 

This  great  circuit,  however,  has  not  always 
been  taken  in  going  from  the  gulph  of  Mexico 
to  this  ifland.  At  the  firfl  difcovery  of  the  new 
world,  af^ter  coafling  along  the  northern  fide  of 
C  uba,  as  far  as  point  Ilaque,  which  is  its  eaf- 
tern  extremity,  about  fourteen  leagues  from  Ma- 
tanzas,  they  turned  to  the  right,  leaving  on 
the  left  all  the  Lucayo  iflands  of  which  Ba^ 
jiama  is    the  chief.     This  is  what  is   called   the 

old 
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old    ftr.iits   of  Bahama,    in  which    there  is    water 

tor    the    largtlt   fliip  ,    but   fo   full    of  rocks  and 

IhoaLs,    tliat    at   prcfcint   it  is  only  ufcd  by  i'mall 

vcfrtis. 

After  havinp;  made  the  latitude  of  thirty  de- 
grees and  a  1m IF,  our  pilots  reckoned  rhem- 
felves  far  enoufj;h  to  the  eaft  to  n:ecr  fouth, 
without  fear  (;f  falling  upon  any  of  thofc 
flioals  I  have  mentioned.  They  therefore  fleer- 
ed boldly  to  the  I'outh,  and  in  a  few  days  made 
great  way,  failing  continually  upon  a  fine  fea, 
and  carried  along  by  the  trade  winds.  On  the 
twenty  fcventh  of  Augufl  the  man  who  was 
looking  out  at  the  mall- head,  cried  out  Lami, 
which  occafioned  a  great  joy,  which,  however, 
was  but  fliort  •,  for  on  his  coming  down  and 
being  afked  if  it  was  high  land,  he  anfwer- 
ed  that  it  was  very  low,  confequcntly  could 
be  no  other  than  one  of  the  Caicoes  or  lurk 
if.ands. 


We  were  very  lucky  in  feeing  them  by  day, 
for  had  we  fallen  in  with  them  in  the  night,  we 
mufl:  have  been  infallibly  fhip-wrecked  and  every 
perfon  loft  -,  for  rhefe  iflands  have  no  banks, 
moft  of  theni  are  furrounded  with  reefs  of  rocks, 
which  run  far  out  to  fea,  between  which  there  are 
fmall  channels,  where  there  is  not  water  enough 
lor  a  Iliallop.  Befides,  they  are  fo  very  low, 
that  they  are  not  fcen  in  the  night-time,  till  one 
IS  upon   them. 

But  our  having  difcovered  our  danger  did  not 
fave  us ',   the  land  which  we  faw  before  us  feefn- 

ed 
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cd   a  pretty  larcre  illancl   and  well- wooded  in  Ho 
vera!    j)laccs     which    made    us  ronclude   it   was 
the  (jrand  Cnicos,   and  confequently  that  we  were 
torty   or    liity    leagues    too   tar  to  the   wrilward. 
To  gain  our   lontytiide,   we  nui(l"»   p-.TJiaps,  havt» 
been     oblij_;ed    to    llccr     two    or    three    imn'.ircd 
leagues  to  the  northward,   and  laid  our  account, 
with  a  voyage  of    five    or   fix   weeks.     But  thi; 
was     impradbicable  ♦,     tor    we    liad    fcarce     water 
and   provilions  for  fifteen   days,   with  the   greiir- 
clt    aconomy.       The    captain    was    prodi<.!;iouflv 
cmbarraircd,    he   faw    jiis  pilots   in  the  fault,    hr. 
had  rcafon   to    reproach    himlelf  with  having  re-, 
pofed    too  "■»!""'     confidence    in    them,    and    not 
having   taw. a   an   obfeivation    himlcif,    and  with 
having  conltantly  preferred  the  opinion  ot  the  le- 
cond    pilot,    a   young   blundering    prefumpruous 
fellow,  to  that  of  the  firfl,  who  was  a  much  abler 
and  more  experienced  fcaman,  and  never  had  ap- 
proved their  management. 

It  was,  in  the  mean  time,  ncccfTary  to  take  a 
refolution  on  the  fpot :  had  we  met  with  a 
gale  of  wind  at  north,  it  would  have  thrown  us 
upon  thefe  low  lands,  where  we  mult  all  have 
infallibly  perifhed.  But  as  no  meafure  could 
be  pitched  upon  which  had  not  its  inconve- 
niencies,  the  captain  rcfolved  to  have  the  ad- 
vice of  all  the  people.  One  propofed  a  fafe 
expedient,  which  was  to  bear  away  before  t:  e 
wind  for  Carolina,  where  we  could  arrive  in  ten 
or  twelve  days,  and  there  purchafe  provifions. 
This  advice  was  reje(fled  and  another  followed, 
which  put  all  to  the  hazard,  and  feemed  to  me 
to  be  folely  infpired  by  delpair ;  and  this  was  to 
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coafl:  along  the  grand  Caicos,  till  we  came  to  the 
opening  between  all  thefe  rocks  and  the  fiahama 
iQands. 


This  Is  the  paflagc  for  all  the  veflTels  which 
return  from  St,  Domingo  to  France,  but  then 
there  is  nothing  to  tear,  for  they  can  take  their 
own  time  to  enter  the  flraics,  and  this  paflfage 
lying  open  to  the  north -weft,  they  are  almoft 
certain  of  having  good  weather  to  carry  them 
through  it.  But  in  order  to  enter  on  the  fide  in 
which  we  were,  we  muft  reckon  on  the  north- 
eaft,  and  ic  is  a  great  chance  to  tind  the  wind  on 
that  point.  Thus  none  that  we  know  of  have  as 
yet  attempted  this  paflage.  In  fhort,  we  were  re- 
folved  to  run  all  hazards,  and  drew  near  the  grand 
Caicos. 


i. 
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Two  hours  after  mid-day,  we  were  no  more 
than  a  cannon-fhot  from  it,  and,  perhaps,  we  were 
the  firfl,  who  v/ithouc  an  indifpenfable  neceflity 
had  ventured  fo  near  it  in  a  (hip.  The  coafl 
is,  however,  very  clear,  and  about  feven  or  eight 
foot  high,  fometimes  a  little  more,  but  deep  and 
without  any  beach.  The  foil  has  not  every  where 
the  appearance  of  barren.  Geographers  place 
this  ifland  dire^bly  under  the  tropick,  which 
Was  a  poinc  we  could  not  examine  into,  it 
being  then  hazy  v/cather ;  but  I  believe  it 
lies  a  little  farther  to  the  fouthward,  for  there 
certainly  is  not  three  degrees  difference  of  la- 
titude, between  (his  idand  and  cape  Francois. 

We  coafted  along  the  grand  Caicos  till  four 
(>*clock  in  the  evening,    having  both  wind   and 

currents 
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currents   in   our  favour.      Then  fending   a   man 
up  to  the   maft-head  to  obferve  what  was  before 
us,  he  foon  came  down,  telling   us  that  he  had 
feen   the  extremity  of  the  iflandi    but  that  be- 
yond it  he  could  difcover  nothing  but  low  lands 
interfedted    with   channels    in    which    the    water 
appeared  entirely  white.     Upon  hearing  this,  we 
thought    proper    to    tack,    and    lay    the    veflers 
head    north-north-eaft.      At    mid-night    we    lay 
fouth-fouth-eaft,    and  it    feemed   as   if  the  wind 
turned  about  at  our   pleafure  •,    but  it  was  very 
weak  and    the    currents    carried    us  with   grcac 
violence    to    the   weftward  •,     fo    that    at    break 
of   day    the    low    lands    and     fhoals   which    we 
the    evening   before    faw   fo    far    a-hcad   of   us, 
were    now    almoll    as    far   behind   us,    and    the 
paflage  we  were  in  qucft  of   began  to  open. 

The  moment  now  approached  which  was  to 
.decide  our  fate,  and  what  gave  us  great  hopes 
was,  that  the  wind  by  degrees  veered  about 
to  the  north-eaft.  At  eleven  o'clock  we  lay 
fouth-eaft  one  quarter  fouth,  and  foon  after 
fouth-eaft ;  but  the  currents  made  us  fall  (o 
fad  to  leeward,  that  we  fcarce  made  a  fouth 
courfe.  At  noon  we  had  no  obfervacion,  and 
the  weftcrn  point  of  the  Caicos  lay  north  quar- 
ter north-ealh  At  lall,  in  an  hour's  time  we 
were  got  into  the  palTage  -,  and  I  cannot  bet- 
ter explain  to  you  what  appeared  on  the  faces 
of  all,  in  proportion  as  we  advanced  in  the 
channel,  than  by  comparing  it  to  what  hap- 
pens to  thofe  animals  which  are  put  into 
the  receiver  of  an  air-pump,  and  lie  as  dead 
when   the  air  is   almofl  all   extraded   out  of  it, 

but 
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but   arc  reflorcd  to  life  by  degrees,    when  it  is 
luffcrcd  flowly  to  enter  again. 

We  durft:  no%  however,  flatter  ourfelves  with 
being   able    to   make    cape    Francois,    which  lay 
to  the  windward,  but   we  could  not  mifs  Peri  de 
paix,  or  at    lealt  I.eoi^ane ;  and  after  the  extreme 
danger   we    had    juft  efcaped,    we    thought  our- 
felves  very   lucky,    provided   we    could   get   into 
any   harbour.      At  mid-night,    we  had   a  pretty 
violent  gale  of  wind  at  fouth,  but   of  fhort  du- 
ration ;    and   next  day  about   nine  o'clock  in   the 
morning,  we    perceived    the  land  of  St.   Domin- 
go,   but  could   not  diftinguifli   what  part   it  was 
all  that  day,  it  being  very  foggy.     A  veflel,  which 
we  reckoned  from  her  appe.irance  might  be  a  pri- 
vateer,  took   us  up  good  part  of  the  afternoon  : 
we   prepared   feriouHy  for  an   engagement,  or  ra- 
ther to  d(!fend  ourfelves  in  cafe  we  Ihould  be  at- 
tacked ;  for  we  diJ  not  change  our  courfe  to  give 
chace. 

At  lafl:  we  difcovered,  (Tie  was  only  a  fmall 
veHelj  a  hundred  -^  id  fitty  tons  burthen  at  moft, 
and  was  probab'y  more  afraid  of  us.  By  her 
courfe  we  imagined  (he  had  come  out  of  Cape 
Francois,  and  leemed  to  be  deep  loaded.  The 
whole  night  vve  made  tacks  to  the  north-eaft, 
with  a  little  variation,  which  gained  us  ground, 
and  as  loon  as  it  was  day,  we  perceived  to 
our  great  joy,  that  we  were  to  the  windward 
ot  cape  Francois.  We  had  a  full  view  of  it, 
and  were  almolt  dole  in  with  it,  but  there  was 
i'o  little  wind,  that  we  could  not  get  in  be- 
fore   rhe  tirit  of   September,    at  four  o'clock    in 

the 
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the  evening.  Since  that  time  I  have  not  had 
as  yet  a  moment  to  myfclf  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  this  country  •,  and  this  letter  is  aficcd 
from  me  to  put  on  board  a  vefTel  which  is  bound 
for  Nants.  I  intend  to  depart  myfclf  in  tif- 
teen  days  for  Havre  de  Grace,  from  whence 
I  fhall  have  the  honour  to  write  you  once 
more. 


-> 


I  am,     &c. 


Vol.  II. 
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LETTER      XXXVL 


Defcriptwn  of  Cape  Fran9ols  in  St.  Domingo. 
Return  to  France,  and  the  Author's  touching 
in  England. 


Rouen,  Januarys,  1723. 

Madam, 

I  Staid  but  a  day  at  Havre,  not  caring  to  mifs 
the  Rouen  coacii,  and  am  come  here  to  re- 
freih  myfdf  after  the  longeft  and  fevereft  voy- 
age 1  have  ever  as  yet  made  at  fea.  I  am  now 
entirely  recovered,  and  fhall  tnalce  ufe  of  the  ftorc 
Se^  my  waiting  for  the  Par  s  coach  affords 
me,  to  finilh  the  account  of  ail  my  adventures 
for  thefe  laft  two  years  and  an  half  have  been 
rambling  over  the  different  parts  of  the  world. 

Cape  Fran90is  in  St.  Domingo,  is  the  harbour 
where  the  French  carry  on  the  greateft  trade  m 
Til  America.  Properly  fpeaking,  it  >s  only  a  bay. 
not  ^te  a  league  In  depth,  the  entrance  of  wh.ch 
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is  very  wide  :  but  this  entrance  is  encumbered 
with  reels,  in  iailing  betwixt  which  too  much 
precaution  cannot  be  uled.  On  going  in,  you 
muft  keep  on  your  rij^^ht  along  a  point  on  which 
is  a  redoubt  mounted  witli  cannon  -,  but  it  is  cuf- 
tomary  before  engaging  in  thel'e  narrow  paflTes, 
where  two  fhips  cannot  go  a-breafb,  to  get  a  pilot 
from  the  tort ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  delirc 
of  faving  a  pidole,  which  is  his  fee,  from  occa- 
fioning  people  to  riik  the  lofing  their  velftds,  it 
is  very  wifely  ordered,  that  this  fum  (hall  be 
paid,  even  fhould  they  come  in  without  his  afllf- 
tance. 


'm 


The  tovv'n  flands  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay, 
upon  the  riglit  fide.  It  is  not  very  confider- 
able,  becaule  ahnoll  all  but  thofe  who  are  tradef- 
men,  fliop-kcepcrs,  foldiers,  or  inn-keepers,  re- 
fide  in  "he  plain,  as  much  as  their  duty  will  fuf- 
fer  tic  i.fficers;  the  exercife  of  jullice,  the  ma- 
gillr  tu  ;  and  the  affairs  oi  trade  thofe  who  are 
concerned  in  ir,  Jvi';  is  to  fay,  almoit  all  thofe  who 
are  reckoned  here  people  of  credit  :  fo  that,  in 
order  to  fee  gerueel  company,  you  muft  go  to  the 
country.  1  hus  nothing  can  be  more  charming 
than  the  plain,  and  the  vallics  betwixt  the  moun- 
tains with  which  it  is  furiounded.  The  houfes 
are  lior  mao;nihcent  but  decent  and  conveni- 
cnt,  and  the  roads  are  in  a  ftreight  line,  ot 
a  good  breadth,  bordered  with  hedges  of  ci- 
trons, and  fomeLimes  planted  with  large  trees, 
und  cur  Irom  fpacc  to  fpace  with  rivulets  of 
a  clear  frcOi  water.  All  the  plantations  feem 
Y-.ry  well  cultivated,  and  are  indeed  very  fine 
pleaiure-houfes :  an  air  of  eafe  is  every  where 
'o  be  itcn,  which  givc;j  a  great  deal  of  plcafure. 

Thii 
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This  plain  is  the  north-weft  extremity  of  that 
famous  Vega  Realy  fo  much  fpoke  of  in  the  Spa- 
nifli  hiftorics  of  St.  Domingo,  and  laid  to  be  eigh- 
ty leagues  in  length,  an  J  by  the  famous  biOiop 
of  Chiappa,  Bartholomew  de  las  Cafas,  to  be  wa- 
tered by  live  and  twenty  thoufimd  rivers.  But 
founding  names  coft  the  hipaniards  notiiing  ;  thele 
pretended  rivers  arc,  for  the  moft  parr,  no- 
thing but  imall  brooks,  the  number  of  which  is 
indeed  incredible,  and  would  render  this  royal  plain 
iomething  more  deliL;^luful  and  charniing  than 
the  valley  of  lempe,  fo  much  boaft-d  of  among 
the  Greeks,  if  it  did  not  lie  within  the  torrid 
zone.  I'here  are  even  places  where  the  air  is  ex- 
tremely wholfome,  and  lieat  fupportable,  fuch  as 
that  where  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  los  Cavo.l- 
lercs  has  been  built;  and  the  lame  thing  may  be 
faid  of  the  vallies  between  the  mountains,  with  which 
the  plain  of  the  Cape  is  bounded  to  the  fouthward. 
They  arc  beginning  to  be  peopled,  and  will  be  foon 
more  fo  than  the  plain  itfelf,  on  account  that 
there  are  few  fick  ^^eople  there  ;  and  that  thofe 
who  coqie  from  other  places  foon  recover  of  their 
difbempcrs,  after  all  other  remedies  have  failed  of 
fuccel's. 


I  was  in  all  the  plantations  near  the  town,  but 
had  not  leifure  to  make  many  obfervations  on 
them.  Befides,*  in  the  day-time  it^was  extreme- 
ly hot ;  and  in  the  evening  alter  fun-fet,  mufket- 
toes  and  other  fuch  like  inieds  prevented  me  from 
walking  far.  Thefe  infedls  fix  patricularly  upon 
new  comers,  who  have  a  tenderer  fkin  and  freflier 
blood.  I  have  been  informed,  that  in  the  Spanifli 
part  of  this  iQand,  they  are  free  from  this  incon- 
venience •,  but  in  recompence  \vj  have  no  venom- 
ous ferpents,  of  which  they  have  great  numbers. 

B  b   3  It 
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(     374     ) 
It    has    likcwife   been   obferved   to  me,    that    a^^ 
garden   (luff,    except  lettuce,  mull  in  this  iflan^ 
be  renewed  every  year  with  feed  from  Europe. 

The  mofl  curious  things  I  have  feen  here  are 
the  fugar-mills ;  but  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  them, 
as  father  Labat  has  treated  of  them  in  a  much 
better  manner  than  I  can  pretend  to  do.  Next 
to  the  fi.gar,  the  greateft  riches  of  this  colony  con- 
fills  in  the  Indigo,  which  the  fame  author  has 
Jikewile  handled  very  learnedly.  This  plant  has 
an  irreconcilcablc  enemy,  which  makes  as  great 
havock  amongil  it,  as  darnel  does  among  our 
corn.  It  is  an  herb  called  Mai  tiommee^  and  in 
fpringinr;  from  the  eardi  carries  a  feed  which 
fpreads  every  where.  It  grows  in  a  tuft,  and  by 
its  bulk,  and  prodigious  iruitiulners,  flifles  the 
Indigo  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  kills  it  •,  fb  that 
if  it  makes  the  lead  progrefs  in  a  field,  it  is  en- 
tirely loft. 

The  coafts  of  Sx..  Domingo  are  not  very  plen- 
tifully fupf  lied  with  fifh  •,  but  a  little  out  at  fea,  all 
forts  of  them  are  to  be  found.  Coining  from 
Louifiana,  we  caught,  in  particular,  a  great  many 
gilt  heads  or  bonettas,  upon  which  filh  our  fea- 
men  pretend  to  have  made  a  very  fingular  obferva- 
tion.  Which  is,  that  when  this  fifh  is  catched 
before  the  moon  comes  to  its  height,  its  flefli  is 
firm  and  of  an  exquifite  tafte,  whereas  when  it  is 
taken  in  the  wane,  it  is  infipid,  of  no  confiftence, 
and  looks  like  flerti  boiled  to  rags.  It  is  true,  that 
we  experienced  both  the  one  and  the  other,  in  the 
two  fcafons  ;  but  that  this  always  happens,  and 
that  the  moon  is  really  the  caufe  of  it,  is  what  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  affirm. 

We 
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(  375  ) 
We  departed  from  cape  Francois  in  a  merchant 
fliip  belonging  to  Havre  called  Louis  '^,  Bourbon^ 
and  commanded  by  one  of  the  ablcft  navigators  I 
have  known  :  but  we  were  fcarcc  out  at  fca  when 
we  perceived  that  fiie  made  water  in  two  places, 
fo  that  during  the  whole  paffage,  which  lafted  for 
ninety  two  days,  they  were  obliged  to  pump  morn- 
ing and  evening,  which  together  with  the  fcarci- 
ty  of  provifions,  which,  indeed,  had  been  laid  in, 
in  abundance,  but  had  been  by  no  means  mana- 
ged during  the  firft  month,  occafioned  our  cap- 
tain to  be  frequently  upon  the  point  of  touching 
at  the  Azores.  W'c  fliould  have  been  reduced 
to  greater  inconveniencies  f^ill,  had  we  fallen  into 
the  ihare  which  a  captain  of  an  Englifli  Ihip 
laid  for  us,  whom  we  fell  in  with  about  half 
way. 

He  had  left  Jamaica,  in  company  with  a  fleet, 
of  which,  as  he  faid,  he  had  been  at  firft  the  beft 
Tailor ;  but  in  loading  his  Ihip,  having  been  fo  im- 
prudent as  to  ftow  all  his  provifions  in  the  fame 
place,  it  happened,  that  in  proportion  as  thefe 
were  confumed,  his  vefTel  loft  her  trim,  and  by 
degrees  that  advantage  he  had  over  the  reft,  fo 
that  at  laft  he  was  left  behind  by  the  whole  fleet : 
we  met  him,  indeed,  alone  and  going  fo  flowly, 
that  compared  with  him  our  vefTel,  which  was  by 
no  means  a  flyer,  weut  like  a  bird  ;  and  he  was  afraid 
that  his  provifion  Oiould  entirely  fail  him,  before 
he  could  reach  England.  He  told  us  his  uneafi- 
nefs  at  tliis,  and  to  explain  himfelf  better,  invited 
himfelf  to  dine  on  board  us.  He  was  anfwered, 
that  he  fhould  be  very  welcome,  and  our  captain 
Ihortened  fail  to  wait  for  him. 

B  b  4  During 
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During  dir»ncr-time  thcconvcrfation  turned  upon 
our  couric,  and  he  afkcd  us  where  wc  believed  wc 
were.  The  captain  fhcweil  him,  at  which  he  ap- 
peared furprized.  1  le  afUiretl  us  afterwards  that 
wc  were  at  lead  two  hundred  leagues  farther  ad- 
vanced than  we  thought  we  were  -,  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  prove  hy  the  lad  lands  he  liad  ob- 
icrved.  'I  his  gave  great  plcafure  to  the  mod  part 
ol  nvir  peopjr,  wlio  were  already  very  uneafy  at  fo 
long  a  padage,  and  at  ueing  obliged  to  ftrugglc 
continually  ngainfb  boillious  winds  and  a  tcmpcftu- 
ous  r.a,  ih  avoryrr.izy  vcflM.  But  1  hadfome  fufpici- 
on  tiat  the  I'.nglifh  Captain  only  laid  we  were  fo  far 
advanced,  in  orrler  to  induce  us  to  part  with  fome 
of  our  provilions,  1  communirutcd  my  fufpicion 
to  our  captain,  who  told  me  he  was  of  t:i<;  lame 
f^pinion,  and   contented   idmiclf  with   treatino:  our 
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r^uclt    <i;entce!iy    and    evaciinf^ 


is  deman  1.  He 
continued  his  courfe  upon  his  uwn  reckoning, 
which  he  found  fo  julT,  that  he  entered  the  chan- 
nel the  fame  day,  and  almoft  the  fame  hour,  he  had 
faid  fonic  time  before  he  would  do. 
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On  the  fecnnd  of  Dfceinbrr,  without  any  ap- 
parent necefilry,  v;e  wer^t  into  Plymouth  harbour, 
but  our  captain  had  certainly  fome  bufinefs  there. 
We  found  there  lalhetis  a  King's  frigate,  which  a 
gale  of  wind  had  entirely  difibled,  though  it  was 
her  firft  voyage  from  Havre  de  Grace,  where  fhe 
had  been  built.  She  was  under  the  command  of 
the  Chevalier  de  Fontcnay,  who  was  bound  for 
the  American  iflands  againd  the  pirates,  who  had 
lately  taken  a  great  many  veffels.  As  foon  as  he 
knew  I  was  in  the  harbour,  he  did  me  the  honour 
of  paying  me  a  vifit,  before  I  could  have  the  op- 
portunity of  paying  my  duty  to  him,  and  carried 
mc  on  board  his  vcffcl,   where  I  fpent   in  a  very 

agreeable 
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agrccublc   mnnncr,    all   the   time   I    was   in   tins 
port. 

Plymouth  is  one  of  the  five  large  ports  of 
Fnglanf!,  and  one  ot  the  fined  in  lujrope.  It  is  a 
double  one,  and  before  you  enter  it  you  rr.iill 
pafs  under  the  cannon  of  the  citadel.  From  thenrp. 
you  turn  to  the  right,  in  order  to  go  into  the 
town  harbour,  which  is  the  fmallcft,  and  there 
the  Thetis  lay  at  an  anchor.  You  turn  to  the 
left,  in  order  to  enter  the  other  harbour,  where 
the  King's  vefTels  are  laid  up  oppofite  to  a  mag- 
nificent arfenal.  This  harbour  is  of  greit  ex- 
tent, and  we  anchored  at  its  mouth,  bivaufc 
the  wind  was  then  fair  to  go  higher  up  the  than- 
rel. 

The  town  of  Plymouth  is  of  no  great:  ronfc- 
quence,  but  the  country  about  it  where  1  Ircquent- 
ly  amufcd  myfcif  with  walking,  is  very  agree- 
able. I  have  not  ken  a  richer  country :  the 
weather  wa<^  very  mild,  the  fields  as  green  as  in 
rpring  -,  and  I  law  fheep  of  a  monltrous  fize 
feeding  upon  them.  Their  wool  is  very  good, 
but  their  flefli  being  too  grofs  has  a  baa  relifh  ; 
their  beef,  on  the  other  hand,  is  excellent,  becaufe 
it  is  very  fat. 

On  the  eve  of  the  Conception  and  all  the 
day  of  the  feftival,  they  never  ceafed  ringing  in 
one  of  the  two  belfreys  which  are  at  Plymouth  ; 
and  though  there  were  but  tw'o  bells,  I  never 
heard  ringii-g  which  gave  me  greater  pleafure. 
I  afked  in  whofe  honour  this  was  done ;  for 
I  fufpedled  that  it  was  not  done  in  honour  of  the 
holy  virgin,  and  was  told  that  it  was  a  cuftom  in 
this  country,  when  any  one  makes  a  great  enter- 
tainment 


(  378  ) 
talnment,  to  pay  the  ringers  for  their  trouble.  I 
like  wife  obferved  juft  upon  the  harbour,  and 
not  far  from  the  town,  a  large  and  very  ancient 
building,  which  was  made  ule  of  for  an  inn, 
but  did  not  feem  to  have  been  built  for  that 
purpofe  •,  I  was  told,  that  it  was  the  remains  of 
a  celebrated  abby  of  the  Benedidines. 

I  fliould  have  been  well  pleafed  to  take  the  tour 
of  Plymouth  and  the  country  about  it,  but  the 
Chevalier  de  Fontenay  advifed  me  againft  it ; 
becaufe  every  thing  was  then  fufpedled  in  Plngland, 
on  i.iccount  of  the  affair  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  which  Vv'as  ftill  recent.  I  could  not,  indeed, 
appear  in  my  habit  at  Plymouth,  or  in  places  that 
were  inhabited,  without  being  expofed  to  fome 
infukv,  and  it  was  too  iatc  to  put  on  another  drefs, 
fevcral  of  me  Englifh  having  feen  me  in  my  own, 
ib  that  I  was  reduced  to  the  necefTity  of  walking  on- 
Jy  in  lome  fields  near  the  harbour,  where  nobody 
was  to  be  met  with.  I  had,  however,  good  com- 
pany on  board  the  Thetis.  The  Chevalier  dc 
Fontenay  has  been  all  over  the  world,  and  has 
befides,  an  underftanding  extremely  well  culti- 
vated. I  have  feen  and  heard  of  him,  inftance 
of  a  generofity  truly  heroick.  But  what  crowns 
all  thefe  eftimable  qualities,  is  a  great  fund  of 
rcli?^ion  and  fincere  piety.  He  feems  to  have 
con  i  Li'-ated  his  fentiments  to  his  officers, 
who'ij  1  faw  almoft  all  of  them  prefent  at  the 
fan  :nen?'s,  and  nothing  can  be  more  edifying 
i:h;.'    his  whole  crew,  by  whom  he  is  adored. 
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At  laft,  on  Chriftmas  night,  after  I  had  cele- 
brated three  mafles,  we  fet  fail,  and  the  whole  day 
had  a  fair  wind.  Two  frigates  of  fifty  guns  each 
had  weighed  anchor  two  hours  before  us,  which 
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we  foon  came  up  with.     This  furprlzed  me,  be- 
caufc  we  did   not  fail  very  well  ourfclves ;   but 
what  aftoniflied  me  ftill  more,  was  to  fee  thefe  vef- 
fels  under  fail,  which,  if  1  had  not  feen  them  get 
under  way,  I  fliould  not  have  believed  to  be  the  fame, 
which  appeared  to  be  fo  large  in  the  harbour  •,   on 
which  I  was  told  this  was  owing  to  a  particular 
conftrudion,  and  manner  of  rigging,  contrived  on 
purpofe  to   draw   the   pirates   into  a  fnare;   and 
that  on  this  account  they  are  called  in  the  ftyle  of 
failors  des  Attrapes  Lourdeaux.     In   efFeft,    it   is 
faid,  that  the  pirates   feeing  them,   and  judging 
them  from  their  appearance  to  be  merchantmen, 
bear  down  upon  them,  as  to  a  certain  prey.     But 
when  they  are  engaged  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not 
to  be  able  to  extricate  themfelves,  they  find  whom 
they  have  to  deal  with,  and  are  taken  in  tlie  trap 
without   being  able  to  make  any  refiibnce  ;    fo 
that  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  Engliih  are 
thofe  whom  the  pirates  ftand  mod  in  fear  of,  and 
whom  they  ufe  woiil  when  they  can  get  them  in- 
to their  hands. 


The  night  following,  we  met  with  as  terrible  a 
florm,  as  I  have  feen  tor  a  long  time  in  the  Chan- 
nel. The  next  day  in  the  morning,  though  the 
wind  was  almofi:  entirely  fallen,  the  fea  was  ftill 
in  fuch  agitation  as  to  terrify  the  boldeft ;  we  even 
fhipped  fome  feas  which  put  ns  in  great  danger ; 
one,  in  particular,  came  into  the  cabbin,  when  I 
was  beginning  to  fay  mafs,  which  prevented  me 
from  going  on  ;  and  when  about  noon  we  got  in- 
to Havre  de  Grace,  every  one  afked  us  how  we 
had  been  able  to  bear  up  againft  the  tempeft, 
which  had  made  its  efftdls  be  felt  even  in  the  har- 
bour. 

But 


(  SSO  ) 
But  they  might  have  been  ili'l  much  more  fur- 
priztd  how  we  came  to  (land  it  out,  when  two 
days  after,  our  vcliel  being  hauled  afliore,  fell 
to  pieces  through  i-ottennefs.  This  was  the  firfl: 
news  I  heard  after  my  arriva'  here.  Judge  you. 
Madam,  on  what  tenurt  we  held  our  lives  nn  board 
fuch  a  vefiel,  during  a  voyage  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred leagiics,  in  a  leafon  when  the  iea  is  always 
in  a  fury  \  and  what  thanks  we  ought  to  render 
to  Almighty  God,  not  only  for  delivering  us 
from  fo  imminent  a  danger,  but  likewifc  for  keep- 
ing it  from  our  knowkdg-s  which  alone  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  make  us  die  a  thoufand 
times,  through  mere  fear. 
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I  am,   &:c. 
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of  both  Nations,  neatly  engrav'd  and  colour'd. 
Price  5  s. 

12.  A  Didlionary  of  the  Englijh  Language, 
wherein  the  Significations  of  Words  are  illuftra- 
ted  by  Examples  from  the  bed  EngUfo  Writers, 
2  Vols.  Folio.  Price  4I.  10  s.  An  Abridgment 
of  the  fame  Work,  in  which  the  Examples  are 
excluded,  is  printed  in  2  Vols.  8vo.     Price  10  s. 

13.  A  Map  of  the  Middle  Britilh  Colonies  in 
North-America,  with  a  printed  Analyfis  of  the 
fame.     Quarto.     Price  9  s.  fewed, 

14.  The  Five  Books  of  PolybiuG,  tranflated  from 
tlie  Greek,  by  Mr.  Hampton.  Qiiarto.  Price 
I  1.    I  s. 

15.  A  New  Hiftory  of  the  Eaft- Indies,  ancient 
and  modern,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Religion, 

Government, 
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BOOKS  Printed  for  R.  and  J.  Dodslev. 

Government,  Manners  and  Cuftoms,  Natural  Hif- 
tory.  Revolutions,  &c.  of  thefc  Countries ;  and 
alfo  an  Account  of  the  Rife,  Prog^^efs,  and  prefent 
State  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Europeans  to  the 
Indies,  2  Vols.  8vo.     Price  10.  s. 

16.  An  Account  of  the  European  Settlements 
in  /imericay  2  Vols.  8vo.     Pjice  8  s. 

17.  Conjun6l  Expeditions:  or  Expeditions 
which  have  been  executed  jointly  by  the  Fleet  and 
Army,  from  the  Time  of  C^far,  to  the  Affair  of 
Rochtbrt,  &c.  inclufive,  by  Thomas  More  Mo^ 
lyneuxy  Elq-,    Price  bound  7  s.  6  d. 

18.  Davila's  Civil  Wars  of  Fr^;/r^.  Tranflated 
from  the  Italiauy  by  Mr.  Farnworth^  2  Vols.  4to. 
Price  bound  i  1.   15  s. 

19.  Travels  into  ^^ypt^  Pala-jline^  or  the  Holy- 
Land^  Synn^  Mefofotamia^  Cyprus^  and  Candiay  &c. 
By  Richard  PocockCy  L.  L.  IJ.  F.  R.  S.  now  Lord 
Bifhop  ot  OJfory.  Illuftrated  with  a  great  Num- 
ber of  fine   Cuts,    2   Vols.  Folio.     Price  bound 

3  1-    3  s. 

20.  Mifcellaneous  Tra(5ls,  relating  to  Natural 
Hiltory,  Hiilbandry  and  Phyfick.  Tranflated 
frona  the  Lat:7i,  by  Mr.  i^tiiitngfieet:*  8vo.  Price 
fewed  3  s. 

2 1 .  The  Works  of  Tacitus^  with  Political  Dif- 
courfes  upon  that  Author.  By  Thomas  Gordon^  Efq*, 
5  Vols.  i2mo.     Price  bound  15  s. 
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PRINCIPAL   MATTERS, 

Contained    in   thefe  two  Volumes. 

N.  B.  The  Letters  mark  the  Volume,  and  the  Fi- 

o-ures  the  Pag-es. 
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A. 

/iBcnnqnii.     Of  the  villafre  of  thefe  Inolans  at  oeckan- 
■^     court,  i.  176.     Of  the  Aucnaquis  village  (if  St.  Fran- 
cis, i.  190.     Of  the  Abenaquis  rLitlon.s,  i.   2S3. 

Adour,  The  company's  (liip,  the  author  goes  on  board 
her,  ii.  J12.  This  vcflll  ill  commanded,  ii.  313,  314. 
She  fets  (ail,  ii.  315,  316.  Bad  management  onboard 
this  veflcl,  ii.  318.     She  is  cafl  away,  ii.  319,   cifj. 

Akanfas.  An  Indian  nation.  Dcfcription  of  the  river  of 
Akanfas,  difterent  tribes  of  that  people,  ii.  245,  24^. 
Mortality  amongft  thefe  Indians,  ii.  247. 

Algonquim.  Of  the  Algonquin  language,  i.  25?.  The 
inferior  Algonquins,  i.  284.  The  fuperior  or  true  Al- 
gonquins,  i.  285.  Charafterof  the  Algonquin  language, 
i.  300.  ParticuJai  properties  of  that  language,  i.  301, 
302.  Difference  between  the  Huron  and  the  Algon- 
quin nations,  i.  303.  Origin  of  the  war  between  the 
Algonquins  and  Iroquois,  i.  304,  ^V.  Confeqiicnces 
of  that  war,  i.  308,  309. 

AmhaJJadors.  The  manner  of  their  reception  amongft  t!:e 
Natchez,  ii.  271,  bV. 

Americans.  Diilertation  on  their  origin  :  opinions  of  fe- 
vera]  learned  authors  who  have  handled  this  fubjecl  at 
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large,  i.  I,  iz'c.    To  what  this  c|ucftion  may  be  reduced 

and  how  it  may  be  anf^vered,  i.  47,  b:\\ 
Antkojli^  Ifland  of,  its  delVription,  i.  88, 
Jpahuhes  \  an  Indian  nation,  ii.  3^;. 
v/r/;;',  offenfivc  and  defenfivc  of  the  Indian?;,  i.  337,  i^^?y, 
jijjlijjhiation ;   in  what  manner  it  is  punifhcd  amungft  the 

Hurons,  i.  3  \. 
Jjjinih Hi.     Jmiians,  their  char:it^k'i-,  of  the  lake  of  the 

Aflinibuils,  i.  ?.o  j,   cV. 
Autmoins,     Jugg'cis  of  Acadia,  ii,  178,  ■ 
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Bnhi-^ifjLi,  opening  the  giilph  of  Bahama,  ii.  361-2.  Courfc 
trom  thence  to  St.  l>oniingo,  ii.  363.  Old  Straits  of 
Uahania,  ii.  3': 4, 

Jiair^^y     Ifland  of,  ii.  2:3,  294. 

Bay^     St.  Bernard,  ii.  3c<;. 

Bay  of  A'luia'vzab)  its  dcfcription,  ii.  360. 

Bay,    HudPin's :    the    nation.-,   in    its    neighbourhood,    i. 

276,    i:-C. 

Bay  of  the  Tfonnonlhi.  ians,  its  defcription,  1.  340. 

Btiy  of  the  Noqiict?,  ii.  60. 

Bay  of  tiic  v  tinkard:>,  or  hmplv  ihc  Ray  :  fort  and  mifIior» 

there,  ii,  62.     'I  he  indiajis  of  this  bay  dance  the  dance 

of  the  Calumet,  ii.  70. 
Bayair-.ulaSy  an  Indian  nation,    ii.  28|. 
Banky  (Great)  of  NewfoundlanJ.    Its  dcfcription,    i.   6i^, 

ifjc.     Ciiufcsof  the  winds  and  fogs  wiiich  prevail  there, 

i.  yo,  ilfc\ 
Beavcv.     Sec  Caflor. 
Biikancourt^    its  fituation,    i.  173.       River    of    the    fame 

name,  whence   it   has  got  :hal  of  ihejiink-ing  river,  i, 

174-5. 
Bcllona.     The  company's   vellll,    the  author  embarks  in 

her,  ii.  355.     The  governor  of  Hav.iiinah  retufes  her 

entrance  into  his  port,  ii,  360.     Miftakc  of    her    pilots 

in  their  rcckoniiig,  ii.  3^4.     Their  confullon  in  dilco- 

vering  land;  what  rcfohiticn   they   take,  ii.  3(16.      Jts 

lincxpecicd    fuccefs ;    arrival    at    Cape    Francois,     ii. 

Bihxi.  Arrival  at  BiloXi,  ii.  304.  Defcnption  of  the 
coart  and  road  of  Biioxi ;  origin  of  that  name,  ii.  304, 
305.  Cli- 
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Climate  of  Biloxi.  Departure  from  tliencc.  Remarks 
on  its  coafl,  ii.  ;^io,  311.  Return  of  the  author  and  crew 
of  the  Adour  to  Biloxi,  ii.  349.  Second  departure 
from  thence,  ii.  355. 

Bujf^iloey  of  the  hunting  of  the  BufFaloe  in  Canada,  i. 
20^     Dclcription  of  this  animal,    i.  204. 

Bitjfaloc^   Mufkcd,  its  delcription,  i.  205. 

Bird^   Of  the  principal  kinds  of  birds  in  Canada,  i.  238, 

Bears:  Supcrftiiious  preparations  of  the  Indians  for  hunt- 
ing that  animal,  i.  iSi,  ifc  llepailcs  fix  months  with- 
out eating,  i.  1 8 J.  Manner  of  hunting  the  bears,  ri- 
diculous ceremony  when  one  of  them  is  kilKd,  recep- 
tion of  the  hunters  at  their  return,  i.  184,  185.  Some 
particulars  relating  to  this  animal,   i.  liiO. 
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Caicos.     Dcfcriptlon  of  the  great  Caicos,  ii/366. 

Cnlumet.  Of  the  Calumet  of  the  Indians  and  its  ufc, 
i,  320,  321.  Of  its  origin,  i.  322,  323.  Dcfcription  of 
the  dance  of  the  Calumet,  ii.  '-.  Of  the  treaties  made 
by  means  of  that  dance,   ii.  70. 

Canada 'y  falle  notions  entertained  of  it  in  France,  i.  121, 
122.  Faults  which  have  been  committed  in  its  fettle- 
ment,  i.  125,  6'V.  Had  conduct  with  refpedl  to  the 
fur  trade,  i.  125,  iJc.  Of  the  licences  and  their  a- 
bufe,  i.  127,  ^V.  Alteritions  made  in  their  money, 
i.  146.  Difi-'ercnce  between  the  Beaver  of  Canada  and 
that  of  Europe,  i.  151,  152.  Lordfhips  of  Canada: 
commerce  allowed  to  the  gentlemen  of  tlie  country,  i. 
»72»  '73*  It  is  only  known  in  Fiance  by  its  worft 
fide,  exceilive  cold  which  prevails  th.  re,  i.  253,  ^c. 
Happy  condition  of  its  inhabitant?,  i.  263,  Its  extent, 
i.  279.  Oi  itsvines,  i.  312.  Why  the  treeshavenot 
leaves  as  yet  in  the  month  of  May,    i.  315, 

Caf:adums.  Creols  of  Canada  ;  their  happy  condition,  i. 
263.  Many  of  them  know  not  how  to  profit  by  it, 
i.  26-).     Good  and  bad  qualities  of  the  Creols,  i.  264, 

Canes  in  Louifiana,  ii.  239. 

Canoet  of  bark,    their  delcription,    i.  294,  295. 

CarcojGu\   how  it  hunts  the  Elk,  i,  201,  202. 
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Ca-'di^fih,   a  bir J  In  Canada,  i.  240. 

Caribou^  cJefcription  ot  that  animul,   i.  701. 

Caj'C  Francois  ot  St.  Domingo,  its  dclcription,  ii,  ?7i, 
377.  CJf  tliL'  phiin  of  tlic  Cape"  obfcrvations  on  that 
colonv,  ii.  3"  ;.     i^'epartinc  Irom  the  Cape,  ii.  -^75. 

Cajjina^  or  Apalachina,  a  flirub,  virtues  of  its  leaves, 
ii.  305,  36. 

Cnjii^r,  or  Heaver,  difTercncc  betwixt  the  leaves  of  Cana- 
da and  that  of  Europe,  i.  151,  152.  Oi  the  fliin  of 
the  leaver,  i.  152,  1^3.  Its  Anatomical  defcript  on, 
i.  153,  I  5.1.  (H"  the  green  Ucavcr,  and  the  dry  J^ca- 
ver,  i.  157.  Dif^trent  ufcs  made  of  the  fkin  of  the 
beaver,  i.  158.  (  >f  the  induftry  and  labours  of  the 
beaver,  i.  159,  ^V.  Their  forefight,  i.  lOi,  ijfc.  Of 
the  land  L'eavers,  i.  16^.  Hunting  of  thefe  an  mals,  i. 
164,  oV.  Some  rcniarlcable  particulars  of  thefc  amphi- 
bious cre.'turcs,  i.  166,    167. 

Cajhr.     Of  the  illanJs  and  niition  of  the  Caftor,  ii.  -}7. 

Ciif.Grcuin.     ^^'h.1t  it  is,  i.  1^6. 

Cuiaroicuy,  Reflection  on  the  fort  of  Catarocouy,  and 
on  the  way  that  is  taken  to  it,  i.  292,  293.  Delcrip- 
tion  of  the  fort,  i.  29-.  Route  from  that  place  to  the 
Anfe  dc  la  Famine,  or  Creek  of  Famine;  defcriptioii 
of  the  country,  i.  312,  b*.-. 

Cedars.  Two  forts  of  in  Canada,  i.  247.  White  and 
red  cedar,  ii,  4. 

Chamb')\  fort  of,   its  fituation,  1,252. 

Charlevoix.  (f'\ithcr)  Author  of  this  journal,  his  journey 
from  Paris  to  Rochcfort:  his  danger  on  the  Loire,  i. 
6  ?,  64.  He  embarks  and  ftts  fail,  i.  68.  Meets  with 
a  liorm,  i.  72,  73.  His  reception  amongtt  the  Poa- 
tewatamies,  ii.  12.  His  departure  from  the  Narrows  for 
iVlichiliimakinac,  ii.  ^g.  His  adventure  on  the  river 
St.  Jofeph,  ii.  g8.  His  departure  from  fort  St.  Jofcph, 
ii.  184.  The  news  which  he  hears  at  Pimiteouy,  he 
finds  bimfelf  betwc'n  four  parties  of  the  enemies,  ii. 
205,  206.  He  is  greatly  embarralfed,  ii.  207.  Soli- 
citude of  the  chief  of  Pimitcouy  for  his  fafety,  ii.  2iC, 
211.  He  baptizes  the  chiefs  daughter,  ii.  212.  His 
departure  from  the  Natchez,  ii.  270.  Fie  embarks  on 
board  the  Adcur,  ii.  312.  He  arrives  at  Havre  dc 
Grace,  ii.  379. 

CatSs  wild  of  Louifiana,  ii.  242. 
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Chctoitacljt'ts^  an  Indian  nation,  ii.  292. 

Cl'tif^itoua'as^   an   Jii'liaii  nation,   ii.  287. 

Chitiniucra^^  an  Indian  nrition,    ii.  2'h\. 

Ll:lca:has,  an  Indian  nation,  ii.  243.     River  of  the  Chi- 

cachas,  ii.  244. 
Chiefs,  of   liie  Indians :   remarks   on  their   nimc,   ii.  ?.?. 

Or  tile  order  of  fuecclTion  and  cicdtion  of  tin  (e  ch'efs : 

of  their  power,    ii.  2j,  24.     Of  the  war-chiefs,  ii.  2(J. 
Citron  ,t  of  the  narrow;;,   ii.  17. 
Coldpilfd  ,,  an  Iiulian  nation,  ii.  285. 
CclLi.  J,  (jf  Porcchiinc^  or   Wampum  :  their  ufe  amon^H: 

the  in  lians,  i.  319,  320. 
C:t:cn,  on  a  tree  of   Loninana,  ii.  253.     Obferv.ition  on 

the  root  of  that  tree,   ii.  283. 
CowLil,  held  by  three  Indian  nations,  with  the  comman- 

(bnt  at  the  Narrows  :  refuhof  it,  ii.  8,  ^c.     Of  the  af- 

fiilants    or  counfellors    at  the   Indian  councils,  ii.  24, 

Wifdom    of  '.hefe   councils;  of  the  orators  who  have 

ri^:ht  to  fpcalc  in  them,  ii.  26,   27. 
Currei.ts.     Obf'crvation  on  thofe   in  the  lakes  of  Canada, 

ii.  78,     Great  currents  between  the  Martyrs  and   the 

Turtle  iflands,  ii.  334. 
Cuhcu     Defcription  of  the  Northern  coafl:  of  that   ifland, 

'<•  317. 
Cyprcji  of  Louifiana  :  nbfervation  on  its  virtues,  ii.  283. 

C'Avs,  fea ;  their  defcription,  and  filhery  of  them,  i.  226. 

Cold.  Kxceflive  in  Canada,  i.  254,  255.  Inconvenicn- 
cics  occafioned  by  it,  i.  256.  Reflections  on  the  caufcs 
of  this  great  cold,  i.  257,  ^'c. 

Compnjsy  Obfcrvation  on  its  variations,  i.  96. 

6'i/^w  putrified  ;  ufe  made  of  it  by  the  Indians,  ii.  124. 

Crezu  of  the  Adour ;  meafures  they  take  for  their  i'dfctyy 
ii.  32T.  Are  fufpeCted  by  the  paflengers,  ii.  323,  324, 
Their  diforder,  ii.  325.  Dillention  which  follows  ; 
refolution  of  the  officers,  ii.  327.  An  Engli/h  fhip  en- 
deavours in  vain  to  aflift  them,  ii.  328.  Deliberate 
"what  to  do,  they  divide;  greateft  part  return  to  Biloxi, 
ii.  332,  333.  Their  defpair,  provifions  fail  them,  ii. 
334,  335.  Meet  with  fome  fliipwreckt  Spaniards; 
danger  of  being  utterly  loR,  ii.  336,  337.  Arrive  at 
St.  IVJarkof  Apaiache,  ii.  338,  339.  Departure  from 
that  place,  ii.  341.  Are  falfely  alarmed,  ii.  343.  Ar- 
rive at   St.  Jofepb,  ii.  344.      Departure  from  thence, 
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li.  ;^46.     Arrive  at  PeiiLcola,    it  J49.     And  at  Hiloxi^ 
ii.  34B. 
Cod.     And  iii  fiihiry,  i.  73,  bV. 

D. 


Dunce  of  Hre,  amongfl  the  Indians,  Its  dc(ciiptIon,  f. 
347.     Story  on  th;it  fubjc^t,   i.  348. 

Danci'y  of  the  Ca!i;n:ct,  its  dtfcription,  ii.  67,  l:f<:.  Of 
the  trcaliles  made  i^y  means  of  that  dance,  ii.  jo.  ()- 
ther  dances,  ii.  -i.  Dante  of  llic  Bufr'alo,  ii.  ■;2, 
Dances  prefciibeJ  hv  the  phyficians,  ii.  72. 

Delude,  i  radition  of  a  deluge  amon'j  the  Indians,  ii. 
228. 

Dcfoipl'-K  of  th?  great  lanic  cf  Newfoundland,  i.  68,  ^c. 
Of  a  Itorm,  i    72,   73.     Of  the  ifi.md  ot  Aniicolii,   i. 
88.     Of  Qiicbcc,  i.  09,  (Jr.     Of  the  milTion  of  Lo- 
retro,  i.  116,  ilfc.  Oftiie  town  of  tlie  Tiois  Riviere-,  i. 
17S.     Of    the  Klk,  i.  197,   198.      Of    th^   wild    Buf- 
falo, and  tiie  muO:  InifTrilo,  i.  204,  7.05.     Of  the  ifland 
and  city  of   Alontical,   i.  213    214.      Of  liie  fca-wo'.f, 
i.  2   2,  22  >,.    CM' the  Rapido  in  the  river  St.  Lav\'renee, 
i.  ?.«;2,    ?9].     O;  iiie  bark  canoes,  i.  29  I,  295.   Of  the 
fort  of  Catarocuuy,  i.  2,-7.       Of  the   louthern  eoa't   of 
Jake  Ontario,  i.   ^^C,   ^^27.     Of    t!;c    Ir'n(<w-Slu)cs   and 
carria^cr,  for   b;i::gn[^e,  i.  375,    330.     Of  the  river   of 
Catconchiagon,  i,    3  .9.   Oi  the  b.;y  of  the  1  fonnontho- 
iians,  i.   ;40.       Oi  tlie  river  of  Niagara,    i.  ^-ii.     Of 
the  cc  iintry  in  the   r.eigh.bourhood  of  that  river,  i.  ?4''j, 
346.     Of  tlie  fire  dance,  i.  317.     Of  the  falls  of  Nia- 
gara, i.  35?,  v.i:V.     Of  lake  Eric,  ii.  2.     ( )f  lake  S'l- 
pcrior,  li.  43.     Of  the  dance  of  the   Calumet,   ii   67, 
itc.     Of  the  Feflival  of  dreams,  ii.  159,  Is'c.     Of  tlic 
Tl'vi.kiki,  ii    J97,  19X.     Of  Kafkafquia>,  ii.  221.     Of 
the  MifTifippi  above  the  Illinois,  ii.  224,  C3V.     Of  the 
country  of   tl;e  Natchez,   ii.  25?,  ^c.     Of   the  great 
village  and  temple  of  the  Natchez,  ii.  253,  oV.     Of  a 
feflival  among  the  Natchez,  ii.  266.     Of  nev\' Orleans, 
ii.  275,   276.     Of  the  river  and   village  of  the  Toni- 
cas,  ii.  279,  280.     Oi  the  mouths   of  the  MifnfippI, 
ii.  294,  6'c.     (Jf  the  coaft   road   and   port  of  Biloxi, 
ii.  304.     Of  the  northern  coaft  of  Cuba,  ii.  31;.     Of 
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the  lllancls  of  tl»c  Martyrs,  il.  329.  Of  tic  country 
of  Apulachc,  ii.  339.  Of  St.  Jcllph,  ii.  3^4.  Of 
the  bay  of  Penfacola,  ii.  348.  Of  the  port  of  ll.u.iniui, 
ii.  35^'%  3  59'  Ot  the  bay  of  i\iiii..j\zi's,  ii.  368.  Of 
tht  gr.intl  Caicos,  ii.  366.  Of  Cape  1' ran^ois,  ii.  32. 
Of  the  harhour  of  Plyjiiouili,   ii,  3,  7, 

Dt'fcrtloui  frequent  in  Lociifiaod,  ii.  3'j2. 

Dcrcifhei^    or  Gilihcads,   a  fiih  j  oLkrvatlon  on  them,  ii. 

374._ 

DonDicpr^  Cacicjuc  of  theTridinnsof  the  M.irtyrs,  pnys  a 
viht  to  the  French  Ihipwrcckt  in  the  Adour,  ii.  330. 
"His  authority  j  he  rcfufes  thsi  French  guitlcs  to  St. 
Auguftin,  ii.  331. 

Death.  What  j)aircs  at  the  deatli  of  the  Indians,  ii.  185, 
186.  Their  i^enerofity  with  refpect  to  tiie  dead:  fu- 
nerals, tombs,  apparitions,  li.  186,  ^c.  DilTcrent 
cuftoms  with  refpeci  to  the  dead,  ii.  i  h'9.  What  palVcs 
after  burial;  of  their  mourning,  ii.  190.  Notions  of 
the  Indians  ubout  thofe  who  die  a  violent  death,  ii.  102. 
Of  the  ftflival  of  the  dead,  ii.  i(>^.  Manner  of  la- 
mcniiig  the  dead  amongfl  the  Illinois,   ii.  210. 

Dreams^  Of  their  nature  according  to  the  Indians,  ii.  156. 
Story  on  that  fubjcd,  ii.  157,  158.  Manner  in  which 
they  di;engage  themfcives  from  a  dream,  when  it  would 
be  too  troublefome  to  fulf.l  it,  ii.  1  $8,  159.  Of  the 
feftival  of  dreams  j  defcription  of  one  of  thofe  fcftivali;. 
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Edipfcs,     The  Indians  opinion  of  them,  ii.  231. 
.Eric.     Defcription  of  lake  EriJ,  ii.  2.     Of  the  northern 

coall  of  that  lake,  ii.  3. 
EJk'uticaux^  Indians  j  their  chara(5ler  and  culloms,  i.  273. 

Eagles  of  two  kinds  in  Canada,  i.  237. 

Elk  \  defcription  of  that  animal,  i.  197.  When  it  ought 
to  be  hunted,  i.  199.  Different  methods  of  hunting 
it,  i.  2C,  z  I.     How  the  Can;tjou  hunts  it,  i.  20  ,  20i. 

Eeli'y  of  theiifhcryof  eels  in  Canada,  i.  261,   262. 

Engi-fJj.  Difference  between  the  French  and  Englilh  colo- 
nici,  i.  113.     Fruitlefsoppofition  ofthi  Englifh  to  a  fet- 

C  c  4  tlement 
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INDEX. 

tlement  on  the  river  Niagara,  i.  344,  315.  Ep'^lifli 
fhip  attempts  in  vain  to  aflift  the  crtw  of  the  Adciir, 
ii.  328.  Kn<7ji(ii  interloper  at  l^iloxi  ;  his  fate,  il. 
352.  Tf.ey  Lnclcavciir  to  Jraw  our  allies  from  us,  ii. 
Rencounter  with  an   Englifli  captain,  his  cun- 

raLcSj  ii.  3^9. 


354. 

iiini>,    ii.  3-5.      Artifice  ot-  tlie  EngUfli  to  I'urprizc   pi- 


F. 


Fi-itr.htc.  Route  from  Catarocony  to  the  y^nfe  de  la  Ta- 
vihic^  or  Creek  of  famine,  i.  312,  i^c.  Defcriptiou 
cf  that  place,  i.  312,  izc,  Feftival  of  the  dead  among 
the   Indians  of  Canada,  ii.   192,  feV.     Feftival  of  the 


Natchez, 


u.  200. 


Fire.     Defcription   of  the  fire-dance  :  flory  on  that  fuh- 
jeif,  i.  347.     Religion  of  iire   throughout  Florida,  ii. 


Fknda.      Inconvcniencies  of    the   coafl:   of  Florida,    ii. 

Foun!a:n!^  fingular,  i.  3JO. 

Forfjh  of  Louiiiana,  ii.  245. 

French.  Difference  between  the  French  and  Fngllfli  co- 
lonies, i  113.  French  deftitute  of  fpiritual  fuccouis 
among  the  Isatchcz,  ii.  278.  Their  frequent  defer- 
tionf  in  Louifiana :  confpiracy  of  fome  of  them  difco- 
vercd,  ii    3-2,  353. 

Fur.c.-ah^  of  the  Indians  cf  Canada,  ii.  187, 

/'e7//j-,  of  the  Indians,  ii    148. 

Fall  Qi  Tvlontmoiency,  i.  100. 

Fall  at  the  Recollet,   1.  217. 

Fall  oi  St.  Lewis  :  Iroquoife  village  at  that  fall,  i,  218. 
Origin  of  that  fettlenient,  i.  269,  270.  Religious 
zeal  of  its  firit  inhabitants,   i.  271. 

F'^Jh.  Of  thofe  that  arc  found  in  the  gulph  and  river  of 
St  Lawrence,  i.  233,  ^V.  I  ii'h  peculiar  to  Canada, 
i.  237.  Fifli  armed  j  its  defcription,  hovv  it  hunts 
birkls,   i.  234,  235. 

Furu  Bad  conduct  with  rcfpctfl  to  the  Fur- trade,  i.  124, 
h":.     Of  what  is  called  tl:cfma!l  furs  or  Peltry,  i.  208, 
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Gofpey.     Bay  and  point  of  that  name,  i.  86. 

Ge'.'ii,  good    and    evil  according  to  the  Indians,  ii.  14^. 

Difpofitions  required  to  have  a   tutelary  fjenius,  ii.  145, 

'I "he   Indians  change  fometimcs    their  tutelary  genius; 

and  why,   ii.  147.     of  evil  Genii,   ii.  165. 
Gin-Seny.     Of   that  of    Canada,  ii.  99.     Gulph   in    the 

place   of  a   mountain  rooted  up,  i.  93.     Gulph  in  the 

river  Miflifippi,    ii.  252. 
Games.     Of  the  game  of  the  Platter  or  the  Bones,  ii.  13. 

Superftitious  ufe  of  th  s  game  for  the  cure  of  the  Tick, 

ii.  15.     Game  of  the  ftraw,  and  other  games  ufed  by 

the  Miamis,   ii.  102,   l^c 
Gho/is.     From  what  reafon  the  Indians  believe  in  theru, 

ii.  188. 


H. 


Havanna.  Defcription  of  the  harbour  of  Havanna,  ii. 
358,  359.  The  governor  of  that  place  refufes  a  French 
(hip  the  liberty   of  entering  his  port,  ii.  360. 

Hebrews.  Refemblance  of  the  Indians  to  the  Hebrews, 
ii.  150. 

Hontan^  (Baron  de  la)  Ly,  which  he  tells  on  account  of 
the  fair  of  Montreal,    i.  200. 

Horun,  (George  de)  His  opinions  about  the  origin  of  the 
Americans,   32,  i^c. 

Hurons.  An  Indian  nation :  of  the  people  of  the  Huron 
language,  ii.  288.  Chara6ler  of  the  Huron  language, 
i.  299.  Remarkable  things  of  that  language,  i.  300. 
Difference  between  the  people  of  the  Huron  nations, 
and  thofe  of  the  Algonquin  nations,  i.  303.  Original 
of  the  war  betwixt  them  and  the  Iroquois,  i.  304,  i^c, 
Confequcnces  of  that  war,  i-  307,  i^c.  Extraordi- 
nary diflcmpers  of  a  Huron  woman  :  ridiculous  me- 
thods ufcd  for  her  cure,  i.  349,  <£c*  In  what  difpofi- 
tion  the  author  finds  the  Hurons  of  the  Narrows,  ii.  i  r. 
In  what  manner  they  punifli  aflalTination,  ii.    2  3« 

Hair.  Why  the  Indians  have  no  hair  on  their  bodies, 
ii.  91* 
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I. 


Jcfu.ts.     Defcription  of  their  college  at   Q^tebcc,  i,  106, 

107. 

Jli'incisy  an  Indian  nation  ;  their  origin  appears  to  be  me 
fame  with  that  of  the  iVIiamics,  i.  ibj.  River  ol'  the 
Illinois,  ii.  199.  Reception  they  give  to  prlfonero,  li. 
201,  "^^^V.  A'iaimer  in  which  they  burn  them,  ii.  203. 
Remarks  on  their  parties  of  war,  ii.  2oj.  JMournful 
longs  of  theie  Indians,  ii.  204.  Remarkable  itory  of 
one  of  their  chiefs,  ii.  208,  209.  Manner  of  lament- 
in;^  their  dead,  ii,  210.  Different  tribes  of  tliefe  In- 
dians, ii.  227,  2/8.  Ufefulncfs  of  the  port  of  the 
Illinois,  ii.  235,  236.  Diltinguifliing  marks  of  the 
Illinois  warriors,  ii.  243. 

Indians.  Devotion  of  the  chriftian  Indians  of  Lorctto,  i. 
117,  118.  Preparations  and  fuperftitious  p'-a6tices  of 
the  Indians,  for  hunting  the  hear,  i.  180,  i3i.  Man- 
ner of  their  hunting  that  animal :  ridiculous  ceremony 
when  they  have  killed  a  bear,  i.  184,  185.  Reception 
of  the  hunters  at  their  return,  i.  185.  Of  their  hunt- 
ing dogs,  i.  icSy.  Thev  marry  the  net  bcfo«-e  they 
ufe  it,  i.  23  '.  Character  of  the  Indians  about  Hud- 
fon's  bay,  i.  276,  kc.  Of  the  northern  Indians  of 
Canada,  i.  20;.  Of  the  other  Indians  of  Hudfon's 
bay,  i.  2^6,  ?87.  Manner  of  declaring  war  among 
the  Indian?,  i.  315,  316.  Motives  which  engage  thcni 
to  war,  i.  327,  328.     See  IP  a  r. 

Indians.  Their  notion  of  courage,  i.  332.  Caufe  of 
die  barbarity  they  exercife  towards  their  prifoners  ef 
war,  i.  375.  Their  dexterity  in  negotiation,  i.  380, 
bV.  Indians  of  Canada,  why  more  eafily  converted 
than  civilized  nations,  ii.  20.  General  idea  of  their 
government,  ii.  21.  Divifion  of  the  nation  into  tribes, 
11.  21,  22.  Obfervation  on  the  names  of  the  chiefs: 
of  the  fucccfiion  and  election  of  thofe  chiefs  and  their 
power,  ii.  23,  2+.  Of  the  afTiftants  or  counfellors  ofthe 
body  of  the  elders  of  the  war  chiefs,  ii.  24,  25.  Power 
•1  the  women   in  fomc  nations,  ii.  25,  26.     VVifdom 
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of  their  councils :    their  orators,    ii.  26,  9.7.     Cf    the 
government   of  villages  ;  its   clefe»Sl? ;    their   caufc;,  ii, 
29.     Of  their   fenfibility  of    the  point  of  honour,  ii. 
36.     Care  of  the  young  Indians    i'\   adorning  them- 
felves,  ii.  40,  41.     Indian   fable  about  lake  Superior, 
ii.  44,  45.     Tlieir   traditions   about    Michillimakinac, 
ii   45.     Their  MarriajTcs,  ii.  48,  &;c.      Jealoufy  of  the 
India.-iS,   ii.  50.     Of  tiic   impojin.'r  thi?   name  amongil: 
them:  remarks   upon  it,  ii.  55,   56.     The   Indians  of 
the  bay  dance  the  Calumet,  ii.  67.     Superflition  of  the 
Indians   bordering  on   the  bay,  ii.  73,  74.     Different 
nations  to  the  northward  and  the  weftward  of  Canada, 

i';  74»  75- 
Inti'utns  of   Canada;    their    perfonal    appearance;    their 

ftrength  ;  their  vices,  ii.  78,   79.      Why   they    do  not 
cncreafe;  advantages    tliey   have  over  us,    ii.  8c,  81. 
Their  eloquence,  ii.  83.     Their  memory,  penetration, 
and  judgment,   ii.  83,   H4.      Their   greatnefs   of   foul, 
ii.  84.     Their  confiancy   under  pain;  their  valour,  ii. 
84,  y^.     Their  regard  for    one  another,    ii.  ^(^^  87. 
Their  fiercenefs   and  other  faults ;    of  the   qualities  of 
the  heart,  ii.  87,  88.     Inftances   of   the   little   natural 
affedfion  children  have  for  tiieir  parents  ;  particular  fo- 
cieties   among(l:   them,  ii.  89,  90.     Of   their  colour; 
why    they   have    no   hair  on  their  bodies,  ii,  90,  91. 
Their  fecrefy  with  refpedl  to  the  fmiples  and   mines  of 
their   country,    ii.    lOi.       Dreadful    confequences    of 
drunkennefs  amongfl  them,  ii.  105,   106.     Their  hap- 
pinefs,  ii.  107.     Contempt  of  our  manner  of  life,  ii, 
ic8.     Care  the  Indian  mothers  take   cf  their  children; 
ridiculous  (hapes   which  fome  of  them  give  them,  ii. 
109,  {jfc.     What  (l-rengthens  and  renders  them  fo  well 
inade  ;  their  firft  exc'-cifes  and  the  emulations  amongfl: 
them,  ii.  114.     To   what  the  education  given   them 
maybe  reduced  to,  ii.   114,    115.     Their  paflions,  ii. 
115.     'I'heir  drcfs,   ii.  116,  117.     In  what  manner  they 
prick  their  whole  bodies,  ii.  118.     How  and  for   what 
purpofe  they  paint  their  faces,   ii.  119.     Ornaments   of 
the  men,  of  the  women,   ii.  119,   120.     Their  occu- 
pations ;  of  the  culture  of  the  land  ;  of  feed-time  and 
harveit,    ii.   121,   i22.      Of   the    ditierent   grains    and 
pulfe  they  cultivate,  of  their  manner  of  drelling  them  ; 
of  their  other  victuals,  ii,  123,  124.     Labours  of  the 

mci; 
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men  and  women,  ii.  125,   126.     Tlicir  utciifils ;  forni 
of  their  villages,  ii.  126,    127.     ^i'heir  manner  of  for- 
tifying them,  ii.  128.     Of  their  winter  encampments, 
and    what  they   fufter  in   them,  ii.  129,  oV.       Their 
iiaftinefs,  ii.  133      Inconveniences   which    fummcr  oc- 
cafions    them,    ii.   134.      '1  iieir  charadlcr  in    hrirf,  ii. 
136,  <5c.  Origin  of  manlcind  according  to  ihc  Indian.s, 
ii.  141,  drV.      Their    notion   of   fpirits,    ii.   14^,    144. 
'^i'heir  iacriilccs,    ii,    148.     Their  faih   and   vows,    ii. 
148,  140.     Refcmblance  of  the  Indians  to  ti  e  Hcbr<ws]|i 
their  pr'eKS,    ii.    ic,o,    151.      Jndian    veilals,    li.   151. 
Their  opinion  of  the  immoitality  of  tlie  foul,  or    what 
bcconiCvS  of  it  after  it  is  fcparated  from  the   bodv  :  why 
they  carry  victuals  to  the  tombs,  ii.  152,  ir;.     Frefen^s 
which  thev  make  to  the  dead,  ii.  153.     How  they   pn:- 
tcnd  to  merit  eternal  happincfs,  ii.  154,   i;5.     Tluir 
notion  of  the  fouls  of  beiiffs,  ii.  155.     Of  the    nature 
of  dreams  according  to  them,  ii.  156,  (I3V.     Ordinary 
difeafes    arnonglt   thefe    people,      ii.    ijr6,    cvc.        Vic 
th'-y   make   of  their    fimples,    ii.   173.      Divers   otiicr 
renicdies  they  ufe,  ii.  174,    17^.     pMiiciplcs  on  which 
their  medicine  is  founded  ;  their  extravai:ant  notion   of 
difeafes,  ii.  176,    177.     What  pafles  at  their  death,  ii. 
189.     Their   gcnerofity  to  the    dead   of  tiitir  fimeials 
and  tombs,  ii    186,   187.     Their   notion  of  ghofts,  ii. 
188.     Their   difierent   practices    with    refpeiit    to    the 
dead,  ii.  189.     ^I  heir  notion  of  thofe  who  die   a  vio- 
lent death,  ii.  192.      I'he  pains  they  take  to   furpiizc 
their  enemies,  ii.  2i6.     Traditions  of    the   Cm   of  the 
tirft  woman,  and   the  deluge  amongft  the  Indian?,   ii. 
228,   229.     Their  notion  of  the  ftars,  how  they  know 
the  north  when    the   fky  is    ovcrcalt,  ii.  230.     Tlieir 
r.otion  of  eclipfes  and  thunder,  ii.  231.     Their  manner 
of  dividing  time,  ii.  232,  233.     On  the  ifl.inds  of  the 
Martvrs  ;   what  palFes  between  t'^em   and  the    French 
that    were  fiiipwrecked,  ii.    322.     Embari\;flmcnt    on 
their  part,    ii.    325.       Who   thefe    Indians   were,    ii. 
•?26. 

In,-itgo  oi  Lcuifiana,  ii.  255. 

hcjucls  of  the  Fall  of  St.  Lewis  and  the  mountain  ;  diforders 

amongft  them   occalioned   by   brandy,  i.  219.     Or'   in 

of  their  fetilementat  the  Fall  of  St.  Lewis,  i.  269,  270. 

5  Reli- 


I   N    D    E    X. 

Religious  7.cal  of  the  firft  inhabitants  of  that  co'.onv,  I, 
271.     Policy  of  the  Iroquois,  ii.  28. 

Ijlar.d  of  Birds,  i.  85. 

ijlc  aux  Couches^  its  fituation,  i.  93. 

Ific  cf  Orleans^  »•  97- 

'ijlii  of  Richelieu  and  St.  Francis,  i.  189,  190. 

ifh  cf  Jtfus^  i.  2:6. 

ipi  cf  St.  Peer,  i.  83. 

Jitj:g!e)s  of  Canada,  ii.  167,  168.  Th;;lr tricks,  ii.  iG'^. 
^V.  Inftallation  of  the  Jugglers,  ii.  171.  Impofturei; 
of  tlie  Jugi^lers,  their  cruelty  to  Tick  pcrfons  when 
given  ovcr,>  ii.  177.  Jugglers  of  Acadia  called  Aut- 
moins,  ii.  178.     Jugglers  of  the  Natchez,  ii.  270. 


K. 


Knjkafquia!:^  dcfcription  of  it,  ii.  221,   222. 
Kuc/lons,  an  Indian  nation,  i.  287. 


L. 


/^,(vi  of  Canada,  obfervation  on  their  currents,  ii.  73, 

Lake  oi  Pontchartrain,  ii.  312. 

Lake  oi  St.  Peter,  i.  177. 

Lake  of  the  AfTiniboils,  i.  282. 

Lakes,  flux  and  reflux  of  thoieof  Canada,  i.  ;^I4. 

Lake  Superior,  its  defcription,  ii.  43,  44.  Indian  fable 
about  that  lake  :  mines  of  copper  on  its  banks,  ii.  44, 

45. 

La'ct,  (John  de)  what  he  thought  of  the  opinions  of  fa- 
ther Acofta,  Lefcarbot,  Brerewood,  and  Grotius,  of 
the  origin  of  the  Americans,  i.  11,  (Jc.  JH is  quarrel 
with  Grotius  on  that  fubje^l,  i.  16,  Uc.  His  own 
opinion,  i.  27,  ^c.  What  he  fays  of  that  of  Mo- 
racz,  i.  31. 

£rt«^«^^.?i  of  Canada.  The  Huron  language  j  the  Al- 
gonquin language :  charadter  of  thofe  two  languages,  i. 

299,  <of, 

Laiv,  (M.)  his  grant  at  the  Akeonfas,  ii.  247. 

Lsrctto,  village  in  Canada ;  defcription  of  his  mi/lion  in 
that  place:  zeal  of  the  Indians  ia  that  place,  i.  iib, 

Loutfana, 


I 
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Louiftana.  Fruit  trees  of  that  country,  ii.  223.  Its  fo- 
rells,  ii.  345.  Wiiere  the  icttlements  ought  to  be 
placed,  ii,  298.  Caufe  of  the  unjufl:  notion  enfer- 
taincd  of  it  in  Fiance,  ii.  300.  Defertions  frequent 
in  Louifiaiia,  ii    353. 

Liceujci^  abufe  of,  i,  ii'] . 

M. 


Ma'iz,     The  corn  of  Canada,  ii.  122.     Of  Maix  bread, 

ii.  124. 
Maladits^    the    ordinary,    amongfl:   the  Indians,    ii.    172. 

Their  extravagant  notions  about  thern,  ii.  IJ7. 
Magdalin^  Cape  of,  i.  79. 
Magicians^    their   punilhmcnt   amongft   the  L.dians,    ii. 


-^4. 


Alalhomincs^  or  wild-oat  men,  an  Indian  nation,  ii.  61. 

Atarameg^  river;  its  mines,  ii.  219. 

Alarr'iagcs^  of  the  Indians,  of  the  plurality  of  wives  and 
hulLands,  ii.  48,  49.  Particular  laws  relating  to  mar- 
riage, ii.  49.  In  what  manner  marriages  arc  con- 
tracted, ii.  50.     Ceremonies  ufual  in  it,  ii.  52. 

AlarJhaU  Englifli  interloper  at  Bilo.xi,  ii.  352.     His  fate, 

ii.  359. 
Martyrs.     Indians    on  the  Iflands  of   Martyrs,    il.  322. 

Defeription  of  thcfe   iilands,  ii.  329.     Great  currents 

between  thefe  iflands  and  the  Tortugas,  ii.  334. 

Alatanzas,      Defciiption    of   the   bay  of   Matanzas,    ii. 

Jllaubiley  river  of,  ii.  308. 

Majcoutim^  an  Indian  nation,  i.  287. 

Medicine y  principles  upon  which  that  of  the  Indians  turns, 

ii.  179. 

Mia?nis,  Indians,  feem  to  have  the  fame  original   with 

.  the  Illinois,  i.  287.  Cuftoms  peculiar  to  them  in  pre- 
paring for  war,  i.  334.  Games  ufed  amoagrt  them, 
ii.   102,  i^c, 

Micbiga'^,  lake,  danger  of  the  navigation  on  it:  obferva- 
tion  on  the  rivers  which  run  into  it  fro.m  the  Kaft,  ii. 
9|. 

Michiil'jnakinac,  Situation  of  that  poft,  ii.  43.  Tradi- 
tions of  the  Indians  about  Michilliuiakinac  :  plentilil 
filhery  in  that  csnton,  ii.  45,  46, 

Alij/i/Ppi' 


INDEX, 

Mijp/ippi.     Entrance  into  that  river  b\   that  of  the  Illi- 
nois, ii.  217.     Confluence  of  the  Mifiburi   and    Midi- 
fippi,  ii.  218.     Defcription   of   it   above   the   Illinois, 
ii.   224,    ^c.       Manner   of   failing   on    it,    ii.   237. 
Changes    which   have     happened    at    its    mouth,    ii. 
291.     Of  its  channels,  ii.  <93.     Of  its  principal  mouth  ; 
other  channels,  ii.  204,  is^c.     lis  breadth  between  the 
channels,  ii.  297.      Difficulty   of    the  navigation,   li. 
259,  312.     Obfervation  on  the  water  of  the  Miflifippi, 
ii.  316. 
Mijfi-naries  at  the  Natchez,  ii.  277. 
J\/]iJfowii  the  Indians  of  Miflburi,  d'  '^at  a  Spanifh  party, 
ii.  64.       Miflburi  river,    of   its  confluence    with    the 
Mifliflppi,  ii.  218.      Nations  fettled  on   its  banks,   ii. 
224. 
Mines.     Secrefy  of  the  Indians  with  refpetSt  to  their  mines, 
ii.  loi.     Mines  of  the  river  Marameg,  ii.  219.  Mines 
of  iron,  ii.  241, 
AJoney^  changes  made  in  that  of  Canada,  i.  146. 
Monireal.     Difi^erence  between  the  country  of  Quebec  and 
that  of  Montreal,    i.  212.     Defcription  of   the  ifland 
and   city  of  Montreal,  i.  213,  <£c.     Of  the  environs 
of  that  ifland,  i.  217.      Of  the   fair  of   Montreal,    i. 

22c,  221. 
Mournings    of  the  Indians   of  Canada,    ii.  191.      That 

of  the  Natchez,  ii.  271. 
Mcn^  their  origin,  according  to  the  Indians,  ii.  141,  ^c, 

N. 

Natchez^  an  Indian  nation,  defcription  of  their  country, 
ii.  252,  &c.  Defcription  of  their  grand  village  and 
their  temple,  ii.  255,  ^'c.  Remarkable  particularities 
of  that  nation,  ii.  259,  260.  Of  their  grand  chief, 
and  the  woman  chief,  what  happens  at  their  death,  ii. 
260,  ^c.  Their  manners  and  cuftoms,  ii.  264,  ^'f. 
Defcription  of  one  of  their  fettivals,  ii.  266.  They 
ofFer  the  flrfl:  fruits  in  their  temple  :  their  marriages, 
ii.  266,  267.  How  they  levy  foldiers ;  of  provifions; 
of  their  marches  and  encampments,  ii.  267,  26S. 
How  they  treat  their  prifoners ;  change  of  name  in 
their  warriors  for  a  reward  of  their  exploits ;  their 
jueglers,  ii,  269,  270.  In  what  their  mourning  con- 
6  ftfts ; 
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fifls  ;  their  treaties ;  audience  given  to  embafTadors,  it. 
271,   &c. 

Niagara^  River;  its  defcriplion,  i.  341.  Projcfl  for  a 
fettlement  on  that  river  j  fruitlers  oppofition  of  the 
tngh(h,  i.  343.  i^cfcripiion  oF  the  country  of"  Nia- 
gara, 1.345.  DclVripticm  of  the  falls  of  Niagara; 
obfcrvations  on,  i.  352,  i2c. 

h'cnnc,  obl'crv;ition  on  tlie  natnes  of  the  Indian  chiefs, 
ii.  23.  Of  the  ceremony  of  iinj)oring  names  among 
thefe  people:   obfervations  on  that  fiibjec%  ii.  55,  56. 

Koqitetif  Indians  ;   bay  of  the  Nocnicts,   ii.  60. 

Newfoundland.     Of  tlie  inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  i.  273. 

O. 

Obfirv.itlcns  on  the  heat  and  on  the  latitudes,  ii.  355, 
356,  Obfervations  on  the  colony  of  Cape  Francois, 
in  St.  Domini^o,  ii.  373. 

O'ljeuu  Mouchc  of  Canada,  in  what  it  dlflcrs  from  the 
Colibry  of  the  ifland  ,  i    241. 

Ontario.  Dcfcription  of  the  fuuthcrn  coall:  of  lake  On- 
tario,  i.  326,   327. 

Onneyoiith.  Courage  of  an  Onneyoulh  captain,  burnt  by 
the  Hurons,  i.  37;,  cj'c. 

Orleans  'Sew  -f  its  defcriptlon,  ii.  273,  274.  Remarks 
on  its  liiuation  ;  litile  depth  of  foil  below  that  city,  ii. 
289,  290.  Its  condition  at  the  departure  of  the  au- 
thor, ii.  291. 

Onabuche  river;  its  fituation,  ii.  241. 

Oumas,  an  Indian  nation,  ii.  284. 

Outagam'ies^  Indians,  i.  287. 

Outazvnys^   Indians,  i.  285. 

Oaks  of  two  kinds  in  Canada. 

Ov/hrsoi  two  for.s  on  the  coaftof  Florida,  ii.  336. 

P. 

Parrots  of  Louifiana,  ii.  20 ". 

Pajfengers^  cfcapfd  from  the  fhipwreck  of  the  Adour ; 
what  paf^  between  them  and  the  Indians  of  the  Mar- 
tyrs, ii.  322.  They  fufpe^t  the  crew,  ii.  323.  Seve- 
ral faved  by  interpofition  of  providence,  ii.  324.  An- 
xiety which  the  Indians  occafiyn  them,  ii,  ^^'S- 

Partridges^ 


\ 


I  ^ 
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PartriJ^res,  tlircc  kinds  of,  in  Cp-nada,  i.  238. 

PenfacUu.  "I  ides  on  that  coaft,  ii.  342.  State  of  that 
port  in  1722.  Dcfcription  of  the  bay  of  Penfacola, 
ii.  348.     It  is  given  up  to  the  Spaniards,  ii.  331,  352. 

Pim'iteouy.  Village  of  the  Illinois,  ii.  205.  Remarkable 
ftory  of  the  chief  of  that  village,  ii.  209.  His  1,111- 
citude  for  the  lafetyof  father  Charlevoix,  ii.  210,  211. 
His  daughter  is  baptized,   ii.  2r2. 

Pines,  red  and  white,  ii.  97.  Of  two  forts  in  Canada, 
i.  246. 

Plymouth  ...rival  at  Plymouth  j  defcription  of  that  har- 
bour,   i.  376,  377. 

Pointe  coupee,  ii.  24Q.     Second  Pointecoupec,  ii.  282. 

Poutewsiamiei,  Indians,  i.  286.  Their  reception  of  the 
author,  ii.  12.  Iflands  of  the  Poutewatamies,  ii.  bo. 
Of  their  chief  and  orator,  ii.  104. 

Pr'iejisy  who  are  priefts  among  the  Indians,  ii.  i  ^  i,   171. 

Prifoners  of  war  among  the  Indians ;  their  fir(t  reception, 
i.  368.  Their  bravadoes,  i.  '^  ,9.  Their  fufferings 
on  entering  a  village,  i.  37c.  Diflribution  made  of 
them,  i.'^ji'  In  what  manner  their  fate  is  determined, 
i.  371,  Sic.  Of  thofe  who  are  adopted  :  of  thole  who  are 
condemned  to  be  burnt,  i.  373.  In  what  manner  they  re- 
ceive their  condemnation,  i.  374.  Caufes  of  the  barbarity 
exercifed  againfl  them,  i.  375.  Their  reception  amongjl 
the  Illinois,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  burnt,  ii. 
201,  iffc.  How  they  are  treated  among  the  Natchez, 
ii.  269. 

>;ven^al.     Remarkable  adventure  of  a   Provencal  fhip, 
i.  115,  116. 
Pjr5//iiv«t>' pra£lifed  among  the  Indians,  ii.  170. 

Qi 

J^uba,  Origin  of  the  name  of  that  ci^y,  i.  99.  Its 
Juuation,  i  100.  Defcription  of  that  city  and  Its 
principal  edifices,  i.  loi,  ^t.  ll^e  bifhoprick,  i. 
IC3.  The  cathedral  and  feminary,  i.  104.  Of  tlu"! 
fort  and  cape  Diamond,  ii.  105.  Of  the  Pvcco'lcts  and 
Urfulines,  i,  106.  Of  the  college  of  J':fdits,  i.  107. 
The  Hotel  Dieu,  i.  108.  The  ho''^)ital  general,  i. 
109.  The  fortifications,  i.  iic  Of  the  inhabitants, 
i.  J 12.  J^ifterence  between  the  couiury  of  Quebec 
and  that  of  Montreal,  i.  212. 
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H. 

Rapifies.      Defciiption  of   the  rapidcs  of   the   river   St- 

Laurence,  i.  292,  293,  296. 
Rat^  iVlufk  J  its  defcription,  i.  168. 
Rac>^  Cape,  of  its  fituation,  i.  82. 
Recollets.      Defcription   of   their  houfe   at    Quebec,    i. 

106. 

Richelieu,     Iflands   of,    i.   189,      Fort   of  Richelieu,    i. 

194. 

River  of  Beckancourt,  whence  it  has  got  the  name  of  the 
Stinking  River,  i.  174,   175. 

River  of  the  Meadows,  i.  217. 

River  of  father  Marguette,  ii.  9f;,  96. 

River  o^  the  Illinois,  ii.  199,  i^:.  Its  courfe,  ii.  2i6, 
217.     its  entry  into  the  Miiriflippi,  ii.  217. 

jR/v<rr  Onabache,  ii.  240,  241. 

River  o^  the  Chicachas,  ii.  244. 

River  of  the  Akaiifas :  its  Defcription,  ii.  246. 

River  of  the  YafouF,  ii.  249. 

River,    Red,  ii.  281. 

River  of  the  Maubile,  ii.  308. 

Rivers.  Obfervations  on  thofe  wl.ich  fall  into  lake  Mi- 
chigan, ii.  94.  ' 

S. 

Sagticnay,  river,  i.  91. 

Sacrifices  o^  the  Indians,  ii,  1J7. 

Sagamety,  ordinary  food  of  the  Indians,  ii.  123. 

St.  Bernard,  bay  of,  ii.  309. 

St.  Mark  of  Apulache,  Spanifli  fort  j  defcription   of  its 

environs,  ii.  338,  339. 
St.  Jofeph,      Defcription  of   the  bay    and    fort    of    St. 

Jofeph :    civility   of  the  Spanifh   governor,    ii.   345> 

346. 
St.  Domingo.     Courfe  from  the  gulph   of  Florida  to  St, 

Domingo,  ii.  362. 
St.  Roje.     Channel  and  ifland  of,  ii.  347.' 
St.  Laurence.     Gulph  of,  i.  85. 
St.  Laurence.     River  of,  entrance  into  it,  i.  86,  87.     Of 

itt  tides,    and  the  variation  of   the  compafs,   i«  96* 

Fifli 


Se- 


ll- 


INDEX. 

Fi(h  found  in  it,  i.  233,  ^V.  Dcfcription  of  its  Ra- 
pides, i.  292,  293,  296. 

Si.  P'rancii.  l/lands  and  village  of,  i.  190.  Lake  of  St. 
Francis,  i.  295,  296. 

St.  Paul.     Bay  of,  i.  94. 

St,  Piter,  Iflands   of,  i.  83.     Lake  of  St.  Peter,  i.  177, 

Saiies-  An  Indian  nation,  ii.  63.  Council  held  by  them, 
and  on  what  account,  ii.  65,  66. 

Sa/pi/ras  tree  of  Canada,  ii.  100. 

Seine.  The  Indians  marry  that  net  before  they  ufc  it, 
i.  236. 

ShnpUs.  Secrefy  of  the  Indians  with  rcfpe£l  to  the  Sim- 
ples of  their  country,  ii.  loi.     Ufc  they  make  of  them, 

"•  '73- 
Snake.     Rattle-fnake ;  its  defcription ;  remedy  againft  its 

bite,  i.  243,  244. 
5'/(7«/<?  Indians,  their  manner  of  living,  i.  280,  ^^c. 
^orc^r^rj  amongft  the  Indians,  ii.  165,  166, 
Sweating,     Ufe  made  of  it  by  the  Indians,  ii.  i  75. 
Spaniards.     One  of  their  parties  defeated   by  tiic  Indians 

of  Miflburi,  ii.  64. 
Sturgeon,     Manner  of  fifhing  it,  i.  236. 
Sivord'^{h.       Defcription  of   it,    and    its  combat  with 

the  whale,  i.  77. 
Stinkards.     Indians  fo  called,  ii.  6r.     Fort  and  miffion  of 

the  bay  of  the  Stinkards,  ii.  62. 
Spirits.     What  they  are  amongtl:  the   Indians,  ii.  143. 

See  Genii. 


T. 

Tn'loujfuc^   H;trbour  of,  i.  92,  c'?. 

TahiJaSy    an  Indian  nation,  ii.  ^^Ho. 

Tamarouas^  llHnois  nation,   their  vill:i;r,e,  ii.  218,  2:9. 

^rempe/f.     Its  bad  confequences,   ii    31;, 

T,mple<j{  the  Natchez  ;   its  defcription,  ii.  255,  ^V.   Faft 

fruits  offered  in  that  temple,  ii.  266,  267. 
I'henk'iki  river  ;    its  fouice,  ii.  184.     Its  defcription,   197, 

jq8. 
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Th:u'o-/fi',   IflanJ  of,  ii.  293,    794. 

th'in.U'r.     Opinion  of  the  Indians  a!)oi;t  it,   ii.  2^1. 

1(,ti:bs.  W'liy  the  Iiulians  canv  victuals  to  their  tombs, 
ii.  153.     ( )f  tlie  Indian  fotnhs,   ii.  187,   188. 

Ttt'cHs.  Indian  nation;  delcriiuion  of  their  village  ;  of 
their  chief;  Hate  of  that  nation,   ii.  280. 

Tnu.hr.tit.     Tlland,   its  fituation,  i.  296. 

T"cr:c:Jt'S.  In  what  iholc  of  Lanada  and  Acadia  are  re- 
markable, i.  2  x*4. 

Tc'ttrrui.  Iflands  of,  great  currents  between  them  and 
the  Martyr»,  ii.  ■,34. 

T'tfiiie  in  hraiulv  ;  dilordcr*  it  occaflons  nmonp;  the  Iro- 
quois of  the  fall  of  St.  Lewis,  and  of  La  Montagnc, 
i.  lu). 

Ifois  kn>it"tSy  Town  of,  irs  flrnatlnji,  j.  176.  Dc- 
icription   of  it,  ;.   i:S.      Origin  of  its   fcttlemcnt,    i. 

I'u'tif.     A  kind  ot   brane!icis  i  ilic'r  pall'ige  into  Canada, 

i.  ?.()?.. 
'liJ-s   in  the   river  St.  Laurence,  i    06.     Sort  of  tide   in 

the  Iaicc.w>f  Canada,  i.  ji4.      'I  iuLs   cii    the  coaft  of 

Ikniac  la,   ii.  3:2. 
Tre  i   peculiar   to    Canada,  i.  249.      Why  the   trees   in 

Ca'iada  h;uc  no  leaves  in  the   month   of  May,  i.  315. 

Fruit    tree<^.   in   Loinliana,    ii.  22'^.      Why    the   leaves 

f.il!    fo   ;'(»(, n    and  conic  out    (o   late    in   Louifiana,  ii. 

2j-S. 


^■ 


V. 


Fcrclhre-,    (niadame    and   niadcmnifcllc  Jc)    brave   acVion 

of  thefc  two  Cuiadiai)  ladies,   i.  19,. 
I'fllal:.     \i   there   r.ie  anv  fuc!)   anioiij;    the    Indians,  ii. 

IS'. 
Villages.     Form   of  the   India:i   ones  ;    manner    in  which 

they  arc  fm titled,  li.  127,  o\-. 
Fo'.vs  of  the  Indians,   ii.  149. 
y^ya'cs.     Inconvcniencies  of  voyages    in  Canada,  i.  3^5» 

325.     Flciifutesof  I'uch  voyages,  ii    j. 
Ujidifu-i  of  ()j_^thec,   i.   ic6, 

JVam- 


INDEX. 


W. 


in 
of 


Wampum^    or  Porcelain  of   Canada,    i.   318.      Of   the 
branches  and  collars  of  Wampum,  their  ufc,  i.  319, 
320. 
War.     Manner  of  finging  the  war  fong  among  the  In- 
dians, i.  315.     Of  the  God  of  war,  i,  316.    Of  the 
declaration   of   war,  i.  317.      Motives  which   engage 
the   Indians  to  make   war,    i.  327,  328.      In   what 
manner   they   refolve   upon  it;    preparations    of    the 
chief,  i.    328,    329.      Deliberations  of    the  council; 
mcafurcs  taken  for  having  prifoncrs,  i.  330,     Songs, 
dance,    and    fcafts   of    the    warriors,    i.    331,    332. 
Trials  made    of   the    warriors ;    precautions   for   the 
wounded,  i.  333.     Farewell  of  the   warriors,  i.  336, 
337.      Their  arms    offenfive    and  dcfenfive,    i.  3^7, 
3  j8.     Their  care  to  take  their  Gods  along  with  them, 
i.  338.     Of  the  march  of  the  warriors,  i.  357,   358. 
(3f  their  encampment ;    of   the   meeting  of  different 
warlike  parties,  i.  358.     Of   their    entering   an   ene- 
my's country  J    of  the  approaches  and  attack,  i.  359, 
3^)0.     Their  manner    of  fighting ;    their    inttindl    in 
finding  out  the  tracks  of   the  enemy,    i.  361.      The. 
monuments   they    leave    of    vi(5lory  ;   precautions   for 
fccuring   the   retreat   and   guarding   the    prifoners,    i. 
362.     How  they  proclaim  the  vivSiory   in  the   villages, 
i.  363.     Triumph  of  the  warriors,  i.  3C8. 
jyidonbood.     Of  widowhood  and  fccond  marriajics  among 

the  Indians,  ii.  191. 
JToman.     Tradition  of  the  fin  of  the   firft  woman  among 
the   Indians,    ii.   228,    229.      Woman  chief    of   the 
Natchez,  ii.  260,  ^c.     Women,  their  power  in  fome 
Indian  nations,    ii.   25,  26.     Advantages  of  the  mo- 
thers over  the  fathers,  ii.  53.     Of  thtMr   lying-in,  and 
its  confequcnces,  ii.  54.       Of    the   care  tliey   taLo  (^f 
their  childrejij  ii.  5;. 
Jf  halt.     His  combat  with  the  fwort!  f;fli,  i.  77.     Of  Ir.e 

whale-fi{hcry  in  the  river  St.  LauicfKe,  i.  229. 
U'clf,  Sea.     Of  its  fifliery,  i.  222.      Dcfcnpiiun  of  that 
iuiimal  i  its  different  kind?,  i.  2. '3.     C'le  of  it»  llclb 

and 


INDEX. 

and  fkin,  i.  224.     Remarkable  things  of  that  animal, 
i.  225,  226, 
irheat.     Why  it  has  not  fucceeded   in  Louifiana,    ii. 

239- 
Y. 

Yrtfous,  Indian  nation :  river  of  the  Yafous,  ii.  250. 
Of  the  fort  of  the  Yafous,  i.  250.  Alligators  in  the 
river,  i.  251. 
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